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altogether, and arben overruled ln tha ho stipu.
lated decisively tInt Mysie sbould net returu tc
Mr. Hope's.

Tis arbitrary interdiet miglit bave' been dis-puted, but that the cottage was se, literally a tiriyaboli of a place, with merely four little roonas Onone fleor, and a sleeping-place for the servant
girl iu the roof. Vcry pretty, iudeed, it aras insituation; the littie parieur overleoking a long
reacli cf the winding river, aud witb -an aspect
that comimanded a vicar cf the settiug sun, butshut away frein ail land viears cf Hall or C haci
by trees aud aîîrrounding sfirubs. It suited Mr.
Hope's feelings thus te, have Lis prospect limitedete river sud sky. Ho aras rupidly lapsing into
the late autumu cf life, and the sunsets wre
cloquent te himn, telling cf a calm ovening, und
cf the briglituess cf the rising day lu the landafar off. Marian'e taste accut made the littie nestcosy, but beth father and daughter Lad a delicacy
sensitively restraining thora fron a nything that
might appear intrusive; and as Miss Austwicke,
lu tbe meat pointod aray, Lad said te, Marian,accu after their cemiug te the cottage,"Il0f course,
Miss Hope, yeu fully understand that if yeuxfamily included more than tare persons, mybrother areuid net Lave ofl'ered you that more
nutsbell," ilMarian Ladl ne alternative, but, aiththanks, te gay, IlShe porfoctiy uudersteed thatand the nutabeil was just what lier father liked.":

Ilenceforth Marian cculd net evercome the
restruint that Miss Austwicke's reserve imposod.
It se dhilled lier that sbe nover criginated sny
topie lu conversation wbeu Gertrude's aunt aras
prosent ; aud time increased the sense cf colduoss
aud distance. Net that Mise Austarieke aras
ctberwvise than kind ; she was, indeed, oiuborately
se, but that very eluboration induced ceustraint
lu the obliged party, se, that the great cornent cf
intorceurse-genialiy...was wantlug.

These tbree years did net pass arbolly without
incident te Gertrude.

Ameng the aremen-servants aras eue, callod
Ruth, the Gnbbina Lad hired when the family
arere in London ut the time cf De *Lucy Aust-
aricke's dcatb, and te o homld Mrs. C orfit, from
the petuian.e cf ugo, jeulous cf any eue usurping
lier authority, hadl taken a great dislike. Nosooner Lad the family returned, than the agedheusekeeper aaserteli er peower by giving Ruth
notice te quit. Tis caused a quarrel amougthe highly sensitive geutry cf the second table.
Mr. Austaricke, aranting te make changes in the
establishment, availod imsecf cf this rupture te
pension off Mro. Comflt. Kuowing Mrtiu te lie
au exporienced, active areman, long trusted by
the family, sud liked by bis arife, hLeleevated ber
te, the diguity cf heusekeeper; aIe uudertuking
te train and superiutend a araitlng-maid for Misa
Honeria. Near, as Martin sud the fnncticnary
aIe superseded Lad long diliked cacI ether, cf
course RutL's haviaLg failed te please Mrs. Ccmflt
aras rather a reocmmeudation te Martiu's geod
graces. Among higb sud lear, ccmmuuity cf
dislike lasemetimes as efficaciena as botter feel-
ings. Consequeutly, instead cf lieing disnifssed,Ruth aras levated tothe diguity cf upper bouse-
maîd. We sheuld net bave eutered iute thesedemestie details, but cur rendors ariil ne doulit
surmise that tbie Ruth was ne cther than the ser-
vant formerly at the "lRoyal Sturgeen," South-
ampton,' sud the ally, la some atrange seuse, cf
Blurke.

Nctbing couid lie quieter or more erderly thanthisaroman, as Martin raid-"l Certainly thorearas quite enongl cf lier, near upon two yards,
arhioh was expeusive teoctLe, but tînt aras berloek eut. Hearever, every eue kuew as a lieuse-
maid must have lieues, aud the longer the botter.
Net as long liees as botter aupplied witb
ellica- grease for rubbing furuiture, but they'd a
meach nas aas undeniable."

