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(~~?ol«juasu glteil malle per-

Ont! docsit't neaut
10 bc irrevereit,-
buý tr text fits ai-
togctiter 100 weii
to put aside. Ini-

ded as vvu look
'SI ~ ovn tipo thLis

V Company of grave
and reverend
seigneurs, %ve amre

b ure tuaIt St. Paul hand tis
"~x\\~es-pecial conference in proplitîic

view %viien lie spok,-ausd
Sshaped lus wuords to duiy re-

buke the irresponsibies ii the
-\'gaiiery, - althougît, 1 believe,

tue Anglicais ciaini Ifirst-born'
rigltts, and stili relegate grave
Presbyierian conferences into
te fille obscurity of a dissent-

ingr socielies.' Whiile, if I renieniber ariglit,
this Gen2ral Assenibly rutiiicssiy put by the
dainis to perfection, made several years ago
by sonî o! ils members, and decided titat ajust
nien,' even Presbyteriaiis, are not 'nmade perfect'
in Ibis world.

Vet, I shouid ihîink, titis solemrn annual gath-
cring ought to, baptise the reverend faters in
sine perfection,-thaî of patience.

We chose te be 'irrespoisibles' during those
past days o! tire Assembly,-tîc walch froni te
galcry, think our civi iloughîts, and study tire
facel; of titis body of nien, %vio represent se
nîuch of tic solid sîrengtli of Canada ; nîiîa.;1-p
to gater strengtli by contact, autd go out from
auîîong îtem arîned with sufficient fragmients cf
Calvinistic îlîeclogy, nt oniy ta resist ail on-
siaughts upon our faiîlî, but to bristie xvith bits
of the Shorter Cntechisni and Westminster
Confession.

S;cottiF',.Caiadit div'ines, in session assem-
bled, gcneraily deligit îliemseuveo in trcc
tîopics,-church statistics, lheology, and politics,

ithl an occasional bit cf htumour thrown in as a
piqtiî.nce,-a-ndi we usually ktwwhere te fiutd
thlera in any one o! tîtese.

Ili statistics tltey fas'our economy, and revel
in lineiy-teibulated detilis. The varioîts reports
of tite Presbyteriaut Ctutrclt are fearfuliy and
wa'rtderfuliy .vrougIIt.

Ii theology lhcy stand streng guard cuver lte
%,I-ruier doctrines, eveni while deligliting inii n
<'ccasional mectapiv.ysicdtl lance tiitingr.

In politics,-tvell, after their endic -sation of
Principal Cavan's fine proncuncemeiiî upon t
'.\;.nitoba school question, Vec îîîay coîtsider
ilicrit about riglit; aiheit, tin!orttunaîieiy, Pres-
bierian divines arc flot ail Principal Cavans.

IN for hunîour,-didLIcver an outsider."tcun the
fiý*! depilh nt wvhich ic real Scotch tuntoutrnitavlhc
l.nd.ý1 The ivell vliterein it lies is deep indeed,
il )îcl, possibly, acrcunts for ils lirackisltness.

But ayc, it is wvortlt vvh11e wvhen it does coic,
aî 1Rarric and Inn Maclaren have testifted.

Ve beganàLs 'irresponsibles' %vhien we stood
for a preliulilary moment in tire chutrch v'esti-
bule, omte fair J une aftcrnoon, wvith sketch book
and note-book. Tire artist was delaying a
mioment Io sharpen a pencil ; tire wvriler %%.ts
glancing out into the cool rustiing b-ce deptlis.
(iroups of iiinisteriai delegates chatcd iii th'e
corridor or passed in and out ; while tire opened
crimson intier doors gave view of the sober
session scelle.

ICan 1 do anything for you ?1" inquircd a
courtcous niiiîisterial iusler, coining forward, as
hie noticed our delay.

INo, tlmnk you. We have just corne to get
a fewv minister's heads," ans.vered tire %vritcr,
PICasatly.

