ply. th entﬁ'}s Province. . from, th.,.

oMy, Tisdall; T would. like to ask What
.does the honorable gentleman ;a,f
jfor his coT_ AR
< Mr. Willlams: L, Just take a saw ..
-feut my fuel.out of a block of wood, apg
if the honorable gentleman would 4,
- {the same thing. especially in the sun
B | mer, Ne wauld Ne better, for the exerc..
in many ways.” '(Laughter). He
continued to criticize the. motion i, ,
/{characteristically Socialistic vein. H
‘jdeclared  that the HousSe had taken .
question up at the wrong end as g,
The member for Comox ‘was quite rigi
when he pointed out that it was o ,
hat,  nearly . eightiuse to attack one commodity, while
Were engaged in the|same exhorbitant prices were st}
r in British Col-{levied on other commodities. He dia
blame the coal dedler for getting
that|{much as he could for his coal, and
whole |S0me of the gentlemen' corisidereq 3- -
too much for a ton of coal, what .
they think of the prices some of :

they

an investig
ot This

. was
fficulties experienced s : 1 : 5 g Tnited " C 1 ro supp. :t?; rc:snslﬁtr?::
.Columbia ' coal con- | g5 n of get Haying fdfted | : ' i e b ke e :
sumer—from which, however, no relief ‘in " obt W : S Bt

4 Y, e o
‘Consideration of the

'the iBritish C

- the ‘appropriate measures:to oDt-
~'ed in investigating the causes cperut-

! would mean
practically one-tenth of the
population of’ the province  was de-

S sty

_,frovincial ‘government to aproint. a

‘ing :ito produce present icoil pricas,
furnished the te: ‘of an exc:ptionaly
Interesting debate in the lsgisixture
Friday, 'the  result of . which was the

had come. The resolutions tha he notw |-
Trought, before the house w

adoption of a resolution irging the

reyal commission 'to make jaguiry into
coal mining and marketing generally.

In past \years, notably in_ &{Jéi_;}& andf

1909 resolutios’ touching

matter haveé. been ‘adopted by e
house, the desired investigation being:
However asked of the Federal B Gél‘z}t--,1
ment which hag as yet shoviine ‘dis-’
position to move in the maiter.

In permitting the resolution of yes-
terday to pass, Preniier MeBride
pointed out that constititicncily re-
sponsibility in this' matisr unques-
ionzbly rested with the Domiivicn gov-
erament. The oro/incial govern-
went in transmitting the present re-
£oittro to Ottawa . would emphasize
the extréeme desirability of such ac-
tior, as had been asked; and if on
this third application no action such
as desired by the people of the pro-
vineé were ‘forthcoming the govern-
ment would consider what other steps

| first public body ‘to direct atténtion''to
| the apparently excessive cost of coal to
j the cc

Jjustification for again directfng the at-

Bed

that it Wwould now fa

to 1

largely. upon  the representations and | goveinment of British Cold

resolutions of various public bodies
chiefly in Vancouver. The hospital
board of that city had, indeed, been the| g

{ip. this province of qucl_g,
ductive 'areas, ‘the ||

LRI

stitution during a |ernment was the .

=

t Ditawa. .

the work which should,‘ 8
ing, have been done tx:om
_Andther: reaso which p
self was this: During cons
g;is _question in 1908 ‘the

rope

having amounted { which appeals should be

to $16419 and the hospital's annual de- | @
ficit being charged chiefly to the ex-
cessive cost of heating the institution.
Resolutions had also been adopted en-
dorsing the subject matter of this mo-

the. board of trade, the Ratepayers’ As-
sociation, and various.ward organiZa-
tions. ' This would in itself be sufficient

tention of the house to the-conditions
in connection ‘with the sale of coal toly
the ‘consumer obtaining’at the present.
time in the province, and more parti- | .

lutién in a
ly dffecting the

ress.

ljoirlnce;pf Britfsh ‘Colu

P df Cémm

instirance

Yet last year a com
teen appointed to inquire
erations ‘of Tire
dcing: business in ‘this province.
surely if it was competent for the pro-
tion -by the city couneil-of: Vancouven, wincial-government- to, appoint. a, com-.
mission to investigate fire insurance
matiéfs " Was eqnany ‘cortipetent to
také action as suggested in this reso-
atter 8o much more direct-
& otkuhdbic o

1
&

uc««ﬁm

cularly 4n° Vancouver city and vicinity.
But in addition to these resdlutions;
he had been handed also telegrams re-

; b i
In thebes ent 8ffaicommigsion beifig
‘appointed as desired, the member for
Varcouver -thotight that #ts investiga-
tions should not only cover the price

ang. “allowing . 6 o difference
fuel value, this would be equivalent
to $4.50 for Alaska coal.” ¢
The New. South’ Wales coal fields
would probably, continue, to be. com-.
Detffors in the west coast American
markets; some  of these fields ' lay
close t6 tidewater and it had been es-
timated that their coal can be de-
livered on ghipboar'd*rc:\_r'_sl.n' a ton,
+Only Through Own ‘Agents

of ‘the near .Provineial collieries. de-
clined to sell to anyone exeept through
their own protected agents was an-
other matter which invited attention.

