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LIVE FOR SOMETHING.

Live ftor something! Yes, and for some-
thing worthy of life, and its capabilities and
opportunities for noble deeds and achieve-
ments, Every man and every woman has his
or her assignmert in the duties and responsi-
bilitics of daily life. We are in the world to
make the world better ; (o lift it up to higher
levels of enjoymcent and progress ; to make its
hearts and homes brighter and happier by de-
voting to our fellows our best thoughts, acti-
vities and influences. It is the motto of cvery
true heart and the genius of every noble life,
that “ o man liveth to himself’—lives chiefly
for his own selfish good. Itis a law of our
intellectual and moral being that we promote
our own real happiness in the exact proportion
we contribute to the comfort and enjoyment
of others. Nothing worthy of the name of
happiness is possible in the experience of
those who live only for themselves, all oblivi-
ous to the welfare of their fellows. That only
is the true philosophy which recognizes and
works out the principle in daily action, that

¢é————Life was lent '
For noble duties, not for selfishness ;
Not to be whiledaway for aimless dreams,
But to improve ourselves and serve maunkind.”

But to live for something involves the neces-
sity of an intelligent and definite plan of ac-
tion. More than splendid drvaming, or even
magaificent resolves, is necessary to success in
the objects and ambitions of life. Men come
to the best results in cvery department of ef.
forl only as they thoughtfully plan and earn-
cstly toil in given dircctions. Those who have
nade money, acquired learning, won fame, or
wiel .ed power in the world, Lave always, in
svery age and among all people, done so by
vmbodying a well detined purpose in earnest,
living action. 'The reasons why thousands fail
in their work iu life is the want of a specific
plan iy laying vut their energies ; they work
hard for nothing, because there is no actual
result possibl: to their mode of action. The
means are not adjusted to the end anid failure
is the inevitable result.
lLive for something detinite and practical.
Take bold of things with a will, and they must
vield to you and become the ministers of your
own happin-ss and that of others. Nothing
within the realn of the possible can withstand
the man or woman who isintelligently and de-
terminedly bent on success. A greataction is
slways preceded by a great purpose. History
and daily life are full of examples ty show us
that the measure of human achievemcnt has
always been proportioned to the amount of
human daring and doing. If not ulways, yet
at least often,
#Th’ attempt
1s all the wedge thatsplits its knotty way
Betwixt the impossible and possible.”
B practical. Deal with the questions and
facts of lifc a8 they really are. What can be
done, and is worth doing, do with disjatch ;
what cannot be done, and would be worthless
if it could, leave to the dreamers and idlers
along the walk of life, Discard the icea that
little things are unimpo.tant, and thut great
occasions only are worthy of your best thoughts
and endeavors. It is the little things of life
that make up its happiness or misery, its joy
or its sorrow ; and surely nothing is trivial
that bears on questions so vital and personal
as these. A kind look is a little thing, but it
may fall like a sunbeam on a sad heart and
chas: all iis sadness away. A pleasant word
is a small thing, but it may brighten the
spirits and revive the hopes of some poor, de-
" spondent soul about to give up in despair be-
fore the conflicts and trials of lifc. A cup of
water, given to one athirst, is a little thing :
“Yet its draught
Of coot refreshment, drained by fovered lips,

May give a shock of pleasure to the frame

More exquisite than when neetarean juice

Renews the life of joy in happiest hours.”

! Live for something, then, reader. Make every
- day count something to the world, because you
i are in it with kind feelings, pleasant words and
noble offices. Write your name upon the
hearts and memories ot your fellow beings by
doing them all the good you can. Life igshort ;
but short as it is, you may do glorious work
within its narrow limits. If the sculptor’s
chisel can make impressions on marble within
a few hours which distant ages shall read and
admire ; if the man of genius can create work
in life that shall speak the triumphs of mind a
thousand vears hence ; then may the true man,
alive to the duty and ubligations of existence,
do infinitely more. Working on human hearts
and destinies, it is his prerogative to do imper-
ishable work — to uild within life’s fleeting
hours monuments that shall last forever. If
such grand possibilities lie within the reach of
our personal action in the world, how import-
ant, readcr, that we live for something every
hour of our existence ; and for something too,
harmonious with the dignity of our present
being and the grandeur of our future destiny,

ODD PAINS AND PENALTIES.

The fouls’-cap is obsolete, at least it is to be
hoped so, for whatever we may think about the
infliction of physical pain as a punishment
(and to the majority of those who have the man-
agement of boys laid upon them, it appears not
only legitimate but beneficial,) there can be
little doubt that it is a mistake to employ ridi-
cule for educational purposes. What, for ex-
ample, could be more injudicious than the
discipline of a lady whe kept a first-class girls’
school some teu years ago, and made her untidy
pupils carry their boots slung round their necks
when they went out ?

