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The following are tho Inspectors for the yoar ending 31st Jan.
uary, 1880 :—

lDixaltx'ict No. 1.—The Superintendent of Education for Protestant
schools,

Diatrict No. 2.—Rev. W, Halstead, Portage La Prairio.

District No. 3.—Rev. W. R. Ross, Campbellvilto.

District No. 4.—W. Hespoler, Esq., Winnipeg.

There was a very successful meoting of the Selkirk County
Tenchora’ Association on Saturday, 6th July, at which Mrs.
Chisholm, Miss Afleck, . Browne, M.A., and uthers read papers.
The mecting instructed the Managomont Committee to arrango for
a conversaziono to be held during examination woek.

The public schouls of the Province have just concluded tho first
term of the school year, and examinations have taken place in con-
nection w.th a large number of thom. The Winnipeg daily papers
have given a g..d deal of space to the report uf the examination o
the city achools. They aro boing conducted in a vory eflicient
manner, and there has boen during the past term a marked increase
in the attondance. The distribution of prizes touk place on Friday,
11th July, and the attendance of prominent citizens and their in-
terest in the proceedings were very gratifying to the teachers and
friends of education.

The following apecial prizes were prcsented :—

Free Press Prize, 830 cash, for highest general proficiency ; won
by Miss Estelle \Roiﬂin, of the Fifth Class.

Gold Medal, presented by the Times, for highest average in pro-
ICnlotion examinations ; won by Master Jacob Doupe, of the Fourth

ass,

Prize (Chambers’ Encyclopedia of English Literature) for the
best essay on ‘“What we owe to books,” presented by Messra,
gfarsons & Richardson ; awarded to Diss Edith Belch, of the Iifth

ass.

Prize for regular attondance (toilet set), to girls of the Fourth
Class only; presented by Mr. james Stewart awarded to Miss
Eliza Ellis, of the Feurth Class.

Nine prizes (handsome books) for good conduct, presented by
the Inspector of city schools, Rev. J. I", German, M.A. ; presented
to: lst, Ashael Adams, 20d, Bella Merritt, both of the &th class,
Central School ; 3rd, Maria Killoch, 4th class, Central S hool ; 4th,
Jessie McIntyre, 3rd class (girls) Central School ; Gth, Arthur
Chapman, 3rd class (boys), Central School ; 6th, Maggie McLaren,
2nd class (girls), Central School ; 7Tth, Harry Parr, 2nd class (boys),
Central School ; 8th, Wm. Archibald, North Ward School ; 9th,
Annie Spence, South Ward School.

The promotions were made upon the same papers as those from
which the prizes were awarded, the pupils requiring 60 per cent. of
marks to pass.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

The schocl districts now number 45, and contain 51 Public
Schools and one High ichool The pupils enrolled during the
year were 2,198, and the aversge daily attendznce 1,395.5. The
cost for each pupil on total attendance has been $22.02, and that
for each on average attendance $34.69. The total amount ex-
pended in eduecation during the year has been $48,411.14. The
total cost of education is borac by the general exchequer. The
lately appointed Chief Superintendent of Education, C. C. Mec-
Kenzie, Esq., suggests, in his official report, the devising of & plan
by which at least some portion of the cost might be borne by the
several electeral and school districts directly benefitted. He aays,
¢¢ Under the present mode of support, besides the want of self-
reliance thereby encouraged, a carclessness in taking advantage of
the opportunities conferred is easily observable on scanning the
percentages of non attendance snd irregularity. The school cost-
ing the parent little or nothing, is undervalued and consequently
neglected.”

The inepection of the schools is not so thorough as it should be
to insure efficiency, but the.character of the country must bear the
blame for this, except in the cases of sections in the centres of
civilization. The examination of candidates for admission to the
High School is now the ouly really comparative test of greater ov
less efficiency as between school and school, and also the only test
by which it can in any way be predicted of a school whether it 34
efficiont or not,

Two examinations of candidates for certificates to teach wero
held simultaneously at New Westminster and Victoria, and of the
25 who presented themselves all obtained cerlificates, namely:
Two a First Class Grade A ; thres a First Class Grade B ; one a

f 1 $78,000.

