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PLEASANT JACK.
The other morning we were in tlîe inidst of

a tlîree days rain. The fire smoked, tue
diniiig-roomi ;as chilly, anîd -%vlien we as-
seînbled for breakfast, papa looked ratiier
grimn, anîd xîînxnnia tired, for the baby lîad
beeni restless ail niit, Polly wvas plainly in-
clined te. fretfulness, and ]3idgct was un-
deniabiy cross, w'vhein Jack .iine in with the
breakfastrolls fronti the baker's. He liad
taken off his rubber coat and boots in the
cntry, and bie caine in rosy and smiiing.

"Iiere's the paper, sir," said lie tohis father,
witli sucli a elîcerful toue tlîat bis fatlîer's
brow relaxed, anid lie said, " Ah, Jack, thank
yott," quite pleasantly.

Ilis unother lookcd up at liint smiling, and
hie just touclied lier cleek gcntly as lie passed.

"'The top of the unorning toyou, PollyNvog,"
lie said te. lus little sister; anîd delivered the
-rolls te. ]3idget, -%ith a "Ilere you are.
l3nidget. Areîî't you sorry you didn't go
yourself titis beautif til day? "

Ic gar'e the lire a poke and opened the
daîiiper. Xie siuke ceased, axîd presently
tbe coals begaut to glow, auîd five mnutes
afta.rJac canne in wve had garhiered arouuid
the table anîd wvere eating our ontnieal aq
cliecrily as possible. Thîis ,,eeiiis very simplle
ini tue telliiig, aiid Jaick xicver knew lie liad
-donce aniytliing. at ual ; but hoe lîad, iii ft-rýt,
*cliangledl the iwhole mîoral atunosphiere of tlîe
rootii, and liad startcd agloomy day pleasantly
for fi ve people.

"Ire iýi alway' so," said lus niotlier wlîen I
sJ)oke to lier about it nfterwards, "just 50
suiy aiid kind anîd re.idy ail te timie. 1
suppobe tlicra aire more brilliant bocys iii the
wvorld thait ille, but none vitli a kiiader
beart or a sweeter teniper. I arn bure of that.

And I tlîouglît, Wliy isiî't at disposition
NNortlî cultivatiig ? Isuî't it one's duty to be
pleasauit, just as well as to be lioue!st, or
tnîît lîful, or industrious, or generous?-Ghî'-Ms,&
ian at 11rork.

It was oiy a glad " good îiiorniîig'
AS slie linsseti alonuig tlia' wy;

Blut iL Sprea.d t lie unorning's glory
Over the liveloiig dav.

A BRAVE YOUNG MAN.
IIILIPi> McKAY was in a pecullarly

trigposition. Lef t early ini life
w ith the care of ait invalid niother,
libe ]îad succeed by indomitable
energy and per3eVerance in wvinning

for hiimself a position of trust in a large nier-
cantile concern, w'hicli enabled him to provide
for "littie mother"-as lie delighited to eall
lier-the comforts and maxiy of the luxuries
whiclî she craved.

Moreover, lie kept before him a shining
vision of a home, quite away from the grimne
and bustle of the busy city-a tiny cottage
wvhere the roses clambered iii riotous con-

fusioji, and the birds sang ail day long in the
great elin Nvliich shaded the windows of the
cheerful sitting-room.

More thian once lie had boarded a car at the
close of the. day's wvork iii tAie dingy office,
and had riddeu out into Gxod's beautiful
country-the country wvhich lay sa fair and
stili, witlî the rays of the setting suni restinig
like a beniediction upon its peace and beauty.
And always on1 sucli occa sion' iew lingered at
the bit of a liouse whicli realized bis vision,
fanceyiiîg bis niothier's face, witlî its weleom-
ing sinile, at thîe wviîîdow.

Ie ixîcaut to put on a fresît coat of paint-lie
knew--% tlie very sIi.tde-whieu lie liad coin-
pl)eted arrangemezts for its purcliase, a possi-
ility 'iîc el-er day beemed to grow
brg itr and more dsirable.
It ivas ail to be a glad surprise ta the little

inotiier. lie liad plannied it aIl, over and over
again. He wvould ask bier to ride %vith. bux
sonie briglit e-,ening, and kissing away lier
1prutubts hgiîs is extravagance, as lie
kîýiev -he uuldl terin the unwonted luxury
of a carniage, lie -%%ould drive slovly by, eaul-
inig lier attention to flie cosy, Lomne-like
cottage; aîîd wvlien slie liad admnired it ta his
liarts: content, as admire it site xnust, lie
ineant. to lead lier iii tlirough the tiny gate-
way, anîd, unlocking the door witlî an exult-
anit sexise of owiiîer.sluip, present lier -with the
key to lier homte. Olt, yeýs, lie liad livcd it al
over so often that iio iinuiitest detail of the
arraii-eiienit wa.s forgotten. eizhshapIn ;fne lie liad lioped to eiebibpy
drean. It is AI)ril now, and ini thie quiet of
his own rooni J>lilip Leit3 wr-estles witli
tueý mighty probleiu of duty, and luis strong
sp)irit quails as lie faces the resuit towards
whiiel btis conscience unwae-verinigly points.

Tie youiig nian -as a Cliristiani. Less than
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