Gertrude heariiag ly accident this speech ef
Martin'a ene day laughed very Leartily, sud said,
"Martin, thon yeu ike overreacing people? Il

IlLauk, miss; 9'everroaching,' arhy I nover
lioered anything like you. 1Ithink, for the mutter
e' that, as Ruth la a sert ef mumcliance ; ,can't
say lie te n goose,' if se lie as goeeeaas a' gazinglu the Hall; sud Pas te lier being overreadhing,

- Noiy it Bo happozud Uat Mart-*n' word, arere

u-SPOken at this time when she waa standing in thEto lobby, aud it startled Gertrude to see that Ruth
was passing behiud Martin, and that she must

a-have beard the word cioverreaching,"1 for sheiy stopped suddenly a moment as if about té, speak;)n coioured violently, and then hurried on.
feeingws o répugnant te Gertrude té, wound thein eelngsofthe humbiest that she was aunoyedïg at the incident and frona that time,' in lier sweetet way, made amenda for the invountary pain shoe feltt sure Lad been cansed, by tisking kindly notice of,e Ruth,' who, whether ahe was really Lappier inb.ler present service, or feit the iuspiring influence

de of gratitude, certainly be came a most attentive,Loefficiente and valuable servant,
re Iu the autumn, Mr. and Mrs. Basil Austwickeid went on the Continent, and Gertrude fell ili of aid rheumatic attack that was uot thought absoiuteiyt daugerous, but was so very painful and tedieus-y that it cenfined the sufl'erer to lier roona neurlytt four months. Marian attended bier like a sisterelin the daytime, but Gertrude, with the waywurd-leness of iilness, would have no one but Ruth te aitelup with her at night.
Lr Misa Austwicke wished to have a professionalynurse sent for; but Gertrude's entreaties prevail-
-eed, and Ruth was instalied as the night attend-Sant, Martina taking hier full share of sick-room

tending during the day.
Gertrude's malady Lad coutinued about thirteeneweeks, and worn ber very sadly, when she was1.prenounced by lier medical attendant tolbe rapidlyyrecovering. That day ahe had been dressed in,a ordinary attire, and not oniy sat up, but, with theis belp cf Miss Hope and Martin, had walked across.a the roona. There wras a something more than theyilok of tender congratulation on Mariau's face uttthe recovery of bier friend, there was surprise alsoýf-a surprise thathiartin sbr.red, aud guve instant

expression to.
IlWýell, r nover!1 cniy to look at Miss True!1Gracious goodness, Lcw p!eased missus wil

1bc 1"I
"0l f course, papa and mamma will bc giad I'mbotter; but they do not quite know how iii I've

been, Martin."
"IOh, but they'Il bc struck al cf a hicap-

comical like-jest as Miss Hope is, only she won't1say right eut like me. 1 do wish, now, as youiceuld just ketchi hold of 8ometbing while I goeste, fetch MJis Honor."
"Whatever do you mean, Martin ? what la itthat la altered se ln me?

ciWhy, law, Miss, yeu've grow'd. You aint agiant, te, bc sure-a good ways off tliatstill; butyou aint a dwarf ne moe),'
" lHave I grown ? have 1, indeed? said Ger-

rtrude, trembling with wenkness.
i Marian drew a chair and sat lier la it, suy-1ing-

" lYou're my own dear fairy stili; but I thiuk
the name will net bLexclasitalypro
priate as it Las been.,iI Yasltalyppo

"iOh, if I pieuse papa that way, though it's nemenit of nmine I shalliec glad, dear Marian-very
glad."

Martin wheeied a cheval-glass before ber chair,and they botb helped lier te, rise, andi she saw the
change.

tgWell, realiy, Plm net a pigmy," she said. Isuppose if I de net reacb the Austwicke standard,I shall be forgiven if I amrnont mucli below thegeneral heigbt.'1
At this instant Miss Austwicke entered, ber

fa"e weariug the hue of that paliid meiauchoiywhich had uow settled upon it ; but for a moment
U ielighited up bier gloonay oyos witb ahaif

"Wby, Gertrude, cbild, yen bave growu atlast 1 Yeu're 1'littie True'1 ne more."
"lNet the ieast of the littie, aunt, but yet Trueever. I tbink I sliould like those twoe aords tebe the Austwicke mette."
Wbat made Ler aunt turu away with somethiugthat seemed a shudder front ber niece, whe was,in bier Caressing way, leaning lier cheek tewardsMisa Austicke for the oxpected kiss ? Wbatladebs aid that itwaas witbheid? How strangeAunt Houerwaas i The yeung girl's eyes, nlarg-edliy ber i ' nes, looked their arender; and MissAustwicke read the look, aud, conatraining lier-sou; ealled a CoTnlouplace phrase o bler aid.

