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atalogue ‘and

,g‘ne_mber’of theb Fov,elz'gment, am for the time
at e 1 eing, responsible. ' Those are the purposes to
a deputation from ‘the Natlona.l Un- ' whicgh, un%cér our system,.be it goodpor ‘l):;d, de-
ion of Women’s Suffrage Societies, putations to ministers are usually = confified.
who attended to urge the extension’~But 1 felt when I wasasked to listen 6 the Te-
of the franchise to women, says. the . presentatives of such a very responsible organi-
l.ondon Times. Mrs. Asquith and Miss Violet zation as.yotrs, particularly in view of the past
A\squith were present at the nteryiew. . Mrs. history ofrthis ' question, that 'it would  be
Fawecett, the president 6f the union; headed the stretching the rules of official etiquette to a
deputation, the other members of whlc_h'.‘;_‘m~« pedantic ’*pOiil:tf‘if, I were to deny myself the op-
¢ TildCB(le }{?;ideé‘ancelS] Bi\lﬁolﬂ'lshﬁi}d}’ sstfacgei}l’; . portunity, an epportunity which I very much
g n ussell,  Mrs. 111 nowdaen,, . ne and anpt 1 i
\liss Bertha Mason, Miss Frarxcesp Hardcastle,. . degmekand‘ o idaaring o valr

1s8. 5 ot : L ¢ "own' Bps what are your views with regard to
\liss Frances Sterling, Mrs. Allan Bright, Missa thi ’—.p?rst"igi'lar: m:ttyer. e 842
dith Dimock, Miss I, O. Ford, Mrs: Broadley ' :

o -1 am bound to preface
B A : : : ;
Reids; Miss Strachey: Mes.. Swarwidt TMC. 2t I have to say with this, otherwise, if this
Ifalconer, Mrs. J. R. Macdonald, Mrs, F. Rich-
ardson, Miss Emily Dawies, Mr, J. P. Steven-.
son, ‘Miss Bompas, and Miss Margery Corbett.
Mrs. Fawcett, in introducing  the depuita-
von, said the National Union of Wortien’s Suf
rage Sacieties had _existed for 2 number of
vears, and -comprised 30 or 40 societies, which
cxisted for one object only—the extension of
the {franchise to women on the same terms as
men. It had been said that if their object were
achieved it would only have the effect of en-
anchising a few single women ‘of |s=nno
I'hat was an-entire misconception of ‘the facts.
I'he bill for which they agitated would not,  if
carried, exclude martied women ; ' it would not' . ?
include - merely a small group- of wonten  of Me McLaren.—I am sure'that we do not
property; it wounld be representative of a ‘very . t Bl TRAE < n C8t : .
large mass of working women. They*had made - R A i Ry fazis 4 - Gale
an analysis ‘" in - various . constituencies, Jand . : ~ . Asquith—l afd sure ydu. do not take

2 [LE Chancellor of thé Exchequer re-
ceived at the offices of the Treasury

putations from any body of organized politi-
cians on almost any ‘possible  reform which

fing: But this'is an exceptional 'case. I amy
not ‘quite sure that- I.realize -fully. . the -object
with which you have come to me, and me in
particular, today. I am sure you do not share
the view which I see is current in - some quar-
ters that‘my band of colleagues:are ardent and
-unanimous in favor of the suffrage to women
_a}}dﬂthat I am the solitary and sinister figure
who is exercising with ~disastrous results a
maleficent influence upon the fortunes of your

oy
X AR

iound that the immense majority of women that view. Therefore I haveto ask myself the

who would be affectéd would belong o the Juestion whether the observations, the . very
working classes: They based ‘their elaim on - SP8ent and admirable observations, which have
justice and expediency. Almost all legislation . Deen addressed to me today, are dddressed to
aifected women as well as men, I'n the list of i o wigan, or Ale Minister, or as both. -
measures mentiotied in'the King’s  Speech on Mrs. Fawcetti—As a le ading mgmbe? of the
\\ednesday there was hardly one which + did - Govglfnmgnt,;xuflgentxgl n i counsels, |
not affect . women closely.  In industrial legis- . Mr. Asquith—TI see.- From my " own per-
lation in particular the voice of women should Sonal point of view I may ‘tell you at once Tam
he heard, She referred to the large number of « not, and 1.do not. think T ever have been, what
female employees in the textile industries, and . is ¢alled a fanatic in' this matter. I have done
said that when it came to legislation men had ‘V{ﬂ}‘ﬁ"‘h‘? limits of my power what I could ad-
an opportunity of influencing it by their votes, ‘ministratively to help the women who are - en-
but women were entirely excluded. A great = gaged in industrial work i this country to
change had of recent years been made-in the have :,Wm!hés_ag? of seeing the law effective-
social and economic position of wonien, who+ 1y ‘aduinistered’ through the agency of ‘mem-
were now admitted to most of the learnedpro: . bersof their. own Sex. When I was at the
fessions ; and there was-today. great inconsist-

