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drawn to the fact that' the Order-in-Council passed at
Ottawa, Nov. 2nd, 1894, entitled, ** Re drawbacks on
imported goods used in Canadian manufactured articles,
and-exported,” still rémains; despite the protests and
explanations of numerous Canadian manufacturers, who
are. debarred from doing business with the western
agricultural implement makers on account of this order.
The order in question, as i$ well known, was. passed
with a view.of encouraging the exportation of agricul-
tural implements to foreign markets, and provided for
a rebate of duty on the material used in machines so
exported. It was so framed, however, that. the. effect
has been to compel the Canadian agricultural imple-
ment makers to purchase foreign material :before they
can avail themselves of the drawback. The result has
been considerable loss of trade to. manufacturers of
Canadian pig iron. To-be consistent with. their-policy
of encouraging the native industry, the Government at.
Ottawa, whether it be Liberal or Conservative, must so
frame the order in question as to .leave the agricultural
implement maker free, if he so chooses, to use:Canadian
material, So much for the present Government's con-
sistency,

On the other hand, the leaders of the Liberal party

evidently do not appreciate the iron trade as they:

should, and.do not understand it in a broad sense, and
have shown this by.the repeated attacks that the leaders,
notably the Hon. Wilfrid Laurier, have made upon
the pig iron industry of Canada. In several of his
speeches, Mr. Laurier has stated that the -Canadian

iron furnacemen -enjoy a protection, aside from the
bounty (which all admit was granted. for the speclal~

.purpose of defraying the work of development.in mines,
forests- and at the furnaces), equivalent to an adva-
lorem duty of from 40 to 60 per cent. To- prove .his
argument, e takes.the selling price of southern Ameri-
can coke iron (the very lowest-and poorest quality made
in the Umted States) .at $6 per ton at -the-furnaces,
and to this he .adds a freight of §4 per ton, so.asto
arrive at what he-terms the-tax on the Toronto buyer.
This is wholly incorrect, inasmuch as the lowest price
at which southern iron can be bought to.day is, say,
$10.25 per gross ton, and the freight to Toronto from
Tennessee or Alabama .is ‘$4.60, making the cost, in

bond, at Toronto,. $x4, 85, upon which a.specific dutyof.
$4 per net ton. would .be equivalent to an ad valurem
duty of less than 30 per cent.; but Mr Laurier

enurely overlooks the fact that there is iron and.

iron, and that to arrive at a fair average of the
duty he will have to take into account-the fact that
Canadian founders use not ohly northern coke iron;
but also higher priced southern coke iron, ‘as ‘well as
Scotch: coke and Ametican charcoal pig iron. Ifour

politicians, before making such statements, would,

simply refer to the official statistics on record at Otta-
wa, say for the fiscal year endmg :30th june, 18953, they
would find. that:the importations of- pig-iron. for:the last-
fiscal year.were 33,944 net tons, of which the invoice
value was $370,574 Figured out at a price per stand:
ard ton of 2,240 1bs., this.means-a value at-the. furnace
of $12.13, to which-add an- average freight rate of $4- per
‘ton to any poimnt in Canada, i.¢., from the furnace -in
Scotland -or the Ubited States to point of destination,
and it brings the average cost-per ton to $16.13. The

specxﬁc duty on'this dt'$4.per net ton is equivalent to.

‘an ad val..protection of just about.273 pér cent, .As a.
matter-of “fact, thé present.figures, taking into account
the high class charcoaliron used'in this country, aswell

Jegislators:

as the lower grades of southern coke, will aggregate
fully. $18 per ton, which would mean a protection
equivalent to 25 pér cent.ad valorem on.the average
freight, etc., for delivery at.any point in Canada. .
SPECIFIC 'AS AGAINST-AD VALOREM DUTY,

As far as pig iron is- concerned, .a specific duty- is
the only fair and. sensible basis. In the first place, itiis
the simplest to apply, and does'away with possibility.of
fraud. It would simply be impossible for-an appfatser,
expert or not,to -determine whether a pig iron was
worth $12 per t n or $25, so that thcre would, ag far.as.
high-grade iron is concetned, be a.widé opening for '
entering.at fraudulent ﬁgures, if an ad valorem ‘duty *
wes applied.. Then, again, an ad valorém duty would
mean a tendency to'lower the -grade. of iron imported,
and therefore the class of work produced in.this country.

In the case of food clothes, etc., the argument
against specific: dutids, thabthe poor man suffers, as-he
-pays an equal. tak on 'his necessity to that pcid by the-
‘millionaire on hxs luxury, may hold, but this.does -riot
apply to iron, where the quality.of pig.iton to-be used
is determined not by the ‘class- of ‘peoplé the. ﬁmshed
article is-to- be' sold to, but by the.purposes to which. it
is.inténded-to- apply it,-and a- costlier iron, for example,

_goes into the poor man’s stove than into the rich.man’s

furnace. The h:ghest and most expensive grades of

‘iron are used. for the. producnon of ‘articles on which'

human life depends, such, for-example, as. railway-car
wheéls, structural work for bndges, bmldmgs, etc. Any
one will recognize thatut is'in.-the -interest- of all:that
the ‘best. metal should’ be used -and’ nothmg done - go
operate towards brmgmg mto usé poor- matetlal

‘ENCOURAGEMENT OF.-GUEBEC LEGISLATURE..
It is wotthy.of special: niote that.the’ Leglslaturwof

‘the Provinée of Quebec évidénced, during:t the last séss

K
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suon, a- desire: to encourage the:ifod. mdustry in- th:s pros . i

vince by.passing the Hon. E. ] Flynn s - Assembly :bill,;

No: 215, entitled; *:An-Aét respecting.- colomzanon of
certain. -paris- of thxs provmce, and: for: promottng ‘the -
mining industry; therein, 7 By\thstct the:Canada’ Iton

Furnace Co., Ltd:;are- -created .a. colomzatlon 'so..xety, '

and. 3o.ooo -acres: ofwood lands are set. asideor.reserved:
for the purposes of colomzatxon ‘by:the: employés of: the.
company.. The industry.-is. thus . protécted’ against
speculators- in-wood- lands, and assured of a constant
supply of fuel; The Actiis-an: emmently Wise one;. and, -
great credit is dye to the Howi, Mr: Flyin, Comiiis-
sioner of” Crown rLands. for this:fresh.evidence-of; good-
will: towards- the ‘ining; industry” of-the- -province,. It .

-vnll be,Well for ‘the. Provincial ‘Goverpment: fo - -grant

similar privileges to- -any-f {umace c¢ompany: sta:tmgwork

inthe;Province .of: Quebec, for-while the.Act.dogstiot-

go as, “far in encouragement as: that of the Ontano
Leglslature, it shows. good will: on*the part: of: our-Jocal:
It w1ll be.ivell for the: .people «of “Canada:
generally togive this whole -question of the development
of theiron-industry more careful. thought. considération.
and. sympathy..

‘We have:wars:and-rumors of wats these days. Is.
it:not well to feel that we are sélf-sustaining in this
m_uch.a_bused iton trade ?

JoserH Douaus. late of. Douglu Bros Toronto. isabout to
begia business ori his own account at'z11 Wemngton street, Onawa.
He will. uuuertake all kmds of. rooﬁng—-slate s astal; felt or grave!—-

»manufacmre galvanlzed ivon caraices, sky" lights. metalhc ceflings,
'ornamental metal work and: the, like,:in- all of - which ‘he. has-hed’
.much pmucsl expeérience,
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