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'ivaited, withi au inipatient grunt, for Bill to begin.
It ivas amusing to sec how %'ihi shc rclished these
rougi but acceptable attentions, shuttting lier eyrs,
as if oblivious of ail outtward thiings, cven of the
fecding--troulgl, droppiitg lier cars in perfect repose,
strctciting out lier legs, and abandoning het3f n
tirely to the sootiîing influence. :Everyoeia
satisfied thîtt Nancy's shUn becaine cleaner and
whiter under titis trcaitmenit., even to the putting- on
of a silky briglituess. 1'ii le Benny wvas sure thiat
site ivas iiiprùvinguzitder it, thiat lic gave Bill grcat
crcdit for hiaving undertakeni the labot of tivo or
thiroo curryings daily.

Bill also kept the pen in order. Uaving- beeni
provile< w~itlî a cicati, dry be<l, sho kept that clean
hierseif ; for it is the inst inct of a weii-bred pig to
kecp bis nest iii good order, if a nice dry one lieJgiven him, i'itlt adjoining space for othoer purposos.
In titis uso,,ful dutv B3i1l mas not disîniaý cd by thec
occurrenicof a irizzlin, înudd(y day%. Onthe con-
trary, as the boys on sticl occasions gcncraliy had
the inost time to spare, so Bill spentbhisblolidays in
Nancy's Pei), scraping and piliîg 111 the stîp)ernul-
niry contents, a nd putting in frcsh litter. Of
course hlis boots got somnuddyv, tîtat, %vhtn gl oing in
to meaisl the girls rt'garded hlim as an objeet ol
suspicion ; and whien lic liappenced to stnd too close
to a hot stove, es pecinily whcen ids clotiies wvere
dnmp, the exhalations becaîne so punigett as vcry
justly to expose bixui to the mnost anginiputa-
tions. But lie -%as prctof agninst ail tho s1irs
tbrownocut at sncb tirnes. If lis boots had been in
t'le pig--pen, bis benart liad been there also.

Uncle flenny re-quircd ail thiat «L'ancy consunied
to bocard against lier iii a separate account, so
that thet boys siioui<I know wittier sie rcally dlii
cat lier ltead o011; as lier tîannsake in the biouse liad
spitefuliy prcdictcd sie would. Thiere nits no g et-

iting for lier cven aniouitlîfui ofklitchen siop; 'iiss
Nancy lîad becu so stungi 1by biaving lier naine un-
dervalucedi that she ivas careful to th)row ail to lier
fathcr's long-leggcd logs. Butans a sort of equiva-
lent for titis mlanifestation of liostility, the boys
pickced up nnierous odds atnd enids about the place
for Nancy.s beniefit, such as theY liad ttcvQt before
thougît of saving. W'iien they saw a stray cabbagc
icaf or turnip lying about, or a niibbin of cotrn, they
put it inito tieir porkets uintil tiîey ltad a chance of
giving',it to lier. Tîtougli it wNvs stili cold Nveatber
witli no green tlîings about, yet tiîoy wcere oftcn
surpriscd at tîte virit ty of trilles tltcy could find
wlien thus on the lookout for tîteni. Butwcn thesc
tlireo caterors, Nancy liad quite a, luxuriouq titue of
it. oven tixougit qpitcftilly cnt off froni tue mun of
tlle kitelien.

'Uncie Bcnny watched the beltavior of the boys
toward tîteir uew pets, as tho ivintcr woro aw'ay bc-

camie more and more gratified at the bý-neficitil in-
i notice wbicli lic care of tiîem ivas exercising on
liir hiabits. Hie considered it a great gain for a
very sinaîl outiay. Nor did lie fiail to remind Mr.
Spaligler of flic important fnefc, going itîto particu-
Jars wblich (oiiipeilcd huain to adatit that these littie
conessions ad <ldotie tîte boys mucit good. It was
a liardl tlîing for Iiiii to give up thie convictions of a
lifetittie, but lie did if nevertlieless, ttogI sme

titnies Nvinding- up witli n, request fInît tlie old man
%vold( wî'aiî tili the year's eîtd; and see itou tue ex-
periint woul(l resuît.

As Biil ivas devofed to Nancy, lie wvas up iii ad-
vaxtce of the otier boys, and off to lier iten to give
lier bîreakfast. One inotning carly in ?farcit on
reaciting it ii flic perforniance of tiis pleasing duty,
l, wns confounded by seeing feu young ]):gs iu the
liogslicnd(. Tiere %vas too muchi grtinting and
sqttealittg around N'ancy to piermit lier to lîcar Bill's
gtep ns lie caine up to tue Pen, nor did sie liappon
to sec- in. So lie stood for a moment, surpriscd
lwyond any.tlting 'wititin lus memiory, gazing at tue
joN fui siglît, tliii turncd back to fhlitouse, routed
the otiier boys out of flîcir beds, and mail slionting up
to flue girl s witit tue glorious news tît Nanîcy had
texi pigs! No new s-boy ever cmied ouf the tidings
of a great victory over the IlRebels" Ilitii such vol-
ublo gîc as itlcniii ira stanîpiiig dowvn stairs
wvilli ftie news. lie tinnd(eredevctiatUnleeny's
(loor, tîten oîîoned it, and told hima aiso iwhat hnd
takzen place.

0f voxtrse it creatcd a groat sensation, andi very.
soon the Nwltole fianiily was gatliercd arounci Naacyls
pen. Tltereivas 110 denyiuîg fli tlîing; Nancy had
brouglît the boys fen pigs, - nine plunîp littie- fei-
iows and a muit. Evun 31r. Spangler carne out be-
fore lie got breakfast to sec if it conid bo so, and if~
tltr pigs lookied any bottur titan a iittcr iwbich had
fallexi to itis lot tlic wcek before.

As to thc boys, thle)- werc plcased beyond mea-
surec. Nancy vaine grunting and sniffing toward
flic spoctafors. as if flic iatter wcere a great relief io
lier aiso, and bclîaving as titougli a good warm
bi cakfast, wvitli pleuty of if, Nvould not coule anliss.
Altoge tier if ivas a îîoisy andi iively scenle and ap-
pearcd to give gexîcîni satisfatctionî. But its meal in-
fcrest lay iithe single fiact tliat Nancy bolongcd to,
tue boy s. lIad sue beca one of Spanglet's; drovei
noO 11 would ]lave feit mnucît concern about the
uîtatter but liorseif. It also wvent far toward cstab-
lishingi axiotlior point'-iat whoul the boys of a
fernîes fainiily are pcrniffcttd fo infercst tîtenselves
in any litfie indepexîdent operation of their own,
tue faxnily itsclf' is prefty certain to becomo inter-
csted also.

TViat vcry day flic boys ivcre to quit scîtool for~
fli intcr; so fhcy hiurricd off to tlic sohool-houso'
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