TUHRONAGI SOUTH CASRIAR,

THER YOLINWING ACCOUNT OF THE TRIP QF TWO
RXI'LORKRS WILL K INTERPETING TO THE KiTAe
MAATS. MESSRS STHFLE AN DURY WRNT THR (UGN
BOUTIt ("ABRIAR THiS SUMNER, RMPLUYING PART
OF TIE TIME, SuMin of TUE KITAMAATS A8 CANOR
MEN AND QUIDES,

We left Port Fxsinzton “he Sthe day of April
1898 in & can e manned by four Sheenn River
Indians, with two tous a d nloef of freleht, in-
cluding provivlous, prospoeting .oolg, and also
clothes for our ¢ ip, ~ We traveled withont any
trauble till we got ahent Sv.aniled in the Skeenn
River, then striking rough swift water, we had
to hiro another Indinn at the first village up the
Skeona from Essington,  lceand snov stood
five to eight fver -Imr on both zfdes of the river
which, with the falling and breaking away of
fce into the river, mmnde it both dungerous and
disagreeable for canocing; this together with tho
almost incessant rains made travelling rather
unpleasaut, we munaged though to get nlong
all richt untll seventy five miles up river was
gained. when in cnssl ga rapld, the current
50& t1e best of thie 1ndians, and the canoe wus

ashed on the rocksin mid stream party break-
ing in the side. ‘The Cuptain becoming fright.
ened at the sight of the water rushlnf; inthough
the sido of the canve, jumped for bis life into
tho siream where he stsod for about five n.in-
utes with the water up to his waist, yelling and
and half ceyiug like a man half crazed. A fow
minutes Jater the bowman jumped futo thy
stream, but beld on 10 the bow of the cunoe,
whileanother indinn andourselves jumped with
the tow line in our hands, got axhore, a: d gota
half hitch around a stump that was standingon
thebank, The other twou Indinns scemed to lovo
all hope of saving the ca'10e and stood like men
boewildered, one of them repesting *canoe gone,
all lost; canoe gone, atl Jost.!" Finally we goy
the canne ashore with all freight intact; the
watdr in the cannc having done no damage us
everything was tightly b xed and covered with
ofled canvas sacks, thanks to the experienced
puackers of the Hulson Bay Co , with whom we
outfitted. A day was spent in repairing the
canoe, & few days after thiy, thecunoe again
fot, the best ot the Indiuns, crossing a rapid

he canoe going down streain at a great rate o
speéd, but just asit wae passing undera tree,
which was hanuging over the water, 1hio bow-
man made an exceedingly good sprinsi. landing
on the top of the «verhanging tree, and snubbed
the canoe just us it was ab ut to «trike on the
socks that ‘were projecting from the shore, then
a great cheer went up that maude the valley ring,

After this we travelled along without having
any. mare mishaps, reaching Huzleton safely
after a sixteen days’ good hani ttip up the
Hkeena, Hazleton seems to be a favoured spot
asfur us Jlimate goes, the weather being fme
and dry, which wasarather pleasant experi¢nce
to us aiter the snow_aud ruin befoggled weath-
er of the Skeena, Here we luy over fora cou-
plo of weeks, waiting for the trail to get iuto
shape to travel with homes over the Babine
Runge. Atthe end of thistime. t esnow belug

fuirly gone oft the mountaing, we struck ot for
the Omintea country with four Indians and five
ack horses, Uetiing put about 40 miles from

{azleton, the rain set in again, which togetn.
¢r with the melting of ynow, made: the ground
soft and the stieams high. Being the frstout.
fit over the trall this Spring, we had quite a

timo enting ont fallen {imber, am! bridging
strenms.  Finnlly we reachied Totn Creek after
two weeks and a half hard work, cutiing and
clearing the trail, with heses floundulng and
plunglug through mud and slush, . Ohl butas
not a prospectors, life a Plomc? travelling in
mud and stush, scolding himeelf and everybo-
dv coming tu coutact with him at such times,
Even u poor Inoffensive dog_gets his shisre of
ahuse if happening 0 get,in the way, We made
'Fom Creck head-quarter tamp, prospecting in
a radius of nbout 30 miles looking principally
for quartz. We found plenty. but none that
sulted us. So we hired nino’ ludians with
horees, and started back for Hazleton, The
return_ trlp was.rather pleasant, the weather,
being dry; and the traii gang under Mz, Joues
hiaving put tho trail between Babine and Tat-
1ah Lakes in fuir shape, travelling was good,

We made Haozleton in quick time.” Then
struck out with more horses for Kishkagas. It
was here we found some rich ore but not {n-
sufficient quantity.  We nyuin returned to
Hazlcton.

Trom the {ndleations, and from informa-
tion obtained from diflirenc partfes, we con-
cluded there must be a good nmiinoral belt, ly-
i1 g between the Skee: a River snd the Coast,

Ve decided u{»on Kitamaat at the head of
Douglas Chaunel ns the most convenlent cen-
tre. We reached Kitamant about aix wecks
agn, and-since then have been prospecting in
dilferent directions making Kitamasat central
camp, We have ;')’rospccted up to the head, of
geveral crecks that empty into the Kifamaat
River, and sonie that empty into the Ritanaat’
Arm, and havo found some very favoulable
indications of there bejug & mineral heating belt
running through the country.

There seems to be A good deal of game both
ducks and geese in the different streutns, - We
saw scveral bears and goats, also pturmigan in,
the mouutains around Kitamaat.

Johin Bolton (Sonnahed) our Indian packer,
had rather an interesting experience, We
were coming dewns from o trip up in Wahth
Creek and atruck out to climb ove: Telegraph -
Mountain, half way upé)ur dog -trced s cub,..
JTohn shot, killed it, a1 d got some fresh meat.
The dog stiuck out ahead of us again, sud’in &
few minutes came back on the dead run'with
the old female bear close behind him, when .
the bear came within fifteen yards off wheré
we were atsnding, John at once dropped:
the shiut gun, pulled the revolver, (we'had no
rif.e with us) and fired at the bear striking her
in the neck, this did nut sdem to affect her
much, asshe simply sbo k her head. and ran
off down the mountain, but scon turned and
came back on the crher side of us to within 20
vards and stood lovking at us.. John picked up
the shot-gun and fired striking her,tull.in the.
fuce, her roar could have been heard.s mile
uway, she pawed herfaco’and tore’dtound for
a minute or-two, John firing:the remaining
five shota from the revolver at her none segm-
ed to take effect, as finally shie struck off on
the dead run, welost ber track, climbed .to
the summit, and rcloaded., Descending, we.
got into_th ck brusch st the base of a little cliff,
John ciied ~ ** & bear; & bear in his Lole,” he
fired,: the oharge -struck -below'the eyes, the:
bear roated and rushed at Johu who -was_quite
cuol.” standing 10 yds. from the hole, saying:—
“the bear got me.” He fired the revolver,: the -
shot took effect; -thu bear rolled over'dead. . . -



