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great, and precilus," but wvill be of no
avai! to us if we do not knowv and learn
to utsc them, by turning themn into pray-
cr. The soul mnust taie hold of and rest
on thcmn, with childlike assurance. 'f
God is faithfulnie"s and truth, Elc cannot
(l3ny.fis word. lfie is faithful ivho
proinised." «<Thiink on these tliincr.q"
tili the soul cari Iltake God at His word,"
as a littie child.

Fourth: We must be sure that the
thbing we asic or desire is in harmony
with Mhe wvilt of God, and wvill be for
.Hie glory, and that suzli a motive actu-
ates us. But can we know that the
thing -%ve asic is for the glory of God,
and consistent withi Ris will? Some
thing-s are positively p7'omised, on speci-
-fie d t>conditions; c.g., the, Spirit's help,
needed wisdoin, divine guidance, comfort
and support in trials, and triumphi in
death. To dlaim such promises (and al

piitual blessings), we mnust be «"willkg
and obedient," and believe that fie is a

4rewvarder of those who diligently seek
Hlm," and rest trustingly, confidingly,
and expectantly, on Ris faithful word.
To such fie has neyer said, 'IlSeek ye Me
in vain." They shall be rewarded.

But there are many things respecting
which we cannot know, from the word,
or by study, or froin human counsellors,
-whether they wvill be best for -us, or for
the giory of God or accordingr to Ris
will; e.g., wvealth, honor, good reputa-
tion, freedorn from trials, recovery from
ýsickness, or any specified Nvorldly good.
fiow ean this assured faith be had re-
specting suchi things? There is but one
way, viz., the Spirit of Goci must ieveal
it unto zis. I e maketh intercession
for the saints according to the wvill of
God," and can neyer mistake. And
when this conviction or assurance is
wrought, into my soul, hie may lay his
prayer at JTesus' feet, and rest, with con-
fidence that hie shall receive the things
Le asked.

Fifth : To this end we must Illive in
the Spirit,'" Ilwalk lu the Spirit," and
.pray in the fioly Ghost." We must

,ever be humble and teachxable, so that
the Spirit cap. lead and work in us, and
Eelp our infirm* vies; as otherwise Ilwe
know not what we should pray for as
we ought." And wimen prayer thus ln-

dited is offered for* any object, we shail
please and hionor fii, "I'believiiî9 that we
r-eceive the tliig -ve ask foi,."- So the
Saviour teaches. Impossibilities to human
view are nothing to God. Hie can 'g belp,
whether wvith mnany or wviLl themn that
have no power." Tiierefore let us cry
with Asa: Il-Jelp us, 0 Lord our God,
for we rest on Thee." (2 Chron. xiv.
11.) And with Asaph: "fIelp us, O
God of our salvation, for the glory of
Thy naine." 'Psalms lxxix. 9.) Let us

corne boldly to the throne of grrace,
that wve may obtain mercy and find
grace to lielp lu time of need." (Heb.
iv. 10à.) "Iu me is Thine help." (fios.
xiii. 9.)

Sixth: To obtain this faith we should
1pray, nuch and earnestly for it. The
aposties prayed for an increase of Çfaith,
aud were not re«buiced. (Luke xvii. 5.)
Another cried, "Lord, help Thou mine
unbeliaf." (Mark ix. 24.) Peter said
that the faith wvhichi healec' the lame
man was fromi Christ. (Acts iii. 16.)
And fie :-called "«the author and fin-
isher of Our faith." (Heb. xii. 2.) Paul
says, - according as God hath deait to
every man the measures of faith." (Rom.
xii. 3.) "lTo another f aith by the same
Spirit." (1 Cor. xii. 9.) And in Gali. v.
22, fie says that faith is a " fruit of the
Spirit." Aud in Eph. vi. 23, IlFaith,
f£rom Godl the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ." And in Eph. ii. 8, "(Faith;..
it is the gif t of God." We are thus
tatight that the faith we are spealcing of
is the fruit of ùhe ,Spiirit and the gif t of
God. Then is it proper to pray for such
an i'ncrease of it-such a Ilbaptism of
the fioly Ghost,"-as xviIi hionor Gocl,
and fit us for Ris wvill ? If we be Ilfilled
ivith thme q~pirit " we shial hot te likely
to go or " ask amiss."

Lord, teach us to pray; Roly Ghost in-
dite our petitions, and help our unbelief,
for the glory of God's name.-Times of

It is much casier to persuade men
that God cares for certain observances,
than that 11e cares for simple honesty
and. truth, and gentleness, and loving-
kindness. t>D
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