LrauserIpt of one ot the mMost gorgeous South-
¢sn sunscts I over bebeld, and 1 lounging
bemde lim, when glonviong carclessly out at
the foaory track teft by tho vesscl, as she
pluwed her way through the rippling wavoe.
scts, 1 saw botween me and the glowing sk
a tin Qlmy vapor ascending. Loxnly
whalched for » while, as it curled and wreath.
«d io fautactio shapos that lont a flickering
eoftness to tho brilliant tints beyond. After
about ten couten’ lazy onjoyment of the
novel effect, a vague wonder crept into roy
anind as to how 1t got there. Could some one
Lo stoking, leesing ont of the stern wizdows,
or sitiung among tbe cordage and chamns ?
Y o8, that wes probably the cuuso of 1t ; some
of var fellows no doubt bad chosen that place
fur a qaiet chat. Bat who could it be ? The,
wore moet of them in groups near us; I di
pot mes any one. 8o at Irst, oot of pure
carivaty, L determined to look over and
800,

*I'll bo baok in a minnte, Hogh," I said,
vising very slowly and, in spite of my ouri-
vsity, reluctaotly, and makiog iy way afs.
\When I arrived at the taffrail and lesned
over, no ono was to bo seon : but, what I for
a {6w gesoads thonght odd, thore svemed to
Lo Lot vapor oozing through the crevices of
tLo planking, and the air smelled so strange-
ly. Whatcouldii be? I sniffed onco or
twioe, and then with overwholming force the
conviction rushed through my mind—the
11D was on fire, ‘Lo ron forward and tell
tuo captain was the work of an wetant, and
o mmunte later 1t was found that the large
~aivvn 10 the stern, in which the ladics aspal-
1y snt, was op fire,

Uur men manned the pumps turp about
with the blue-jackets, and wa put in our torn
wth tho rest, Hugh throwing asido lis an-
tipished sketch, and working like « horse at
w Lirtover came aonder lis hand.

‘“Wuere i Captain Cameron ?° asked So-
«ace, comng up horriedly to whore we were
worhing, carrying away all inflammable
urticles from the proximity of the fire. He
was in his shurt sleoves hke the rest of us,
and though his {aco was pale, his voice was
firm and olear as he spoke.

* 1don't know, auswered Eugh, shortly,
as ho turned to assist & marine vainly etriv-
g to move gome pouderous article by his
unnssigted strength, *Why do you want
tum? he continued, wiping the swoat from
Lis brow, as ho staggered forward with his
tired helper,

* Ouly that 1 baven't seen him doing any
‘u.bg, and 1 wan ¢ lum to come and help as.
We wast all work now if we wish to live.'

buidenly from the forward partof the ship
suded the wan Lo was looking for, pal~, hag-
gard, nod with big drops, brought there not
vy len, but by anguish and fear, standing
wu s brow, the very picture of abjeot ter-
tor.

v, he cned, with a pleading gesturo of
«uv wands, now are aro you gottingon ?  Ie
cac ito veiug put noder 7 For meroy s sake
wil me quick !’

¢+ The worst is to be fcarod, Captain Cam-
erou, answered Solnce, coldly, turming with
wis2ust from tho paable figure of Ins senior,
i r cowardico 10deed changes tho handsom-
«st fa~o 10to ap abject and.unsigbiiy obyet;
unsgine. therefore, its cffect on Cameron's
-uesking countenance. For one moment bo
inred wildly at the brave youth, then a
| aresysin of fear goized Lim, and forgetting
a+ &lo were present—his position. daty,
cveryting —ne raved and cursed s cruel
{nte sn the wildest throcs of mortal terror.

