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Lou's Clarionet*
rm 11Y C.:G. ID. ltwr'M',b. 1IT %vus a Chrnistmnas Evo szervice in tir Second

Wwitcoek Ciurcir.
Tire cliureir at Second Westcock ivas quaint

anrd old-iasiined, liko tire village over wiici 1
pr-esided. Its siringles wene gray wvith tire beating
af rnany viirters; iLs little square towver nvas sur-
mourited by four spinduing posta, liko tire legs af
a table turned hresvenward; its staring wvindoiws
nvene adonned wnitir curtainq ai yellov cotton ; its
uneveri anci desolate circiiyard, stren witlr
graves and snowdriits, occupied a bleak hiliside
looking out acrats tire bay ta tire lonely ireigis af
Sirepody Mîouîrtairî.

Down tire long siope belon, tire cirurcir straggiad
tire village, irali-lost iri tire snow, and whlrstled

- ven by tire 'vinds of tire Bay ai Furndy.
Slecond Ve-stcock %vas an outlying corner of

tire r-cctan's expansive panisu, and a Chrristmas Eve
service tirere -wLs min evenît almost unparaiieied.
To -ive Second Westcock tis service, tire nectar
irad forsaken Iris prospenoîrs cangregatians ait
Wostcock, Sackville and Dorcher, dr-iving santie
aigusi on tenilnes thrui tire snows anci solitude
af tire deep Dorchetster wvods.

Aird because tire choir as Second Westcock nvas
not remrnakabie aven for 'villirigness, miroi les
for strengti or skili, hie lind bnouglit visîr irim
iris frfteen-yeitr-old neice, Lau Allison. ta sweii
tire Chrristmas pr-aises niti tire notes ai lier clan-
innet.

Tire littie cîrrh 'as Iighted %vith ail iamps
ranged aiowrg tire whiite wall between ti h inoea
Tire onr, haro clirancel-L nec! cloti-cnoec kit-
ciron table iii a semicircie cf patintie-ss raiiing-
%vas flankeci hy twn towerirng pîrlpitsof whlitc pine.
On citlrer siden tire ninnrow, carpetless aisie ivere
ranys of unpitinted bonies

On tire lIs.f 'vere -at.liered soienrnlv tire men af
t1ic con.gr-zatini ecdi looking straigis allead.
On tihe ri-,,r5 %vere thre ivoine.n, vhinerinq andi
scannn cd ntiror's lirinnetq, tili tire appearance
of tire nectar fr-onr tire littIe v-eatrv-.rcimý li tire
dont- slrould lirin- silence- rtil rever-nt attention.

In fr-ont oi tie wnrten's; ro'v stano tire niebo-
dean ; alid tie t'vo IhclilpRrs helîfnrd it wr oaccu-
<lied hry tire choir, tire maie iireniliprs ni wiiiclr snt
IIuliislr-ly ~efcrrcor.proid ai tioir office, but
depp'y abtsieci aS rire nemssity ai Sittirng arn
tire voineln.

Tirer - w. ln a -ttempt at. Churistmnas decaration,
for Sp.e-nnrl Wfestcock irad troyen heen a-w.k-etrnd
ta t.rdldo'xit'ietsftireciurci --rening-.

At la«t tire necter appram. d in ii volinminonns
whîite .aîrpiice. Ile irnvécd .SlOX-V ' ri) tire-a.u'
andi irnornteci thr %vindirn- steps, ni tire riglit-Iranci
pulpit..' andc mx Iris dici an ii. fivè-yer.rid( soir, for-
sakirîg Iri% piace hy Lorsaid e, urarclied for-ward
anrd x oat4q i rmacî.lf 'rf,%lelty on tire pîrinit 9tepa.
lie dici trnt fei-P quite rit bone in Secornd Wêcstcock,

Tie ài"t cod carni, «" Whrilto setplirerds rvateli.
ëd tiroir fiockq liv niglît," m-tfo ratner doulitfully
fmin tir lit île choir, 'nltn inokeci and Iis;trnetias
rincenrt tire glitteriîg irlarionft, int-, wiil Loir

l4vl. .',au, tht' CampC Firr- a douihifi ecIuvrrnt nt
roanin ,ittiq ù ti n urr. - (Enrmt.1L

wfts now blowing
softly. Lou was
af raid to a ikoc
hierseif disti.iutIy
ho a r d it fl-rnt,
lent ilh)o 8hou.d
startie the 8ing-
ors; but iii tha
second versa the
pure vibrant
ilotes camne out
with confidence,

and thon for two lines the tlong %vas little mnore than
al dueL bet'veen Lou and thre rcctor's vigorous bari-
tone. li the third verse, lîawever, iL ah' came
riglit. Tire choir foit and responded ta the strong
support and thrilling stimulus of tira instrument,
anid nt leng-th ceased ta dread their awn voiceq.
The nnkcd l:ttle church wvas glorified wvith the
siwecp of Lrilimplal Song pulsating through iL.

