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SIR ALEXANDER CAMPBBLL.

In t}:e House of Commons, Sir Wil-
frid Laurier was asked why he had d!s-
allowed certain British Columbia legis-
lation. He replied, in effect, that 1t
was on account of Imperial reasons. He
was then asked if the Imperial govern-
ment made a difference between 2 Can-
adian province and an Australian or
South African colony. Nimble Sir Wil-
frid then said it was for Canadian reas-
ons, the development of trade with
Japan, and Japan’s geographieal posi-
tion. He was then asked whether we
did not also expect trade with China,
and whether it was a good reason why
a Dominion executive should override a

GORDON TANNER.
Methodist Mimister of Ladysmith.

—— e
PRESS COMMENT.

But figures: do' not e story :
Oy AMGLI0S- puy zm_matgp{mls m;]:)' ﬂlf?\x.\fuﬂ’\)fdxl'l
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Sir Frederick Borden has been talking of
the appointment of a cemmission to study
the commereial situatiom and make tariff
:}recommendatlms. The ministers are fall-
ing in with general opinion in one thing ut
least. They admit that they do mot know
enough about the country or fits affairs to
inaugurate a transportatiem policy or reform
a"ta.rrdff. If.any one was to repeat now the
({Ad boast that” Sir Wilfrid Laurier's was
*‘ the strongestibusiness government Canada
ever saw’’ people would laugh consumed-
ly.—Montreay Gazette.
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means. The German Empire has been searching examimation of Mr. R. L.| It is argued-imview of tihe general hostil-

parliament,
was concerned,
parliament was within its powers
passing the legislation in question, At
this point the Prime
from the discussion in a slightly disfig-
ured condition, and Mr. Fitzpatrick took]

is place, and cited the opinion of Sir  eit] ;
e o om which | ship of anything upon

merits.
plicated by a number of counsiderations
|not to be covered by any phrase, 'swch
ias the kind of service, thecomplexity
of details in management, the existence
lor the advantage of competition, and &
P Mr.!number of other things widely different
‘in particular cases.
thatliing to admit that there are a number
1
i
lowed on the ground that they were;
altra vires, I want to know whether or,

not the province of British Columbia 2 ! 5
iprivate parties.

leven further and say that some services

Alexander Campbell in 1884, fr

he deduced the finding that the legis- |

lation in question was ultra vires of the
procincial legislature. He was prompt-

ly asked whether the province had been‘

given an opportunity to test this find-
ing in a court of competent jurisdiction.
He was obliged to answer, “No
Borden then summed up the whole mat-
ter as follows: ‘‘Assuming now
they (the Acts in question) were disal-

‘had an opportunity of having that ques-
tion tested by the courts, and if not,
why it did not have that opportunity ?
I am told that it depends upon an opin-
jon given by Sir Alexander Campbe!l
in 18%4. Well, Sir_ Alexander Campbell
was not sitting as a court; Sir Alexa:
der Campbell was minister of justice;
and the province of British Columbia,

if it is bound, as my hon. friend, the |
Minister of Justice, seems to think it is

bound, by the decision of Sir Alexander
Campbell in 1884, has had no oppor-
tunity of having the question settled

ttinction applicable :
blic utility’” and a “private means business,

| ‘.
Mipister withdrew tween a “pu i L
Thojete ! its opponents does not disturb it.

{utility,” and insist mpon the right to
!treat of every case of the extension of

hands of the municipality or state; that

in _every case

ther municipal or government Oowner-
its individual
Edch individual case is com-

We are quite will-
of services best administered in the

a pumber lie on debatable ground; while|
a number are clearly best performed. by
'We are willing to go

now on debatable ground may, and prob-
ably will, as society becomes better or-
ganized, enter the first classification.
Economic questions. are governed by
economic considerations,’ not by catgh-
words and political phrases. The gov-
ernment ownership of railways will be
a good thing for (Canada, whenever
it dis clear that it means 2
cheaper and more efficient  ser-
vice of railway facilities, not till then.
There is absolutely no virtue in the

lg:e,ssive government securely in the sad-
be-!dle for a‘number of years. The party

and the small politics of

ML
A LOYAL CONSBERVATIVE.

It is not often that we deal with the.

individuality of any member of the Lib-|

eral-Conservative party. But the Con-

servatives of Victoria are having thrust

at them daily that the party in Koote-
nay, particularly Nelson, is being split
through .the factious individuality of
Mr. John Houston, just as the Conser-
vatives at Nelson are having it thrust
at them that the party is split in Vie-
toria, through the factious opposition of
one or two of its members here. Neither
statement is true, but both statements
are likely to damage the party’s inter-
ests where their falsity is not known.!
Mr. John Houston of Nelson has been a{
force in politics municipal, provincial,!
and federal, in the Kootenay country!
for quite a number of years. During:
these years his loyalty to what he con-|
sidered the interests of the eity he lived
in, the Province or the Domimion of
Canada, has never been questioned, nor;
has his great ability nor his zeal. He
has perhaps been tog little ready to give’
credit to these whi differed from him
for disinterestedness -equal to his ewn,
and he has been a heavy and an un-
merciful castigator of his fees on varieus
jssues. He has therefore many enemies
and these are not confined to any parti-
cular party. But he has also many|
friends, more friends than ememies. A |
party line fight im provineial politics
meant more ‘to Mr. Houston than pes-

