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rl‘);nplex @2 Deacons fiom tho treatise alinost rer-
tm.

From this work the following extracts nre taken:

* From the divine wstitution of deacons we
pathez—lat. ‘That the deacon 1 a distinct officer
fromy the elder. It isa defect and fault 10 vome
emgregations that they put no difference betwixt
these two, bot so confound and mungle them to-
grther, an if they were both one, citiser appotnting
none for the office of deacon, but lenving that
charge also upox the cidera, or else giving the deas
cucy the satue power and cimployment with the
eldecs. It ia true whatsoever the deacon inay do
by vittue of his office, that snme inay be done by
' elder, as whatsoever .8 done by an elder may be
duie by a mimster ; because the higher aad tore
enuncat oflicers in the Church include the powers
of the lower, 1tis also true that the deacous may
aasst ju judgment with the muoisters and clders,
und be helping to them in thuse things that con-
cern the oversight of the congregations by nfor-
uation and advice ; yet it is neccigary that con-
gregations should o far regard the ordinanees and
revereace the wisdom of God in appo:nting thece
oflicers, ax to have both elders and deacons, and to
preserve thein distinet in their actings and opera-
ting, not giving to the deacons or suflering them
to assume the elder’s office. 2nd. That deacons
ure not to couat lightly of this employment, orany
others taesteer lightly. of them, because they are
calied thercunto and do exercise the same 3 but that
they themeelves and all others ought to look upon
11 as oncof those holy and honourable employments
which the wisdom of God hath thought fit to ap-
pount in his hotise for supplying the necessitses of
the ssints.  The Lord Jesus himsclfdid not diedain
to wash his disciples’ fect ; nngels are all of them
rumstering spitite, eent forth 10 minister for their
faieg who are appointed to be heirs of salvaton.

Way, then, ehould any think it below them to
#erve the Church of Christ, and to minister to the
€2ints s thus employment.

“ Oa the Calling of Deacons.—None is to step
1ato this oflice but he that is lawfully called there-
.
they have abilities and gifis fit for the charge, t0-
gether with an honest purpose of heart to setve
the Lord faithfully in the discharge of the same,
by eecking his bonour aad the good of the Church.
Sad. That they be chosea iy the congrepation in
wmnen they are toserve, which choiceis to be made
arter tie same manner as that of a ruling elder.—
Srd. That trial be taken by the minister and clders
coucerning their conversation, that it be blameless
avd holy : and covcerning their gifis, that they
have that tendemess, discretion, dexterity, and pro-
cence, that is fit for that employment, and that
thev be admitted to their charge with prayer and
supolication, end openiag of the Word, concerning
tiesr duty, publicly in the congregation, where
ikey are volemnaly to engage theinselves tn be faithe
fut {0 the charge committed to them of God."

From the Westminster Confession ¢he following
exeel may saffice

't OF the Officers of the Church—~The ofScers
== Christ hath apppinted for the edifieation of
bes ef coch, and the perfecsing of the sants, ere,
e~ rxtraorinary, as xpostles, evaagelists, and
prephiets, which are ccased  Others ordinary aud
Pepotaal, as pastors, . teachers, and other churck.
governaze, and deacens.’

:Our last cxiract for the pressnt will show the
sicws winch prevarl in the. Free Church of Scots’
lago 0 regasd 10 tus. office. The following over-
Wro was pussed, - as &n ‘intetim act, by the last
Genem! Assembly, nem. con., and is néw in genes
ral openation throughout thé Chureli. It is, hows
gver, only an ‘intenm act, cod must Feceive the
yiproval of a miajotity..of the Presbyteries of the

Cazreh before it becomesa permacent Iaw. There§-

stene v b ne doubt. that it will soen be thus
s2acuosd. “We observe that the Free Keésbytery
o Edusaigh, 3 a late mersing, resolved o report

Unto ‘their calling it is ncedful—lst. Thatibe

their unanimous approval of it to the next General
Amembly : . .
Ovrnrunr and Interim Act on the dutics of Elders

and Deacons, and on the Management o( the

Property and Secular Affuirs of Congregatione.

# Whereas it has become neceseary, in cqae
srquence of the restoration of the actiptural order
of deacons, and in coneequence of the late change
tn the outwand condition of the Church, to point
out and regulate the duties of elders and Jdeacons
respectively, and to define and describe the powers
and the meeting of congregational office-bearers
for seasional business, the General Assembly agree
to trausnut to Presbyteties the following rules and
regulations, s an overture, for their opnion § ard
the Assembly further pasa the said rules and regus
lutions ns an 1nterim act—viz :

“I. Respecting the peculiar duties of elders :—

1. Thatthey sitin session along with themin.
1ster, and ngsist in the administration of discipline,
and 1n the spntual goverument of the church.

9, That they take s careful oversight of the
people’s morals and rcligious principles, of the at-
tendance upon public ordinances, and of the state
of perzonal und family seligion. . )

3. That they visit the sick from time to time
m their several districts. .

+3, That they superintend the religious instruc-
tion of the young, and assist the minister in ascer-
tainiog the qualitications of applicants for admis-
sion to sesling ordinances.