| i0g past vears and had been. opposed.

| merely’ another. ~#lustration of the

+{ ously " opposed

The circumstance- that the eperators:

3 Brewster also expressed him- '
self as favoring ;the resolution, while
semi-apologetically - explaiiing ~ that
An his present positton he felt. con-
straine to offer certain criticisms as
to (the ‘manmner in which it came 'be-
fore ' the ihouse. . . Similar 'resolutions
had ‘been offered -in . the ! house dur-
By the goverhment and its supborters.

e present resolution was therefore

government, as not unusually, follow-
ing. aut ‘enunciated Liberal policy. in
the public interest—and just about
twWo. yenrs behind = the ' proéssion,
When the former meémber for' Delta
had moved: a resolution almost par-
allel with that before the ‘house, the
tifth’ member. for YVancouvre bad in-
troduced’ ‘af’ -amendment “taking '‘the
matter Out of the hands of the Pro-
vincidl government, and hda vigor-"
)posed . the ' very resolution
‘which he'himselt ‘was now’ presenting .
to’ the house.  However, it was ‘a
'good: thing' to see that the ‘member
*for Vancouver ‘had found the light,
and he would support the resolution—
consistently. with his past course. In

pendent on this industry for a lve-
lihood; so that the House should ' be
very, careful.how they dealt: with it.
Coal was not the only commodity for
which a high price was charged, and
he did niot see why it was singled out
for'attack. It was true that some five
years ago an increase had been made
in ‘the price of coal, but at the same
time ‘the wages of the men were in-
creéabed ‘about ten per cent, ‘and that
was the  reason for the price in-
crease.’ ‘When compared with other
lines of ‘busdiness he did not think it
could be said that ‘the coal dealer was
‘makihg an undue profit, and ¥ the
Aealer reduced "his prices he would
put it up to'the mine owner to do the
same, ,and‘"thej mine owner to square
‘himself would have to cut down the
wages of the men. That was the
point - that 'interested him as repre-
senting ‘a doal mining constituency.

Where would the miner come out if

"his, wages were reduced 10 per cent.,
and the” other commodities of life
were not reduced in equal proportion?
To. his mind the resolution was one-
sided, If the House was to investi-

were asking for a ton of town lot
was just as much a commodity as
other. He held that the only soliy
Of these problems was for the peopi. .
take hold of all the industries in
country and operate them for their ..
benefit.

“Mr. Manson (Skeena), was onl
pleased to support the motion. In Princa
Rupert from $10.50 to $11 a ton was
paid for coal delivered. It was clain
that this was due to the high
charged by transportation compani,
and for: wharfage. He did not &y
whether this: was so, but the o
should certainly have some light i .,
der to determine whether the charg:
were or were not too  high.

Not To Fix Prices

Dr. McGuire,”in closing the deby:.
said that the member for Nanaimo |
as usual set up a straw man in orge
to knock him down. The motion v«
not intended to fix prices as he had
stated. It simply asked for an inve<
gation. For his own part he would
want to see 'the price of coal red;
if it-would lower the wages paid to t
men. He objected to the attitude of t

0 the steamboat
@ to the ministe
¥ certificate, wh

ertaking must
twelve months aft

8 the company

of

its share ca

1 'constructlon,

completed

je8.. - The

i
ever; extend

with

ministe;
the ‘time fo

for either the main line o
if/Bood cause be shown.

A S,

ceived by the member: for:Richmond
from hoth the city, and the municipal~
-ity of ‘North Vancouver; and he be-
lieved that the member for Richmond
as well as his colleagues .from Van-
couver, Messrs, Tisdall and Watson,
wculd. be heard.from bgfere the close.
of the debate as recruits to the cause
which he was endeavoring to champion.
The telegram from the municipality of
North Vancouver read as follows:
“North Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 30th,
I91L 2 G L
“Hon. F. L. Carter-Cotton,
“Legislative Building,
“Victoria;: B. C.

He had personal knowledge of one | comimon’. ‘with  ail citizens of 'British
barticular éase where ‘a gentleman ‘in Columbig,” he' thought “that the’ time
Vancouv_e'z- requiring 'a’ QUam_!t_y‘q‘f»Ql}e ‘h_aji come when the people Sould know
hundred’ tons of coal went for it to'the | the ffue IMWwarlinéss of ‘the Sltuation
‘rin;lxixe,- where ‘he' was® willing ¥ talge 'bzzwmcﬁ*combiﬁ-lnt"'wés-'madé.‘ :
euvery. . The operators, however, res > = bidas e oo o nu 8 RS
fused to sell, ‘and 4t' 'was not unfil he M?r :_;:::::::::::;:: O:?;::s;]sxy
< '] O s

g::tg;dth;h:on‘ﬁtio;ver i 1ﬂtty land unqualifiedly opposed the reso- {IMess did at the present time.
by 5k Tm;»::hg :&1 fé&r:c‘tﬁd lution. ‘It amused him, he said, to |the capital invested in the coal busi-
stances might ‘be-taken as:indicative | Ne8r the “squeal” going up from, the |ness at present and put it into any
that a very serious -monoepoly existed | SMall business community of British {other line and he  believed that a

