
PLeASANT Hou RB.

A New Leaf.

Esz camne to my deak with a quivering lip-
The lesson was doue-

"Dear te-4ehIer, I wcnit a new heaf," hoe said,
"J have a oilil this one."

In place Or the eaf, se stained antd blotted,
îgave hinu a new one a!Il uaspetted,

Anud into his sac1 eyes smiied-
"Do, botter, new, my child."

V@n*ut te the throe with qniveriag eoul-

àâ l The oldt year wcs gene-
'Dear IFather, hast thon a new leai for me?

I have spoiled thîs ene."
~took the old leaf, stcined and blotted,
4gave mue a uew eue, ail unspotted,

And into my sad heart smuhled-
IlDo botter, aow, my chîid."
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CHAPTER IV.

TUBi BUILDING OF THE SHA4NTY.

FRÀ.INR looked about hlmt witb quick
curiosity, oxpoctiag te see soune of the mon
la wbose society hoe was te spend the
wintor. Bot theme were only the farm-
bauds loîurîging llstlessly about, theim day's
womk beiiug over, and tbey bcd notbing te
do except te suioke tlieir pipes and wcit
for nightfall, when they would louage off
te bed.

The shautymen bcd net yot armived, Mr.
'Stewart alwcys uaakiiug a point of heiag
at the depot somoi day-3 iu advance cf thoîn,
iii order to hiave plenty cf timo te prepare
lis plans for thue wiatem campaiga. Notiiig
Fraak's iliquirîng look, hoe langbed and
scid :

"lOh, thero are none of thein boere yet.
We're the flrst on the field, but by thue end
of thue wý ek tlîere'li bo muoto tlien a lundred
mon liere."

A day or two later the firut batch umade
.I. their appearance, couîing up by tlîeir

beavy t uinis that they would take withi
tbeuu jute thîe woods, aund eccli day bronghit
a fmesli countingent, until by thue tinte Mr.
Stewart bcd mrentiened the famast faiî-ly
swarmed witli theun, and it becauîîe noces-
sary fer- this buman hive te iîuutate theo
"-,os cnd sond off its superfluons lubabitants

-umult dcelay.
he eea rougb, aeisy, strauugo look-

l g f mien, and Frank, wbose acqîuain-
1 cwi lte shantyuwien bcd been liînited

t>seenîg tbemn la smaîl groupe as tbey
passo(l thlugli Calumet in the antonin and
sPiug, on their wcy te and frout the camps,
uueetiuug tbo heiuow for the fimst tinue la socl
large luouuueus could net belp sortie iuïwamd
8hmiuing cf soul, as ho aoted thueir uucouth
ways Miud listeuued te theircth e 1 rukd
talh. 'I'b1ey wémre Il'all sorts aud conuditionus
cf auou "-habitants wbo eould nlot speak c
Word of louglisb, and Irislimen whîo could
net sîueau a word cf Freunch ; slirewd
Scotelimn, clîamy of tongue anud reserved
Of uuîaiuuer, auîd loquacious haîf-breeds
ready for song. or stery, Or fught, accordini
te the hu<mour cf the moinent, fIlore anâ
tliere were dnsky skias and prouninent
fectuu'es that betrayed a close conuiection
with the aberiginal owners cf this conti-
nerut. Almoat aIl had comne from the big
saw-mills away dewa the river, or f roni
semae other eqîuchly ardueus empîcyuient,
and were glad ouf the chance of a fow days'
respite fmoiuu work wluilo Mr. Stewart was
dividing them up and aîuaking the necesscry
arangemuents for~ thue winter's work.

.Fm auîk, îaingled freely witb tlien, scrap-
imig acqtiuitauice with tliose whuo seemed
disPosed te te friendly, and wbenever ho
camne across eue with cai honeuit, pboasant,
uProssessing face, hoping very mnch that

hue Wouhd ho ai nuember cf bis gang. Ho
-as mnch inpressed by the faut thuat ho wa»

tho yuungest miember of thme
and did net fail te notice the

mones curions sometimos contemp-
tuoius looks uvithi wLiciî hoe was rogarded by
the fresh arrivals.

lIn the course cf a few dayS unattors were

prtty well straiglutened ont at the depot,
sud the .apg of nwen begi tu Zoave for

différ 1 cauntpsM al Stewart had
proutut r" " how.ua tRaku "we te

P ut luinu under a foreum #ho would treat
him WOll, and jkq# MW- ev.ning hoe ras
#âw î» q go@* &W iatrodu.d t'O 'a

tail, powerful, grave-looking man, with
beavy brown beard and deep voice, Mr.
Stewart said:

IlHere is Frank Kington, Dan ; Jack's
only son, you know. H o'ýs set bis heart on
lumbering, and I'mi going to let him try it
for a winter."

