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ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATING CLASS.

By e Rev. J. Cronmg, D.D., Smiti’s Fants, ONT.

Gentlemen of the Graduating Class.

1 have been asked by the Senate o
address you on the completion of your
theological course, and in  prospect of
soon entering upon the more inmediaie
and active work of the Christinn minis-
try. I do so with considerable hesita-
tion, as I have never been present at
such i meeting befors, or addressed
gentlemen in the position you occupy to-
night. In consequence, I am very much
at aloss to know what line of thought to
pursue. so as to say something that
might be helpful {o you as you bid fure-
well to these halls where you have spent
the past years in preparation and are
now ahout t{o go forth to your chosen
work. If spared, you expect soon to re-
ceive the imprimatur of the Church as
Licentintes and Irobationers ror a call
You are about to close the life of the
student and to begin the life of the
preacher. Permit me, then, my young
friends. at this particular stage of your
professional career, to bespeak vour at-
tention for u short time to the special
need in the present day of i pious and
an educated minisiry. The Presbyterian
Churel, in common with all other cvan-
gelical Churches, expects znd requires
that ihose who would undertake the
work of her minisiry be men of God,
men who have themselves felt the power
of Divine grace in their own hearts, and
who. on reasonable zrounds, have come
to the conclusion that they have been
called of God to preich the Gospel.
Personal piety must lie at the founda-
tion. and form an essential clement in
the character of ke Gospel messenger.
As an ambassador from God to a wehal
world. he must himself be the friend of
God and in full sympaily with the mind
of Christ. whose message of reconcilin-
tion he proclaims. There was a time in
onwr DPresbyterian Church when the
oflice of the Christian ministry was
Tooked forward to and entered upon as

i highly respectable profession, one to
be desired on account of the position of
respectability and influence it gave and
the muderial income it secured. Sons
were edueated by their parents with ihe
prospect and promise of 2 church (as it
wis then called) whether they possessed
the essential  qualdificadons of @ heart
filed with ihe love of God, and the con-
sciousness that they had been ealled by
Hix grace 1o the work of the ministry.
Happily such u state of things does not
exist among us, where we have no State
Churels, or State endowments to tempt
men {o enter the minisury for the world-
Iy posiiion it gives in the community. or
the stipend it secures. But while such
a state of things may not exist among
us to the same extent as in the lands
where Preshyterianism is recognized by
the Slate. or its ministers niore liberally
supporied thar in this Canada of owrs,
at the same time we are not attogether
delivered from the possibility of men
sceking the office of the ministry and
thrusting themselves forward from mo-
fives of a more or less worldly charcter
cven in this land, and in our own
Church with its limited but assured
measure of income, and the respectable
pesition in the community it carries with
it.  Such. my young friends, I have no
reason to believe has led you thus far
in your course ; but as you have reached
to-night 2 point in your official training
which calls for close Qealing with your
own hearts, it were well to pause and
answer 1o yourselves the question which
must soon he aunthoritatively put to you
hefere you receive the charge of  con-
gregation, “ Are zeal for the glory of
God. and 1 sincere desire for the salva-
tion of souls your great motive and chief
inducement: to enter the Christian minis-
try ?7  Better stop now, and proceed
no further, unless you have a clear call
1o preach the Gospel, and are impelled
By an carnest desire to save souls, other-