!1ýevcr beforo liad 8uch miusic been hourd thero.
Men, women and children sang froin tirair very
souls; and 'vhen tha hyînn 'vas endcd the vihale
congregation stood for saine seconds as in a dreaîn,
with quivering throats, tili tire rcctor's cairn
vaice, repeating the opening wvords of the lit-
urgy, brouglit back their self-control in sanie
mfeasre.

Thiereafter every hynin and chant and carol wvas
like an inspiration, and Lau's eyes sparkled with
exultation.

\WThen tire service wvas over the people g'v.hered
round the stave by t.he door, praising I.ou's clar-
ionct-, and pottirîg littie Ted, wlio had by this Lime
corne down froin thre pulpit steps. One aid lady
grave the child two or three browvn sugur biscuits,
whichi sie liad broughit in lier pocket, anrd a pair
of red inittens, wvhicli sire hiad knittcd for him as a
Christmîas prescrit.

Turning to, Lou, the aid lady said, IlI nover
hecerd nothing like tliat trumpes of yourn, Miss. I
feit like it jest drawcd d'iwn tihe angels front lien-
yen La sing 'vitli us to-niglit. Ther vaices 'vas ail
swvimmin« iii a srnýokeP like, riglit up in tire hollow
af tire ceilitig."

Il'Tain't a trumpet!i" iîitcrruptcd Te!ddy shlîyy,
it'esgatclar'onet. I ,ot at.nunipetliaine!"
Il' Toeb sure! " neplied the oid lady indulgen-

tly. Il But. 'Miss, as 1 was a.sayin', that nmusic of
yaurri would jet soften tire hardet hecart as ever
"-as.")

Tlîo nectar hiad just corne froin tire vestry-roam,
wii 'vrappcd up in his furs, and %a-, slîakin glran<ls and %visiig cveny ane a «Mérry Christmras,
while thre sextan brougît the hons(, ta the door.
Ile overhîcarcl the old lady's last reîrrark, an site
was hundlin- Tedldy up iii a litige woolleîî amuler.

It certainly (lid," said hoe, Il mrake tire singhrg
goiig:ifireirtly to-niglit, didn't. iL, MUrs. Tait?

But I 'vnder, nowv, whlat sort of an eflecs it
warrid prorlucn on a hard-licarted bear if stieh a
cre»tura N.'uld coule out at us wlîile wc are goirio
throuir Dorchrester woods?

The iild pinasantry 'vas very delicately adapt-
cd ta tire rector's audience and sire graup about
the sto'*o silpd, 'vitl a nevceonL air belittiig tic
place thoy %verc in ; but Uic old lndy exciaiîiied in
h as te. -

IlMy lnd sakes, Parson, i. boar'd bc jeît, scared

1 woderif it ri<nile! fniglteir a lwar 7"»
tliouit Lour to lierselfas tliey 'vere getuin-sillrgiy
hirridiecl inta tire wvarr, deep «"pun.," as flue law

'%scil vitirîrh~ ii scats is calicdl.
SO9f the crest of the illva aq sd nîd the

four-poster on the top nt S,-ecnid \Vcstcock CIrurcli
sank aut of siglit. For z ilie or mnore the radc
le-d thuirn l haii.cie.red pnst.urc landsa, wvherp tire
bhrck -tunips rituck tip sn strangly tîrrouigi tire
drifts tlr.-t Teddyv di.c-r;cnvredl hennr on rvery band.
lie0 'Van fot .1t ail alarmeci, iiovver, for ihe %vars
sure. iris f'a.lrr wvas a match for a tirousanci bears.

])y aird hy tihe r-oadienterecd tire ciirious invertcd
dari, of tire Dorchiester woods, whcere ail tho liglît

8eed ta corne fram, tire whîite àtio0w under tho
trocs ratiier t.haîî froant tiareicr-k sky abovo tirerr.
At Luis stage af tic journoy Teddy retired be-
necatir tho buffitlo robes, and wvoît ta 8leep in tho
bottorin of the puîîg.

