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. Queries and Replies
" UNDER THIS HEAD will apgear Questions which have
been asked,and replied to, by prominent and practical
bee-keepers—also by the Editor. Only questions of im-
pertance should be ‘asked in this Department, and such
questionsarerequestedtrom everyone Asthesequestior's
aave.to he put into type, sent out for answers, and the re-
plies all awaited for, it will take some ting 1n .each case

- to have the answers appear.

Black Ants.

———

Query "'No. 279.—I am greatly
troubled with small black anfs, 1a my
beeyard, dwelling house, -and celar,
and even in the garret. My yard is
a sandy soil. Please give me a remedy.
—W.].B. . . IR

Eugexe Secor, Forest Crty, Towa.—No ex.
perience. ’

Dr. MiL.LER, MaRENG, ILL.—Try Prof. Cook’s
remedy. - L

) H. D. Currmg, Crixron, Ost.—Find the
* nest and destroy ],hem.

K

A. B, MasoN, AuBURNDALE, O.—Carbolic acid
$lution placed in their run-ways will fix them.
. »

G. M. DooLITTLE, Borobpixe, N. Y.—That's
me exactly. I listen for the recmedy—one that
is not more troublesome than the ants. -

- » . . L.

Jamges HEpovox, Dowaciac, MicH.—Harve nev-

er been troubled with ants, and will let some
bne of experience answer your question.

J. K. Darid(G. ArLyoN1E, ONT. -1 would like
an answer to this query myself, ‘altﬁough not
annoyed by this pest as some others are,

R. McKx~ienT, OweN Souxp, OxT.—Destroy
th=m in their nests with tobacco water, or coal
_oil If that don't do stock your rooms with
. toads. PO

——

" . E. Poxp NORTH ATTLEBORO', Mass.—Find
out their nests and destroy them. This is the
only remiedy I can give. Setuing the legs of
hives in cups of water, will prevent them fromi
troubling the bees Tnsect. powder thoroughly
sprinkled through the house may drive them
.a.sgayi. ‘They dre a nvigance and bard to get
rid of. : :

i ~

J-NE.. Dunn, Rmgeway, Oxt.—Never had
much ¥ounble with ants, but my neighbor, Mr.
0. H. Matthews, once got rid.of a colony of ants
that had Fre exempted and partly emptied the
hollow wa
bee smoker on them. They soon came hustling
. out'carrying their valuables with them, and left
:zhe:pl'acgin~dx$gi_{sg.v A

BN N

'of-& saw dust hive, by turning ‘the

Pror. A. J."Cook, LansiNg, Mier. ~If you cap
find the hills, you can kill the ants with bisul.
phide of carbon as I recommended in bulletip.
58, otherwise trap them in liquid syrup, o
poison with Paris green mixed with Loucy o
syrup and place so as no bees but vnly ants cap
get at it, as in a box covered with ‘wire gauze,

’

"

A. PriNGLE, BELBY, ONT.—There are a great
many remedies recommended—kerosene, salt,
tansey, eto., etc. They are numerous around"
my yerd and honey house and are annoying,
but I cannot say they do much damage.' At
any rate I never take the trouble to fight them '
as I do the potato bugs and some others of
Dame “Nature’s blunders.. . :

G. W. Demarer, CHRISTIANBURG, Kv.—Last
season the ants troubled my honey house very
much, and became & great nuisance gt times. [
_scattered commen salt all around the floor next
to the walls, and I have not been annoved by
them since.  You can keep them at a distance
by the use of wet salt, but ir. my experience
they are more annoying than harmful in- the beg
yard and about the hives. Ants can be success-
fully exterminated by poisoning them. T use
a small box with wire cloth cover so that noth- -
ing else can get at the poison. Keep the poison.
ed “bait" in the box, and set the box in their .
haunts. Bits of pork and pieces of honey comb
make good “bait.” .

s

Tue EpiTorR.—We are not troubled
with them here at Beeton.  As a rule,
we do not advise their destruction, but
there are circumstances when it would
be a3 considerablenuisance ta put up with
thém. So great a friend does Sir John
Lubbock considér the ant, that in his
book, Ants, Bees and Wasps, he does.
not even give a method of destruction.
The method tc which Prof. Cook refers
we presume is the followir g ¢

“By the use of a crowbur make & hole in
_the middle of the ant hill, down. to the bettom,
which is easily found by the more open
or less compatt earth. Then turn iato
this hole a gill of ‘the bisulphide of carbon,
and fill and crowd down with earth. As the liquid
‘s very volatilc, and cannot pass ont of the now
! comppactly filled hole, it quickly evaporates and
kills the ants. If clay,baf€ar, always use this to
crowd into the hole, as if” is moresimpervious
than is sand, though by firmly pressing with
the foot the sand can bé made'to hold the lignia.
Kerosene may be used instead of the c¢arbon,
but it is far less effective. 8o, too, of carbolic
acid, By means of syrnp, so covered with
gauze thy bees are excluded, the ants can be
trapped in great numbérs gnd destroyed. T have

,

~I'have poisoned the ant.” «

often done this, and by adding Parris green




