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.Ii ecpi thie terni Evolutioli, proposed to me by the
Côuiicit of the Iustituti, Il by 10 mnaus lIomo1ogi-ýte the views
of ua iiyt tcanet idnîden w'ho mi\ergardéd théô
t.heology cf thieir day as a g)radually progressivec science froin
very humble bcginning-s. Nor, as a devout believer iii the
inispirationi of the Od -anîd INew Testament Seriptiures, can I
sec my way to ignore, or even depreciate, the primiîtive
revelation of the early noges, of NvIlii the relialonols of ail lands
bear tracesQ, obscured and eorrupt tlioiighI tlicy nay bc.

1-iistorv biears record to the actual progrcss of the race in
religions tJmouglmit and ýaction: but thiis pio,;es lika that of
hunmannity in go-neral, throughi the risc and fail and rîsing
Ila1iin cf niations, is.one niarked by tuie rise and fali, the nuodifi-
eaticu nuid re-uuodiietation, the p)artial obliteration and reaffir-
niatioi' of religlins ideas, a progress cvolved iu serions coin-
flicts, iii wlmich, at tinies, the light of truth oft suffered partial
eclipse.

i'f, for instance, wve take the relation of Divinity te the cos-
mios, 1'rom the oan f hunuan intelligence te the present daýy,
we sirnil find illustration of this confl iet, triumph, obscuration
and reafirmiation. Tie Semuitie mind, as represeuted býy the
J{ebrewv Seriptures and the early Chaldean documents, be-
lieved in. Creaticuisin. Thc Illanuitic concept, as in San-
clioniathio's Fhoenician fragmient anmd Eg«yptianIl ý:osiology,

w'i el«olitioiuaryx. The Indo-Eropepii minn, in te germrs cf
the %-redie, M1azdean, and liellenic systeuns, agreed ,to alarge
extent, -%ith thec Semnitic, «tltlioilh a i esisratoin

partook cf the nature cf emnanaticu. Evointionsiu reasserted
itsclf iu the philosophicai. speenlations cf thoe carlier Tonians,
andt cf the later Atoinists, )euci.s EpicIurus, and Lucre-
tins, as wdll as iii the iBuddhist systemy a Turanian or 1-lamitie
revoit ngai nst car-ly ]3ralmni anmsin. Tie c in ternuediate thcory- cf
EF1nan1ation appeared iii Pyt]iagorean teaching, lu Inter forins
of Zoroistriaisille gurlu as tlie Guiostie an1d :tllilean«,i Philos-
nphies.z andin the onhitc oiu f ihie Elcaties nd the
siicceseors cf Soeyates. Evyen C-eat.ioitisn'i, cont.iuuied býy the
J«ew%. and irea.fflrmncd( 1>.' thie Christian, hand ini carly acres te