Public shame is not relormatory, it only har-
dens. The child who was often advertised as a
fool would soon accept the position, and act up
to the character, It is the same with crimi-
nals: if you were to brand & thief on the fore-
heud, a thief he must remain till the end of the
chapter.

I am speaking, of course, of our own age and
country ; for upon no subject is it so rash to
dogmatise as upon punishment. In the case of
people who are degraded, so far as their finer
feelings ure concerned, by tyrannical institu-
tions, an amount of exposure and obloquy which
would ruin the moral sense of a freeman for
ever, may merely rouse a wholesale sense of
shame. All depends upon the thickness of the
skin; the turpentine blister whieh would flay a
man, only acts as a gentle irritant upon a
bullock.

Yet it is not very long ago since punishweuts
which were principally calculated to hold the
offender up to ridicule were so rife in England,
that one might almost suspect that they were
intended to amuse the people, in the days when
there were no comic periodicals, rather than to
deter from the offence. For instance, few
villages were without their cucking-stools, or
ducking-stools, for scolds, one hundred and fifty
years ago.  Nay, the « Chelmsford Chronicle”
for April 10th, 1801, contains the following para-
graph:

« Last week a woman, notorious for her voei-
feration, was iudicted for a common scold at
Kingston; and the facts being fully proved, she
was sentenced to receive the old punishment
of being dusked, which was accordingly executed
upon her in the Thames by the proper officers,
in a chair preserved in the towun for that pur-
pose; and as if to prove the justice of the court’s

she fell upon one of her acquaintance, without
provocation, with tongue, tooth, and nail,”

in the top and sides, through which the intem-
perate man’s head and arms were passed, and
in this helpless condition he was obliged to walk
through the streets of the town, the sport of the
idle boys. The Chinese have a similar punish-
ment.

A seat in the stocks cannot have been plea-
sant for a proud and retiring disposition; but
apart from the moral element, the severity of
the punishment must have varied somewhat
unduly with the time of year. On a fine but
cloudy July day, a philosophic culprit, who had
no personal enemies in his village, might have
borne his sentence with considerable equanim-
ity, solacing himself, perchance, by watching
the fluctuations of a cricket match in progress
on the green; while in a frosty February, with
a keen north-east wind blowing, Riccabocea
himself would huve found the hour of his release
a weary while in striking.

To stand in the pillory must have been an
exceedingly humiliating as well as exasperating
punishment. A man could not well be placedq
in a more ludierous position than with his head
and bands protruding through holes exactly
fitting them, and his body hid away behind the
planking.,  Flies might wander about his nose
and ears; gnats might sting bim without hijg
being able to drive them off, save perchance py
a hideous grimace, which would ouly dislodge
the tormentors for an instant, While iv agdgeq
considerably to the grotesque abswidity of the
cutprit's appearance.

'ﬁle severity of this punishment, as well gy
the stocks, was, of course, dependent upon the
amount of popular indignation €xcited by tpe
offence. When this ran bigh, the Wwretched

man’s unprotreted face was i the position of g

sentence, on her return from the Water’s side, | |/ 0o o d the latter penalty Was very ingenious ;
g N )
. one wonders how the idea ever came into his

The drunkard’s cloak was a barrel with holes  head.

live and sentient Aunt Sally’s, an object for
every description of missile; while in such a
case as De Foe’s, where sympathy was on the
side of the sufferer, «public exposure became a
public ovation.”

Any one who has seen a ¢ welsher” in the
hands of a mob, can judge of the little mercy
the poor wretch would get if he were placed in
the pillory, to be pelted by those whom he
had swindled. The pillory is not extinct, as
some people suppose; it has only changed its
form. Commit an offence against the law and
get found out, Or write a book and append your
name to it, and you will soon discover that you
may be exposed and morally pelted, quite as
effectually as in the old days. And, on the
whole, this is & good thing, for it does some-
thing towards rendering the system of fines a
little more equal. For the fine which sorely
taxes the resources of a poor man is 10 punish-
ment at all to therich one, who commits a pre-
cisely similar otlence; but, as a rule, the rich
man suffers more by seeing his name in the
papers, because money makes us proud, and
pride is an established ¢ rgw.”

When a Cairo merchant is detected in using
false weights and measures, or in adulterating
his goods, he is placed against his own door-
post, standing on tip-toe, and nailed by the ear
to the wood-work. It is important that he
should get free without amputating the mem-
ber, for that is the penalty for theft; and pro-
bably the smart tradesman would be horrified
at having his little tricks confounded with vul-
gar inartistic stealing. For & second offence the
thief loses his other ear; for a third, his nose.
By-the-by, perhaps 1 am wrong to use the
present tense, for these penalties may be obso-
lete at the present day. They may have a
model gaol and reformatory at Cairo by this
time.