N wunate's glanco was all we could vouch-
-ate Uotue pitiable oxlnbition ; when next
wo loncd w that divection he was gone. A
1w Lsnutes aftor, pusiness took mo forward,
whete o pariv of our men Wore taking breath
astel their spell at the pumps. A hitle apart
irom the sl ut woary gronp stovd Sergeant
drocn, aud taling ongerly to im, with
vivlent gestalalus aod  burried breathing,

was Cameron, whom I had so lately soen:

«qrderingon {anaoy fivw wienso terror.

this thing if T can prevent it: and you, he'
added, turning to the men, retura every oune
of you to your duty, or I shall repo:t you to
your officers, Have you no shamo that you
should t1y to leave thoe ship before all hope
is lost ? Think of your eomrades toiling $ill !
tho verv lifo is woin out of them to eave
themsolves and the ship. Are you not
ashamed to stand here concooting a villain-
ous scheme that must deprive some ut least
of the cbanco of safoty if you sucseed, and
that if you do not succeed will not the less
cover you with infamy.

'That is all very fine,' sneercd Cameron,
a feoblo spark of energy roused in him by
bato and fear: *butif I t[l)lmfer to save my-
golf rather than stiok by this cursed tub till
the flames reach the powder, and if these
bravo feliows ohoose to make an effort for
their lives, none shall prevent us; yon,if

ou makd anotbor attempt to stop us, shall
Ee pitobed into she sea; I can promise you
that muob, I think.’

Hugh'laughed scornfally, and springing on
thoe bulwarks caught hold of one of tho davits
to support himself, at tho samo time opening
a large clasp knife, with whioh he intended
to cut the rope if obliged ; at least, as he told
me &“terWarg, ho intended to try and cut the
rope, though well aware that hig knife was &
very weak weapon for such an nadertaxing.
As he opened the knife, Cameron, goaded
to fury by tbe idea that his carefully pre-
yared schemo was ahont fo fuil throuzh

ugh's agenoy, aimed A ‘blow at him with
all bis force Tovoluntarily I sprang forward
intending to catoh Cameron's arm, but be-
fore T could reach bim the blow had been
delivered ; misslog bis mark, Cameron over-
balancod and fell heavily against the ball-
warks, cutling himeelf pretty soveroly about
the facp and bead. Then I caught Hugh by
the arm and drzgged him dov n.
¢ What aro you.about,’ I said, breatllessly,
¢ standing up there, where a touch would
knock you over into the wafer ? Let ustake
that medman, Cameron, and sbut him up
gomewhero; it will then be casy to deal with
the rest.'

‘Wo turned to look for bim, and perceived
Solace assisting him to rise.

¢ Captamn Cameron,” ke said, ‘you don't
know what you are doing; you are not fit to
be left alone; you must come with me acé
help us to work.’

Cameron staggered to bis feet, fairly beside

himeelf with rage.
" ¢ It 15 that fellow,” he yelled, porating to
Hugh; *be 18 getting tho men agamnst me.
1 will be revenged for lus ounrsed impu.
dence.

Ho struggled to get free from Solace, who,
however, hold him firmly, and answered :

¢ Captain Meliton did lus daty, and when
you are in your calm judgement you will
thank bim for acting as he did. Now come
witu me ;' so sayieg be went off, dragging
bis anwilhing superior after lum, who torned
back for one minnte to mutter a fierce carse
on Melton, and swear with bitter empbasis
ho would be revenged. A few sharp words
dispersed the sulkers, and then, turning again
to our work, wo found that 1n the intenim the
fire bad boen considerably subdued, and
there was now really some hopo of saviog
the shin.

