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The advantages thug gained, it is contended,
would more than compensato for tho cxpenso
incurred in mixing and in tho uso of additional
apace.

! ‘Tho Farl cf Derby has mado a suggestion which
cre lung will be put iuto practice, o proposes
o grand exhibition of portraits of all ages, Tho
old hails of England tecn with likeacsses of men
famoug in history, very many of them painted
Ly masters of tho art.  To tho antiquarian and
tho student the exhibition will bo exceedingly
interesting, A preliminary weeting has already
been held, and an cfiurt i3 to bo made to secure
tho exbibition building at Kensington for the
purposo named,

Dr. 1. G, Ollendorfl, tho inventor of the royal
road to the knowledge of German, French, Latin,
and other languages, is dead. It is perbaps a
matter of regret that his book will not dio with
him, It is very much to be quegtioned whether bis
system ever belped any one to anaceurate know-
ledgoe of any tonguo; while it is certain that half
tho labour cxpended in following faithfully his
dircctions would, if applicd to less pretentious
thongh more old fashioned works, have been
tended with thoroughly satisfactory results. Phc
doceased Doctorduring thirty yearsof peflingand
publislung was very successiul commercinily, and
dicd worth s large san of money.

BIBLICAL CRITICISM
AND SCIENTIFIC ENQUIRY.

HE “,llowing isa report of eomo cbservations of
:fr hos. Lych at 1ho recent anmversary of the
Goological Scciety:

s« In the discusslons which Ihavo lately heard, on
thio propricty of certaln writers having opealy declared
tho mudifications ju thelr views, to which they had
been led Ly new discoveries in science, I havo heard
sumn allo schulars of about my own age gravcly
dectare that, whilo they highly approved of rescarches
in eclenco and Liblical criticism, aud wero Interested
in sccig tho Jight which modern researchies in phy-
sivy, langua,cs, cthnolugy, and antiyulties, wero shed-
ding on ilic luterpretation of Scripture, and while
they were of opinlon that questions arising out of
thesc inguirics shiould Lo thought out aud communi-
cated to tho learzed—they yet regretted that they
were nut all publisled, as they would liave been somo
four centurics ago, ju the Latin languago, so as to bo
confincd to a circle which could bo safely entrusted
with such novelties withiout thero being any danger of
unscttlivg thocreed of the multitude.

«¢ T cauno: hiclp belng amused when I try to imagine
what wounld hayo beea tho sensatlons of theso fricnds
of mino, if they had happened casually to drop into
tho theatro iu Jermyn Street when I'rofessor Huxley
was lecturing on ko origin of species and of tho
various races of mankind, or when Professor Rameay
was giving the course of lectures, which ho has just
concluded, on geological timc—and observed that
theso discourses, delivered gratis, o1 for a mero nomi-
nal feo, in & Government cstablishment, wero addres-
scd totho working classes—to o large, intelligent, and
enthusiastic oudience composed of tho artizans of
London=that they were given, not to a seleet few and
in a dead language, but in the vulgar tonguo, in good,
fmpressive, clear, and often cloquent Eoglish—what,
1eay, would havo been tho reflections of my friends
upon tho want of Judgment shown by tho teachers of
tho present geoeration, in freely communicating such
knowledge to such a class of students? But, if it wero
possiblo to limit tho communication .f new truths to
aprivileged clase, you will, I am sure, agreo with me
that it is pot desirablo or right to do so; and that no
state of society can beconceived more dangerous than
oue in which tho distanco between the opinions of tho
educated fow and tho less cducated miliions is contl
nually becoming wider and wider, in matters in which
all must tako tho deepest interest.

« Therois, howover, another step fn advanco, which
it is high timo for ecicntifio Jaymen to take, if they
would bo true to themselves and to science. Itis not
cnough that they ehould themsclves communicato
frecl, to all thenew traths at which they havoarrived.
Thcy should lend their encouragement, sympathy, and
support, to thoso members of tho clergy (a body to
wham tho cducation of thie millions {8 malnly en.
trusted) who boldly como f srward to make known such
truths 8s scicuco bas cstablished, even when tlcy

neccssitato the modifeation of somo of those theolo-
gleal and traditional opinfons in which wo havo all
been brought up. Thoy should admire and honour
them for tho sacrifices thoy sro ready to meko in thelr
efiorts to reform the popular views of Scripturo, and
to bring them {nto harmony with tho conclusions dc-
duced from sclentifio inquiry, Abovo all, they should
protest agninst tho doctrino of those who hold that
tho moment any ono of theso teachors, appointed by
tho natlon, has acquired clear knowledgo of somo of
theso now truths, ho should resign his post, and give
placo to somo other, who, belng fgnorant, could con-
scientionsly go on teaohing the old doctrines, or, stot
being ignorant, could recor-cilo it with his senso of
duty to teach othiers what ho docs not believe hime
Scln”

REVIEWS.