‘wete to become a precedent, I do. niot see how N
any. minjster is to guard.against receiving de- *

might be considered to be in the pelitical of-

 status of the lunatic and the criminal.
present position ' constituted a danger;. which ,

| That had been evidenc
| cent by-electious,u"

cncy between-the wide social, “edircational, and number of women' and girls in the textile and

industrial freedom of women and f] ei"i@ﬁgﬁﬁ‘ .ﬁg o (R,
ST Mrﬁﬁflﬁn%fﬁiée "tﬁﬁo 1 xc'a}bfl ,m oW1

e political ;
Theirs”

T women was itiferior to,

she theught the wisdom of stafesmen should

cndeavor to relieve. They appealed to him to.

consider their request, and to urge the Govern-
ment and his party to make: the rep resentative
system complete by 'the " enfran hisement of
womer § 4 R

union, said that; besides’ women  who worked

with their hands, a very large “numbet of wo--

men who waerked with their heads were affect-

ed. They had satisfied themselves: that. there

was an enormous change in the minds of the
clectors on the questi

in which #he subj . received * at by-elec-

tons would be ofiSéme impertance to the Gove'

CrMerE. NG S il :
Mr. Bertrand Russell said the present posi-

| o0 was 2 painful dilemma to those who, like

himself, were in 1 measure Liberals and
suffragists, amd suffragists because
they were Liberals." A& My, Asquith had him-
scli said, the'task of Liberalismr was to . com.
tlete the enfrafichisement of the people : and to
(mplete that enfranchisement they felt that it
"'as necessary. that . the  present: strong and
K!‘O\\;ing demand of women should be recog-
nized.

tlected represented an ‘eligarchy just as freely
@ did the House of Lords.- -All-ovér the coun-
'V a vast large proportion of women were
toming to the conclusion. that /they ‘ could n¢
lmger work for ‘a Governmertt which did not
Tengnizeitheir fight to vote.  Some  would
Mercly abstain, but ansincreasing fumber had
decided ‘eithér t0 devote them selves to the La-’
b party or to simply oppose. whatever Gov-

('iment was in-power. They earnestly hoped

+ female-prisoners and inmates ) A
.. Visited to a much larger extent by ladies and liberty.
" members of their ‘own sex. I have supported
. ; G cconsistently in Parliament for the last 20 years,
Miss Stetling, honorary sectetary of the i

of woman suffragé.
| by ' some of the re- . Iy
she hoped that the way

The House of Commons as at present |

( vn sex, without whose inter-

ention and supervision, I was ‘then satisfied,
andillam still more now, the Factory Aet was’
largely a dead lettér. I had the opprotunity of
introducing a similar reform
with the administration of onr prisons, where
required’ to be’

hink, every measure that has been brought

' forward to remove the disabilities and to  ex-

tend the opportunities of women in  our muni-
,cipal and Jocal government work. Therefore I
am not a case-hardened or fanatical opponent
to the claims of women, I have listened today
to argi ;g its with which, of course, I am fair-
' @Iﬁrﬁ-’;hd which "hawe been presented

with unusual precision and pefsuasiveness.

Let me say in reference to those ‘arguments
“that T will consider them—I will give them all
the weight which they must have with any
reasonable person: 1 do not say what ' the re-

< sult will be;but my best cofisideration, they

certainly shall have. But after all it is a very
.unimportant point what the state-of my con-

- victions may be at any particular moment. I

5

am sure you would not come here in ordef.to"
make a solitary convert to your canse. Your
object is to get a declaration from' some mem-
ber of the Government that the Government it-

. self is prepared in this Parliament to take the

initiative in this matter. And upon that point

- I must refer you to what was said in appropri-
rate language by my right hon. friepd and col-

league, who is himself a strong supporter  of
your.  movement,: Mr. ILloyd-George.  Mr.
Lloyd-George pointed out the other day that
.you could not expect ' a Government which

. £ame into power as ours did-—charged by the
. country with a number, an enormous number, -
_of most important and most. urgent duties—

abled t0.be looked after by .3
able e ey 2 -:‘fiﬁheassewxing, the

in connection .