. i i th greater net profit could be made than

in our own: midst.: i3 s asid Lo Columbla when it happened that >

An . Toronto s few. yeans: ago ..m‘ls;‘opéi'fttuif\f)p of thp;’_;e_xls;tipgp{?“_ical_ and {in the coal . mine business. A com-
pt\cmns,wer? excited that'a combina. | €eonomiec’ system hurt thg:r’;ndlxld— plaint was raised that coal could
tion. had Been:  formea: among ‘the | U8l Interests.” At"the same time he|only be bought through certain agents

at which: coal was sold to- the British
Columbia consumer, and the sugges-
tion of a combine existing among the
ceal operators and dealers, but it might
gc further, with advantage and investi-
gate conditions generally with respect
1o the coal mining industry. He had
been told that despite the extra-haz-
ardous nature of his Aavocation and its
many disadvantages, the miner's wage
was low; he had himself seen the time
sheet of one experienced miner . for
‘eleven day’s work, and he had noticed
that the wage provided Tor amounted
to ‘only about $1.50.per day, while . he
had been told that the average wage

mw.ght be adopted with a view to ar-
ousing public opinion by investiga-
tion " and  publication of the facts
toucking the subject of admitted
grievancé—although in the ultimate
cutcome any wction to be taken must
€manate with Ottawa, as being in
conirol of the national trade and com-
merce. -

"'he resolution” introduced by Dr.
McGuire was cordially supporteﬂ by
Messrs. Carter-Cotton, Watson, Tis-
daii, Brewster and William Manson;
wii'e opposition was led by Mr.-Haw-
thorr.thwaite, who came out unquali-
fiegly in support of non-interference

gtae the price of coal, it should also!two gentlemen (Mr. Hawthornthwa
investigaﬁe the ‘manufacture of sugar|and Mr. Williams) - who sat on (1.
or lumber or the price of boots and|Speaker's left, since they seemed
clothing.  He ventured to say that if|claim that they were the sole reposiior
it did so, thére w'o_xud be very few of|of virtue and of wisdom in that Hous:
these ' Iines that ‘would not show a|He did not doubt that they were sin.
greater net profit than the coal bus-[Cere, but they ought-at least to gi.
: ¥ Take |other members of the. House soms
credit for equal sincerity in their ..
sire to serve the public so far as ¢
light of their limited intelligences
would allow. For two years this matim
had. been referred to Ottawa withoy
result. His understanding of the resoly-
tion before the House was that if i
carried, the government of British (o

R

¢an be granted only by §
parliament.

‘“Pheére are a number g
with: regard to the inte
ment of companies and ¢
fons for the protection o
and’ the public, such as
dends are to be declared
tal. "‘As soon as 25 per ce
ita) 18 subscribed and 10
up, the minister will ed
Board of Directors and al
pany to organize and pro

with the coal mining operators, Messrs
Wiiliams and M. Manson also dissent-
ing from the apparently general feel-
ing of the house.

“District Council, North Vancouver,
desire to draw .the attention of the
government to the injustice that the
district and city of, North Vancouver

of the miner in the coast mihes of this
proyince, did not exceed $60 per month,
‘He f}could not see why .g)eqpl,e working

pPlumbers, averse to ,the public inter-
egt. s The Attorney. General of-On-
tario on that Qccasion had, taken the
matter up, with tgsresult: that isome

thought it invidious to select the high'
price ‘of one  specific commodity as.
pointing to the necessity of reformed
conditions. - He wondeéred how' mahy

but it was not uncommon in any
(other 'business that a commodity
should only be sold in that way. It
was no more ,than the British Col-

lumbia should put the matter up
Ottawa again, and then if they failed (.
take action, the local government sho

after the company will
supervision of the ministe

#& number of
the company

other clauses

's rights of

appoint a royal commission to give pui-

under such conditions as must prevail licity to the facts

in coal mining, should not be well paid
for their work, and the conditions under
which they labored improved to the
fullest extreme.

