
189.Thte Rdigioits Faculty.

Either these religious ideas must have a substantiai realization
-that is, there must be something to correspond to these heav-
ingt and sweilingr tides of the human soul, or else buman nature
is, throughout, a stupendous and disastrous faisehioodl, ail exist-
ences are phantasms, and to the four winds should be fiung
every form of modern philosophyv."

Are -we prepared to adlopt the truc but melancholy conclusion
embodied in the closingY words of the stateinent just quoted ? I
think not; the mind shrinks from believing that its highbest
operation, strcehingt tbrough ail grenerations, is a lie, and that
what has proved to be the mightiesb force on ezrth. is based
upon deceptions which have prolonged theinselves to this very
boum. Authorities in the scientilic wvorld teach emnphaeiceifly

ithat there is -"no vice in the nature and constitution of things,"
and that Nature has no " haif hinges," and alvays keeps ber
word. Is it true, then, that man, in the "hbigher zones of
thougbht,» in the " uplands of the spirit," bas been pursuing
ghosts, which have no actual existence, except in his own imagci-nation and fevemish and troubled dmeams'?

Reasoning from the whole structure and conditions of the
natural world around us, wbere the law and principle of adap-

tation prevail throughout, its vast domains, w e may certainly
infer that man, in ail the grreat necessities of bis being, is no

Jexception to the universal correspondences wbicb obtain in al
the lower orders of existence, by which he is surrounded.

The environments ail througli the various grades and classifi-
cations of nature are adapted to ineet the requirexuents of those
Organisms whicb those regrions contain, and there is miarvellous
liarmony in this respect, wherever we rnay look. "So far as
human observation extends, we know induetively that there
are no exceptions to the law% that evervy constitutional instinct
lias its correlate to match it. Wbemever we finid a wingr we
find air to match it; a fin, water to match it; an eye, liglit to,
match it; an car, sound to match it, and so througrh ail the
mymiads of known cases!' (Josephi Cook). A.nd not only do

we find this universal adaptation to the organic instincts of the
animal creation, but up to a certain stage in the nature of man
the samne principle of correspondence is found and the same
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