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Sryrey, (Spergula- Arvensis), might e
profitably cultivated in Briush America.—
QOno light plouglung 1s sufficient, and as tae
grain -is very small, it is but very lightly
covered. About eight pounds of sced to the
acre will be sufficient. It growth is sa ra-
pid. that in about five or six weeks, 1t ac-
quires its full hesght, wlich seldom exceeds
fiftcen to eighteon inches, The crop is ge-
nerally a- light one, but as it will grow on
poor and sandy sols, 1t may be a profitable
€rop, as it is of rapud growth, and would sup-
ply, at tnfling cost, a considerable quantity
of food for milch cows in tie latter end of
the summer and harvest, when grass ofien
becomes scarce. It will remain good until
the frost sets ;. Jt'13 somctuncs made into

hay; but from the watery nature of the
plant, it dries in considerabiy, and is, there- |-
fore, more advantageously consumed as
green food.  Spurry may be sown any ume
imJune, or even the first week of July.—
Early sowing, Lowever, is best.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE DISEASED STATE OF
Ryz, (cazien) Encor, axp THE co.\'sx:-:
QUENCES TO WHICH IT GIVES RISE AS FOOD. !

Fat the Rotish Amesican Cultivator.

Ar. Epitor,

Rys 1s the prevailing arinind
the greater past of the norhern temperate
aone, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and en!
the shores of the Balue sea, the norih off
Gerinany, and part of Siberia. n these!
countries it furmishies an agracable kiad of ¢
flour, which i1s made mio brevd. The dis-t
trbution ot s famiiy 15 ne Aeternuned s
merely by chimate, but depanss much on|
the civilization, tratiic, and mdustry of the!
people ; while on the one hand it extends?
from the frozen region of Kawnsk:t:a on the!
other, (t 1s cu.tivated ynder the hursinge sun |

of an Indian chime, and from the low damp ¢

#hores of the Genman ocean, to the soarng ¢
sumuts of the South Ainerican moantams,
where one specres (rice) 1s culuvated i suf- !
ficient quantiics o supply the numerous |
hordes o! mhabrants ; and, indeed 1t mav|
be said to furish support to the greatest
number of the human race.

Rye is subject to a diseasc, in which the
pickle is changed inte a Jong black sub-l
stance resembling a spur, hence the nawme
spurred rye. It has been known to attack}
several plants of this order,—as wiicat, oats.
and barley. A difinrence of omnion exisis
28 10 its causc.  Same suppose the disease
is produced by unauc mossture combined
with warmb, and the spur 1s sunplfs a dis-
eased pracess from the jwces of the plaut.
Decandolle mantains 1t o be a Scleratium
clavus, or the growth of a fungus, which
vegetates in place of the gorm on others:
and it appears from the observation of Ficld,
in America—where it 13 very numerous,—
that the glumes are punctured by a species
of butter-fly, from winch pancture the juice
€adlce and gradualiv becomes a spur.

Xeid, who published a treause on the Er-
g0t in 1774, embraced nearly the same
views, a8 likgwise Fontana, .Tillet, and

o'hers, who say they have found the ov:
and lanva of the issect ia the spur. Tield,
whe having observed flies puacturing th
ulumes of the rye, during its uulhy state, by
puncturing them with a needle; amt found
in both cases the juice exuded, and the pe-
duncle ealituted in four duys o little blach
positty & hch gradually Lecatie o spur,

An elaborate research wos made Ly the
Abbie Tesser in 1777, deputed Ly the Ruyval
Medial Society of Pars, frum e results
of hus aavestigatom it appears to depead
wpon essture, by daip Jownlandz, or fogs,
lc wbserved, thie diseased rye was more pre.
walent an the datsd pact of o fell, o d prin.
cipally 1z lands that wére not Loy calaat.
cd, being formerly worest. Jt does Lot ap-
pear to prupagate by coutunion; and to sub-
stantiate ting, Hertury o0 1824, made sume
exporitnents o thet efiedt, which 2ptears
conclusne, although Tuntana has alicged
to the contran.

The spur i~ about one inch 1a lengih, of
a dull wlatush grray tnt, covered by a volet
Blachieh bk, Las on acul taste, and a pe:
culiar swel) . ats speafic gravay s general.
Iy Lghter than vaier, tough and fleabic
when mast, brichle when dry.  Itanparts
s propertees 10 wale T aud to alchwhol—
Bread bided from spurred ne, Lecemes
mois'y and crachs aud crunbles aiter beang
tahea from the oven.

Ys analisis consasts of gun, osinaziac,

salts of suda, and ammona, tenle, colouring
e un, a tuch and slghith aerd vl @ thck
reddish flaad, caspi rewmatic oduar, nauscous
taste. comsposed nwore espeaially of resin,
colowriy matter, aud extracuve.
Iis actam upon san when tuken as feod
Zives rist 10 teo decases, one of wluch ap.
pears anac ne siage of the othier ; the first
1= descnbed by Taule, astoccurred i the
rorth of Gerway o 1770, I cursmenced
with dimncss of #ight, griddincss, loss of sen-
sibsliey, followed by dreadiul cramps and
convulswis of the whole body, excessive
tirst, great paaas an the luabs and chest
small palse, taa generaliy proved faal m
4 1o 43 hours , a0 ier tunes scatiered ab-
scesses aud eraplions tooh place, accompa.
med Ly dropsy, Jousencss and convulsous.
The ides tenus cawed the creep.ng sick-
ness, has sowa atsulo an Saatzenand, Ger-
many, Irance, Sacdea, aad Deunsarh, and
et torimdabiue distempers Lave appeared
m 1397, 1799, 1716, and indeed since the
commencement of e present century. It
camn on vath general weasness, a techay
3z thuah sastuls wiie teeping eved tue
body ; w1 a fow dass the eatremiises Le-
cuue coldy wluie, sufly and svo msenslle,
that deep ancisstons were not feli; afier-
wards lever. neadache, fingers, toes, anmne,
and Jegs shourh up and dropped off at the
Juials, and nature becanie eabausied.  Fre-
quently i came on with conracuon of the
iimbs, weakness of the mnd, and mertfica-
2ion in the limbs,