‘oIt was unpecessary fors him  to -go

and the giving of runni
other lines, cattle guard
and telephones, the furnis
flc factlities ‘and the prevd
due diserimination, all (
minister is promised to
fully when the ‘bill ‘is f{
There is, finally; & clause
express, 'telegraph and tel
under "the control of the n

The Attorney General in
expressed his opinion that
of the best railway acts evd
in any assembly. Advanta
taken of the experience of {
and care had been 'taken
the whole question-of railw

«tion.and control within t
ners of this one bill. Tk
was that the railways inj

Jumbia would be simply

under the control of thef

Railways, subject to thd

Governor-in-Council. Eve

been done to make the
perfect as possible,

Mr. Carter-Cotton Ap
. Carter-Cotton said t
glve his hearty support tg
cause, as all knew, it
which he had himself bee
Buccessive governments

Of ‘those responsible,.fon the mombine} other ‘high price Injustices therd were
bad _ peen nu'hi,#llﬁm.by‘ fines,: whils | In existence which; fot touching the
others, if he was rightly adyiged; hagq | People " ‘who' now: ‘thadé’‘complaint,
béen sent to prison, . Ig it not the At. | Were allowed :té pass: without ‘com-
torney General’s '.duty  here, he ' in.|ment or .objection. -Dun'‘and Brad-
quired, to0 see that, these people con. | Streets * had ' recently “investigated’
trolling the coal supply are not sim- | thoreughly, jamd found that the cost: Lt
:)lfgrza%ofé?it?::gcgggugg::aﬁm%pﬂce ?:t:h;;:::m;;gaiﬁe?e;;s?;:T; ggdn:: force, since it came entirely under the| The motion car?ed'let‘:;\x; aissent.

Wi e ereby. oc# ot Sty ! oo BTN : J Hon. Mr. Ros troduc v message
cgsion_ing Jauch _distNES, ;nd al\s‘bx'li!‘e’-"ceht' f;fh,mz why ;eIect coal for ins Bsigldo,fb:r?gfeer:::\t(?r‘?}ll?egsr’nlnzzgg a bicl.ln conrveyings t: the city of Vancou-
venting . the: locatiom in ‘British YCo- | vestigation, .and _pay .no .attention -to |

L rer ver certain lands for park purposes, the

: : L lumbia..of many;important mdustries? | 81l the others?  ©, . . L. : b land in question being known as blocks
icdaigence of .the house in order to{Chase their fuel from .eolliery on the |tention to' the” vast extent 'of British Mr. Cotton Supports Motion, He was glad to see that the fifth An.Impartial Inquiry “A” and “B” in Kitsilano. The bill was
m ake a7 gotailed ‘and” specific ex'plag-. sam(esl;a)sls ai;g‘f-{sff:(g ‘;‘2"};‘;\;};3 city: C(Jll;xm‘l;ia,’sa..ceztil\ :’i‘ei““msf]*’b“im tge-t " Mr. Carter-Cotton: - supported e ;?Iember\‘ﬁfqu:. V%nig‘,}v,e’?-z-’?.&d iraised | Mr. C. B Tisdall“satd’ that it ‘haq/|Siven first reading.
ton enial of  charges made 4 . , veloped and potential, as showing tha ¥ p e A e qguestion ‘of .ayverage miner's -, G B sdz ]
:gui’nstl?ﬁmd‘by el i Ogliver R “Clerk Distriet Council.” there -ghould. be no.reason why, “with Ziii?&géilxznze:g?g .h?f ‘con\stlm.' }Vagf%.'&é'thé:’re'app’égréd_"tg be a very |not been ‘his ifiténtion to tike any The Railway Measurs
recent. address, and by, the Hon. Wil- From the city of North Vancouver these vast resources at command, We | juntiog cof. ek czyd‘;; the - the| Attorney-General Bowser moved the
liam’ Templeman and' the Times news- fthere was also a‘telegram; signed by |in this Province -should" be charged strongly and ‘that e sn hE;:Sd"mry ¢ Omox [néoond ‘reading .of Wi (B awapectin:
peyer. In this explapation Mr. Jar- [ the city clerk, Thomas Shepherd, and | what appeared:to be a very excessive ] . DS 8 be

generdl miscoriception throughaut the |Dart in the débate, dnd but for
province on'this subject, many peo- |remarks of the member for
taken in erder that:th ¢ seat. He|railways. In doing so he pointﬂed‘:k
dine proposes ‘to -introduce . various'| addressed on Tuesday last'to the mem- | Price for coal, Not alone did th:e high» e’ﬁabled o abtas et e]y mlght jbe were' 'in r‘e_sceiptv of “enormously high | recognized - that that' gentleman 'had|that the ‘measure 18’ hads rIncin
dorumentary. exhibits supporting his! ber for Richmond, almost identical in | Price of coal opérate as a hardship to N 2 8upply: of coal-at

ple believing "that the ‘coal miners [he should have kept his
a_reasonable price. N s who hag | WOEeS.  As a ‘mattet of fact the miner {in his constiutency a large number of | there being nowhere ' in Cax,x,adu ae sl

