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THE GRAMIER AND BREEDER.
BREEDS OF BRITISH SHEEP --XIL
Shropshere-Downs.
Residents of the Kastern States of Amerioa who travel in
“the rural districts of England are ofter struck by the sparse
ness of the population  For a century past, the people have
more at.d more ecllected into the towns. The growing im-
“portance of the manufacturing interests has drawn constantly
increasing numbers into the workshops, Beside this, changes
tiave taken place in agrioultural methods, so that a greater
profit is found in large farms, and, hepee, the swaller ones
bave been united and the number of farmers reduced. In ad-
dition to these changes in piuces of residence and in occupa-
* tion, the contiuuance of an old custom of retaining tracts cai-
led ** commons, ' belonging in mest case8 to the parish, and
Scee for all to pasture animals upon them, helps to make tic
" ¢ountry in some sections seem s'most uninhabited, and quite
given up to the flocks and herds that feed upon it. The
»mount of land still remaining in cowmons is surprising.
Buch was in the past and. to a considerable exteat, still is,
part of the county of Salop. (1) The Morfe and Loog Mynd
common- were of vast cxtent, and carried very large numbers
of their own native sheep, which were in no wise remarkable,
axcept for their unusual healthfulnes.. The same breed also
- uceupied the 25,0 J acres of Cannock Chase,in Staffordshire,
o the cast. They undoubtedly were i good strong founda-
tion to improve upon. As farming operations advanced, and
voot and other feeding crops were grown, and as the corzmon
. {auds were gradually enclosed and cultivated, this native sheep
apuld not so quickly respond to better feeding as was desir-
able, und thercfore recourse was had to other breeds for their
sprovement.  Leicesters, Cotswolds and South-Downs were
_ull used, it is impossible now to learn in wlat relative propor-
. tions. Of course theee various crosses produced very different
animals, and for a considerabic time the flocks of Shropshire
ere as unlike cach other as well could be. But gradually in-
~telligent breeder - fixed tue type that seomed most desirable,
“znd, by careful sclection from these cross-bred animals, slowly
+ astablished a breed that, while not yet so uniform ia charac-
ter as is desirable, stands very high in the public estimation,
~end is increasing so greatly in numbers as to be found mouo-
“polising lands far away from home. Iu the fertile valleys of
. Wales on the west, on the riea dairy lands of Cheshire to the
gorth, wud clrewhere so far away as Yorkshire, great rawbers
- of them are to be seen.  In Shropshire it-elf they are very ou-
>aierous ulike 1 the hilly portions of the south and west, the
_ lzvel lands of the north, and the rich meadows alony the Se-
overn.  They appear hkely to monopolize the Western central
portion of the eountry. Their popularity io their home-county
owas well illustrated at this season’s Royal Show at Shrewsbury,
. where the number on exhidition was greatly in exeess of al
gther brecds, as was noticed soou after in the COUNTRY GENT-
L AEMAN.
S The formation of the Shropshire breed began sc reccutly as
“about fifty years azo, although crows breeding was practised
Moy before. It was recogmzed by the Royal Agricnitural
Fociety some twenty years since.  The sheep of the commons
were horned, and had black faces and legs, dressed from fifty
to ‘sty pounds of meat, and sheared two o three pounds of
moderately fine wool Now. they are without horns, and have
gray faces like the modern South-Downs. An cffort is made
by the English breeders to retain the dark faces which the
. Leicester and Cotswold blood have tended to destroy. The
- head is well shuped, the cars are large but well set on the
-head, and the neck is quite meaty. The back is struight and
zood, the breast broad and deep. the shoulders are massive,
wd the ribs are well developed. Fat wethers have dreseed
(1) Saiop: Shropshire,
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260 pounds. ‘They do not mmture so rapidly as such long
wools as the Leicesters and Cotswolds, but their flesh is of
deoidedly better quality. They sometimes take prizes over
the Hampshire-Downs as old sheep,but in their turn are beat-
en by them in the younger classes. Their wool is shorter
than the Uxfordshire-Downs, not showing so much of the
Cots vold charaster, und is longer than that of the Hump.
shires. It weighs seven or dight pounds to the fleece.  The
ewes are very prolifie, and are excellent mothers.

From what T have : ~on of the Shropshire Dowas. I believe
them to be a very valuable hreed, and suited to extensive use
in America. They ar~ strong, hardy sheep, of good size, but
not too lavar, and give meat that will decidedlv raise the mut-
ton stund..d in our markets. They do not go to picces on
short pasture, while they stand high feeding well.  In thar
lome district they arc kept more upon grass than ure the
larger breeds in theirs, except perhaps the Liveolns,  Else-
where they are mainly kept upon cultivated crops.

1n spezkinz of Bnglish heep-husbandry, reference s st
frequently made to cultivated erops that it may be well here
to state how sheep are carricd through the year upon them.
In April the new feed begins, and then the mangolds, carried
through the winter, are helped out by winter oats, rye and
some of the carliest clovers. In May the different clovers and
vetohes are depended uwpon, and the same are used in June
and July. In August, cabbages are added to these. o Sep-
tember cabbages aud rape are the muin reliance.  In October
the carly turnips are ready, and in some sections mustard (1)
is mach used. During November turnips are more heavily fed.
In the three winter months, turnips aud swedes are the stand-
bys, and in March mangolds are begun upon. Of course dur-
ing all the year such grasses as the farms afford, and, in the
wioter, hay,straw,cake and grain are used. These grecn orops
are noarly always ted upea the gronnd where grown, movable
hurdles being used to enclose sach portions as the flack will
daily consume. If the sheep are being fattened, they are
moved a little faster thaa this, and store sheep clean up the
food left behind them. While the lambs are with the ewes,they
are allowed to ran through ¢ creeps” in the huridles, and to
pick such food as they may funcy in the yet untouched crop.

They have many kinds of clovers and leguminous plants
we never sce in Ameriea.  We should be fortunate if so.nc of
thew were better saited to our soils and climate. A field of
orimson olover— Trefultum ncarnatum (2)—in full bloom is
very beautiful, us uiso is the much grown, lighter colored
sainrein—0uobrychis saliwa. The lupins and vetches also
grace their utility with beauty. (3) Jamzs Woon.

M. Kisco, N. Y.

Cutting and Plantirg Potatoes.

Ap tmmense amount of work s invorved 1e propecly planting
a lurge crea in potatoes. I do not wonder that in the burry
of the planting scason so much of it is carclessly or mistakenly
done  Kven the cutting of the secd, it done as it should be,
requires u number of days of slow, dirty aud disagzecable
work | sct out with the idea taat this year I would cut ail
my seed potitoes myself. wod aceurding to the plan recom-
mended by Dr. Siurtevant—single eyes cut deeply. But
I find 1t very dithieult to cut the single cyes without wetting
the picces smaller than T iike 1o risk at one et ina hill. 1
have finatly coneluded to plant some in that way and mark
the placus, while the remsinder will be planted two eyes in

(1) Mustard is vsed only for the ewes and nou-fattening sheep.
. A J F,

{2) W.uld not answer here The frost would destray il Sainfoin
wailts a chalk subseil. ARJF

1) How sincerely [ apologice for having omitted this deseription
of the secona best breed of Enghsh sheep ' A R, 5. .