4+5. That they supcrintend and promote the for-
mation of mectings within their districts for prayer
reading of the Scriptures, and Christian fcllowshiy, |
amongthe membersof the church.

st 1I. Respecting the pecoliar duties of deacons:

¢ 1. That they give special regard to the whole
secular affairs of the congregution. R

442, That they attend to the gathering of the!
people’s contributions to the genenl fund for ghe'
sustentation of the intmistry ; nnd that they receive

|

the douations which may be made for other eccle-
j sixstical purposes. .
**3. 'That they attend to the congregational “
or.
435, ‘That they watch over the education of the!
children of the poor. |
s IHI. Respecting the duties which are coamon
to clders and deacuna & !
1. That both clders and deacons may receive !
the Sabhath collections of the people, according to
aéwlx arrangements as shall be made by the Deacon’s :
ourt. . ¢
9, That, for the better discharge of their pe.:
culiar dutics respectively, as well as with s view to*
tncreased opportuniica of doing good, both elders -
and deacons visit periodically the districts assigned ¢
1o theny and cultivate'an wcquaintance with the'
members of the church resading therein. ¢
+¢ 3, That itis competent for eldersto beemploy-+
ed as deacons, when a aufficient number of deacoas’
caanot be hed, !
4. That deacons may assist the clders with!
their advice, whetherin session or otherwise, when *
1equesied so 10 do, . B {
“1V. Respecting the meeling of minister, elders, '
and deacons, for seculer affairs,—which mecting
may be called the PDeacons®.Court . i
*¢1. That the minister preside in 2a:d meeting, '
when lie is present § and, in bia absence; any elder
or deacon whom the meeting may iix upon, H
2, That the said ‘meetiop ar Deacon’s Coutt, *
is convened by citation from the pulpit, or by per-:
sonal notice 1o the members thereof, and is called
by authonty of the minister, orat the requisition
of any thiee meinbers,~said requisstion being ad-
dressed to the miaister, of, in time €2 vecsncy
of the pastoral churge, to the ‘clerk o, the snid !
Couri ; and the proceedings e opeacd sod closed |
Wwith prayer. B U
+3. That this cotirt has the management and
eharge of the whole property belonging 2o the con-
gregation, including chuurch, sestion-house, maose,
rchool byildings, &ec., and of all its seeular afnise,

.

]

i

—includiag, of course, the sppropristion of seata
with ‘the determination of all questions relwng‘
thereto ; and it in the province sod duty of said
Court to transmit from time to time, to the treasu.
ret appoiated by the Geuetal Assembly, or their
Comunittee, the lunds raired for the general susten-
tation of the ministry ; aleo to apply the remaining
congregational funds, in fitting propottions, 10 the
support of the ministry, the payment of the eala.
ties of the various subordinate “functionaties, and
the defraying of all necessary charges ‘connected
with the property, or with the dispensation of
Christian ordinances ; taapply, moteoves, any sur-
plus which may thereafter atise to religious, eccles
siastical, educational, or benevolent objects ; like-
wise to make speciol collections at the church door,
a8 often as may appearto them to be necessary, for
the temporal rcliet of poor members of the congre-
gation, and for the education of the children of the
poor ;_and, fivally to receive the deacon’s regorts
of their procecdinge, to give them  such ad.vxcc and
instructions as may be required and o decide aa to
the payments to be made by them for *he relief of
the poor and the education of youth. )

#4, Thatwhile the church is solely at the dis-
posal of the minister for all religions purpoies, the
consent of the Deacons’ Coun, as well as of the
miuister, is necessary, before any meeting, not
strictly of a religious, ecclesiastizal, or charitable
pature can be held in it

445, That the said Court ehall have oue or more
treasurers and a clerk, and a separate record for the
winutes of its ptoccedn:fs. )

G, That the record of the Court, with the
treasurer’s accountof receipt and expenditure, after
ssidaccoust shall have been duly audited by ap-
pointment’of the Court, shall be annually exhibited
10 the Presbytery of the bounds,at the first ordinary
meeting thereof after the 15th March, for the pur-
pose of being examined and attested by the Pres.
bytery at said meeting. . i

+¢7. That on the first Monday after said attestn.
tion of the rccord and treasurér’s account, or
on some convenient daj of the first or second
week following the attestation by the Preshy-
tery, a congregational meeting shall be held, when
the Deacon’s Court shall preseat a repoit of its
proceedings for the preceding year, give such in-
formation and cxplanations as may be asked for,
and receive any snfgesuons which may be offered
by the micinbers of lhc'congrc‘gntion for the consi-~
deration of ‘the Court, with reerence to the futurs

istribution of the fubds The congregational
mecting shall be convened by intimation from the
pulpit, and-the minister, if present, shall preside
it .
48 That o the snid Court shill belong the ap-
peintment sud dismissal of the church-offices and
oor-keepera,”” .

fome fMissious.

CORRESPONDENCE. OF MISSIONARIES.

The following extract from & communication by,
the Rer. Alexander: Steel . will, we are sure,:be
rend with moch interest. 11 is dated at Toronto,
22nd ‘November, 1844, and furvishes 'a -view..of
Mr. Steel’s labours from the pesiod of: their com-
mencement ia this conntry in July last s

The town of Guelph lies about” 30 miles to the
north west of Haimilion3 Contnine 2 population of
between ten and twelve hundred:  Oa 2 rising
ground in the ¢entre of .the towa stands: the Prea-.
byteriag church,  Jtis a respectable looking build-
ing, with a spire,-and- in. ondinary, good  repair.
Tt aceo tes. between 950.30d" 300 hearers..
and might be: made to- contain 100 more by the
etectico ol a gallery, This church. became va-
cant 3 few months since by the resignation of the
Rev, Mr. Swithi, so that Guelph and-its: neigh-:
bourhood bate been lately: added to!the formerly.
extensive feld° of  missienary - Jabvur - in Civada.
Weat, [ visited this part of the colonial vinepurd