Tire honse joggcd slawly nlang the soinewimt
iieavy roani. Tl'Ir beîls jiiig!ed dran'sily rnîrid the
soft, pushring whisper af tire runners. Lou afid
tha nectar talked in quiet voicei, rîttuned ta the
soleinn iiusli olÇ sir great forest.

Il WV/at's tia ? '"
Lau shivercd up dloser ta tlîo nectar as shio

s?oke, and glarrced nervairsiy into tire drnk wvaods
whlenco a Sound had caule. He did not answer nt
once, bus 8eîzed tire wvlip and tigitencd the reins,
as ai si gnial to aId Jerry ta, mioveoan fruster.

Tire liante needeci na signal, but awvoko inta an
cager trot, wvhich wvould have becoîne a gallup had
tlîe rector perrnitted.

Again caime Lina sound, tis tume a littiea raer,
and stili, apparently, just abreatt af the pung, but
dcep in tire %voods. It wvas a bittér, long, wvailiîîg
cry, biendcd wislî a iiarsiily grating undertone, like
the rasping of a saw.

"Wliirt is it?" again aisked Lou. lier teetb
ciiatteing.

Thre rector let aId Jerry out inta a gailop, as hie
answvered, IlI'rn afraid is's ai pantiîenrwat they
cali around liene an 1 Indian devil.' But I don't
tlrink: thcre is any real danger. It is a ferociaus
beost, but wvill probably give its a 'vide berth."

Il Vhy dont lie attack u-s 1 " asked Lou.
"Oh01, it pr-icrs solitary victimrs," replied the

rcctor. IlIt is ordinarily a causiaus beas, and
does iraS urîdenstand tire combination of man and
liorse and ve-cie. Only ail rare occasions has
iL been known ta attack people driving, and
tis anc wvill probabiy keep w~eil out af aur sight.
Hawcver, it's just as wvell ta get beyond it.s neigh-
borhood as quickly as possible. Stcady, Jerry,
aId boy!1 Stcady ; don't use yaurschi up too
fast 1"

The nectar kept the horse 'veil in hand ; but in
a short tume it was plain siiat the panther -%vas
noS avoiding tIre party. The crics carne xicaner
and nearer, and Laou's breatir camie quicker and
quicken, and Sire reetor's teetîr began ta set thoîn-
sel vos grirniy, whule iris brows gatrered in anxious
tlroughit.

If it siroulci cama ta a struggle, 'v-iaL was tiiene
in the sloigh, lie wvas %vondering, thLS could serve
as a wcapon ? Natliing, absolutely notlîing, bu'.
iris iieavy pocket-krîifc.

IA paon wecapoir," thlioght ie, ruefuily, Il vitlr
%liicli ta fighst a pantier." But. hoe felt in hlis
pcrcket %vitli anc hanci, and aponcd thc Imnife, and
slipped it under tire edgc ai tire cusîrion boside hirri.

At titis inqtant lie cau,lit si-lit af tira pantîrer
baunding along tirougi tIre low underbrugli, keep.
in-paraliel wviti tire rond,and not farty yards away.

"Tere it is I " cama iii a terrified wviispcr from
Lau's lips; andi just thoen Teddy liftezd his liead
frarn uîrder tire robes. Frigirtcned aS tire speed,
andi aS tire set look on hris fathrr face, be begaîr
ta cry. Thre panither licard i and turncd at
once toward t.he sleigi.

Olci Jerry stretched irinsoif aut in a liurst of
extra speeci, wviile tire nectar graspei iris paon
knife frcely ; anci tire panîthier came wvith l, a]ong
bnap rigis it tire rond, not tari pacos behrinc thre
flyirrg sleigh.

Teddy starci in tul.t7eriett thoen cawvcred
ilonn iii fresh ternir as tire carne an -.ar-spiittiirg
screechl, %viid zîrd higi and lonrg, front Lou's clan.
innet. Lou irac turneci, andi aven tire back of tire
Seat %vas biowîiig thiis peal of despenate dcflancc
in tie bnuWes very face. Tire astanisrcd animral
airrank brick il% Iris tracks, and sprang again inta
tire undrrbruslr.

Loiu turned ta tire rector wvitirà a fluslred face ai
triuimpli %d tire nectar cxclaimed in a husky
vn.ce, '<Tiruk Gaci 1 " ButS Teddy, bet.%veen Iii
sabir., complniined, "'Wlnt did you do tirat for, Lau 1"

Continucd on nage 26.