a « After ail, child, 'WL' the mind that's the
à. measure,' or, - what ia it ?-I the stature ef the
ýt man er areman."'l

" lHave net I aaid se any time these seven:years ?" replied Gertrude, aroarily, "suad yennover agreed arith me before. But, thore, if papa
a pleased, that's eueugh."l
1 Trifling us this incident mnay appear, Gertrudet bad been se made te, feel the disappoiutment cftber relatives, that thc auddeu discevery cf berf grcwtb curing ber illucas rather excited ber; sud
iwen aIe areut te, rest it prevcnted ber sleeping.

i But 8Ie knew eneugh cf the importance cf sloep
,te her recovery net te, negleet te arco it by ex-trame quietude. 11cr chamber was darkeued,

sud tIc attendant Ruth romained lu the adjacent
tdressing.ron,, frcm arbeuce cnly tho feebleat rayrcf the nigbt.lamp aras permaitted te glimmer inte

3 the bed-room.
Gertrude closed ber eyes aud lay perfectly still,ratIer lulled than etborarise Ly the aecustoed

seuud cf the knittîng.needles, witb arIoso exorciseLRuth often beguiled the Leurs cf aratching. Atlast tIc little familiar click aras still, sud Ger-truade aras glsd te, think that lumber bad surpris-
cd ber vigilant attendant. Some time pasacdarben tbcre aras a faint rustie, sud n littie seundlike the craaking cf n board iu the floor under

L Wh;ithout op eningtber c-yelida, Gertrude glanced1threugh their long fringesan sudaa-by the dira1light that eame in from the dressing-room deorL-te ber surprise, that Ruth aras ceepiug noise-îlessly tearards the Led. It aras surely neithoriarroug uer unusual that the aratcher shonld seet whetber lier charge aras sleeping; but aemething,
Gertrude knea net arhat in hbor manuer, keptthe young girl spell.liouud.

Iu a few moments Ruth aras ut ber bedsidoIesning over sud loekiug at ber. Weuderingarhat it mesut, Gertrude coutinued te lie stili,arben, jnst as asedrewa slong breatb, sud arasabout te oen ber eyes, sud say, "lPray go.away, you disturb me, Ruth," she foît semething
faîl ou ber ck-it aras a tsar. Ruth arascrying silently but bitterly. TIcearoman mcvedbuck a step, pressed ber Lands tight over berchest, as if te still the bcuting cf ber heurt, snd
îuutterd-

"She's botter, the peor, wece thing. I fearedte tbink sbe'd die. It aras Lad eueugh, that oeedeat-bad eneugb, but this yeung gera's saved.Yes, yes, it's ail right-all right."1
There aras a tone nas if a baud aras hovcringcvortho invalid's Lead, sud !îad aecidentalîy tound-cd ber bair. Gertrude aithout opening Ler oye;turned away; sud Ruth, in n startled manuer uttIc mevemeut, erept bsck te the dressing-room.

Thon, iu an instant after, roissned frora it, sudaralking in lber usual mauner, camne te, ber Led-aide, smeothed sud ndjuated thse clothies, and Ger-
trude spoke-

"Ruth.»
"Yes, miss; it'a eniy me. I tbcuglt yenmigît blicocld. I hope I bave ns disturbcd

yen T"
She tucked np tIc bed-clotbes sud arent away,lenving Gertrude o te rvlve ber proviens strunge

arords and manner, arhich abe did arithent beingable te make anything cf it, until sho foul inte a
deep bealtb-giving sloep.

With the merning came the the recelloction
cf thc incident, sud iL aras s part cf Gortrude's
frank nature te, speak epeuly about it." Ruth," I she said, I 1ceuld almot tbink I
aras dreaming lat night about yen.»

"Aboot me, miss ?»
"Yes;- Loaryen came te my Led erying-ery-

iug tsars, sud said, 1'Itwaas Lad eneugh, that oe
deatb ; but this ene's saved. Yea, it's ail right."',

Rutb'sarwide,' paie face cbunged te au asîytint, ber fnll, light cyca dilated sud glared utGertrude, arho, ahocked at the expression cf lierceuntenauce, exclaimed-
9"4Whst's the matter, Ruth? arlat ovor makesyen look like tInt? arbat dees it all menu?

Spak ?"
44Nethiug,miiss?" abe said, evidently msking agreat offert at compesure, sud the rigid leokpased aray. IlNotlting ; you maa4 as yen say,

Lave been drearning2"
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