statements of fact. Ineluded.in yes- | tenor and effect; while the secretary of |the fuel users of' the “Province, ‘buti - Beun g tguohb ltl(z} one. who had | .o a-general thing would ‘Mot average |miners who earned their living by fany “free trade in railways,” that s
tevaay’s routine: . TRe bill of the|thé Central Conservative Assoctation of |Many important ° industries * weré “tions in_‘North ‘\;'wom‘,a’ct"'“‘lc‘md” $3.00"a day, and as d rule not more |digging coal, and there was certainly [say any system of granting charters
Grouse Mountain -Sceni¢ Incline, Rail- ) Richmond, in a letter bedring date of | through  the -same . éanse undoubtedly preciate: theis éCu{:‘.zse ﬂ‘~,h09“ dh ap- thaxi"<'$61f'_'m?ntm?v' as Vl?l}'."McGuilre o desire on ‘the part of the support- |néw railway. companies W“hm}tlr -
way Co. was- duly reported from. the|the 20th nitimo, said: .. . . * |debarred from coming in. These in- ers having Virtuall n,»ss,_b_ q:::— 0]d-, had’ s&id.~ ‘The p¥ice of ' the commod- fers of the motion to hit at or reduce|necessity of coming to ths ‘eg_‘s“?“
private bills railway committee; and| . “We in North: Vancouver are suffer.|dUstries could not: be +successfully ShR Heads' of ‘faiiill(i’é;t,au ig for fuel, b jey nag mothing: whatever 'to do with |the wages of these “men. All they|for special enactment. Not only wo .
the Public Service Act amendment bill | ing acutely in this matfer, and at the | OPerated, With the price charged for being ' seen drawin 'h‘orx:{p 5%(:0“‘0“ the. wage pald,;and ‘the fifth member |asked was an impartial investigation, |the Dbill apply to all Sempanies to I
and .the bills respecting Strathcona | present time are unable to obtain an | fuel coal, “in competition: gt A0y 8 sacks of ‘coal on’ ]Ifi] }iaeﬁ‘d' -Ip&i)u_m} for Vancouver, who had recently de- | and “they lioped that as d' réesuly’ of | USreafler. Jnoargoratod; but also . Mr
Fark were given third reading. ounce of coal. The mines refuse to |(FiC!S more fayorably situatéd: in’ res- to maintain a sﬂmb‘laic oF i gh;, Yoted some . Stidy Lo, eCOMImMIC, ques- | yidh Ihniiry - the mien would recive | Companies at present existing in conn

Maves Raselhiion sell direct to the two firms here in xliYeCt to economy of fuel supply: --In, 1 ¥ Nomes: | Aty :t ‘th:tarmt tions, “should "be well aware of this. higher wages than they had before, tionitv;'lﬂ’tlo s‘:xc?ss:;ztte;: ::ndsinir_ji;‘

Upon the opening of the House yes- North Vancouver, with. the consequence 111(:3”}0161};::’50g;ngas;rsthxevo?:l’?ise:otttiarg? price charged these residents of He read statistics showing that the|CaPital stock i ;

E that they are dependent upon the Van- & e

terday a first report from the com-

are subjected to in matter of their coal
5 “warliamort was | SUPPly, as the colliery owrers refuse to
?:‘ \mg\?:geeglfn%:eigeéc:a ::“:mg of | SuPPly coal to any reputable dealer in
the  new railway law uf t:» piovince | the district, but force them to purchase,
by Attorney-General Bow ., who was | through coal | dealers . in Vancouver,
follawed and strong v suprcted- by |frOm whom at present: time.no regular Intq any exfended refershige to the im-
Mr. Cotton.: The .debate on this mo- | SUPPly is ‘obtainable. ‘We  ‘would, mensity of the coal resources of Brit-
ticn stands, to he resumed today by | therefore, humbly urge that.8uch steps |ygp *Columbia.© The Premiier had en-
the member for Newcastle. ; be taken“ as would remove Fhls uhjust itered very. fully and-very elbquently

It-is ~also ‘expected ‘that-today ‘Mr, | Festriction of “tradeé 'an® #ffow mer: dntg this matter’ “in his- speech _on
Jardine of Esquimalt will seek the | chants of this city and district to pur- Wednesday. He merely directed at-

umbia Sugar Refinery and other in-
stitutions of the kind were in the “I am going to.stay with it,” he con-
habit of dolng., He had no special ob- |cluded, “and if some action is not taken
Jection, to. any fair investigation, but at some future time I am going to
the House should move very careful- divide the House on this matter, and
ly :in this, as it was not a matter|see whether there is a remedy forth-
for the Provincial Goverrment to en- coming. or not.”. (Applausge). ...

The other specijal faatures of the

the -What if coal did sell for $7.50 a ton?
That did not. affeet «thé quesdtion of
the jminer’s Wwage.. .The owner .of a

of branches, passenger and freight ta

North Vancouver for the ~eoal was iffs and forms of bills of lading. Def

. Ry . average cost of coal at the pit-mouth
couver firms, who hold up the North point a, local distributing agent, and

mittee ‘on railways was presented by
M: Tisdall, the chairman, taking the
usual course; and immediately there-
after Dr. McGuire (Vancouver) mov-
ed, with Mr. McKay as seconder, his
resolution with respect to coal sup-
ply and prices to the British Columbia
consumer, Mr: Speaker. interposing no
objection. This resolution, ov very

way.

should be broken.”