Books for review should bo forwarded, assoon as pub-
lished, to tho Editor, SATURDAY REaDrn, Montreal,

o

THE OLD THING.

AVING n bad mewory for names and dates, we
are unablo to eay who wroto tho first romanco,
and, fn like manner, wo cannot tell ourreaders tho
particular day of tho week, and year on which it was
fssucd. Wo aro also unahlo to say whether it was tho
first, sccond, or third novel that contained thystory
of o Seeret Love, a Sccret Marriage, n Ducl and a
Wedding, Certain it is that very early in tho history
of written romanco, Sceret Loves, Secret Marriages,
Secret Ducls and ubiic Weddings becamostaplocom-
modities in tho world of fiction; and with a duo
respect for auclent custom, Mrs, Leprohon Las tra.
velled upon tho beaten track with commendablo rocti-
tude.

Antoinctte de Mirecourt ® is a historical romancy.
Itis purcly Canadian, treating of Canadian persons
and places, appealing to Canadian scntimentand sym.
pathy. \Weo forbear discussing two genernl remarks
about such works. Firstly, the difficuity tho wnter
hus to cucounter in getting heroes who shall bo
natural and fit charactcrs—~and of securing that
romantio sctting, that atmosphory other than our
own overyday ono, which is so necessary to ro-
mance, Sccondly, thero has been s0 much dono
alrcady in romances,—Dalwer, James, and a host
of others, that even a Canadian guthor must sufler by
comparison. Bricfly the plot is this, Antoinctto do
Mirccoart i3 tho daughter of & Scigneur, whoso seig-
neurio (Valmont) is uot on tho map. Sho has a cousin
Mdme. D'Auluay, who incidentally possesses a hus.
band who lets her work her own sweet will, provided
Lois not disturbed i Ius library. Tho sceno is, we
may 8ay, in Montreal, inl762. Miss deMirecourt goes
to Muntreal to dissipatomuch as any onoe would in
1862. Sho falls desperately in lovo with ono Audley
Sternficdd, an oflicer in the Eonglish army, Ho is
frresistibly Lhand:ome, of courso. io has thus two
things against lum .—~Lisnamo and lus zature. Audley
is completely played out. Irresistiblo young fops, suci
as tho Assyrian Buit in ** Maud,” snd with whom tho
heroing always fallsin loveuro reatly getting too com-
mon. Thefull sout loathetlitho honcy-comb, Witk this
young man Antoincttefallsinlove, and Ly a concatena-
tion of clrcumstances is forced to marry him sccretly
Sho becomes biis wifoin nothing butinso much that the
ceremony hag been performed. 1o also acquires the
right of hectonng about Lier flirtations, and of himself
flirting monstrously without reproof, But tho plot
thickens, A Mr., Louis Dehuchesno was proviously
introduced upon tbe stage. Fapas appear on tho
wholo to have been much tho eamo fn 1762 that they
aro in 1§62. flo Lindly announced that sho would
marry Beauchesno in four weeks, The lady demurred,
Leing marricd alreedy, Whercupon o lively scene
occurred. Miss do Alirecourt provails upon Mr. Loais
Beauchesno to assist her in, wo may say, humbug-
ging her papa.  Mr. Louls Beauchesne pretends to bo
cngaged to ler, and postponcs tho cercmony for six
months. Belog very much in love and not showingit,
appears to bo Lis forte. This coavenient decoy duck,
Mr, Louis Beauckesne, staves of{tho’ tho imagery is
bold) discovery forsomo time, Captain A, Sternflold
deslines to publish his marriage, kindly assigningosa
rcason to his bride that ho only waits Lior coming of
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250 %0 that lio may sccuro hier fortuno. Thts Is canudid,
Just now Misstlo Mirccourt discovers that she does not
lovo Audley. Tho man in question fe¢ Colonel Cocll
(Cecil of all nameos, how sweot), Evelyn (Evelyn of all
names Jiow original 1) a stoleal member of tho British
arlstocracy, who was disappoivted inlove. 1o loves
lier, and shio loveshim. Hodlscovers her love for Mr.
Steinticld, and cuts her acquaintance. All the chisrac.
ters drivo madly to Lachine, whero thoy lunch on pro-
visions carricd out in a hamper. Every ono races
from Montreal to Valmont, and Is detained by tho
roads, Bliss de Mircourt has a confirmed habit of
cryiog herself to sleep. Mr. Louis Beauchesno and
Captaln A, Sternfield meetat a ball, Jiiss do Mire-
cotirt fs about to danco with Mr. Louls Beauchesne,
Stoinfleld insists on hier dancing with himself—sho docs
80. Well, Mr. Louls Boauchesne challenges Captain
Sterutiold, and Xills him, This is tho last wo henr of
Mr. Izuis Beaucbesne. Mo fifes to Irance, and cone
sistently marrics somo onc else. Miss do Mirccourt—
wo beg pardon, Mrs, Sternficld—waitsupon be  us
band’s dying couch. Eoswearsand sighs, and finally
dies forgiven.  Mrs, Sternfigld has an attack of brain
fover, and marries Colonel Evelyn,—and that's oll,

