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Religions Inteiligence.
THE KINGSMILL ISLANDS,

Charncier and Preductions.—The Kingsnill growp lice in Micronesia,
about 2000 miles south-west from the Hawalian Islande, on both sides
of the eq a8 iote of Aftcen pincipal Telands, which, acconting
to Mr, Randall, who has lived upen one of them several years, and has
visited mowt of 136 othere, have an aggregage population of 46,500,
*I'hess islands are of coral ; thoy consist, for tho niost part, of a narrow
teef enclosing a lagoon, and do not anywhere rise more than twenty feet
above tho ocean. Their first appearances, as one approaches them, 1s of
a long low line of cocoa-nut trees, with which they are densely covered.
Pit's laland, the most northerly of the group, and the first 1and which
tho Cereline made on its exploring voyage, is in fact two Isiands, known
to the natives as ‘Taritari and Makin, and having a population of 2,000.
Tatitari is a coral reef fromn onc-cight to three-fourths of amile in width,
encloving a Jagoon of a triangular shape, which is twenty miles across;
Makin is much smaller. Almost tho entire vegetablo productions of
Pitt's Island are the cocoa-nut tree, the pandanus, & courve kind of taru,
and & specios of bread-fruit. ‘I'ho two or thtce goats on the island find
barely enough vegeiation to keep them alive. ‘The cocoa-nut tree, how.
ever, goes far towards making up to the natives tho want of everything
alse. * They uso ity’ says Mr. Snow, * for (ood, drink, clothing, to
build houscs, to make boats, for ropes, for sils, for oil, for swectening,
for imploments of war and of husbandry, for heusehhold utensils, and, if
there be any other wants, tho cocoa-nut tree, leaf or fruit, in somo of
their modifications, are made to supply them.”
lation is divided into three classes—chicfs, landliolders, and

slaves. y live in small communities, and regard the oldest of their
number as 8 kind of patriarch, The office of king sccns to bo heredi.
tary. Polygamy prevails. Thoy are inquisitive, and mamifest consider-
able skill in the construction of their houses, and eapecially of their
boats, whick are sometimes sixty feet iu length, Their common houses
- consists simply of a toof supported by posts four or five foet high, and,
save that they serve 1o protect them from the sun and rain, ““are about as
much out doors as in”' Those of the superior rank have sometimes &
sloaping-place; or store-house; or both, in the uppor part of the roof. In
each village is & “ steanger’s house,” where thoso who are travelling from
one part of the island to another, and have no one in particular to call
on, may pass the night ; whero families may live for days, or even weeks,
in case their own hoves is in any way dostroyed ; where thelr touncils
are hold; and where they amembls for feams, dancing and singing,
amesements of which thoy are 50 pasivuately fond, that they come to-
gother to them, not osly from towas; but from islands ;—euch 3 building
answering for a town-house; tavern, poor-howse, council-house, and
theatre.® Some of them are imineneely large; the one at the village
whore the King resides, is 117 fect long, 66 wide, and about 50 high.
‘Phe missionaries oould not help remarking to each other; * Here are
houses for publie Christian worship alteady evected, waiting for those
- ‘'who shall proclaim the word of life.” .

worship wtracely doserves the name.
nys M,:g‘:r;-, “ no tomple, no idols, no priests.” A
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fow simplo ceromonies by which they linpe to sacute the favor of the
dead, in the whele of their soligion  ‘Theso coniet in bringing olcrings
of cocon-nuis, at stated thines, to A stone, which is set up noat caeh
house, and whicl is mgatded enther aé o resting-place for the spirita
than a gl ‘These offorings ate also made, Whenever tho apirits are
suppoecd 10 bo displeased with them Their confidence In this looss
spstom of spint-worslip, hias been greatly weakened of la. s, by the pre-
valence of a faral sicknese, satne ravages of which, they saw that the
spitits which they worshipped had no powet 1o protect thom  "The vin.
gular custom which they have, of dispoaing of the doad, mist Mave
sprung, it would scom, from this venoration of the deparied spicit.  The
budy of the King, who hias been dead theee weoks; was found in the
centro of his hinuse, at Makin, partly covered with 8 mat, and »

