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opposition from any quarter than tf the
Justice of the proceeding, both as to character
and extent, had been unquestionable. Begine
niug with the villages and intermediate houses
on the bank of the river, all were sacked and
burned from Youngstown to Buffalo, both
included ; and so universal was the panic
produced by the invasion, that had it not
been stayed by the voluntary retreat of the
enemy, a large portion of the frontier would
in a few days more have been left without a
single inhabitant; so true it is, that FEARr
BETRAYS, LIKE TREASON.

The italics in the above quotation are ours,
the last portion in capitals, is Armstrong’s
own; and the whole extractis a pretty con-
vincing proof that in his estimation, fear of the
enemy had rather moreto do with the retreat
of the Americans, than the overwhelming
sumbers of the British invaders.

With a few extracts from Ingersol, we
will elose, the sketch of operations on the
Niagara frontier.

“ Both sides of the Niagara, says Ingersol”
had been from April to December distracted
by the disgraceful hostilities of border war-
fare, in which the Americans were the aggres-
sors, and doomed to be the greatest sufferers.
Western New York was, before the year ended,
desclated by British reaction, transcending
American aggression, which we cannot deny
provoked, however severe, that retaliaticn.”

This admission, coming from a writer who so
readily endorses the unfounded assertion of
Armstrong, may be taken as very fair testi-
mony as to which party was the first to
violate the recognized rules of warfare.

Ingersol is very severe on the conduct of
the American militia, along the Niagara fron-
tier. “Qur loss of character was greateg
than that of life and property. General Cass
ascertained that the troops reported to have
done the devastation, were but six hundred
and fifty men, reguiars, militia, and Indians—
the latter helpless for taking a fort except by
suprise, the militia not much more to be
feared ; so that our nearly four hundred regu-
lars in the fort had been easily conquered hy
an cqual, perhaps less number; to oppose
whowm, we had between twenty-five hundred
and three thousand militia, all, except very
few of them, behaving, said General Cass, in
the most cowardly manner.

With such a condemnation, from one of
their own writers, on their conduct, we find
it hard to understand how, at the present day,
the productions of such wiiters as Thomson,
Smith and 0’Connor, are tolerated by enquir-
ing or impartial readers, who desire to ascer-
tain the real amount of glory due to America,

No one regretted more deeply than Sir
Proclumation of §ir Gcorge Provost, the
George Provost. savage mode of warfare
which the Americans, by their departure from
the customary usages of warfare, had com-
pelled him to sanction, and so soor as some-
thing like a ju st punishment had been inflicted
on them, he issued the follow ing prociamation,
in which will be found, ccomented on with
considerable precision and ability, the progress
of the war on the part of the enemy :—

“ Ry his Excellency Licut, General Sir George
Prevost, Baronet, commander of his Majes-
ty’s forces in North America, &c., &c., &e.

“To the inhabitants of his Majesty’s provinces
in North America.

“ A PROCLAMATION.

“The complete success which has attended
his Majesty’s arms on the Niagara Frontier,
baving placed in our possession the whole of
the enemy’s posts on that line, it became a
matter of imperious duty to retaliate oz
America, the miseries which the unfortunate
inhabitants of Newark had been made to suf-
fer from the evacuation of Fort George.

The villages of Lewiston, Black Rock, and
Buffalo have accordingly been burned.

At the same time the commander of the
forces sincerely deprecates this mode of war-
fare, he trusts that it will be sufficient to call
the attention of every candid and impartial
person amongst ourselves and the enemy, to
the circumstances from which it has arisen, to
satisfy them that this departure from the es-
tablished usages of war, has originated with
America herself, and that to her alone, are
justly chargeable, all the awful and unhappy
consequences which have hitherto flowed, and
are likely to result, from it.

“1t is not necessary to advert to the con-
duct of the troops employed on the American
coast, in conjunction with his Majesty’s squad-
ron, under Admiral Sir John B. Warren,
since, as they were neither within the com-

mand, nor subject to the control of his excel-