Second Class Grade A ; soven o Second Class Grade B ; eloven a
Third Class Grade A, and one a Third Class Grade B, Ono of
these, cducated in the Public and High Schoul of this city, ob-
tained the third place on the list in order of merit, proving him-
solf not unworthy to compete with teachers of large experience in
this and other Provinces, and thus shuwing that, so far at least as
education is concerned, this Provinco 1s able to educate its own
teachers, provided advantage is talon of the moeans ready to that
end. Thero are now 58 teachers employed in the Department, of
whum six have been ontirely educutc& in the Public Schools of the
Province. Their salarvies average $61.12 per month, and run «8
follows ;—one at $125, threo at 81600, two at ninety, one at 880,
one 75, six at 870, 1 at $65, twonty at 860, three at 855, seventcen
at 8§60, unv at 845, two at $20. The tutal valae of schuul property
in the Province, iucluding sites, buildings, furniture, &ec., is
Thoe High Schuul of Victoria is managed by two teach-
ors, and has an average attendance of over 50. The avorage at-
tendance at the Pablic Schouls of the city uf Victouria is uver 600.

[ e —————— S m——— -~ ta——— =

Readings wnd Becitntions.

“TOO RICH TO AFFORD IT.”

I don't want to go to school any moro, father.”

Mr Palmer raived his eyos in surprise to tho faco of his first-born, a
1ad of about fifteen,

Ana a bright intelligent face it was, though it wac a little clonded now
by a feoling of dubiousness as to how his words would be taken.

‘ Why don’t you want to go to school any more ?"

¢ Well, sir, I'n tired of studying, and—I don't see any uso in it.”

** Think you know enough, that you don’t need to learn auy more "

Tho boy coloured a little at that quizzical look and tono.

I know as much as George Lyman does, and he left school three
months ago. Ho says that he ain’t going away to school when his
father has got plenty of money."” .

Mr. Palmer turned upon his ton's face a look of grave surprise,

** Did George Lyman say that, Walter ? His father is a poorer man
than I thought him.”

“ You are richer thun Mr. Lyman is, ain't you father ?* asked the
boy eagerly. .

“T hoped I was, but that remains to be seen.”

% Mr. Lyman is rich, too, father; every ono says that he is.”

*¢ That remaijns to be seen also. 8o you have quite made up your
mind that you do not want to go to school any more, my son ?”

¢ Yes, sir,”

* You needn't then.”

¢ Oh, thank you, father {” cried Walter, his.faco brightening.

* Wait a minute,” said Mr. Palmor, as the boy caught nup his hat pro-
paratory to making a dive through the open door. ¢ Come back, I have
something more o say to you. You have nothing to thank me for—
except, perhaps, my good intentions. Considering it as the best gift I
could bestow, it was my inteation to give yon a thorough education.
But thereis a homely and trne saying : * One man can lend a horse to
water, but ten cannot make him drink.' So, though I have by no
means changed my opinion as to the value of an education, I consent to
your leaving school, because, if you feel as you say you do, it will be
ouly time and money thrown away., But I want you to understand
clearly one thing : that if you do not go to school you will have to go to
work. I can't afford to have you idle,”

Walter's countenance underwent a very percoptible change,

“Do you mean that I must go out at day’s work like Dan Baker and
Sam Blake?”

* I mean that yon must have some steady employment, some tzade or
business which will give you just so many hours’ work as surely as the
sun riges.”

*“Why, father, George Lyman and Will Broomley don't have to work;
and they say thoy don't mean to, either. George told mo that he heard
his father say that youn were the richest man in the county.” :

“T might bo tho richest man in two counties, and yet not be rick
enough to afford to havo my boy idle.”

Afr. Palmer smiled as he saw Walter’s puzzled lcok.

‘* This is a hard thing for you to understand, my son, and I might
talk to you from this time until sunset and not make it any more clear
to you. To.morrow is Saturday, and you know I always take you some.
whero that day. This time it shall bo to Plainfield, where an old school-
mate of mine is living., A visit to him ana the place where he lives will
serve botter to explain my meaning than anything I can say.”

The noxt morning Walter and his father started out bright and early,
in tho open phaeton, drawn by a pair of well-matched mettiesome bays,
which bore them swiftly along the smooth, hard rond.

Plainfield was fifteen miles distaut, and the way thither through such
8 ‘beautiful conuntry was so entirely new to Walter that he forgot all