Frank scrutinized the man called Dan
very clsely as Mr. Stewart continued:

I 'n going to send hlm up to Kippewa
camp with you, Dan. There's nobo y 'l
look after himi better thani you will, for 1
know you thought a big sight of bis father,
and for hiis sake, as well as mine, you'll ses
that nothing happens to the lad."

Dan Johnston's face relaxed into a smle
that sbowed thiere were rich depths of good
nature beneath bis rather stern exterior,
for lie was pleased at the compliment iu-
plied in the superintendent's words, and,
stretching out a mighity band to Frank, hoe
laid it on bis shoulder in a kindly wayl
saying:

"Hie seems a likely lad, Mr. Stewart,
and a chip off the old block, if l'ni fot mis-
taken. l'Il be rigbt glad to have hini with
me. But wbat kind of work is hie to go at.
lie seerns rather light for chopping, doesn't
he?"

Mr. Stewart gave a quizzical sort of
glance at Frank, as he replied:

IWell, you see, Dan, 1l think, myseif, bie
is too light for chopping, se 1 told imii le'd
have to be chore-hoy for this winter,
anyway.

A look of surprise came over Jobnston's
face, and more to, hiief tban the others
hoe muttered, in a low tone:

IlChore-boy, eh? Jack Kingston's son
a chore-hoy "Thon, turning to Frank,
hoe said aloud ; Ail rigbt, my boy. There's
nothiug like beginniing at the bottom if yoa
want to learn the whole business. You
miust inake up your mmid to put in a pretty
liard tinte ; hut lIl see you have fair play,
anyway.

As F"rank looked at the rugged, honest,
doterinined face, and the stalwart fratre,
hie feît thorouighly satisfied that in Dan
.Jobîïstoî lie liad a friend in whom bie could
place perfect confidence, and that Mr.
Stewart's promise had been f ully kept.
The foremian thon bocame quite sociable,
anîd asked hini many questions about bis
mnotiier, and bis life ln Calumet, and bis
plans for the future, so that before they
parted for the niighit Frank felt as if tbey
were quite old frionds instead of recent
acquaintances.

The following morning Jobnston was be-
stirring hinmacif bright and early getting hiE
men and stores together, and before noon
a start was mnade for tbe Kippewa River,
on whose southern bank a site hall already
been selected for the lunîber camp which
would ho the centre of bis operations foi
the wiater. .Johnston's gang numbered
forty n'en all told, bimself included, and
they were in bîgb spirits as tbey set oul
for their destination. The stores and toolE
were, of course, transported by waggon,
but the men had tu go on foot, and, witi
fifteen miles of a rough forest road to cuver
beforo sundown, they struck a brisk pace
as, in two and threes and quartettes, tbey

rnarched noisily along the dusty roadt.
IlYou stay b y me, Frank," said the

foroman, "and if your young legs happen
to go back on you, you can have a lift on
one of the teamis until you're rosted."

Frank foît in such fine trim that, altbough
hoe f ully appreciated bis big friend's tbougbt-
fulness, hie was rash enough to think hie
would not require to avail hinisolf of it;
but the next five miles showed him bis
mistake, and at the end of them hoe was
very glad to jump upon one of tbe toamns
that hiappened to be passing, and in thie
way hastenod over a good part of the re-
mainder of the tramp.

As the odd-locking gang pushed forward
steadily,' if net in exactly martial order,
Frank had a good opportunity of inspectînq
its niembers and making ln his owa mind
an estirnate of thoir probable good or bad
qualities as compations. Ia this hie wau-
much assisted by the foremnan, who, ià
reply te bis questions, gave him helpful
bits of information about the différent onoi
tlat attracted bis attention. Fully one.
half of the gang were F~rench Canadians,
dark-corrxplexionod, black-baired, bright.
eye1 moen, full ef lite *nd talk, their tongueE

!ociabe groups. O f the rerriainder somEi
weae $cotsha, oJýhoFs Trish, the rest Eniglish
lupo th. wýâ ii. w»r quite a proniis

iug-looking lot of men ; indeed, Johnston
took very good care to have as little Ilpoor
atuiff" as possible lit bis gang ; for hie bcd
long held the reputation of turning outi
more logs at bis camp tban wero cut at any
other on the saine Illimita ; " and this well-
deserved famne lie cberishod very dearly.