Vancouver firms in every. conceivable
This is a matter which might
well claim your attention, as we in
North Vancouver feel that there is un-
doubtedly a ‘coal ring,’ and.that this

the only way which..the s people of
North Vancouver could get fuel at all
was by favor of the.Vancouver deal-

$1 per ton—"and in all conscience the
people of Vancouver were already pay-
ing quite eénough when they paid $7.50

ers and on payment of an- additjonal |

Hospital Board’s Resolution
The. ariginal resolutionadopted at a

per ton' for their coal™ '

about. $1.00 more on‘the ton than.coal
was  selling for in. -Vancouver City,.
Jjust .across the. harbor. -

And again; it was impossible, even
at that exaggerated: price, for them to
obtain sufficient supplies. ,As . the
fifth member for: Vapcouver. had said,
they were absolutely. dependent in

gold mine in the Yukon, .took = out,
Wwith the aid. of labor, a quantity of
8old. Gold - was  worth very much
more than $7.50 a ton, yet the value
of a ton of gold did not in any way
affect the wage that the worker on
a Klondike claim would receive. It
was’ the 14w of * Supply and demand

in the United Kingdom was $2,22: in
Germany, $2.57; in France $3,23: in
Belgium, $3.30; in the United States,
$1.44; in Canada, $2.54; the House
therefore could not be surprised that
the, members for Vancouver and the
member for Richmond ‘should’ con-
sider $7.50 a ton an exceedingly high

itions have been inserted of such wor
“toll” or ‘rates” and “working expen:
ture’” so as to allow the minister

have an ‘effective supervision over
handling eof the funds of railway c«
panies. These definitions have I«
derived from the experience and the

cisions of the board of railway comn

Years—that
Practice of

seclire a charter

should
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by those who

80. He agreed with the

eral that this. bill

was a

this regard. upon the, good. will of,.the

draftsmen, because withi
Vancouver City oal dealers  as to

was .embodied a scheme

price. 'In the prospectus of thé Duns-
muir Coal Company, igsued last year

. Prices  Elsewhers _

that'regulated ‘wages. =
~In a. memoranda. respecting reci-

C i RO sioners.
The member 'for “Nanaimo ‘had lis-

especial interest to the communities | Mmeeting of the hospital board 6f Vari-

of the Lower Mainland read as fol-
‘ows: !

“Whereas it would appear that the
cost of coal to the cumsumer in the
province of British Columbi&'is out of
all proportion to the cost of produc-
tion;-and '

“Whereas, owing. to the abundance
of the coal deposits in this _province
and the proximity of the sources of ]
supply to the market, the cost.of coal
to the consumer in British Columbia
shculd .be much -less than.at present
A the case; and :

“Whereas the excessive price of
coal in British Columbia 'has the ef-
fect of retarding and preventing the
establishment in this province of in-
dustries depending upon a fuel supply

couver ‘'on the 16th Dec¢ember last, and

lic bodies read:

bay, amounting for the

coal question.”

subsequently endorsed by
council, board of-trade, and other pub-

“Whereas, this board recognizes that
the price of coal in -this city is ex-
‘horbitant; and.whereas this board feels
that the price the hospital has had to

months to $16,492,° has*beén  the chief’
cause of our monthly deficit; .
whereas this board wishes to place it-
self on record as stating that ‘with the:
immense coal deposits at our door,” the
price of coal in this city is an outrage
On a long suffering . public, therefore,
be it resolved that the provincial gov-
ernment be requested to investigate the

~Brocity in coal recently issued, a let-
ter was found addressed to.the Hon.
W.. 8. Fielding, Canadian Minister of
Finance, by the Nova Scotia Fuel and
Coal Company, Limited, the president
of which company mentioned that dur-
ing a recent visit paid by the com-
pany’s sales-agent to the New Eng-
land market he had seen Pennslyvania
coal sold in_ Boston at $2.70 per ton,
free alongside. The eompany was
also told that the best grade of Nova
Scotia coal ‘could not bé “sold in the
New. England market except at a re-
duction of from 30 to 50 eents per
ton from the-price of American coak
The price of the best West™ Virginia
coal at the mines was Stated by the
Acadia Coal Company, Limited, ‘to

whether they got any flueu at all.
He thought that besides the ques-
tion of price, if the . desired ecommis-
sion was appointed it should investi-
gate thoroughly, with a view to de-
vising a better means of distribution
of the coal. At present there seemed
to be no proper and adequate agen-
cies of distribution; it appédred fo’
him * that a distribution depot should
be established -at' North Vancouver
and ‘that there should be some assur-
ance that North Vatcouver had an
adequate - supply ‘of “coal assured in
future. .- He could not predict the re-
Sult of the adoption of this resolu-
tion—he could not say“if such a com-
mittee as desired -wopld ‘be. appointed
—but he intended to'support the res-