The funny lifting of the usher's face and
wideni- of Ilis eyes, and tr pause and sur-
prised turn nf tire nearest group, brouglît al
realisation of tire Bu-arisînauture of thre
reply, and tire laughiter of tie irresposibkls
wvas contagious enougi ta> afkccî îhel. proposed
victirns, so that the botind of il rippied throughi
tc open doois, and duwvn tire~ aisles, calibang

even tire rnask-like face of the tîtoderator te lift
in inquiry.

After such a beginning, it was nothing to dis-
cover that a pencil, borrov- cd, someicvhiat tirni..-
iy, of anl unusual> saintly-looking delegate
seated near, wv".s re.dolcnt %,ýtI the odour of
stale tobacco. Aîad it vvas equally iii place for
tirc artist te comment naiveiy about a %vell-
kntown and pronîinent divine--' flhaîs a hand-
some man, but isWit lie ~i:c-okn

I.Wicked-lookiing," gabped lier comipanion.
«a Vhy, iae's very hio!>. 1Indeed, lie niakes a sort

of-specialîy-of sanctificatie...*
I don't think we art: in.i proî,er franie ot

mmnd," commented tire artist !,cverely; Il wve liad
better corne for their iîeads ariother day."

And te wvriter rncekiy followed lier ont, pro-
testing tai the june unbliiuc wvas to bianie.

I3ecause of that splendid sketch in the IU"cst-
ininsier, the ga!lcry took especias interest iii
Dr. Robertsoi, the retiring nioderaior. He
resenîibles Principal Grant nul a litile 'i' appear-
ance, there hs the saisie shirewdness. equai
diplomatic ski!!, aiso a similar force and per-
sistency of determinatir .- whlici in a mtari of
the world mighît ce calicd ubstinacy.

Oddly enoughi alto, a glaim.e at his face 'aijg-
gesis Generai Booth, whiic lit i:ert.-iuily carnies
rnany of the qualities of ibis t tàan of organisa-
tion,-even le int of tire fighît.r.

It is t men of ibis staiutp,-r.tuscular? abstemi-
eus, detertiined, tireless, de% oted,-one realises
it ail ai a giance, -that tce Presbytcrian Churcbi
of Cantada owes ils stability arnd us firm ad-
vance to-day.

And there arc il %i, of teni %vithin its bourids.
Dr. lRobertson is but a type. Products ci
oatmecal, the Ps. ç a-nd thicShortercatechisn,
wc arc wont to -issert ; but also descendants of
thc Conenanters and inheritants of cav'e and
hili-side housings. Is il nîucI. marvel that the
,qualitics enduro?

What a perfection of organisation belongs 10
the Prcsbyterian C'îurchi! Scotchmcn arecfnot
given te %vtting-eveii energy ; and so they
organise. ElIdcrships, managing boards, coni-
nlittees, sessions, synods, pre.çbyteries, asscmi-
blies, V«an-prcsbyceics,-and somcwhe.-e away
back of these exists thc individu.-LI mieber.

It dots sotind rather formidable ;-and gives
one a sense cf bcing crushied betwcen tire mighty
wliceis of a vast officialisnî.

We drew a deep brcath cf relief at tire
thouglit or being oniy galicry tinlooklcrs-antl
ont of il.

XVe liftccI ourcyes ' lo ire lialf opecd, ycilow
stained wirdov,-w, ftnorgo listen te ýhc
solier reports of ctlàà mcs and prosbyterics;
Nvc thrcev off the oppr, 'on of organisation

and sent our spirits oui to test amnid tire Ilutîci -

ing leaves, thalt playcd vitil carciessjoyousiuess
against lire yelIov glass ; whiie a bird suj
airily upon olle sietîder spray, snd ail tite t~ of
franied ouler w'orld %vas baîtcd iii tire opale .cent
liglit of a june twiliih.

Iln thre perfection of organisation nia> lie the
perfection of individual freedonm ; ana.i yet, me-
thinks the bird and lire flutterisig leaveb hiave
lire best of it.