Naval and military punishments seem to have
been very generally framed with the idea of
rendering the offender ridiculous in the eyes of
his comrades. Picketing was one of these; a
man was so suspended by his wrists that his
heel rested on a wooden peg driven into the
ground. Riding the wooden horse was another;
the back of this penal steed was very narrow,
and weights attached to the rider’s legs render-
ed his seat all the more painful. These pun-
ixhments were not only humiliating and ex-
tremely severe, but they too often inflicted per-
manent injury on the sufferers, on which latter
account they were abolished, and for many
years the cat-o’-nine tails ruled supreme;
though the use of that instrument of torture
‘was carried 1o an extent which excited dread
and sympathy, instead of mirth,

The practice of stopping a sailor’s grog for
minor offences seems a funny punishment for
grown men; it sounds so much like depriving a
naughty child of its pudding.

The question of military punishments is by
no means so simple a one as many people seem
to suppose. At home, and in time of peace, in-
deed, tine and imprisonment will suffice to pre—
serve discipline; but how can you imprison
men during a campalgn? It isa serious thing
to have a swarm of armed ‘men wandering
about a country, and the lives and property
of the civil population, even when hostile, must
be protected by some rough-and-ready means.
If you do not flog insubordinate or plundering
soldiers in the field, you must put them to death,
It is very barbarous; but everything connected
with war must be shocking to humanitarian
feelings. However, though severity is a sad
necessity, there 18 no need to mix up mockery
with it, for thatis wanton cruelty.

The American institutions of riding the rail,
an evident imitation of the wooden horse men.
tioned above, and tarring and feathering, show
that the old admixture of cruelty and humor
has not yet worked out of the Anglo.Saxon con-
stitation. It must be owned that the man who

Really, itis very shocking to have such a

. feeling, I own, but supposing one disliked some
. person very much, and despised him to boot,
| would one be able to help laughing if one saw

him all over feathers, like a Cochin-China
fowl?

NEWS CONDENSED.

THE DoMINION.,—The House met on the 13th
and was prorogued. None of the Opposition
members attended in the Senate Chamber. After
the prorogation a meeting of both Ministerial-
ist and Opposition members was held at which
a resolution condemnatory of the course taken
by the Ministry was passed. It is reported
at Ottawa that the citizens propose entertain.
ing 8ir John A. Macdonald at a banquet before
the close of the month, Ninety-one regis.
tered letters were stolen from the Toronto Post
Office last w ek. The Biglin-Brown boat.
race for $1,000 comes off at Bedford Basin on
the 28th inst. The Toronto cabmen have
struck owing to a disagreement with the Police
Commissioners, A despateh from Fort
Garry says that Lord Gordon has suddenly dis-
appeared. It is said he has gone to the Rocky
Mountains or British Columbia. A Pparty just
arrived report having met him with & large es.
cort about one hundred miles from there.

UNITED STATES.—The loss by the fire at
Hunter's Point, New York, is computed at
$200,000. A disastrous fire took blace at
Portland, Me., on 8aturday, by which the Galt
and Atlantic wharves, and the steamers “Mon.
treal,” * Dirigo,” and ¢« Carlotta ” were destroy-
ed. Eighty \ives were lost by the burning
of the steamer & Wawassett.” Mr., Carter,

of the Newfoundland Government, has ,ef.:‘r:
ed from Washington, where he has been :llG’
tiating a reciprocity treaty. Mr. Wh k“:
member for Peterboro’, Eng., is in New Y")Ir‘ich'
order to obtain testimony favorable to the York
borne Claimant. The Cubans in NeW s
are preparing another expedition to land ";‘e,
and ammunition on Cuban soil by the ste8™
« Virginus,” It is said this will be the I