food for Blicx, except na they were preveated by his many wivee o
childeen, who socmed to bo taking wins in keeping them swhy, A fire
wan kept burning day and night ; coconaut oil wans bfich rubbed on the
lody ; wailing way frequont ;s and this was to continue till the fesk
deopped off, when tho bunes would be cleanod end placed on the loft of
the houee, or thrown into the sca. The ald King's father wae hapt in
this way, sevornl years, At Makin, if not clsewhete, the bodies of all
ato dispoted of in the same maaner.

Interconrse with the Naties --1t wan n joyful gousd, when Jand wee
first annonced from tho mast-head of the Caroline, Asthey drew mearer,
andd tho ong Jino of cocomenuts trees heeamo visible, they gased at the
sight with intense intereat, What teception would they meet witht
Wonld savage violence attempt to sutptiee shem hefore the morrow ; of,
if the natives should be fuund “ mild;* s Capt. Wilkes repreconted thom,
would there Ive any means of letting them know, that it was not for per-
posce of tmde, but in rofercnce to the *glad tidings™ of salvation, that
they had come?  They * lay to” till morning; but before committing
themselves to sleep, they ¢ itted th Ives fn speci ? to
Almighty God. It was a meeting of no uedinary interest.” (1)
interpreter might be found, that the natives might be inclined to reeeive
them kindly, and that in all their intercourse with them they mig bo
guided by wisdom from above, were their chief requemts,  They had oc-
casion 1o remember these prayers, for they were pourcd into 1is ear, who
has said, " Yeshall not seck mo in vain.”

On the motrow, as they tounded the southern point of the island, what
was their surprise 1o seo & long thatched buiding, with the English fiag
flying (rom tho centre! It belonged to Randall & Durant, who have
becn establighed there #ix years, trading in cocon-nut ofl. Theos men
gave them a cordial reception, and favored their object throughout-—one
of them acting as thelr fnterpreter. The natives met them with & * bask.
ful deference,” evidently making an ** extra effort” for the occasion, by
puiting new palme.leaf mats, theie only drese, about their waista, Where-
ever they went they were struck with the Inrge number of children, com-
pared with tho adults, and with their superior healthiness and beawmy,
On catering their houscs, some cf the women wero found boiling down
tho sap of the cocos-nut 1ree, 1o mako molasees: others ncraping the net
fov oil ; but momt of them sitting idly about. Their hospitality was ia.
variably shown by seiting cocod-nuts and ¢ toddy” before their visitors ;
and they seemed sotry that they tould not eat znd drink more.
landing of the wives of the missionaties produced gquite a sensation, as
only one white woman had ovet before been on the island. ‘The de.
meanor of the natives towards them was * very reepectful,” except that,
wher, they approached the village ofthe King, thete was a perfect rwah to
seo them, dnd some of tho women run right * scross their teack, to get a
Jook in tha faces” of the ladies of the pany, when they would “ fiy off
agtin in a soft of rapture.”” ‘This village is abowt three miles from wheve
they landed, on the shore of the lagoon—the way 1o it, except for about
a mile over a sandy beach, being through cocos-aut groves. Taro
petches wers intersperned among the housss. The howse of the King
scarcely differed from the rest. Asthe mocting had been appointed to
consider the matnter of having missionsries come and teach them the
worship of the tres God, a Jarge number had sssembled—not Jeas, in the
opinion of Mr. Clark, thaa 500. The Kisg, s lad abowt fourtess, haviag
on a dirty shist, trovsers and hat, was seated on & platform raised by loge
about 8 foot from the ; before him lay his four wncles, “great,
fat, lsbberly-looking follows ;* around was a “ mass of mea, women and
children, walking, standing, sitting, lying, jebbering, with their ey¢e al}
directed to the new comers.”’ Aftor being introduced, the women, a¢




