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Why two ts in ditty, one in cety?

Mr L, Lyon rites from Conuneaut, O.:
“The only way to mend sp. is to Reep at
work. 1t wil take several years 1o estab-
lish an alfuabet.”

[t is much to be regreted that d was
alowd to fall out of use, The sound is not
at all a compound of those of t and h, by
uniting which we indieate it. It is a per-
fectly simpl sound as much so as siand it
wud be wel il filologists undertaking to
simplify sp. wud advocate restoring o. .
Ther wud be no dificulty, or very litl, in
ringing it gradualy into vog, R White,

W. -Before the Conquest W owas litl
wsed.  Where Anglo-Saxon printed books
hav it, manuscripts hav the old Rune p.
After the Conquest, when many Romance
words begining with V wer coming in, a
distinction had to be made hetween this
sound and that of old p, the later was rep-
resented by dubl v. It must carefuly be
observd that novelty as to W was in the
caracter, not in sound. The sound w was
ancient, and on it an interesting question
risesi—Whether this sound, now a chief
caracteristic of our Janguage amid its fam-
ily, was contracted in this iland by ming-
sling of Saxons with Britich Kelts, or is
relic of a once pangothic sound, which
has faded evrywhere els, alike in Teuton
and Scandinavian worlds. - Farle's [0l
The last statement needs qualification: w
is comon in curent German orthografy,
but is invariably pronounced v in “the
best” German—ther is no sound w. In
some districts, however, where pronuncia-
tion is considerd more or les dialeetic, w
is sounded, not v, but as we do. What is
the conection hetween these districts and
Britan in linguistic history (paratel to eth-
nology) has yet to he elucidated.
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DEVOTED TO PRONUNCIATION AND AMENDED SPELING.

ToroxTo, CaNADA, May, 1888.

The Herald.

“AMENDED SPELIXN.
(From Cupadion Sclent Obscrrer, Toronto,)
We hav receivd 7he Herold, publisht in
Toronto, “devoted to pronunciation and
amended spelin.® The editor thinks the
reforms inorthografy that he advocates in
his Htl paper ar caleulated to benefit man-
Kind, especialy def-mutes. {We hav putit
ssapeling™ - never sspelin.”™ We hav never
said anything about special adaptability to
the def-dum. Why misrepresent so?| e
concludes, from some source of informa-
tion, that the system of instruction adopt-
ed in the Ontario Institution is detectiv in
one particular, und that the education of
the def in Canada needs his help to be-
come respeetabl, {Great Gesar!] Itis quite
cevident that he has a very imperfect nol-
edge of def-mute instruction, and imagins
that “lip-reading™ constitutes the basis of
proceeding. [ Yu “imagin.”] The “com-
bined system,” which prevails in nearly all
scools for the def on this continent, is fa-
vord in the Ontario Institution. Tt consists
of the oral, manual and sign language. . .
Few def-mutes can be succesfuly taut the
purely oral method. In the Ont. Institu'n,
out of 240, not over 40 ar capabl,and ar
under an experienced and traind teacher.
The rest find the manual alfabet and sign
language more suitabl and make good
progres. We admit that English contains
irregular orthografy, but the flerald's ye-
forms ar not likely to find favor with the
public. They ar too radical.  Def-mutes
especialy no very litl about “a fotograf of
sounds™ asthe eye isthe principal medium
of instrue'n. If compeld to choose between
the Jerald’s“complete alfabet” [theris no
such thing] and Volapiik,another kind of
speling reform [Is it? Wetho't it the new
world-speech.} we wud take the later—for
brevity, anyway: “They wil hav been lov-
ed” in Volapiik is “pulifus.”  Only that,
and nothing more. | This sentence has no
verh!] Can the Iferald beat that? [No, go
foot: take yur “spelin” with yu!) -

~\Why two ds in ruddy, one in stndy?
~-\W. M., givh some acounts to colect, re-
turnd one markt “doughiful!” (fact.)