one yet. oy

UNITED KINGDOM.—The report annouber
the betrothal of Prince Arthur to Princess nsel-
of Denmark is contradicted. The COt s
vatives have carried Greenwich and East It 0
fordshire, and the Liberals Dundee.———"
stated on good authority that Mr. Gladstone
not seek a re-election, but contemplates re
to private life.———Nearly all the large 00 of 8
mills of Rochdale are closed in oonse(l“‘moewe
strike of the operatives,———There have aring
numerous railroad accidents in England d 1y
the past few days. The loss of life fortu: ine
has been light, but many persons received
juries. —The Orange societies of Live o
last week welcomed the Canadian Orange deF:
tation with a great public demonstrauon.-—ﬁ
Some important changes have taken place
the Ministry. The Marquis of Ripon and Me
Ayrton, Childers, and Baxter have ””‘?—;d
The Premier will be assisted by Lord Fredefy,
Cavendish and Sir Arthur Wellesley Peel.
(iladstone, in addition to the Premiersbips in
sumes the Chancellorship of the Excheque”ol_
lieu of Mr, Lowe, who assumes the Homé -,
fice. Mr, Bruce is to be made a Peer, and o
succeed Lord Ripon as President of the C Ko
Mr, Adam, M.P. for Clackmannanshire and o
rosshire, takes the place of Mr. Ayrton as 00T
missioner of Works and Buildings, who haé b;;,
appointed Judge-Advocate-General. Mr. re-
ham Carter succeeds Mr. Baxter as Joint Secwe
tary of the Treasury. Arthur Peel beoomesm .
Liberal whip. Other changes are exp 28
few days. John Bright joins the Cabinet is
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. il
also stated that the Hon. Algernon Grenv™
has been offered one of the Junior Lordlih“"’jug
the Treasury. Sir John Duke Coleridge bV’
refused the Mastership of the Rolls, it W%
fered to and accepted by Sir George Jessel: * \n
Childers retires altogether from the Ministry ast
October.——-A desperate riot oocurred of
week in the military camp on the Curragh e
Kildare between two Irish regiments. se\'e”'
of the participants were killed, and many
ceived injuries.

FRANCE.—A Vienna despatch says that 1
last interview with the Count de Cham be
Count de Paris acknowledged the former wmo
the head of the house of the Bourbons and_ ":M
royal line of France, and the Vienna thaﬂ"
Zeitung further reports that the Count de C msl
bord has accepted the throne of France, &0 s
tender of which was recently made him y
deputation of Legitimists, M. Aboub
well-known author and journalist, was WouDly
recently in a duel with M. Hervé, editor 0{,‘0,.
Journal de Poris. M. Odillon Barrot, aged
President of the Council of State, is dead, that
82 years.. An official statement shows *
during the first six months of the present
the imports of France amounted in vs:::w,
1,561,000,000 francs, against 1,678,000,000 were
for the same time last year; the exports
1,952,000,000 francs, against 1,727,000,000 8%
last year. Customs revenue, 118,000,000 ff"‘nne
against 78,000,000 last year, and the total 1'9”““,;
from all sourees was 516,000,000 francs, “3‘“,,
404,000,000 francs for the same period last Yo’

GERMANY.—Cholera has appeared in the ™
tary barracks at Berlin. )

Right

AvSTRIA,—The International Patent ¢ its
Congress is in session at Vienna. One ¢,
first acts was to resolve that common prot€®: 4
of inventors should be gnaranteed by 1aws ©
civilized countries, TheEm peror OfA“:’m
will visit the' Emperor of Germany at
after the ceremony of the distribution
in the Exhibition. A squadron of
war vessels have been ordered to the
Spain. Many strangers are leaving V.
and the number of visitors to the exposl
decreasing daily, w0

RussiA.—The emigration from R“““"e“p
America is increasing. The movement thr
ens to depopulate some districts.

SPAIN.—The Carlists claim a victory 8%
gueta in Guipuscoa, 10 miles from San >y
tian. They state that they captured one BeF* o
ican general and 600 prisoners, Dome! s 1be
the Carlist leader was, at latest advices, ®
latter place with 7,000 men. They have b0
laid siege to Bilboa and surrendered.——/lug’
Republican troops have retreated to Pamp® 4-
from Elisonda, leaving the Carlists in {pon
sion of northern Navarre. The wifeé ©
Carlos has joined her husband and will &_yd
his fortunes in the fleld. The Carlists #7° “ipe
with enthusiasm over the event.—I" n
South the insurgents have everywhef"o‘w
defeated. Last week Contreras left eﬁ"""
gena with 400 adherents, and made a bold &y
to march to Madrid, hoping to find symp:,ud
and fresh accessions on the way, but his

nhis
o

Gastel”!
of l"'ﬂes
Austsi®h

jenn®
tion 1*

El

was met and dispersed by the National tre r
Contreras escaped with a few of his f ob
and succeeded in re-entering Cartagens, s 1850

is now his last refuge. In the Corte S aing®
week a resolution authorizing legal Pmeu“
against nine members of that body imP
in the recent insurrection movem""":'e a
adopted. The minority remains obstin® esty
threatens to resign unless a general

granted to the republican insurgents. sound'
_ BWEDEN.—Christianople, on Kalmar gre.
Sweden, hus been entirely destroyed bY




