
THE OWL.

and verses palpitating with religious
emotion. Her poetry is alrnost invariably
very sweet, and ber thougbt is invariably
elevated. Her work presents nurnerous
points for study ; tbe execution is marked
by abilîty, alid tbe trend of lier tbougbit is
towards the beautiful and the good; lier
inspiration is tborougbly Arnerican, and
gathered frorn tbe soit stie treads and-the
air sbe breathes. 'l'lie sun a'nd wvinds of
otiier rninds sbone and blew on bier, of
course, and fed ber growtb, but the flower
of bier genius is ber's atone. For style and
forrni, pattern and tone, bhe bas gone to
school just when and wbere shie liked.
'l'le resuit -is that eacbi of ber poetic
gbrares bias tbe blusbi of its own special
bloom, and wbien the song of "11). C.
Deans" is gliven to the public in a book,
tbc rnost exacting of critics will adjudge it
,an independent voice, niot an ecbo.

As a hurnorist, the autbor I amn now
about to introduce is, to cite a line frorn
Tristrarn of Lyonesse, "divisible froi Àli
tbe radiant test and separable in splen-
dor." Ail niy readers have, I take it,
perused, or heard, the "WVreck of the
J ulie Plante," a b.z.ll wbicbi M'r. James
Barr <L-uke Sharp) correctly ternis "the
rnost popular burnorous song Canada lias
piroduced." Yet Veriaps not one in fifty
knows tbat the author of the farnous lines
is I)r. W. H4. I)runond, of Montreal.
Dr. Druninond wvas born iii Co. Antrin-C
Ireland, about tbirty-six years ago. He is
by no mecans a poet of one poeni,
altbougb tbe ur<iversal îîopularitv of «"I'lbe
%Vreck" mifigt start tbat assumiption.
He bas wvrittcn rnany others besides bis
inimitable legend of Lake St. Pierre.
Indeed, bis, "De Papineau Gun," tbe
autborshil) of whicb lias been attributed
to anotber, is a rival of bis "WVreck." He
lias also ii'iscellaneous pocmns of nit,
and poerns on Irish subjects replete îvitb
patriotisni and bubbling over with wit
and bunior;- for I)r. Drurnniond is
"Kindly Irish of the Irish." 1eradven-
ture, tbe day is near that will witness a
volume issue fnorn the press with the nanme
of Dr. 1)runîniond on its titie page, and
bebiold tbc Spirit of Laugbter «holding
both his sides" while lie moans and roars
over ils diverting contents. T'he editor
of "Ainenican Huniorous Verse" declares
that Dr, Druniond "'lias niastened the

pecutiarities and burnors of tbe French
Canadian vernacular and in verse bas a
field of bis owvn."* Long may lie remnain
over bis dornain ! An uunce of nîirth is
better than a ton of pbysic. This is a
liard saying for the ear of a doctor of
medicine, but it is a true saying. Tbe
nîinîlî of I)r. DrumTniond is alike breezy
and stîngless. His fun is genuine, the
absurdity lie laugbs at is essentially truc
to bunian nature, and the laugb it raises
is very geiiial, Thie poerns of bis wbicb I
have perused, except one, were niainly
concernied witb tbe surface of life, but tbe
exception i)roved, beyond peradventure,
that lie can diji below the surface wbien bie
chooses.

I 1now)% approach a n2me well and favor-
ably known to Catbolic readers-tbat
of Mr. J. A. j. McKenna. He differs
froni tl'e writers already nientioned in as
niucli as that lie confines irniself to pros~e
and ignores the tunefuil Muses. It is
said lie did comminit a fewv versified indis-
cretîoi:s iii tus salad days but tbey need
not be rceenbered against bimi lîre.
Mr. McKcnna wvas bc"-n in Chiarlottetown,
Prnince Edward's Island, wlien the world
was ilîirtv s'ears and more, younger thian
it is to.day. He reccived bis preliniinary
trainîing at St. latrick's Schocol and St.
l)unstan's College, in lus native city ;
and biis education was (:ontinued
under a privâte tutor. He carne
to, Ottawa, in the beginning of 1886,
baving accepted a piositioni ii the Civil
Service. He acted as private secretary to
the late Sir Jolin A. MNacdonald, and is
now a trusted officer of the I)epartrnent of
Indian affairs. He is an indefatigable
charitable and religious wvonker, baving
hîeld hiighi office in tlîat niost wvortby of lay
societies, the St. Vincent de Paul Society,
and in tbe Catbolic Trthti Society, as
jîresident of wbicb bie preceded Mr.
Josepb Plope, who nov fils that position.

Thle work of wvlicb Mr. McKenna is
autbor consists of papers on such subjects
as, "A Canadian example "; "Are Cana-
dian Cathlîoics Priest-Ridden " ;Wiatfils
Our lails "; "The Indians of Canada," and
"&Tbe Indian Laws of Canada." 'l'le
articles wbich bears; those titles appeared
in the Catholic World. 'llic hinesent
nuniber of that mîagazine contains a
charming paper by Mr McKenna entitled