Darknoss was conîing on lapace wbien at
last a glad shi -ut froni the foreuiost gîoup
aainounced that the end of the journey -was
near, apd in a fow minutes more the whole *
band of tired men were resting their
wearîed limbe on the bank of the river
near which the shanty ivas to be erected at
once. The teams had arrived some time
before them, and two large tents bcd beon

pE up i as temporary shelter, while brigbtiy- t
burning tires and the appetizing sizzle of

trying bacon joined witb the îvholesomet
aroma of bot tea to makle glad the hearts of
the dusty, hungry pedestrians.

Frank enjoyod bis open-air tea im-
miensely. It was bis first .taste of real
lnmbermnan's 11f e, and was undoubtedly a1
pleasant introduction to it; for the liard
work would not begin until the nîorrow,
and in the meantime everybody was still
a-holidaying. So refreshing was the evon-
ing meal that, tired as ail ne doubt feît
fromn their long tranmp, tbey soon f4îîgot it
sufficieîîtly to spend an hour or miore uin
song and chorus that nmade the vast forest
aisles re-echo with rough inelody hefe
thoy sank into the silence of sluiiber for
tbe îîight.

At daybreak next morniaug Dan Johnî-
ston's steutorian voice aronised thue sleepers,
and Frank couuld hardly believe that hoe had
taken miore thian twice forty winks at the
most before thue stirrinig shoot of '' Tomi
out! Tomn out' The work's waiting! "
broke jute luis dreaims and recalled hint to)
life's rcalities. Thie morning w as gray and
cbilly, the nien lookod sleepy and out of
humour, and .Tobiston iaiseif bcd a stern,
distant nianor, or seenîed to bave, as aftor
a waslî at the river batik Frank appmoached
himi and meported lîimself for duty.

Il'Will you please to tell nie wbat is to
be my work, Mr. ,Tolinston ? " sajd lie, in
qîîite a tiinid tone ; for sounehow or other
there secnîed to, be a change in the
ctmospbere.

Thîe foreman'ls face melaxed a littie as bie
turned to answer bim.

"You want tobhoset to work, eh? Well,
that won't take long." And, lookiug

*amound amnong the moving men until lie
foundl the one bie watited, hie raised bis

*voîce and callild-
"Hi, there, Baptiste ! Come here a

*moment."
Ia rospense to the suminmons a short,

atout, sniooth-faced, qnd decidedly good-
Snaturod looleung Frenc4uaau, Who lacd been

busy at one of the fir, camne over te the
foreman. .ti a' ob

" ISee bore, Baptiste;,bsld' ob
your choe-beOY this wilîter, and 1 don't
want you to be too bard on him-savez?
Lot hit have pienty of work, but not mnore
than bis shame.

taptiste examried Frank's sturdy figure
lwlth much the samne smile of approval that
he might bestow upon a fine capon that hie
wa8 prepariag for the pot, anid muîrmured

iout something liko:
"lBien, m'Kieur. 1 saîl be easy wid hlm

ifee's a good boy."
The foreman thon said to Franuk
1Theme. Frank ; go with Bapdsto, and

he'il givo you work onongh."
So Franîk went dutifnlly off wVith the

Frenchmian.
Hie soura found out wbct bis wor.. ivas to

bie. Baptiste was cook, and ho was bis
assistant, not so much in the actual cooking,
for Baptiste looked after that binaself, but
in the scouring of the pots and pans, the
keeping op of the fires, the setting out of
the food, and such other supplemontary
duties. Not very digniflod or iîispiring
eunploynient, cetaialy, especially for a boy
"lwitli a torii for books and figures." But

1Frank had corne to the camp prepared to
l undertake, without a mummur, àay w ork

Lwitbia bis powems that aiigbt be given bi,
and bie now went quietly and steadily at

Ewbat wcs roquired of lîim.
As sooni as breakfast was dîspctched,

Jobaston called the muen togeilier to give
tlin directionm about the building of the
shanty, wbich was the flrst tbing àf ail te,

ibu done, aud having àiý1ded theta up into
parties, te each of which a diflerent taskt

aa sind, h.e set tham at work without

Frank was very glad that attention to bie
duties would net preveat bis watclîing the
itbers at thoirs; for what could ho more
nterestiag than to study every stage cf the

eroc tion -of the building that voas to ho tbeir
shelter and home duriag the long winter
iuonths now maîidly approauhbig? it tyas
a first expemieuce for hlmq, anq aotbing
escaped lus vigilant e e. Whis, is tfié:
lie doscribed thîe building of tho shà'nty te
~is niother on bis return to palurâet

