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demand, for the disposal of what his farm
can furnish in the way of flesh meat, but will
tind men who make it their business to act
as factors between the producer and consu-
mer at all times, going through the conntry,
or attending loeal fairs, ready to buy up at
fair prices every head of live stock they can
find in a condition suitable for the batcher,

The age at which eattle can be protitally
fattened will depend much upon their breed-
ing, and the manner in which they have been
reared,  Steers or heifers, having from half
to three-fourths Shorthorn or Hereford Lluod
in them, and that have been kept ina thriity
growing condition from calfhoud, are usually
sufliciently advanced to be put up to fatten
when from thirty to thirty-six months old,
Pure-bred animals of Shorthora or MHerdford
blood may be protitably fattened at an car-
lierage. A crossof one-half to three-quarter
Devon "lood on common stock makes an ani.
mal that can go into the stalls at two years
old, if it bas been kept in good growing condi-
tion. Common native cattle can rarely be
profitably fed for the butcher till they are
four yearsold. If cattle are putup tofatten
before their growth has sufficiently advanced,
80 as to bring them near their full capacity

of laying up substance, much of the food’

given them, instead of going to make them
fat, will be wasted in adding bone and musele,
which could have been obtained more cheaply
by giving them time to complete their deve-
lopent on ovdinary keep. Besides, the ef-
fort to fatten an animal when in an imma.
ture state cax only result in producing meat
of @ very inferior guality, and commanding a
much less vrice than if the same animal had
been kept on longer until its frame had be-
come solid and well knit together, its mus-
cles developed to their full capacity, and its
stomach capable of digesting and assimilating
alarger mnount of food than is actually re.
quired to sustain the ordinary growth and
wear and tear of life, without derangement ot
its vitahity.

There are every year great numbers of
young cattle sold to the buteher, or slaught-
ered by farmers, and their carcases hrought
tomarket at the closce of the grass season,
when they are in a state of development that
renders their flesh of an intermediate quality
between veal and beef, withont the tender-
ness of the one or the rich juiciness of the
other, but as flavourless and worthless as
any flesh can well be. It is sheer folly to
sacritice such animals for the sakeof the pal.
try saving of a feww months’ food, when by
keeping them over one winter more they
would lring nearly deuble their present
value, and be fit to make into beef that is
full of rich savoury juices.

Stall feeding cattle, judiciousddy canducted,
presents to the grain grower the most cfli-
cient, cheap, and desirable method of keeping
up the fertility of his furm, and the wost
profitable means of disposing of his surplus
hay, roots, and coarse grains. The manure
made from such cattle, were it all the protit

derived from the process, would be amply
suflicient to repay the farmer for his trouble;
whilo the hay and grain so consumed would
sell in the shape of beef for a higher price
than if it had Leen taken to market; for it
must be borne in mind that in turning roots,
hay, and grain into meat, we get the price
that they would bring in a higher and more
distant market, without the risk and expense
of transpurtation toat, while the same arti-
Jles, hay and roots espeenally, would begov-
crned as to price by the loeal demand of the
immediate neighbourhood where they were
grown, which s often very low. The great-
oot demand, and consequently highest prices
for beef, now extend over & much longer
period of the year than formerly, the facili-
tivs for transportation by rail rendering it
pussible at all tunes to furnish a constant sup
ply of fresh meat to distant markets, when
formerly much of the summer consumnption
was restricted to meat slaughtered in late
autumn, and salted down for future use.

, This has in a measure rendered the winter

fattening of cattle, in order to supply a spring
and summer demand, much more certain to
yicld a profit than formerly, and greatly in-
creased the demand for meat, now that it can
be so veadily supplied at all seasons in a fresh
state. Ina future article we may discuss
the matter further, and give the best me-
thods of profitably feeding cattle for the
butcher.

o = 4y AR P I b A = e

Selecting Stock Rams.

In order to breed sheep successinily and
protitably, much depends on the juduament
used in selecting the rams to be used in the
tlock. It shonld be the aim of every farmer
to endeavour to raise the standard of the
stock on his farm, in an c¢ven and gradual
manner, by uwsing male animals of as much
bigher a degree of excellence each year as his
means will atford  He must also keep in
view a certain objeet in breeding. 1i heis
50 situated that he can profitably raise sheep
sulely fur the purpose of turning into mution,
he will tind his profit in using Leicester or
Southdown rawms of pure bleod to put to
common ewes,  If wool is his object, he will
find the use of Cotswold rams hest attain the
cud in view, as that class of wool not only

. . !
commands the highest price, but is alsomore |

certain to be of uniform qaality, and ta yield

$50. After this he ~* ald change his rams
every year, giving a good price to get a first-
class animal from some well-known and re-
liable ram breeder, In all cases it is parti-
cularly advisable not to use as stock-getters
in his own flock any of the male animals
bred in it. All the ram Jambs in the tlock
not intended to be sold off as lambs to the
butcher should be eastrated, and raised as
wethers untii such time as the flock has
reached the highest degree of excellence it is
capable of attaining, when the ram lanbs, if
then good, may be kept for sale as lrecding
rams, and will probably bring good prices.

It is a poor policy to continue breeding and
feeding sheep that will realize but from §3
to 5 each from the butcher, when by alittle
extra outlay in the way of procuring male
animals as stock-getters that will raise the
standard of the flock, he can obtain from $6
to £10 each for what he has to sel}, and in
a year or two more, by perseverance, the
flock can be raised to such a high standard
as to readily command from $12 to 315 or 320
cach for what can be fed up for the Christ.
mas or spring markets, or sold as breeding
stock. It costs no more tofeed such animals
so as td keep them in good growing store
condition than it does those of inferior qua-
lity. The great aim shounld be to obtain ani-
mals that combine good size and form with
carly maturity and aptitude to fatten, and in
the case of wool growing, the animals that
can emrry the largest flecces of the true
quality of the breed are the most protitable
to keep.

Stallions for Common Labour.

There are very few geldings in France.
The reason is, the stallions are not ummau-
ageable, vicous, and dangerous as work
horses, but docile, obedient, easily managed,
and intelligent.  There is nothing in the na-
ture of things to prevent our having the ad-
vantage of the gweater toughness, strength,
spirit, fearlessness, safety, (inbeingless liable
to take fright), frecdom from disease, and
Tonger serviceableness of the stallion over
the gelding, were it not that we and our an-
cestors have so abused the temper of the
horse, that his progeny exhibit, among the
unaitered m-'vs, vicions snd  treackerous
temners, such as make them unsafe and un-
reliable as work hidrees, even under the kind-

2 Ligh average of weight of tlecee throughout | st and most uniform treatment.

a flack.

We will suppose a farmer has o flock of
o1dinary common grade sheep, and desires to
improve than,  1le can begin the firss year
by using a ram lunb or two, costing from 310
to 315 ea-he This will carry hun through
two seasens, by which tune the ewe lanbs of
the first season will e gimmers, ready to

The English thoreugh-breds, unexcelled
for spirit, endurance, tfleetness, aad wind, are
the most vicious of all horses. They came
from the gentle, docile, affectionate Arab,
and it is only the training and abuse of the
English stableboys and grooms, we verily
believe, which have thus, in the course of
generations, ruined the temper of the most

take the ram. e should then get one of fnoble of the breeds of hiorses.  Its blood is
higher quality, say a shearling or two, cost- |infused through all our common stock, and

ing $20 to 330 each.  L'wo scasons after this
he needs one of still bigher quality, and of as
good size ag can be had, costing, we will say,

to it we owe most of the characteristics for
which we valueour horses, Where therough-
breds have been bred for generations under



