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to send hlm back to Larioci, or wlhatever is
the naine of the place ho say she cornes from.'

, Maybo he'1l bo mending in a day or
two,' suggcsted Mrs. Hucherby, who wvas
net altogether pleased N'ithi this advico.

I c oula hold on vi' 1dmii for a Nyceek, or, on
apinchi, for a fortnighit. He's ailvays deait,

hionestIy wi' me, and I know hie'll pay me
baci wvhen lie's ab work againi.'

ÀA w'eek or a fortaiglit is nothing liore
or there,' zaid the doctor, pulling on his
Nvarnx gloves, impatient to bo gone; 'l1
nover Ica-ve that room alive.'

1 You don't Say s0, sir!' cried she, Nwitiî
Iifted hands; 'why, wliat's amiss? Ho
%vas out the inider end of last weck.'

' A, man Nvith heart diseaso and Iuug
disease as advanced as lis, can't live,
replied the docter, beckoning te the groom
to brig the smart dog-cart to the door of
the littie sbop. ' Ail the saine, Mrs.
lin 1cerby, I don't Say ho 'wiii die at once;
it îuay bo wvekls, or even months, or it may
bc to-niorrow. So your hest plan is to get
ria of Ihim. at once, before it is too late te
move hini.'

Mrs. Hucl<erby returncd to thIclchn,
,where tho baby, awalioned by the doctor's
Soenorous toues, was wçhivapering in the
diiap)idated cradie.

Slie tooke the littie one np, and sat down
in tho rocking-chair before the fire. She
wantedl to malie up lier mind about Fergus,
and -with the baby in lier lap, stretching
out its haro tocs to the warmth, and cooing
and smiling iute its mother's face, she
applied sudh powers as she liad to the puz-
zhing question.

One detail after another camne up. Shc
bard brolien into Fergns's last lialf-crown,
and, eucept his tools and few garments, ho
owned nothing wortli seiiing. She herseif
had nothing ini band; though, it was true,
business was improving. She remembered
she bad oniy just succecded in getting one
burden off lier shoulders-that terrible
bread-bil-and. it vas hard if shc must at
once bind another upon thom. The chl-
dren neyer liad enough food to satisfy
them, with ail bier efforts, and no one knew
how hungry sbe often went lierseif.

. Beyond and abovo ail these very serious
considerations, and more to ho feared than
ail these, M'as tho lieavy additional labour
of nursing to a woman wlio wvas already
worked to the last extromity, andi the
shrinking dialilie to a death in the house.
And thon people would laugh at lier, and
tell lier she Nvas a fool to go spending lier
time and very scarce monoy over a stranger
who, was nothing to lier.

' Nay, it can't be donc. Ho'1l jnst have
to go to the House,' said slie at las t, lookîng
down at the tender creature iv'ho miglit
have to suifer if Fergus were lie1 t. ' No-
body can't say it's my duty, Ptm sure. It's
more nor I coula do-sitting up at niglits,
and the lifting, and thc Nvoar and tear o'
nerves. He'Il have to go, and tIcý sooner
the botter. Thougli I'm sorry for the poor
chap, and I'd lieep lin. if I could.'

SIc Settled in lier own miina to go te the
proper authorities respecting the Inatter
the following morning. And, setting the
baby down on tho strip of 'worn carpet be-
fore the lire, she applied lerseif again to
the wash-tuh, whence thc doctor's visit had
called lier.

Aitbougli Mrs. Hlucherby lad cerne te
this very reasonable decision, yet the niatter
was running in lier mimd ail day-wliilst
pounding a'way at the clothes; whilst
hianging them, up on tle rope across the
reoi, te tlie sad revelation of their wvorn con-
dition; as she weiglied potatees in thc shop,
or sold hlfpenny-worths of cross and spring
onions ; talking te tIe chidren, smoothing
Fergus's bed for him, or niaking lis porridge.
Somehow sIc coula net forget it.

It happened tliat ]?ergus was ratIer Iew
to-day. Ho lad more than one ladl fit of
coughing. Qne lime, wlien sIc lad doue
'what could be done te case him, ho said
weakly, 'God bless yeu, niissis, for your
kindness te a poor fellow who hasn't a
friend' ; thon, with the graco that cornes
naturally te a Highlander, lie added, 1 You
anti yeurs shan't suifer fer me. l'Il
try to inake up for it ail when l'in eut

«There's ne call to speak of it,' sîe said,
quite ungracefully, even crossly. She coula
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