Men but in the interests

Uat the Liberal party would take this ‘matter asi
"o consideration, and that the Government,
before the present Parhmi:_t”{:amg to an end,
vould introdue a il
thise ‘to. women on

They asked"it not o 1}'

asking the House of Commons to enter upon
1 and initiate a very great constitutional change,
sure for giving the fran-  which, wh tever may be said of its ‘merits or-

me ' terms ner rtainly was not prominently be-

to the by-elections. ‘I dare-
it is true, that at the by-
recently taken pla i
tly

Miss Ford (Leeds)
Vorking women'of the 't
e said, were under

"o trusted e
hent, Tf he‘ _
fuarantee h

gh I do not  pres
Cwomen)

omes ﬁ _,1 ‘ Faﬁcd ‘the mandat

. Asquith —=Eico : people do—-gne

°h atfracts'ie very mue er.) t the ial Parliament has powet
Ir.Walter Macl aren also s : ymetimes is tine . 1o effect changes

last general election.  Miss

that part of the request by saying: that

‘Government will take towards a measure in-

-forward that ' the Goverfn
take the initiative, so far'as I'know their  in-

tentions and so far as I am’capable of acting

as their spokesman, I do not: think that in this
Parliament there is any probability of their do-
ing.it. But that does not in the least degree
affect your action in the matter, !
The deputation then withdrew.
HERBERT SPENCER ON WOMAN
SUFFRAGE :

N a recent issue the London Times had
the following letter to the editor:
Sir:—In these days, ‘when so much
is heéard about “the iranchise for wo-
men,” it may interest- some - of your
: readers to know what was thought on
that subject by one whose opinions  were not
without weight—the  late Mr. Herbert 'Spen-
cer. i e : ;
Certain views he had expressed in his first
boak, “Social Statics,” had caused Mr. Spencer
to be looked upon”as being in favor of granting
the suffrage to women. Hence a request from
Mr. John Stuart Mill in 1867 that he should
join a society about to be formed to proniote.
that object. The followifig letter, which will
appear in ‘the fortheoming, volume, the “ILife
and Letters of Herbert Spencer,” is the reply
Mr. Spencer gave to Mz Mill's request.
1 «Fruly yours, .«
; e 2 DU IDTINGAN,
The Athengeum, Pall-mall, S. W, Jan. 13
; , “Yarrow, 9 August, 1867.

y.~ “Dear Mr. Mill—Yournote has reached me.

here, where I 'have been'spending a few dayy
with Prof. Masson 6n my way north. ;
< “Probably you will remember that in a letter
 Sonié stime since, written in reply to oné of
~yours, I indicated that my views had ‘under:
‘gone some modification since the timie when'
-1 wrote ‘Social Statics.” The modification goes
as far as this, that, while 1 should advocate the
extension of 'the suffrage: to' women as - an
ultimate measure, I'do ot approve of it as an
inimediate measure, or.even as a meastire fo
be shortly taken. 1 hold, as I doubt not ‘you
also hold, that political’ fibertiés or. powers like
_that of voting, are sit_'r,jzﬁ{y._means to ‘an ‘end

Home Office for the first time this. enormous. That end, you would ‘probably say, is the s

«curing of the good of th¢ individual
.T.!.‘z,.poﬂéx,:a;,gr, 28, 1

“ual fréedom of action to. unhind-

-ered exercise.of faculties by each, limited only
: others, is that which the
right of votin~ serves to obtain and to miin-

by the equal claims of‘6th
tain. This is the real fiberty in  comparison
with which right’ of voting is buf 2 hominal

“The question with me; then, is, How may

~ this substantial libertv. to ‘pursue the objects

of life with least possible, restriction be most
extended? « And as rela
hand the -question s,

tension of liberty, lead to' a real extemsion of

liberty ?