And, soittciitnes, it is given le the gallery
otîlooker to wonider wvhetiter the (langer to this
great, grand Presbyterianisni in Canada is nlot
jusî t itlis- lite fulness of organisation at the
possible sacrifice of te individuai-the advance
of officialisii o lthe detrrnent cf spiritual life.

But being irresposisibies, %we tumcid from lite
grave probieni to ligîtter îiîings. Wc recorded
the ' Mlacs ' in the roi! caii,untii our breaîhs and
pendils gave ont. Titey began %% .tir the 1lalifaix
delegates and came thick and fast ail a'ong lthe
Une, utîtil ai Winnipeg the supp> came to an
enîd, and the clerk iad t0 ring tire chtanges ail
over again, from tatity on tîc te Ilacific
Coast. Truc, an occasional ' Hugli Gourlie,
a'Douglas Grahtam,' or a ArcWi*')id Fife ' crepi
iii b>' îay of varieiy, but ihey dici not interfere
matcrially witthe hi onnie procelsion of Macs.

We tried to say 1 sedertui' wiith tce truc and
correct accent of one to IPresbytcrianisni born.
Il is the shibboletit of the Scotclî titeologian, as
a diocesars,'correc -ly intoned, is of tire Anglican.

We searclied for ail Druintocit>, and found
every one, Drunsczig/i, that «slacklin' cralur;
fzic Souwi(r, several Ijurnbraes, and not a
few Carm-ie/zacis and Dr. Davidsons. But ive
chtose ne JViffian Maclitre. There %vete none
sufftcient to compare wiîh our conception of
titis ungainiy, magnificent doctor of the oid
rcltoo. And anyuvay, ie .. otild bc incomplete
w~ithout Jc.s,-ansd although %ve miglit have
discernecl more thil one reseniblance to a four-
fooîcd equin,-it is t00 long-cared te typify
faithfüi, ititelligesitjess.

We lifted out eyts te the gallery level and
feus-,d .1rs. .IJ'ti,.Icn - ti 'sermot-taster -
bending keenly over anJ tak;ng in itot merely
tire debaies, but the debaters~ ; itot one detail of
the dry statistics fàdled ber blessecd econoniical
spirit ; iol erie point in the theologicai tilt
escaped lier.

Wltolesome Jcanz Biunibrze w~as itre also,
wiîiî air ef one itot unders4andiutg, yet duly re-
specîful ; praclicai &'csbe!h and fresi-faced
Lily, Grant.

.1ajýel Iirow.c, tit., swelest of ail Druni-
tocity ivoiren, uve searclted for many tintes;
but foîînd liter type ai last-in tirt- ate aftcrnoon
of one fairest Ju;e day. Sile itad 1 siippil in'
quietiy, and bent over lthe galiey-iter grey
eyes seriotusiy isilent liter swvcet lips curving in
ai tender smtille.

SIe was sinîply gowned iii black, with an
old4a.siioncd broorlh, holding a lock -1 dark
itair, faistcned ai lier dliroat.

The yellow liglît froni the stàint- windov-s
ialoed tite grey iait and glorifted the lined face,
yet tc grey oves neyer lifîed ; and wc kiiew
titt his ýva:s &n uutbercavcd Mfargel Hoaw,
and that somevhcrc down aniong thc3se black-
conted delegates sat her Gcordic.

Ai, lilesscdly strong S:tcit fêlac, - tvha,
xvould Crnada do %vthout you, wvho art its
savour-pungent, cf a truth, but wholesome!1
Abide by your doctrines, we prav yenu; hold
close to your Sltortcr Catecctisrn and WVest-
minster Confession ; abate net one jot of yetir
stern belief; urthold lit' cal! of conscience ;
stand firsxt, as tire huIs.tulai sliteed your coven-
anting ancestors; that in you ai least the
spiritually perplexed shall find a rock of faitit-
and be nt pence. FAIT11 FENTON.