Animated by tnat hope, weo set to work
again with the will, and 1n about half an hour
cyjoyed the luxary ot resting a few mnutes
without any fear of the fire, which was now
completely quenched. 1 could bardly help
laughing as I surveyed several of “lhe most
dandified yonng fellows i the regiment, now
jookmg lke un nssemblage of clumnay-
swoeps aund coal-heavers; indeed some of
them were 50 begrimed as to be atmost un.
recognizable. As to Hogh, now the exetto-
ment was over, be looked indecea a dismal
pictoro ; lus fair bair singed, s clotuos torn,
and dirty, aod, above all, an iwmpatient,
naxous exprcsnon on is countenanco. He;

smiled faintly as ho looked at me, fancying,.
Lo doubt, that 1 was as quaer-looking as he
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The little town lay near the I*imalayas,
and was at this Yeriod used as an outpost, on
account of tho lawless, predatory bab.ts of
the mouotain chieftans, which rendered the
constant supervision. of the British Govern.
ment and a tolorably powerful oxeoutive
necessary.,

It was not s bad quarter, after ull; and
gomse of ns managoed to mako oursclves vory
comlortable. Thore was plonty of sport, and
masy 8 gocd dny Hugh and I had among the
hills. Though &t the foot of billa, our sta-
tion was intensely hot, and most tautalizing
it was o sce far away the summits of endless
mountains rising one above the other in end-
less confusion, untif their snowy peaks seemed
to piercothe biue vault above. %ugh reveled
in the endless beautios they spread .out be-
fore him of form and color, while I took
every opporionity of gelting a ramble over
their unexplorod pathways, with my gun on
my shoulder and a pleasant companion by
my side.

CHAPTER VI.

CAMERON'S VISITOR.

There arc drawbacks to every place, and
the drawback to A—— was, as far as I was
concerned, that it did not agree with me.
The intense beat brought ona kind of low
fever, which, thouyl it did not quite lay me
up, yet made every purkuit, whether in con-
nection with my duty or otherwise, a burden
to me. Our medico assured me I should
soon get ovor it ; in tho meantime I had
better keep quiot, and avoid all exértion dor-
ing the heat of the day.

So it ohanced that one day, 8s I was loung-
ing in an easy-chair by my window, getting
the benefit of the cool breeze that at that
Bour fit was balf past seven in the evening)
was beginning (o steal down from the moun-
tains, I hieard a vehicle approaching the bar:
racks. Curiosity prompted me to raise a
curnor of the mat that shaded the window
and look out. My window commanded a
view of the drive up the compound to the
door, and I saw a kind of covered carriage of
primitive and dilap:dated appearance driving
up. Testopped at the door, and then I, still
kooping myself conceale], saw seated inside
a very handsome woman.

Tiut who conld she be coming fo see?
Every ono was out with the excoption of my-
gelf—Hugh sketcbing, 8 lot of the others
shooting, and Cameron, I thought, visiting.
As for me, T had vever sel my eyss on this
lady before ; so certainly her visit was net
intended for me. T did not hear for whom
ghe asked, but in.a few minuntess Cameron
appenred, and then I saw I had bazn mis-
taken in supposing him away. He handed
ber out, and beforo she disappeared with
him through the doorway T abtained even
better view of her thau I had at first been
ablo to.

She was tall, with a perfect figure, which‘
was displayed to tho greatest advantage by a
light muglin dress, over which was thrown
carclessly a magnificent black lace shawl,
that rather cnbanced than concealed the
effect, In stepping out of the ecarrisge sho
displayed o slender foot, with an instep
arched as that of an Arab, while the band
that rested ungloved on his arm was small
and white, the taper fingers sparkling with
joewels. A perfect band it wae, and youn
wonld bavo eaid, had you not seen the facs,
1t must bave belonged to & lady. As to her.
face, it was gloriously beautiful, complete in
every feature, aud.wanting only the name.
less charm of refinemment, without which
brauty is to somo minds valuelese. Imagine
8 broad white brow, with penciled eyebrows
of the most perfcct form surmounting eyos
large and dark as a gazelle's; a peach-like
bioom on her cbecks wet-6ff the clear olive
cornploxign ; ‘whilo hertiouth’ wodld have
been lovely, showing as it did when she

v Cameron laughed a littlo at her quustion,
and answered in  moro oynical manner than
I could have fancied any man would bave
used to such & woman @

¢ You were rigat not to mind what any
follow mighw roport about mo. You know
weo are married ; 80 you are safe whatever
may happen, though no one knows_how we
stand with regard to ono another. You bave
kopt our scoret, I hope ?' he added, with
gomo sternness. )

¢ Indced, Eaward, T have,’ sche replied,
oarnestly, ‘though why I should do so I
oan't rue. And when I hear snoh things said
ot you I do long to hold up my head boldly,
looking: people in the face, as I have a right
to do, and ssying, ¢ Your slories are false ; I
am his wife, and no woman sball comeo be-
tween us while I.live.’