“I am decidedly of
The giving of political power to women would,’
I believe, restriét, and ndeed: diminish,. liberty
in two ways. It would strengthen the hands
of authority, both politica and ecclesiastical ;
for women, as a'mass, are habitually on the
side of authority. - Further, it would aid-
stimulate all kinds of state administrations,

great mass of which are necessarily antagonis-
tic to personal freedo: ’Hﬁ_in their political -

actions are far foo much ‘Swayed by proximate
evils and benefits; and women would.be thus
swayed far more, Given so >f 80

_cal foresight of ]

/men, is extreme

“Of course; whoever holds
men and women are ali

,, feel no diffi.
culty of this kind... But ] hem to be un-
like, both quantitatively :
believe the difference to -

v, and.

ould not expect that Governiment to lay i,
any,part of its task for the purpase..of . .

their sphere. )

- “MWhen the state sh:
to what I hold to be its:
has become practically i
ceed that function—then

- llat the quiestion shiould be 'dealt with Dlﬁ ~which wer ever the f at the time of its

trits alone, EL electi
.17 Asquith.—~Ladies, 1 .am not sur that T “only
ot be blamed, and blamed with justi '
colleagues and probably by my succes
| v having consented toreceive this depus
" deputation whieh comes upon a sub-
very great’rimpoﬂhnée‘, but totally un- ' if :
" 1ed with'the daties of my own particular un nimous.
o with-any legislation dor which I, as a of the.chan

-~ geous  flower’ beds.

Wd- faee in

; D Matter. in after them beauties of lower rank.
ill. giving the. suffrage -
to-women, which is in itself but 2 nominal ex-

inion that it ‘will not. .

- dorse what was.said by ‘my right hon. friend
- and colleague. Although I am not at all in a- :
position to say what attrtude menibers of the

~troduced from other quarters—that is a totally -
 different matter—yet if the suggestion is put
nt itself ‘should.

HERE is no court that combines
splendor and bankruptcy in %he
same degree as that of Persia.” The
palace which Shah Mohammed Ali
exhibits is stored withtreasures of
incalculable value. Yet the Shah
finds himself nowadays almost with=

out the means of paying his current expenses. |

Under his predecessors the palace expenses

_Were the first lien on whatever revenue the

country produced. But nowadays there is a
parliament, and the appropriation made for the
Shah and his household for the current year
.18 only $500,000, says the London Express.

Though money goes a' good way in Persia,
this sum is not one fifth enough to maintain
the establishment on its present scale. ' All’
the office-holders stormed and the harem of
Nasr-ed-Din, grandfather of the present Shah;
went’ in ‘carriages to the Palace of Baharistan
to remonstrate. But the Parliament stood pat,”
and when the Shah contemplated dissolving it
and withdrawing the new constitiution he found
‘he would have too much trouble on. his hands,

Just how he will deal with the expense ac-
count remains to be seen; he certainly has done
‘nothing to reduce it. . The train of servants
and attendants, high and low, still number
more than 1,500 men, and there are more than
1,000 women in the anderoun, or haremy; with
their number rather increasing than diminish-
1 . .
The Shal’s palace is situated in the oldest
quarter of Teheran, called the Ark. Tt consists
of @ number of houses and pavilions built at
various times and located haphazard amoang
beautiful gardens. . i

The buildings used by the Shah himself are
called the biroun. There the staff . of .court
dignitaries are on duty all day. They number

“altogether from 600 to 700 men.

- Across the gulistan or gardens, in the most
remote part of the enclosure, the Kadje-Bashi
or chief of the ennuchs holds sway. with his
regiment of dusky guardians of the anderoun.

The gardens are divided into the men’s en-
closure and the women’s into which 1o man _

but the master may ever enter.

~+ The walls are Tined with encaustic tiles,

rippling brooks intersect green lawns and gor-
{ Shade trees hang over
deep pools that cool the air. Song-birds, in
vast aviaries concealed by shrubbery ‘animate
e sceng’ with their, carolling, and hidden mu- -
cipti play in the summer housesatt day &
€ into the night, a fashion borrowed, it is
said, from India. AR

always on the aiert; there are 800 cooks and

scullions in them.

The dishes are passed from these to a grade
of attendants who may be said to correspond
with-our footmen. These pass them along to
the chamberlains, who may Serve them if no
higher dignitary is on hand, but the highest
official of the court who happens to be present
has the right to present them to the dnah.

All ithe courses are served together. 'The
staple dishes are rice and saffron, chicken
fricassee, venison and roast mutton cut in

_ chunks, served en brochette and called kebab.