Brictly tho book Is good for Canada. It faithfully
tells its story withont opisodes and digressiops, It
sticks to Canadian accuracy and to Canadian characs
ter. Tho plot §s ingenious onough, particularly ns
regards X e Beauchesno and his collaterals; by killing
Captafi. oternficld, hio puts himself out of the way, .
3Mr. Evelyn marrics a maiden-widow, and wo thus
overcomo tho natural repugnance to tho truo love
weddlng tho scoundrel’s widow. Tho book is not
strong in incidontal descriptious of tho characters or
scencry. Still we can confidently cailit our best Canae
din. novel, en allendant micux.

Mr. Genand has translated it with the fidelity and
spint of a echolar and translator. Such reciprocity
among autliors tonds to a better acquaintanco with
our national literature in bothlanguages, by tho:o who
do not posscss another tonguo than their own,

Womay bricfly cito (pagoe 278) vs:e Jittloesror, Tho
man whoso last stato was worse than lus first, 13 mene
tioncd by tho Evangelists, and not by bt. I'aul, s tho
author states.

To conclude. TL's bouk Is intended as a lesson
agalost foolish aud inexpenenced young girls forme
ing scnscless  attachments with  auny bandsome
young fop they may mect. It teachics tho fully of
undertaking obligations whoso performanco cntaiis
troubles which were not anticipated and provided for,
1t shows us that @ woman by such aliason forfeitstho
lovo of ono that is truo and manly. It tcaclics the
{mprudenco of silly match-aking, but wocannot help
regretiing that tho suthor hos thought it necessary to
defaco thuso goud morals by throwming such & hulo of
romauco around tho cluso of Ler heromw’s carcer
This nay bo pecessary in writing an attractive novel,
but, it ttis sc,it §s 8 neceseary evil. Tho lossun of
Miss do Mirecourt’s misery and sufferings, brought on
by fuolish and imprudent conduct, will be totaudy Jost
on tho romantio young rcader, when sho learns that
tho said Miss do Mirccourt's misfortunes ultumately
rosulvo themselves into & happy union with tho man
sho loves and by whom sho is boloved. AwLib,

{1ArPY IDEA.—VWe understand that a society is
about to bo organized on this continent, for tho pur-
pose of sccuring from tho various Rallway companes,
and the prescnt contractors, tho solo privilego of ecll,
ing ncwspapers, periodicals, magazines, books, &c.,
on tho Railway cars and at the stations, The object
in viow Is to uso this important medium, through
which ecuch an enormous quantity of perniclous and
trashy seosationliteraturois circulated, fortho diffusion
of periodical books, magazines, &¢., which tend to tho
fmprovement of tho public morals. It 13 certalnly a
happy fdes, and if found practicablo and judiciously
managed, wo havono doubt but alargo amountofrcal
good may bo accomplished, It wouldboanun doubted
boon to tho travclling public if nine-tenths of the cur-
rent literaturo wero entircly banished from tho cars,
and replaced by something of & more healthy Ceserip-
tion. Tho alo of this trashy stufl; combined with tho
prize packago systcm of cozenago forms ouo of tho
chief bores with which tho traveller mects. Wolearn
that the committco which has been formed for tho or-
gaunization of the society roferved to, has met threo
times; oncoin Californis, onco in tho Eastern States,
and onco in tbo Louse of & respectod citizen of Mon.
trea) who takes an activo fntorest in such matters,