"Yen see, nuiother, evemybody except
Baptiste and nuyself teck a liàpd, and joust
worked like beavers. 1 wisb You '061114
have seen the mon. And 41r. Jobristonuu-
s'hy, hoe was lin two places at once itneu4'cf
lie timo, or at least'seeuiied te be 1 jý WLts
grand fun watching tbom. The first tlug
;boy did was te out down a'lot, of tr0ee :
splendid big fellows, that would niako tht
trees round bore look pretty sliatîl,"I ýàt
tell you. Thon tbey vlicpped o$f al t V
branches and out up the tiupks 'uulte du
Leugtbs that suited, and laid th .ope cioh
top cf the other until tleo niad lel w~
about as bigh as Mr. .JohiuaîtOn, liaprbp
Figlior, in the shape of un e big roo# foty
Eeet, long by tbirty foot wi le, , r. 'ohaustoh
said. It looked very fun iy then, ýjust lil<e
a litige pigpeu, witb i Windows and only
mie dber--ou the side tluat faced the
river. Next day tluey laid long tinibers
across thîe top cf the wuaIl, restiuig theni in
the rnliddle oui four great peats they called
'scoop b)earers.' Fuiiny nauie, isn't itý
But they called theun that becauso they
hoar the ' scoops' that inake the roof ; sud
a grand roof it is, I tell you. Tlue sc''nps
aIre snualli l«gs lollowed eut omn eue aide aud
fiat ou theo tlier, ami they lay them eou the
cross tiuîibers lu sticb a way that the edges
of co lit iluto the' luellows cf ta o <tiers, 80
tliat the îain hasn't a chance te get in, no
niatter liow biaud it tries. Noxt thiîg tbey
unake theo floor ;and that wasni't a bard job,
for they just inade legs flat oui two sides
and laid t boni on thîe gronnid, so that it was
a pretty Lougu sor't of fl(uer. AIl theo cracks
were stuffd tigbt with iuuss and miud, and
a big bauik cf eartb thrown uîî around the
bottem of the wall te keep the drangbt out.

" But yen sheuld bave seon the beds-
or buîîks, as they caîl theni, for the mon.
1 don't believe yen could ever sep 01,
theun. They weme nothing but board plait-
forîîîs ahl around three aides of the recl,
built onua slant se that yonr head was higbor
than your foot; 5(> yen SOO l'dI have luad
nothiîîg botter than the soft side of a plamk
for a îuîattross if yen hadn't fltted me ont
with une. And when the other fellow.s
saw how sng 1 was they vowed tliey'îl
have a soft hod toc ; s0 what do yon tbink
they did ? Thuey gathiered an immense
quantity of heîîîlock branches- little sef t
cnes, yen kaow-aiid àpread tlieni tbick
over the boards, and thon thoy laid biankets
over that and mcde c really fine nîattress
for ali. Se that, you sec, 1 quito sot the
fasiîln. The last thing te o bemcde was
the fireplace, which blas thé vex'y queer
naine of 'cauubeose,' and is quoorer than its
naine. It is right ia the middieocf the
room,' net et une end, and is as big as ua
suiaîl room hy itself. First cf ail, a grelat
bank of stones and sand is laid on the fleur,
kept togother by boards et the edgos.
Thon a large square hld is cnt la the roof
abovo, and c wooden chimney built ont the
top of it, and thon et two of the corners
craies tu belli the pet are fixed,' an~d theu
canîbeose la complote. And oi, Mther,
sncb rearing big tires as were always goùug
in it after the cohd caie-ail night long,
you kîîew ; aýud sometiies I bcd te s4y
cwcke te keep the tire frein going out,
wbich wasn't inuch fin; but, of course, 1
lucd te take îuay toma. Se now, mother,
yen ought te have a protty geod. idea cf
what our shanty was like, for besidos a
table and our chests thuere was notbiug

uoeb else ln it te describe."
Such were Frauîk Kiuugstoiu'ssuiou-

iuigs as hoe entorod upou the hnumble and
labourions duties of choie-boy iii Camup
Kippewa, not cttelluptiig: te ceuceal froni
himuself that ho woîuldI uuunah rather be à,
chopper, or teanister, or rocd niekoer, Lut
with his mid fully fixed upon doing hus
work, however uncongerdal it auigbt ble,
coerfnlly aud faitbfully fer oue winter fat
loast, feeling confident that if hoe did ho
would net b. chore boy foi' long, but wou&<
in due tinia eprmoted tu* ecq mot'.
dignified and attractive position.

(n bu conUft4t*.)


