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"Ponh ! ilhese arc but triflinig sums."
" Truc, but ctey mul tiply ad infiut unt. Ton,

tiventy, or even thirty t housand francs are net
much; but ive have more tharitsix hundred
ach credits iii the great book. Upwards of
pâx millions are employcd ia this wvay, and ive
bave double that amounit enagced in the retail
uînde of this city, which is covered by paper of
questionable credît."

"Il kaow it, Treinont; but my ame is enoughi
ta render ai this current witli the other bankis,
sa that you nced not be uneasy as yet; and be-
bre matters go fer enotigli to th reaten a caltas-
trophe, I shial begin to contract these opera-
tions. At proent it does nlot suit me to do so.
But have you seen M. de Berizy V>

I have, sir."
"lAnd what amount does lie wisli to deposit
iih me?1"
IlTvo millions of francs; and I was just go-

îng to ask in what manner 1 arn to emploj'
ibis sum.",

IlLay it out ia the three per cents; they are
nowv at eighty-two and oae-fourth francs."

"True, but the least eveat ay cause a re-
duction. We have already more than thirty
millions of deposits embarked ia those funds,
3mà at the slightest paaic they may siak four or
five francs in value. Suppose, for instance,
ibis expedition ta Algiers should net succeed,
oc that the electioas should tura out unfavour-

"There is no fear of that, 1 fe-el coavinccd."
"Pcrhaps neot, but a liundred casuaities may

happen ta shake public credit, and thien-."
'-We must wait until the fuands rise again."
"But if your customners should become alarmn-

ed, and re-demand ail their deposits, some of
%îhichi are engaged la speculations without nuin-
ber, and the rest in the public fuads, oaly con-
Eider what an immense loss wvould accrue fromn
ibis, shouid such a reduction take place in the
ibreeper cents. Wby, sir, byafaillof tonfroacs
in thatstock alo,ie,-anid la a rei olution or polit-
icaI convulsion, such a faîl would not be ex-
:raordinary,-we should siak four maillions of
francs at a blow, nlot te mention other kinds
of public stock."

The banker listened to M. Tremnoat withl
cômposure, and assumning a patronizing air, re-
Pied-

Il My poor Tremont, you rensoa as though
You %vere still with Messrs. L. & O. Depend
'lpon it the king of Fraaco's fortune is îlot s0
stable as amy own, for mine is founded on pop-
ularity. The house of Bourbon mayr perisia,
but the liouse of Mathieu Duratïd nover. -

2a

'l'le cashier raised lits eyes in heaven, and
witlîdrewv, vlie the banker ordered li horses,
and set ofi for L'Etang.

CIIAPTEIR il.

1-r is now time te change the qcene, and ia-
treduce mny readers to tlie Count de Lo7erale,
wvhose residence la the more aristocratie Rue

de Varennes, Faubourg Saint Germain, hy its
stateiy grandeur, prepares us for ihe presence
of its dignified owner.

At the time choscia for his first appearance,
hoe was cvidentiy preparùmg to leave hlm cabi-
net, for his valet hiad just handed hlm bis hat
and glaires, and aaaounced that the carniage
ivas nt thae door. His egress ivas, hewever,
delayed by the entrance of his son, a youag
mnan of prepossessiagy exterior, and bearing no
slight, resemblance iii features to those of the
tali and ponapous peer, aithough the deferea-
tiai and alinost timid bearing of the youthe
formed a striking conîrast ta the cold and
haughty aspect of the latter. The Count, a
man of atout fifty years of age, but by the
studied elegance of lus attire, and a something
like affectation in his address, appearing, or nt
ieast aimiag hot appear mucli yoLinger, accost-
ed hig son in a rather petulant tone, thus-

IlSe here yon are at last, Arthur."
IlThey told me you were enquiringy for me,

and 1 made haste to corne (loiwa2'I
IlYoti mlght have made rather more haste,

1 thiak."
"Excuse me, father, 1 was finishing, a latter

ta a frier.d,te r. "

"That is enoughi, Arthur; I do net demand
an accouaI of your actions. You are of a
ame and rank that oughi t-to raise you above
any connexions that are unworthy of you."

Arthur cast dowa his eyas and made ne
rcply. His father resumed-

IlI have sent for yeti, ta desire that you will
flot engage yourseif for to-aaorrow eveaing."

"i1 wishi I liad knowa it sooner, air, for I
have alimost proised-"

IlIt la enougli that you kaow it now," re-
plied the father, tartly. 1,You are invited for
to-morrow by the Marquis de Favieri, who
gives a bail at hlm villa of Lorges, and it is my
desire that you accept the invitation."

I do accept il, sir, with pleasure. ince it la
your wish ;" said the youag man, with an er-
pvrsenieni w,%hich seamed somewhat ta sur-
prise te father. The latter, however, replied
la a somnewhat altered tonte-

"This ready compliance wiîh aay wishes
pleases me, Arthur, and leade me te hope that


