
God's Spirit. The excellence of this confes-. changing fouindation, thuls destroying the nrch-
sion is, that it brin gs out both the huintn nnd Iitecturnl figure. (3) It mankes the apostoite
the divine nature of ihe Lod"(Alfordl.) The a lxermainent not a tenwporary office. (4) It
leurs expected the Messinh to be a man selecteri mnkes Christ bcstow an invidînus honor on
for the office on accourit of bis preeminent vir- Peter, who- had no more faith than the others,
tues. It was indeeri a nob)le confession-an but mierely forwnrdness. (5) Peter himself
epitoc of the Christian faith. It soarc<l firnyrca:e m 1PtrS )
ab)ove) the nnrrow, camnai views of the raibbis. (6> The assomption that the hishop uf Romze is
Spoken in a gentile district, witb idol temples the sticcessorb(f Peter and holds this priniacy,
ail arotinr them, it was a ringing defiance of is disprovcd ly history. We remark, &ci.;zd/',
the, pwers of heàthçnisni (John 6: 69; Acta that Peter is addressed as the representative of
8. 37 e.J -5). "4As his inner life man- ab wle nd no )ersonal honor is intended
ifestedl itseif to the disciples, they sawv in himi to be conferred on hinm. (.) In Matt. 19: is,
an exalted naiure above their own, and felt the power of" Ilinding and lonsing," whiéh is
that hie carne to tbem, not as a inere messenger, part of tlie blessing here,' is coipferred equally
but as a son, of God,-not a son, in the sense upon the others, and in John 20: 23 the powver
that others mnight 1;e sons of God, but the Son ef reitting and retaining sins is b;estowcd
of the living God, the one who came forth fromn uprn &4the disciples," wbich in aillprobability
(iod himnself, and was ip' the inniost union with included mate than the Twtlve. (2) The mere
UGcd." (Dwight.) fact that P>eter spoke fiist would afford no just

17. Blessed art thou-Since Peter spoke grounri for singling himi out for such a ditîn-
for the othurs hie receives the blessing for the guished position as "lpriimate." The only
cithers. It is pronounced on him no more than promineace Igiven t0 Peter in the Acts of the
on the others who were ai onc %vith.hinm in his Aposîles is such as wns <lue t0 the strength and
adoring faitb. Simon Bar-Jona-Bar is the energy af bis character. (3) The foundation of
Syrian word for "lson." 1i father's name the churcb is distinctly stateil to behe
was Jonah, or, according to John 1: 42; 21: apostles and prophets, Jesus *Christ himself
:5, 16, 17 (R. V.), John. Meyer calls this b>eing the chief corner stone." (I*e-ph. 2:20.)
" a solemniy circumnstantial style of ad<clress." Compare z Cor. 3: 9, i0; Rev. 21: 14; *Isa.
Others find an allegorical meaning. in Jonah 28: 16; Ps. 118: 22; Malt. 21:42 A«t4 * ;
(a dove> "Son of the Holy Spirit," whose Rom. 9: 33. Our.Loid's tneaning is, ".Upen
emiblemn is a dove. Dr. Schaif flnds in " Son that in you which entitles you to he carled
of Jonah" an antithesis to "Son of Man." Peter - the fearless confession of me a s the
"That -1, the Son of man, arn at the same time One Saviour of Sinners -I wi l bulzy

the Messiah and lhe eternal Son of God, is as churcb."' IIThree limes aiter this the dispute
true as that thou, Simon, art the son of Jona; arises among themn which shall be the greatest
andlvus thou hast thus confessed me as the Mes- -a. dispute whichnjever could have arisen had
siah, I will now confes tbee as Peter, etc." Jesns already opoenly and distinctly assigned
Alford and others say that "lson of Jonab " is the primc a Per-and a dispute, we «niay
usedw-, indicating bis fleshly state and extrac- add, hc neyer would have been settled, as
tion, and fo.rming the greater contrast la his Jesus in each case settled it, hud any sucb pri-

spiital state, naine and blessing which follow. macy beén ever intended b hbe conveyed by
W&would prefer Meyer's view as being the him.» (I{anna.> 0",e of helV- R. V.

most natural. Jesus spoke impressively, and Ilhades." Eastern rulers held their courts at
so called hias by bis full naine. Ylesh and the gales of their cities. Here was the place
blood-" The naînral, carnai descent, as con- af public concourse. (Gen. 22: 17; Ruth 4: i:
tnisted with spiritual gen'.ration.' (Lange.) Larn. 5: ) Sa we speak, of the Turkish power
(John 1:-13.) The concise and compréhensive as IlThe Sublime Porte" (or gale). "Hades"'
ternis of this confession, as welI as the lrnth means the unseen world, the realmn af death.
îhey contained, were due to no mere flash of Here it stands for "lthe powvers of e.arkn-iess,"
genius, nor were they derived from any human , althe forces of evil.
source, but they were directly revealed ta Peter, 19. The keys- the powver ai admiîling and
and thu rest of the aposîles by God himself. excluding. *Authority ta gavera and exercise
(I dt5r. 2: 9, 10.) discipline in the church (Il the kingdom. of

18. 1 say aloo- -that is, in'response ta bis heaven "). This they did under the guidance
confession. Peter confessedl Christ, now Christi af the Holy Spirit wbo inspired îhem. Christ
confe-sses Peter, and tbrough bhim ail equally here speaks ta Peter as te. representative, of
believing disciples. Thou art Peter - Gr. th wlv.(ecMî. 8 :, 19; John 20:

Pt/ras, "a stone," a fragmnenit f a rock. Upon, 119-23.) Shait bind-leclare fo be forbidclen.
this rock-Gr. perra, "a rock," a mass af, Shait loose-decare ta be permilted. In so
rock. Upon this famous passage we must 1far as special powers 'acre conferred upon the
dwehl but briefiy. First.-The Romish inter-, apostles they were dependent upon the infal-

prttothat herein a personal, primacy is, lible guidance of the Iloly Spirit. In the es-

c3frelupon Peter, and that Ibis was trans- tablishment ai the church they were inspired
mitteri ta bis successors, and that tbese suc- to define doctrine and exercise discipline. Tbeir

Rcessors are the popes, is manifestiy incorrect. autbority is stili wieided by the appointed affi-
(t) It ignores the distinction bietween Éd/ros cers of the church, but only in acçordance wîb
andi petra. (2) XI bases the church upôn a tihe New Tèstarnent, as given tu ms by thenz.

-(13)