Dogs and cuts gencraliy vemit it 2rd es-
cape uahburl, GUL swng, Mes,  ECCSC,
duchs, funls, sparruns, as weli ws Jeeches
and flies are killed by st 2 the sympicms be-
ing mddiness, didated puml and palsy, fol-
fowed by looseness, gathermgs, morufica-
tions, and e toes frequently drop fit

Yours, &¢,
C. 8MALLWOOD, M. D. .
7. MarTiN, L. C,,
March 24:h, 1842,
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To the Idtar of The Brlileh Americas Coliivatur

Siz,

In the second number of The Cullira-
tor, I observe an aruicle under the head of
»Cure tor Scratches in Horses,” in which
you recommend that the part affected be,

l

Trst washed with “goapsuds,” and after
Semg thoroughly dried, have 2 miture of
*ulite lead and ol applied to it. With-
mt questwniag the: eiliciency or utility of
hat applicatiuny wlich J have nat had the
apportuinty of testing, I would tahe the b
berly of subnutting to your notee, and
rotzh the mediwne of yeur very useful pas
pe= tothat of le public, the trial of one
which § Lave used fur that disesse m ny
horse, rot less than three times walun the
cpace of the Jast three years, and mn each
case with success. It coussts 3 the ap-
plication, to the disewsed part of tar cam-
bired with a Litle tallew or axenge.  The
tallow being dissolved in the tar renders it
more easy of applicauion. My usual mede
of prepanng ity s to put about two gills of
tarintu a Lo vessel, o set 1t on live conls,
or the eothiag stane, and to add about the
cize of a huchory Lot of tallow ; afier the i~
aredients are thoroughly dissolved and cem-
Lined 1 tahe « off; and after allowng ta cool
to sucliadegree of temperature as not to
hurrs Topply it to the sffccted pary, after re-
movang the hair. 1 Lave lmanably found
ore appl catem to he quite sufiicient, and
alumys eflctive : and aw fiemly persuaded
that ot wall it £l ina saigle westance, of
properly apphied.  The idea of using itin
e cron of seratches in horses was suggest.
cd tomy anud, by uhserving ats wonderful
el ¢'s uuavary singalar case of seurvy on
the Latun tad,.  The case to which I re~
frry cecurred iy Norith Briia. Tho entire
surface of the Ludy of the paticnt was covs
cred with the lilisome discace, to sucha
dngree o o present the appearance of, 2«
primys and to thireaten the eatinctivn of Lfe,
After rece'sing the best medical advise that
could be jrozured, and using vatous medis
cines, 10 ne good ur useful purpose, the one
vhich I have just deseribed was adiised,
and had tecourse to; which in a short time.
cficcted a complete cure: and by removing
ke disease, restered the patient at once to
health and beauty as afercume.  1inay also
stars, that a siamlar apphicat:on of the same

e
i
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remedy to ti:e human bedy, vnder the szme

diseasq, although vot xo entire, nor so inve-

terate, was made n tins neighbourhood not

maty years ag0, and wahequally happy and

beueduial resalts.  In such cases ttic apphi-

cation slouid e made orly to a part of the

Ledy at une tgne, 1 erder to prevent any

bad consequences that gt otkerwise en-

sue from uadue irritaticin.

These facts 1 consiger to Le of much fin-
ToTIANEG, Lot unly tu fatiiers, or the pubhic
at large. but ais0 1o the inedical professions,
whe may be called npon for advice in cases.
sunilar to those last speafied. Itis with
this comviction that 1 caibrace the opportu-
rity, which you =0 gencrously ofler an your
Mantl'y Periodical to make them hunowng,
and alihough not a farmer myself, vet as 1
wish well to the comfort and prospenty «1
farmers—as cvery man in Canada ought to
do—1T v.ould thus show tny desire, as a stis
muins 10 otiers, 1o contrbute my “mite”
to the generzl fund of uscful and en’ertai -
ing knowledge which 3e British Awmneric
Cultiveter contams, and 1s so cimmnently ¢ -~
ted to communiente.

Esquesing. 9th March, 12

®.® We exirzer the fureguing from a comma-
Loation signed A Subscnber,” and wosld re.
commceind it to the notice of our readers. We
would have heen happy 0 have had-itin cur
power to have placed the author's signature ad
the fvot of lus coinmumication, bang sausfied
that it wouid Lkave had duublc the cfiect upon ne
pubilic niad.  Qur vicws have beea so frequen Iy
expressed upon tie pracuce of publishing aneny-
mous articles op agnculiure, and it sisier arnts,
thatwe bnpe tane such will have occasion to be
dissatisfied, or charge us with negleet, if their
communicationy do not appezs in ousr'columas. -




