
On t.he 6th December, 1678, a ten ton craft sail 'ec into thue
river with sixteen persons, the chief ones beiung the Sieur de la Mo.*ib-
and the Franciscan Father Hennepin, the historian if the party.
This was the advance party followed on the :2Oth of Jauuary
1679, by LaSalle ivith a larger vessel bringing rigging, and
provisions intending to, build a vessel above the Falls to, saii the
great lskes beyond. His 'vessel wvas ivrec.ked Liwo leagues from, the
mouth of the river, the anchors and cables were saved. The story of
howy timbers, anchors, cannon were taken up the -mountain. (the ridge
at Lewiston is calied. Three MvountainS) oi hoiv the vessel ivas buit
at Cayuga Creek opposite Chippsw-ia to the a,,>toiiistmint of tlie
Indians wlio called it the big canoe, of how it enally sailed to lake
Michigan, ivas loaded «%with furs and started on its raturn journey and
was neyer beard of mire we need not tel].

There is much dispute as tu %ybere thne £irst. building, a
palisaded habitation iwas erected, nt the mouth of the river or nt
Lewiston, later investigation calling for helief .in the lattici. In
December, 1678, the grouiid ivas so irozen that boiling wvater had to
tre used for thie post lioles. so says Honnepin the historiani, but lie
also tells us that; the height of the Falls %vas 500 feet and the roar
could be heard flfty miles off.

Teux yeure after in 1688, a fortress was buit on the site o!
Fort Niagara to resist 4he Seniecas, a garrison of one hundred mien
IlcEt to defend it, but froin lack of food, beirug closely baeagueredl by
thei savages, na fibli, firewood or deer, the provisions on hand being
foui as Parkînan says the fort ivas first. prison, next a hospital theu a
charnal house, till iii April only ton or t.welve meni were left and
these were rescued by a large party of friendly Mianiis, tili a French
force arrived for its relief. The English governur Dongan ait New
York -vas protesting against its existence aLs being on English terri-
tory azîd against existing treaties and indeed iii a letter frouîî Mon-
treal, Denonville -ives a promiise to ivithdaw the garrison. A minute
account is given of the buildigs at the tinie of its abandonime-at.
Un the lSth September, 1688, iii the forenoon, Sieur Deshergeres
.Captain of on3 of the companies of the detachmnent of Mlarines and
Commandant of F~ort Niagara, having assenibled ail the officers. the
Rev. Father MNillet of the Society o! J esus, Missionary, read to themn
the orders from the Marquis de Denonville, governor. dated Gth July,
to deinolishi the fortification of the said fort, with the exception of
the cabins -and quarters found standing. A curious memorandum of
the qua rters leit standing gives interesting, pa ticulnrs. Firstly-ile
leave ini the centre of thet square a large frarne4 wooden cross,
eighteen feet in hieighit on the arms of wh-*cb are inscribedi in large