¢ Well, well,’ ha answered, in an impatient
bored mapner—or which I felt i$..in my
beart to kick him, 8o much bhad my sympa-
thies been enlisted by the sweet wifely words-
and tender caressing manner of the beautifvl
strangér—* you know I don’t like declamas
tion or heroiés; they bore mo ; and you are
gotting a little into that style now and-thed:
Try and get out of it, dear. As fo why our
marriage should bo kept 8 gecret, I told you
long sgothat iy embairassments wonld nol
permit me to declare it ; a8 to this report,
why, you must encourage it as much as you
o0an, as at present it is my only help in kee
ing my head above-water. The Jows. will
wait, in hopes of xeaping a golden harvest,
when it comes off, as this Miss Meares-is a
great heiress, Indeed, I havebeen thinking
that it .would not be a bad move for exther
you or me-could it bé aecomplished.’

Thero was & panse after this sentenos,.
during whioh interval of silence a feeling of
horror stole over me of this fair, salm-locking
an, with his quiet, gentlo ways, hissmooth,
persuasive voice;, and his womanish attention
to personal appearance, who concealed a soul
so vile, 8 mind so base, as not only to
plan such a scheme, but to dare to talk
%r it boldly sad openly with bis yomig

e. ,.
- The dead silenca was at 1 st broken b
that sweet voice, saying, in a besitating tone
that told an eloguent tale of horror, astvnish-
ment, and pain:

tI—-JI—don't quite understand you, Ed:
ward, I think. SurelyI can’t have heard
aright I’ ]

¢ Oh yes, quits right,’ he answerod, with a
Iaugh that sounded unpleasantly sneering.
¢ ¥ou needn't look -shocked .20 harm can
come to you whatever I do. Remember you
are quite safe, and don’t tronble your head
about this Miss Meares, who is, after all,
the only one to be pitied. What I want yon
to do is this : I am engaged to marry this.
Miss Meares—have besn so, in fact, since
we were ¢! ildren—and had no right to marry
you. Now it you are only wise and keep
our secret, what is to prevenl my marrying
this girl in Epgland ? I shall never bring
ber out bere, and her monoy wll enable me
to give you those laxuries I have so long
wished to shower upon the only woman I
ever mot who had sufficient attraction for me
to induce me to forego the Willant future
opened out before mo as the hustand of the
heiress Maud Meares. Itisonly my love
for yon tbat makes mo desire this. Other
men can adorn tkoso they lovo with jowels
and costly garments, as I would like to do
m) beautiin’ darling, while I, with al! the af-
feclion 1 feel for you, bave never been able
to show you more than those few paltry
trinkets that look so unworthy ihe beanty
thoy adorn. And it will not barm Miss
Menres axther. No one will know of your ex-
istonce, and she will cerlsinly have the best
of the posit-on as my wife. Afterall, in other
countries men may hovo more wives than:
one, though our stupid laws are against it.
St‘!(ll.’I don’t see tho havm if it can-bo man-.
aged. :

Ho lavghed snecringlyand brudally as he

»

ocoK. A8 10 My Loving ler, believe mo dear.
est, you are a thousand times swaeter apg
more obarming to mo than any other w
man who over breathed. I don't caro af
for her, Lut I wan$ ber money ; and as fp
her, I don't think she likes me, though ]
beliovg she tries to persuade herself she gou;
and I am pretty suro she oares a good duj
{io_r tl;st bang-dog féllow, Hugh Mef&n.om
im I’