tened ° with ‘‘congiderable interest to
the ‘woeful tale” of . the hohorable
membper “for‘ Richmond; he had sel-
‘dom hedrd anything ' more pathetic
than the honorable member's story of
the people of North Vancouver on the
verge of starvation ‘in consequence’ of
the coal famine. ''Despité that dread
recital, ‘however, he did not think the
people of !'North: Vancouver were
much’ worse situated than’ the peo-
ple elséwheré in' British Columbia. It
was simply a case of the member for
the district- awakening at last to his
responsibilities —as répresentative  of
his -constituents ‘and their .interests.
Mr, Hawthornthwaite proceeded with
facetious badinage directed toward
the member for Richmond, whom he

in’ London, it was stated that the av-
erage profit was $1. per ton, “but
with an increased output it might be-
come $1.50 per ton.” That certainly
seemed to be a large profit. He sug-
gested that it might be a good thing
if the Province would take a leaf ‘out
of the book of:  Australia and New
Zealand, and reserve a large area of
its coal lands for public use.

; Premier’'s Statement

The Premier announced  that there
was no objection to the resolution un-
der discussion. It was quite true that
a year ago the member for Vancouver
in whose name the resolution stood
had submitted a similar motion to

The bill gives wide powers to
minister of railways, but he is ¢
trolled by the fact that he must
everything by certificates which do
become effective until approved by
Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council. Sul
to this control, the minister will !
power to. enforce the fair wage clz
on railways, and in case of dispute
decision will be final. This arrangemn-
Mr. Bowser considered to be a de
improvement upon the  Lemieux
which had not been found very effc
in its actual workings.

In connection with contracts
ing traffic it will be the duty
minister to see that mno unfair
tions are inserted in bills of ladiic
the detriment of the public interest.
railway will not be allowed to
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olution, and he hoped that ‘the house
would pass it and “thHe Tovernment
adopt such measures ‘as’ would obvi-
ate the possible recurrence of such
conditions with respect to coal sup-
ply as had prevailea during the past
few months in North' Vancouver.
_“Mr. ‘Watson Heard. =~
Mr. Watson said e feason 'tha
people of Vancouver had, for believing
that there should be &n investigation
into matters affecting the sale and
brice of coal, was found in the fact .
that coal is a commodity that comes Purely Quixotic,
out of the ground and is a necessity Continuing, the member . for Na-
of modern. life—the same- as -water. | naimo entitled” the present movement
' The people felt, too, that. the: present ; a purely ‘Quixotic’ one. The mentbers
‘excessive price could omly be staken ! for Vancouver—first, second, third,
as ‘indicative. of the .existence - of - a | fourth "and fifth—would ‘In’ the end
combine; while the aétion of the deal-.| find themsgelves no better off in their

the legislature for its consideration.
No substantial progress was made at
that time. The position taken by the
Government then as now was that
the subject was clearly within the
jurisdiction of the government at Ot-
tawa.

and

“Whereas -much of . the product of
the coal mines of the province is being
exported to foreign markets and sold
at a price that enables it to compete
with coal from other countries in such:
foreign markets; and

“Whereas a belief exists that: there
is an understanding between the per-
sons  or. corporations c'oncrglllng or
owning such coal mines to maintain
the high prices now ‘being ctharged
to consumers in this province:

‘Therefore, be it resolved that an
humble address be presented to His
Honor the Lieutenant-Giovernor by
this house, praying him to consider
the advisability of appointing a royal

The board has added a rider ‘to its|Dave run from 96 -cents to,$1.11 per
resolution that in case the provincial|ton during the PR fve. yedin. - Bun
government should disclaim jurisdic- ! ?f :Ile ’3":‘34\0‘& chz!adcoal was sold
t;:m, the matter should be referred to | f:o 01;3 s_a (:n asfg'; : Iotts basish'?t
the Dominion government. HURAD O Ee, St 2on,. yhille
T]he inl;iuence of ‘the high price of f::ng’s;‘;i?;aa?n;g;%cneczor::;;:‘l;zigﬁ;
coal on the cost of gas in Vancouver gL
s o biey touchen. upon by D, (ese prces with what e’ Becpl o
cGuire, who mentioned that at a g %
meeting of the Vancouver eity council, ::::; b;?ﬁ:;roﬁiecogi}“:r;::d :‘fds: i:
at which this matter was discussed, | .. ;-
Mr. Glover, in charge of the gas works ;fi‘y e:;ii;:t tl;::tv::;n ;;t;ﬁnhg;sw::b:?:é;
‘Eana,tgement, Spleshed: et - the to say what this was; that would be
ansfer of the works to a site’ close ‘to for the commission, if appointed. to
deep water would make- the company | 5 scertain 3 i g i . %
independent of the Vancouver island | . a r'ecent bulletin of the United
coal supply, which at present -had a States Geological Survey it was men-
monopoly of the business.: It would | ¢;

tioned that the t of ot
commission to inquire into the follow- | then be possible to secure fuel cheaper Bering River coalco;(,ufd ;:;’:,?bgly 722
from Britain and Australia than it now

ing questions: [

“l. Whether or. not.a combine or Could be shipped in for from the island zzz?dlngrtel?;ew::lﬁn?ti; olflexl?il:mwshgzl:
understanding exists amoung the coal { mines. As much as $5 a ton was now | averages ‘about $1.90 per ton u,lclusive
producers, or any, of them; of this| being paid for gas coal,” which a few | of labor, supplies and all fixed charges.
provinee to establish and maintain | Vears ago could be purchased:at $1.50.” | fye was informed ‘that the cost of
prices charged for coal? 3 Dr. McGuire thought that these Te- tmining. a ton of coal in British Co-

