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Vere's Saint Patrick %vithout feeling miuch
the better for the encounter. Mr. T'en-
nyson in his " Idyls of the King" has
pictured for us a noble, a generous, and
even a virtuous character ; a character
that draws our admiration. Still -King
Arthur, noble, and generous, and virtuous,
though he be, is nothing more than an
honest hero of the world. ()ccupied as
hie is with tournanients, and conquests,
and deeds of valor, there is very littie
:oomn for spirittuality in bis person. Indeed
we cannot hesitate to say that Mr.
Tennyson, thoughi lie lia3 left us a noble
monument, would have done a better work
had lie adopted the more elevated and ni re
ennobling style of bis Irish contemporary.
In Mr. De Vere's sehool wve learn t.hat
hunian nature, thoughi vitiated and fiallen,
can stili produce a biero almost as siniess
and disinterested as if the gates of Paradise
had neyer been shut against our father,
Adam. Just as fire always tends to irn-
part its heat to objeets within the splhere
of its rays, so does Mr. De Vere's Saint
Patrick ever spread abroad upon ail
neighboring hearts the fervor of his zeal
and the burning ardor of bis heaven-
aspiring love.

Self love cast ont,
The love made ý;pirituaI of a thouisand hecarts
Met in his single heart, and mazndîcci there
A suin-like imiage of Love Divine.

The following extract wvill give a just
idea of the Saint's character, and of the
influence it exerted over those whoni he
wvas called to evangelîze.

TIhe Island race, in fend of clan with clan
Barbaric, gracions eIse and highu heart,
Nor worshippers of self, nor uillthroughi sense.
licholding, not atone his wondrius wvorks;
But, wnndruus mure, the swvccîness of his

strength,
And how lie neither shrank fromn flood nor fire,
And bow lie coniched hini on the %vintry rocks,
And how lie sang great hymns to One who hearci,
And howv bu cared for pour men -ind tlic sickz,
And for the sonîls invisible of men,
To him made way-not simple hînds alone,
But chicfly 'viscst hcads, for wisdomn tlien
Prime wisdoin ;aw in Faiîlî and, mixt with

these,
Chicftans and sccptred- Hzngs.

Sucli a spirit :fdisinieiestedness and
self-sacrifice could riot but niake capti've
thé generous hea'rts- of our wva'rlike fore-

fatbers. Saint Patrick ivalked among
tlîem like sorte triuînphant liero:

And %%ell tlie people loved hi,îî, being one
WVho sat amiid their miarriage feasts, anci saw,
WVhere sin w~as-nul, in ail things beauly and love,.

Like the great Apostie of the Gentiles
,lie tried to make himself aIl things to ail
men, for

15 not this,"
Men asked, "the tîrcacher of the ' Tidings

Coud?'"
«IWhat tidings? F-is bue funnd a mine? " He

speaks
To princes as 10 brothers; to the hind
As 'vo to princes' children ! Yea, wvhen mute,
Saith not lus face ' Rejuice '? "

And again in bis ' Confession' Saint
Patrick himiself says

''I to that people alI îliings inade nmyself
For Christ's sake, building. still that good they

lackced
Op good alrcady theirs.

Nor did the bieroie zeal of Pa"trick fali
short of his other saintly virtues;

.N\ext to God
Next, and howv îear, lic love(t the souls of mon
\'ea, mien lu hinm %vere souls ; the iinspirituial herd
H-e saw as miajic-bonind, or chained t0 beast,
And groaned 10 free îlîem. For their sake, tin-

fearing,
H-e faced the ravening waves, and iran rocks,
Hulnger, and poniard's edgc, and poisoneci cup,
And &àceci tle face of lzings, andi faced the host
0f (tenons raging for their realnu o'erthrowvn.
This wvas the Man of Love.

Such ardent zeal did not look to the
present only ; it l)enetrated far into the
mystie: future, miaking our beloved Saint
earnestly yearn for Erîn's constant fldelity.
Hear him'as bie prays and strives witli God
upon the Mount.

"'If Failli indccd shonild floodl) the land wilh
pence,

AncI pence wvith gold, and gold cal oit bier heart
Once truc, tilt Faith onc day throuigh ï-ith's

reward.
Or (lie, or live diseased, the shame of Faith,
Then blacker wvhere this land and miore accuised
Than lands that kznew no Christ.

But what avails either Faitb, or zeal, or
Charity without humility ? This last is
thé viriue-* uýdn wlîiich), às à .. uire. foîifd'-
tion, must.bê based the other. yirfues oôf
an Apostle. Con* sequénitly Mr.'De \Terê
bas flot failed to point,-it out as a lèaàding
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