¢ Then, Edwerd darling,’ said the besuty,
in a oalmer voice, ‘ how can you wish go iy
wropg both her and me ?  Of myself 1 wil)
say nothing ; you must know all I havato
ssy as well a8 I; but onyly think of her.
What.has the poor gu‘l done that tbis an
and shame. shonld be- brongh$ upon her?
Let ber marry that man, if she can cars for
him after being engaged to you. Are you
sare she doesn’t love you ?* she added, ‘Arg
youonly tel.ing me. that about the other
man to turn my- suspicions aside, beeauss
you love her yourself 2 Swear to me you are
tolling'me the truth. Only a little whils
8go, and I should not have asked you fo
swear—1I should hove believed: your ‘word;
Jbut now you are so slrange I almost fear
you. Why did you tell me all this, and
8y those dreadfcl thinge? I keow you
were only trying me, bat ‘I can't bear it
l?ron?:ise me not to talk so any more, won't
ou '
% With the mo:t comxing and persussive

P- 1 voice, in which there was still a tremorf

fear and passion, she uttered these words,
and I could fancy Low, a8 she sad 1t; her
white bands wound themselves around s
neck, and her beautifal‘lustrous eyes looked
pleadingly up info his.

, Dul biandishments angd prayers wers alike
,lastad oa him ; ‘he had begun his subjeet,
‘ahd he meant to go through with 1t: be
or atintied, theréfore :

¢ The reason she don't marry Hugh Mel.
ton is that e is a beggar, with nothing bat
his pay, and ber fine fortune goes to the
dogs, or somewhere equally satisfactory,if she
does not marry me ; and marry her I wil
L am goipg home in, a year's time to do it;
sprI would advise.you to keep quiet, madam,
and not spoil my little game, or it will be
the worse tor you.'

_ ¢ But I.will spoil it,’ she cried; ¢ I will
gpoilit. Do you think I.will stand by quiet.
ly and' see you ruain another life as you have
ruined mine ? Is it not enough for oze
womat to have married's villain, who will
darken her fulure life by the curse of an un-
requitted affection, wi out another being
dragged down by the same man to a darker
misery, a deepér shame'? No'; I have hers
the oopy of my marrisge rogister ; I always®
darry it with me ; ag a pracious treasare at
first, hencéforth as a safegnard against
treachery. Ob, Edward, 1 thought sou
lbved me | Say youwill give up all thonghts
of Mies Meares ; 1-will forgive you every
thing, for I love you still ; even thoagh sou
had perpetrated-the- deed you thruatcned,
Heaven help me, I believe L shonld love you
even then.

' ¢ Whero did you get that copy ot there
g’iste_r ?" was &li tha-answer he vouchsafed to

jer passionate appeal.

., * You know,’ sho answered—avd there
was & sound of coming tears in her plantive
voico—* X pot the c¢opy the day we were
married at St. Margarot's in Calenita. Dont
youremember 2 ~ And you Janghed atme,
and called mo goose. Oh, in those days E4-
ward, you did love-me, say what you wil
Wby can you not-do 50 again 2’ .
- ¢ Show me that,’ ho answered. laugbiog
¢ Who £aid I didn’t-love yon ? 1 do, dearly;
but then you must let mo show it in my own
Way, snd that’s by moking-you 08 rich asl
an. Yes, tho cony's all ‘correct,’ he coq-ﬁ
tinued, from whiclt T kriow gho bad givea it
o'him as desired. The next minitte I heard
{usce struck, thrn o guick, sharp ery in the
omwan’s voice,a ¢ wid 88.0fspme one spring-
jog.rapidly forvagd, and- thon,in Cameron’s
tynical-gmeering tones, ¢ Toa late; mwy dear.y

9

finished, but a low wailing ery from his wifo

Te be continued.