2. Whether or not coal “is belng | solutions and -telegrams In themselves lumbia—similarly inclusive of laber,
sold by producers, or any of them, for | amply Justified any tréapp's,a_,.upo'n the | supplies and: fixed charges—would not
consumption outside British Columbia |time of the house in the consideration | exceeq $2 per ton; and he was advised
for a less price than t of this resolution: As:to his own pos- [that the Vancouver: ISland -collieries
sumption in 't ition, the former ‘member for Delta in |wers at present making a clear profit

the legislature had intimated ¢ Lof from $1 to $1.50 per ton; ‘which' was
Of course excesSsive ‘im . pri “to
iR I.-‘Al: L

described as “the Carrie *Nation - of
the _Conservgtlve. party,” Dpeing re-
minded by Mr. Speaker that his per-
sonalities . were transgressing the
boundaries . of - parliamentary  eti-
quette, iy e

“Very well, Mr. Speaker,” .said Mr.
Hawthornthwaite at once. “I will
proceed no further. And I can assu
the member. for Richmond that I did
not intend ‘to be very offensive in my
remarks -with respect to him.”

while . he agreed that the
Rallways should have ve
€rs, yet he thought there
tain cases to be an appd
Minister to the Licutenant
Counefl: That would be
est of -all persons concery
o dbubt ‘that the adoptior
iey by  the = government
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raflway construction throu
Columbia.'” The practice h
lowed had been based upo
Plan where conditions we
differenit ‘that no compari

a lot of clauses on the back of a !

of lading to which a man might pa)

attention, but by which he would fi:
himself stopped, if he afterwards car
to claim damages. Under this bill t
railway will not be able to contrac
itself out of liability by inserting one
ous terms. There has always been

doubt as. to whether the English Ra
way and Canal Traffic Act of 1854 =

“Now so far as the constitutional
aspect is concerned the position has
not changed since that time,” said
Hon. Mr. McBride, “and the ‘State- Inow enforced here, so the governme:

ment of the member for Nanaimo that |has settled the matter by practicall
We are entirely powerlesd to move in fadopting this English act, as well as !

the matter 1s absolutely true. I know|inserting the provisions as to liabilit

of no ‘authority that will engble us|of & common carrier found in the Can-
In ‘any way to control the - situation |adian Shipping Act, Made with the conditions

concerning ‘which 'so much bitter com= Charter and Building. 3 I8 province. . As a maftty
plaint has been heard here this after il Wreiius. af'. obtelning a rallwa ¢ 0¥ Who had studied the

noon. - The founders of our constitu- chibtar 50 BeMian.. Colimbla and of ,:m S¥Avinead that the SYE
ors In Vancouver in refusing to fill | tilting -at windmilis than others who | 1100 “Wisely . SOk T MGNE i e Mtk (4. the: Province ‘l:e:mhth'cm‘?m-ma o head
Aol orders except .upam . cash | had followed the same course’ before [°f Trade and Commerce should.. be the future will -be as follows: In tle o A

payments therefor, sppported the im- | them. - They would But share the fate | th® business: of the central, not of the | gy Place _five or more persons mus! g wm’mmmny tlon, -4l
Pression that such a combine existed. | of one Teddy -Roosevel:, - who haq local authorities. To illustrate - the| agree to be respensible each for, $10.00" ®r . this * legislation, an
He, as well as every man- of account, started out With & grand flourish of |POInt: If a Parliament sat in - Vie- stock, « They will then file their men: i Consuu;t‘a
held the retention of his credit‘in high | trumpets and the announced = deter-|foria tomorrow; * élothed ‘With © such| srandum of association ‘ang pay (i Bfirce. placed. )
importance, but existing = business mination to “Bust the trusts.” And.in {POWers, and “indffferent to ‘local in- fées that would be charged under tiv

conditions were such that the greater | the end he' hag: been about “busted” | terests, it “would be possible for. it toy-.Companies Act for a $1,000,000 con-
part of the bisiness of ‘tire World ‘was | by the: trusts. ‘It was absiird ‘for the{devise such laws”as'to muke the op« FPany..- These foes. will amount to $4!.
‘done: upon: credit, -and. the _exception: ‘house “to- think:that it of: the goverr.- | eration of coal mines in British-Coi- |'sg ‘incorparation thus Wil nevertheless
of the .coal trade fromr this. general | ment ‘of the \province, oF SNy eammigsumbia practically - prohibitie; > They| ve chsaper: than by a private bill, be-
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