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Lesson IX. ABRAHiAM PLEADINO FOR SODOM MINarch 3, 1907
BETWBEN THE LEBSONS--Ch. 16 tells the story of Hagar's banishment from Abram's cncamapment,

owing to Sirai's jealousy, of lier return aftcr 'the Lord's nppearance to lier in the wailderncss, and o! the birth
o! Ishrnael. In ch. 17. we have an account o! the change o! Abram's and Sarai's namnes to, Abrahamn and.
Sarah, respectively; of the institution of circunicision; and of a definite promise o! the birth o! a son to Sarahi.
The Lesson chapter opens with the arrivai o! three "meit" (v. 2) ut Abraliam's tent door, one o! 'whom, called
by Abraham, "1My lord" (v. 3, 11ev. Ver.), renewvs tlîc promise that Sarah shall have a son.

GOLDEN TEXT-Men ouglit always to pray, and flot to faint.-Luke iS: i.

Memorize vs. 23-26. TH E LESSON PASSAGE-Genesis 18: 16-33. Read the chapter.
16 And the men rose up from tiience, and lookcd fromn thee : Shahl not the Judge of aIl the earth do

toward Sod'om : and A'braliaîn wcnt with themr to right ?
brizig them on tlîe w.ay. 26 And the LOnRD said, If I find in Sod'orn fi! ty

17 And the Loitn said, Shall I hide frora A'bra- rigliteous wvithin the city, theoi 1 will spore ail the
hamn that 1 thing which I do; place for their 8sakes.

18 Seeing that A'braham shall surcly becomne a 27 And A'brahamr answcred and said, Behold now.
great and mighty nation, and ail the nations of the 1 have taken upon me tospeak unto the LORD), which
earth shall be blcsc<d in him? amn buct dust and ashes :

19 For 1 2 
know him, that he will command his 28 Peradventure thcre shail lack five o! the fifty

childrpn and his household after him,3 and they shall rigliteous: wilt thou destroy ail the city for Iack of
keep the way o! the L:3RD, to do justice and judg- five ? And lie said. 9 If 1 Alnd there forty and five,
ment; 4 that the Lonn may bring upon A'braham 1 will flot destroy ilt.
that, which hie hath spoken o! him. 29 And hoe spake unto him yet again, and said,

20 And the LORD said. Because the cry o! Sod'om Peradventure there shall be forty found there.
and Gomaor'rah is grent, and because their sin is ve~ry And he said, 1 will flot dIo it for'1

0 
forty's sake.

grievous; 130 And hce said iutito him, Oli let not the Loitn
21 1 will go down now, and sec whether they have be angry, -ind I will spcak: Peradvcnture thiere

donc altogether according to the cry o! it, whi ch is shall bc thiîrty fouind there. And lie said, I wili
corne uxito me; and if not. 1 wilh know. flot do il. if 1 find thirty there.

22 Anid the men turned 
5

their faces from thence, 31 And hie said. Behold now, I have taken upon
and went towvard Sod'om : but A'braham stood yct me to spcak, unto the Lon» : Peradventure there shah!
before the LoRD. be twenty foun<l there. And lie said, 1 wilh flot

23 And A'brahamn drew rieur. and said, 
6 
Wilt thou destroy il for 10 

tweîîîy's sake.
also, destrov the righteous with the wicked ? 32 Ani lie said, Oh let flot the Lon bc aflgry

24 Peradventure there bc fifty righteous within anîl I wilh speak y et but this once : Peradventure
the city: O wiht thou also degtroy and not spare the ten shall bc found there. And lie said, 1 wili flot
place for the fifIt rigliteous that are therein ? destroy it for 'Oteti's sake.

25 That be fat- from thee to do after this maniner, 33 And tue Loitn went. his way, as soon as lie had
to s9lay the righutous with the wicked:- 

7 
and that hcft comnmuning witli A'braham . and A-braham

the righteous slîould be as the wicked, that be far returncd unto lais place.
Revlsed Version2- Omit thing; 2 haeknowi hirm, to thc end that hoe ray comnnd; 

3
tlat they ma);

'to the end that. 3Omit their faces-: 6Wilt thou consume? 7that so; 8sake; 91 wiil not dcstroy it, if 1 find
there forty and five; 'Othe; "Omit unto him.

*DaiIy Readlngs-Courtesy, 1. B3. I. A.)-M.L-Entcrtaining angels, Gen. 18: 1-S. T.-Abrabamn
plesding for Sodom. Gen. 18: 16-33. W.-De.%truction of Sodom, Gen. 19 : 1-3, 13-25. Thi.-Intercesion
of Moss Ex 32:- 7-14. F.-Daniel's prayer, Dan. 9 : 9-19. S.-Ecouragecent, James 5 : 10-20. S.-
Persevering prayer, Luke 18: 1-8.

TUE LESSON
I. Tixz Visirons.-16-1L9. Men ; Abraharam's

three .isitors from heaven, 'wlo appearcd ini human
forai, vs. 1, 2 (compare Mtark 16:- 5). Looked
toward Sodomn; perhaps from, an elevation, three
miles eust o! Hebron, now the site o! the village Beni
Na'in. Bert the Dcad Sen, 18 miles; away, can bo
seen through gaps in the hbis. The Lord. Abra-
barn flow knew, as probably hoe did flot at first, that,
one of bis visitors was the Almighty Himscîf. ShaU
I bide . .? Abrahami was so loyal and trusty a
friend, that God would share Biis plans with him.
To the end that (Rev. Ver.), etc.. v. 19. Abrahami
was to become the fousider o! a nation which should
serve God and preserve the knowledgo of God in tho
world. It was 'with tliis in ~-cthat God rcvcaled
Himseîf so fully te him.

11. TsE MEssÂcn.-20-22. Cry of Sodomn
and Gomorrah ; the report o! their appalling
%wickt-dness, which, like the cry o! Abcl':s hlood (cli.
4:- 10), had reached heaven. Go down (the wickcd
cities were 4,300 foot lower thon Hiebron) . . and see.
The Lord wihl flot punish until He lias found out thc
exact truth. The men ; two o! theni, the Lord
remaning with Abrahami.

EXPLAINED
III. Tîsn PraA.yEU.ý

2 3-3 3.

IIPLES OFDOMZ1
Grow on shores of Dcad Sca;

look like tempting apples or
oranges, but crplode on being
prcsscd, Icaving notbing but
the empty rind.

Drew near ; fot
merely in bodihy
presenice, but in
cager desire and
strong !aith (ute
liIeb. 10: 22). Per-
adveiture, et c.
lot, stili a righte-
ous mon (2 Pet. 2"
7), was in Sodom,.
and Abrahama
hoped that thec
were more thoro
like him. flestroy
the righteoas
with the wilked.
Abrahama doms mot
sec liow God can
save the righteousi
without also sav-
ing the ýwicked.
J.udge . . do
rlght ? Abrahamn
vwas sure o! this, W


