
mnonologue. 1 foünd it unexpectedly diflicuit
te fnine a question-onc, that ie, wvhieh ro-
tjuiruel the scholar te, do somu thinking to
answer. I discovered that I hiad been iu the
habit of propounding "yes" and "no"
quciries, murely as excuses for fivo-minute
orations.

Thien, too, wvhen 1 began te put down in
black and wvhite, juet îhat I expected to put
into tliat precious haîf-hour, I îvondered whiat
I liad beun doing with it hithierto. By my
previous methods two or three littie notions
wotild keep nme going throughi the whole thirty
minutes; but ideas do shrink s0 îvhen you put
thiiex on paper with a questitii.mark at the
end! IL is ivonderful how many questions can
be asked and answered in haif an hour. I
gained a new conception of the value of tume,
and of the teaching value of study hours.

In writing out these quest ons, then, the
first thing te bu thouglit of is that consktera-
tion îvith which, a good teacher will bugin hie
lesson, but a poor teacher will close: " What
is the main teaching of the lusson ? "-as im-
Iortitxt, thîs "main teaching," as the compass
tu the sailor. What particular characteristic
of God's noblemen is this lusson to strengthen
in my.scholars? Evury teacher should know
the p)ower which is given by an ultimatum;
by a decision, that is, as te the one thing
îvhich, no matter what else it wvins or fails te
win, that lesson muxst accornplish. le iL te,
make mny boys and girls more truthful, mnore
brave, more cheery, more trusting? W hat-
ever the point bu, about that shall cluster the
questions, the illustrations, the arguments.
Countries, customis, Limes, history, shahl bu
unly iLs framiework. There must be othur
pouints, te, bu sure, but merely as side excur-
siunb, froni which ive return with greater zeal
Wu this oui' main quest. Those 4ubordinate
points ive next deturminu, and the order in
wiih ive shaîl truat them, and then sit duwn
to write out our questions.

Doe aIl thlis seeni tee meachanical, this
iî iting out questions, and determining point

by p~oint just what rusuits you will seek, and
in wvhatorder? iL is businels-like; it ie me-
chanical. Why are we se afraid of mechanism
in bringing huarts te the gruat Mechanic,
without whom was nothing madu that bas
been made? A machine is inerely a coatriv.
ance for applying power effectively, and the

inake iny amni more direct, widun and duepen
the range of îny afilorts? It ie a grand and
god-like thing to bu mechanical, but iL is a
pitiftilly weak thing te stop wviL1 boing mu-
chanical. Machîlinory accoxnplishies aIl the
wvork that le being clone anywvhure, but iL is
xnachinery informed by Lie Holy Spirit. Our
lesson preparatien will bu in harînony wvith ll
of Qocl's preparing,if iL is orderly, painstaking
and dufinitu, binding togother, hewever, nîl iLs
laborud details îvith the sweet nnd creative
spirit of prayer. Machinery Louchied by prayer
is always tho machinery in whichi, as in Lie
old Gruek pînys, the god descends. Nothing
is niechanical, evurything ie poetical and
spiritual, that can bu prayud over.

But will not ail this tAike ime-ail this ran-
saching of the Bible, original study, wvriting
eut of questions, and forniulating plans? 0f
course iL will. Timu is whiat good things are
made of-tinie and teil. IL would bu strangu
if Lie best of good things, the sanctification of
lives, did net Lake Lime and toil. But lut us
remember tîvo facts: one, that this work,
buing thorougli work, need net bu donc Lwice.
Suven years of such Bible study as I have
indicated, and wvhat a magnificently trained
teachur you will bu, ready, aIl ruady, for the
next International Lessoxi cycle, the next
Sunday-school Sabbath of years! We Sunday-
suhool teachurs have enlisted for lifu. It is se
muchi wiser, then, te study for lifu. And in
the second place, familiarity with this
thoroughgoing way of working makue iL much
easier and more rapid than at firsL. Wu ne
longer have te use the connordance, but muni-
ory supplies passages needud fer illustration.
Bible custoîs are soen learnud. The peculiar-
ities of Bible language àre readily mastered.
The pouLie instinct which sues parables and
applications grews ivitl iLs use until they
crowd upen you and must bu critically cullud.
Nothing ends easy but that which begins hard.

After alI, however, these are the lower
motives. Whai niatters iL evon if the prepar-
ation for this blessed work romains liard te,
our iast Sabbath? Lut it bu the bust ivu
knowv, and on that last Sabbath, if God bias
given us the knewluclge that even onu seul lias
beeni Lurned te, the supremu happinuse by all
our toil, ve --hall deeni it rich reward. -Amfos
B. lVèlls, in «"1Sundfay-Sehool Siieces8."


