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enco equal to that of the first ten.
Tiiose first ton years, have done more
to fix thie bent of lus life and cbarac1ýr
than ail the long years hoe may live
through in days succceding. In thei,
as the poet said, lias b on the main
fashioniuîg of hlmii; and Nvhiose lias beon
the chief part in that main Fashioning ?
118s it not becn bis mother's î l{ow
niomentous a niatter for hlm, thoen, what
sort of a one tlîat niother has bee-
vigorous or feeble, healthful or ailing,
luopeful or depressed, cheery or coin-
plaining, con)posEd or irritable, systemna-
tic or ohaotic. I{ow much doos it mat-
ter what sort of a motiiet lie bas had to
tue individuial. How inuicli does it mat-
ter wvhat sort of a succefision of mothers
it lias hiad for its successive generat ions
to the race. Is it siurprising that, there
should be tlîat adag e as to remarkabie
men and remarkable mothers I A-ad
human excellence is not oxclusively
thiat of those wNho have been remarka-
bie.

1A mian's fate," said an Oxford tutor,
looking ba ck upon lus college experience,
"Ca man's fate ail depends on the nur-
sing-on the mother, not ou the fathcr.
The father bas coiiimonly littie to do
with the boy tili the bout is given and
the foiundation of character lad. Ail
deponds on the motiior.>

Galton, jin bis Iferedlitary C'"enijus,
af ter citing, a s examples of reniarkable
wvomnei, the nuotiiers of Bacon, Buff'on,
Condorcet, Cuvier, l)'Al'eiibert, Grego-
ry, Watits, and othoers, adds: "It appears,
tluerefore, to be very important to, suc-
coss ini science that a man sluould liave
an able mother. . . . 0f txvo, mon
of equal abilitios, the one who hias a
truth-loving mother woud be mcrelikely
to follow the career of science."

Again, wvho-in Lewes' Life ol
&'oet/e-can read the poot's, early history,
wvith its absorbingly iuteresting account
of the training hie received from. bis
Inother, -without feeling how much the
marvellous material, owved to, its marvol-
lous manipulation; how what. the son
grew into was vory largely wbat luis mc-
ther made him. into; or, at lowost,
prepared and fitted-in fact, enabled-
ii to grown into? XVhav, if (ioothe's

miother had nev.er married 1 Would she
have written Faust ?

These questions suggYest that, froznm
the training of tluo nan-the manipulax-
tion, tlmat I.>J, of the humna» matrial-
wc go 1back to the inaterhdl itself ; to tlie,
îîaking of that whicli, af ter it lîad boeei.
ilnado, the inotlier's trainingr bafi to nia-
nipiilite-frouni the infant new boriu to.
tbe infant unborni. FIere, doubties, we.
are in a rogion of far less certainty.
Iloro, we bethuinh ius of the Psalmist's
"lWe are made secretly." Nevorthieles,.
even bore tliere are sucli considerable.
probabilities as, I carinot but thiink,
oluglut to have great practiksul wt iglit.
,with us. "cMatprial," -%vhy the word.
itsolf is but Latin for miothering, a,
lentbhened out foi in of mater. XVe have.
no0 correspondîng paterial.

A few mobients since, we had bofore.
us thue wonderful contrast of whîat man
-%vas on the day (f his birth, and whiat,
in nine or ton years from that birtliday,.
luis niirsing and training had nmade or
mnanipulatod bim. into. But, now, let
us look at a stili more wonderful change.
and transfiguration, transcending that
otmer one ove» far more than it trans-
couds ail those of luter life-change ani.
contrast hroughit about, too, in a period.
muîch shuorter, one couinting, indeed, by
moruths, iiustead of yoars.

Instead of rimie or ton, yoars for-warcl,
froni lus beginning oni the day on which.
lie mvas born ,go ninoe months back%vard.,
to the true beginniug and starting'point
of luini, wben, by growvt1, and develop-
ment, lie lîad to ho builtup -ai-d prepared.
for being boru. "&What," asks.LMr.Hfer.
borb Spencer, "'can ho more widely con-
trasted tua» a nomviy bor» clîild and the-
sniali semi-transparent gelatîn ous spher-
ule constituting, the hunu ovuau?. The,
infant is so complex in, structure that ii
cyclopiedia, is needeci te, drscribe its.
constituent parts. The germinal visicle-
is se simple that it may he descrihed in,
a lino.

But, that aR but structureless and,
unspeciaiised oeil, or cellule, is itself. a.
minute bit, more or less detaclied,. of the
maternai organisin ; and (excapt for th.
otlher scarcely' distingîuishahie paternal.
cellule which originally coalesced in
it), that whole wonderful aritenatai.
structure, «with ail its perpiexities, is
merely and exclusivehy made out oie the.
mother's living substance; it lias Ixien.


