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THE HARPER GIRLS. Perhaps it was fifteen minutes after-

Helen Harper had gotten the botter of wards, that she softly opened the door of
LIe day at ]ast Thera n Elva's room. . Elva was lier youngest
that it was very warn, and sho hadsaidso, daughter. She was neatly dressed, and
for at least a dozen times s e n was bending over a smiall work table, in-
spito its being August and very warm,n akg an "imp lan'o a loly
there were several things for Helen to do - leaf fromt a choice fohiage plant.
she was at this moment being waited. for Areound lier wero' grouped a variety o.f
with a sort of feverisli impatience, by a sick successful impressions, done on satin paper,
friend, te whon the August heats, increased and ready to be nounted, or gathered in a
as they were for lier by a wearing, nervous portfolio.
fover, were almost unbearable. She had " Child !" said lier mother, " how can
looked forward for an hour, to the coming of you work in such warm weather?" ..
"Helen Harper in lier dress of white, looking "O, inamma ! it is such pretty work;
cool and fresh.. And when the afternoon wheni I get really interested I forget how
dragged its slow length along and Helen warn it is."
did net come,- the poor fevered girl, who "But this is the warmest afternoon we
had expected that she would bring a flower, have had ; and what little air there is, isi
and perhaps a book, and read to lier, cried on the other side of the iouse."
outriglit.

It was no't that Helen had
forgotten. Twice in the
course of the hour in which
she had lounged about the
piazzas looking for cooliiess, . Or
ber mother had said, first:
'"I thought .you were to
go and sit, with Alice
Wood this afternoonî ;" and
then, ''Helen, I am afraid Off
poor Alice will be greatly
disappointed ; it mnust be
very warm for lier, too."
And Helen had answered,
" I was, but itis too warm {
to think of going out, yet a
while, at least. The only fil
reasonable thing ene couldf
do on such an afternoon as
bis, would b te have a row
down the shady side of the
river ; and that I can't have,
.because we have no boat. I
think it's too nean for any-
thing." And a little later,
"O dear, iamna ! I really
can't go now; it will not
iako Alice any cooler to
have nie there." And heri
imiother hîad siglied, and
made no answer.

At last, as I tell you,
Helen lad-conposed herself
in the hammock .and was
really having a good time.
She drcamed that she.wont
to sec Alico Wood, and took
her a cool-looking rose, and,
a juicy orange, and fanined
lier, and read soie lov.ly
bits fron the latest magazine
to lier. These pleasanît and
in sei1fi sIh .ininistrations
wreathied lier face in sucli
quiet beauty, that lier mo-
ther, passing the hainnnoclc
soon1 after, said to heirself,

"How pretty Helen looks
when she is. asleep. Poor
chîil, I do hopo the luxuries
with whicli our love sur-
rouinds her, are not siuiply
imlaking lier selfishr."

Meantiie the older sister,
Laura, vas h aving almot as
miserable a time over the
weather as Helen. She hrad
gotten as far in lier after-
nioon toilet as to dress lier
back liair becomingly, then B
tie a bit of gauze around thet
front frizzes, as she told
thon it was ''too hot to
touch thei P" I just can't
get dressed," she said lan-0
guidly ; "there is no use in
trying. Net a breath of.air
stirrmng, -go where I îmy.
As if anybody in the world
could bo expected to-go to a
nissionary meeting on an August after- ".I suppose se ; I didn't mean to workd
noon 1" And sho took lier fan, and long; but sonie of the leaves aire just in
dropped a limp*heap into one of te easy perfection now, and I vanted to catch0
chairs in heriroomu, and closed hlir eyes and them. Besides, you knowv, nîext Thursdaya
groanîed. IL was there lier inother found will bc Alico Wood's birthiday ; and I didu
lier, ialf an hour later. She had cemn te want te got this collection ready for lier,
remind hr that it was time for the mis- and let her have so iuch of the summer.,
sionmary imeeting, and that the ladies would But I have nearly finishedfor to-day. Can
depend cri her for mxusic. But sho closed I do anything for you, mnamina 1"
bhe ddor again, quietly. No.use to renind "Not for me," said Mrs. Harper, smil-t
a sleeping girl, with no dress ut ail n lier, ing, ."but p)erhaps you cin for yourself.a
that it was quite tinio to stirt for mission- Don't you want a row down the river to
ary meeting. "Thley illi have to do witli- cool yo? Weston Moore lias called ta say
out lier," the nothersaid with a sigh ; "I there is roo in his party for one more,
wonder hvly itis thatîny girls are so wilted and they are goiing to picnic on the island."d
with warmi weather ? They are as well as " Oh ihiow lovely," and Elva sprang ups
other girls ; and I didn't use te feel se." so suddenly us te ainost overturn the littlet

work table. "But, mamna, how does it A WORD FOR ALL.
happen that the good fortune fuls to me? B Y GEO. i. DE KAY.
Whero is Helen i lIt was Sunday evening in one of our