Besides these a vast number of sweet creams,
luscious pastries and delicious fruit are served.
' The Shah gorges himself with sweetmeats as
all Persians do, men- and ‘women. alike.
If the Shah cares to fall back on the treas
wures ‘of his palace he can: keep the wolf from
the door for many a year. - Nobody knows the
~wealth stored up in it. In the building called
the museum ‘there-are said ‘to be bins full of
emeralds, topazes, rubies; diamounds and pearls
which have been accumulatine for generations.
There are besides priceless articles of pottery
and ‘metal work, Japanese and Chinese, Indian,
Sevres, Dresden .china, gold, silver and steel
work from all parts of the Qrient. - The col-
lection of ancient arms and armor is worth
perhaps. a million. dollars. ;
Then thiere are the gorgeous ‘articles of har-
baric splendor which make up the regalia.
When the- Shah appears in state he wears' a
tiara of brilliants, surmounted with an aigrette
of precious.stomes, = . , g
On his forehead shimmers the famous dia-
mond known as the Mountain of Light. ‘His
- -epaulets are studded. with emeralds, sapphires
-and topazes. - His belt glitters with diamonds
and. hi§ sword handle. and scabbard are in-
crustediwith rubies. .-~ - o0 0
The terrestrial globe made by his grand-
father’s orders shows all the continents and
~seas in precious stones, Persia being in ‘dia-
~monds. - The celebrated. peacock throne ‘con-
sists. of a great square pedestal over ‘which
branches of foliage creep, all nade of emeralds,
with flowers in. rubies and pearls.
- The chair is'of gold and seems to be splashed
with blood, but it is only -patches of rubies.

_ The women of the anderoun have a double ' O

official authorities, There'is also the purely

 hiérarchy. There are in the first place the

social hierarchy, at the top of® which are the ..

- princesses of the Kadjar line, the Shah’s own
- family, who have borne sons of rank to succeed .

to the throne. All women of the Kadjar race

_ haye undisputed precéedence.

‘Next come the favorites of noble family and
Beneath
these are the hundreds of attendants and com-
panions, down to the kitchen maids, The sys-
tem is much ‘more gristocratic than the Sul-

tan’s seraglio, but any woman may, secure a:
certain elevation by winning the notice of the

Shah. j

Some of the great princesseés have pavilions -

all to themselves, with suites of attendants and

~servants. The other favorites tive in groups
- with their households in common. The dress
. of the'women consists of a jacket or bolero,

called the yal, which is sleeveless and Tastened:
across the breast with frogs of gold lace.

““Beneath it is the diaphanous undergarment

called pirahen. A skirt not much longér than
a b t dancer’s, and sometimes fluffed:out in

same way with stiffened underskirts, is.
irjoume. It only reaches to the knee.

are slippers for the feet, and a square

Hed tchargat is ‘worn on-the head and
~under the chin. Fiom under it the

falls in luxurious curls to the shoulders.

the women of the anderoun wear the
costume, though of course there are vast
ences in material. The servints wear

. linens and heavy mohairs; _the ‘prin-
cesses and. favorites draw not only on the marts -
f Asia but those of Europe nowadays for their.
oicest fabrits. i sl
orgeous ornaments of gold and precious

BT

1any thor
: ade thei
general statement of histo:
. that the rest died of pestil
slaughtered of ensl

cessfully resisted : ~mads
into the interior, ineic . sec
by attacks on the nomad Arabs.
- Many. facts abou s
of possibility to this p
are not of the same ra
. rounding them. The

. they do not belong'

Adition of migr the
but their story is that the
.the Turks and reached th

+ T

¢ worn by the favorites and their s
. The rig is enchanting on young @,

ut the few Occidental women and a

two who have had a peep into the

speak with shuddering of -

f the old and mi :

s they say the Persian woman when
always grows fat.

e-aged women—~

spends onlv his nights in the '

un. He leayes it every morning at

y prayer time.

!c’ppiﬁg]*lgnﬂ' eating, with occasfonal ‘con-

th ‘his ministers or receptions to
esentatives. A

He spends his day in hunt-

¢ biroun, the equivalentiof

of
b selamlik, are all decorated w
i ek are tiled, but the tiles afe.
nder priceless carpets. ' The walls.are
ith mirrors or with moulded
ass. . Festoons of crystals
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