Asleep mn the hmmock, only partly large Western ciies. The meeting was
dressed, and Weston is in haste. over, and the happy, sniling faces of the

:"Oh i whata pity. She waslonging for young people, as theysgatliered er and
a row down the river, oly this mornmg. there io the lecture-rom, showed how
But where 18 Laura 1" mrig ~ h etr-om ee oBuAhee is Lara rom .. nuch they had enjoyed ib. AAnd well they

Asleep in hierroom, not dressed atall." might; it had been a goodi meeting, and
Elva laughed. "What sleepy heads !" they vere aun carnest set cf 'young· people,

she said. . "I hiaven't thought of suchi a endeavoring to inale theirprayer-meetings
thing as beig sIeepy. - Wll, Im sorry for pleasant places: for al
them, but delighted to go. Will you have But Frank White rose from his seat in
Marie put up a luiich-for aie, manuna "' the rear -of the room, feeling dissatisfied

"Elva has absorbed th'e energy that be- and uniipleasant . H I as a young. man,
longs to all threce," Mi's. Harper explained .and almost; a strangerii the city. Years
to lier husband that èvening, as she vas before, in'his-Eastern home, ho had con-
accounting for the child's absence. "She fessed Christ; and taken a stand among his
is just as bright as a -bird all these warm people'- but, in one way and .anotlier, ho

haidcg'own cold and fallen
ay, *and now -for nearly
teii yers lie had never pub-
licly confessed his Master.

He had ieen attracted to
.these young people's ineet-

-.. ings, and felt his heart
†warmed as he listened te
the testimonies of one after
another. But this was his
third Sunday evening thore,
and -no one had -welcomed
him. I He was lonely in the
great city, and felt the need
of friends, yet, with the
feeling se common te all
amîong strangers, lie sirank
from making any advances.

In the past few weeks lie
had been liesitating between
two ways. The still siall
voice called binm back to the
botter way, but his tenmpta-
tions were many, and te-
niglht lie was nearly won to
theni. The friendly greet-
ings lie heard among the
others seemed but te in-
crease.his lonoliness, and ir-
ritated himi, and with a bit-
ter.-feeling in his heart lies t started to leave the church,
forever, lie told hiiimself.

Next Sunday he would
join the other boys in
the, •shop, v-whoý had so
cordially invited -him to
shiare thoir f un at the sea-
shore. H e had nearly
reached the door when a
cheerful "Good evening!"
checked him, and lie turned
to see from whom the greet-
ing came. It vas Mary
Travis, whol hîad noticed the
stranger, and, findiig lier-
self near hiimx, felt impelled
te speak. Extending lier
hand, she added pleasantly,
"Isee yon are a stranger.
I noticed you hiera last Sun-
day evening, and am glad
to see you hiere agaiii. Wo
would like to have you join
us; l'i sure you will like
us after you get a little ac-
quainted." And thon, half
afraid she hîad beei teo for-

vard, she turned and left
S hrinm. But the little act was

iot lost. The kindly smile,
the- warm handshako, and
the Christian greeting had
idriven out thebitter feeliig.
"I will come again,
thought Frank, as lie de-
scended the stops. And hue
did.

Soon his voice was heard
in testimony, and cre long
hie became an active memîrber

days, and is busy from morning till niglht of the society andil an earniest worker among
doing sonething for somebody, while the the mission schools. No one knew, for
others cin do nothing but lounge around, mionthà, ith battle w hichi had been decided
and think how warm thoy are. I don't by thos fo lirnd words, and Mary Travis
understand it" .' nover imagined the work she hard donc -for

"I do," said the father, as ie unfolded the Master that nighît.
the evening paper. " The ohebir two are I i: a work ive all can do. Lot us be
up until inidniiglit half the niighlts in the "Iion the looli-out" for the strangers among
week, and Elva goes to bed at nine o'clockt; us ; speak te bthem, God wil as surely
that accounts for two thirds of it, and you bless the "W 1cone, brother," us ho will
accounted for the other third. Tiey think our piayers, if it be given for his sake.-
of thomselves, and she thinks of others." GoldenRide.

Are my Blossoms acquainted with the
Harper girls? Having now been intro-
duced, keelp your eyes wide open, and be "so smile oc friend and foc,
sure to recognize thera whien you meet Tiaut t.hey vho hiating came
them.-Painsy y Coiig go."