ade of Canada X : 5 e 'measure known as Bill No. 16, the idea
thntp:‘:g:idg‘i the provinciai‘ownership of public utilities” until some-lm their ability to put a strong and pro-

in 'one has at least made an intelligible dis-

{that the Dominion governmeut could in-

terfere in any way with such an Act is,
to our mind, absurd. The province is
paramount over its land, and the Brit-
ish’ parliament has as much jurisdiction
over Acts eoncerning it as the Dominion
government has. The powers enjoyed by
the province are enjoyed by virtue of a
constitution as binding upon the Domin-
jon as upon the Province. It is sometimes
doubtful where power to deal with cer-
tain matters resides, whether in ome
authority or the other, But where, un-
der the counstitution, there can be no
doubt as to where the power Tesides,
that power is sovereign, and there is

nothimg in the world except the force of!

arms which ean overbear it. No Do-

minion government, however abt:sorptive’

of doubtful powers it had shown itself

to be, would dare, for one moment, to

interfere with such @ matter as th
sovereign authority of this province
over its ewn land. The question is not
even arguable. But it may be satisfac-
tory to have assurances that the I_)o-
minion gavernment has every intention
of living -within the law which governs
itself as.well gs us. 'We trust the mis-
sion now. undertaken to Ottawa
bear fruit. It should in any case Te-
sult in a clearer understanding of the
relative positions of the Dominion and
the Province in a number of important
matters. - 7
- - ———

TEGHNICAL EDUCATION.

If a man wishes to hire @ skilled me-
chanic anywhere in the West, either in
the United States or Canada, he finds
it.very hard to- get one;. no skilled me-
chanic is ever long out of work, and it
is- notoriously seldom that his job ever

will]

distinguished specially by two things.
first, . a tremendous development of
military power, and second,. a tremen-
dous development of ‘the commercial
spirit. These two features,. however,
do not change the essential necessity to

of its people from their internal affairs

ruption. Militarism and <Colonial Em-
pire are absolutely hostile to the essen-
tinl genius of the Teutonic race, but

tion. Therefore, it seems to us, that
many than Germany has to fear from
Europe. Germany can only live by
stimulating so-called patriotism by an-
tagomism to other countries, and its

Great Britain, the militarists of Ger-
many see the enemy that for domestie
reasons, they require. But Germany
caunot fight Great Britain with
army, Germany must have a navy as
well. Lomg. before she ecan build up=a

Britajn, her resources will have broken
down under the intolerable strain, and
the digtontent now rife:  through the
whole country will have broken out in
overt. aétion against the Imperial am-
bition which is devouring the very vitals
of . the arbitrary union which designates
itgelf the: Gérman Empire.
—0

A GOVERNMENT RAILWAY.

The idea appears to be gaining ground
in the BEast that the government should
construct an Bast and West railway
track through the barren zone of 1,000
miles which separates the fertile plains
of Manitoba from the settled part of

sueh an Empire of diverting the minds:

as the only means of avoiding its dis--

they are the only remedies for its in-
evitable tendency to internal disintegra--

Europe has far more to fear from Ger--

antagonism’ is specially directed against:
Great Britain at the present time. Im:

an:

navy at all comparable to that of Great’

Borden on the subject of disallowance.
There are several things which the Lib-
erals from the Hon. Mr. Fitzpatrick
down to the cerrespondent of the Times
forget. One of these things is that Mr.
Campbell’s opinion had nothing what-

ever to do with amy act embedying the

principles of the Natal Act, and was,

given in deference to the ‘opinion of the
Colonial office. Another of these things
is that the province of British Columbia
was strongly advised by the Colonial
Secretary, Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, to
deal with the questien of Oriental Im-
migration along the Hnes of the Natal
A'ct. Amotlier of these things is that
they have made deliberate misstatements
as to' the existence and purport of cer-
respondence betweenw the Colonmial office
and the Dominion government, which
correspondence we defy them to pro-
duce. Another of these things is that
this province is im thorough earnest on
this question of Oriental Immigration.
86 far-as the engagements of the Jap-
anese government are coneerned, they

are not' Keeping the Japanese out of
British Columbia, but the Natal Act i
Indeed, if it were

keeping them out.
strictly applied to the whole of Canada,

and were effective in keeping out some
‘whom:
imported, it

of the unwholesome creatures
Mr. Clifford Sifton' has
v?uld be a mighty good thimg for Can-
ada.
stock is bad, But its total repfacement
by Orientals is something not té be tol-
erated where that replacement is
threatened:

It is saidthat a-simple “untuned” rad-
iator will upset the ‘“‘tuned”’ Marconi re-
ceivers and prevent intelligible messages
from being reeeived.

e e e
It is said that the order of the- suc-

The degradatiom of our mational

ity of employers to' the' walking defegate,
and the dissatisfaetion of many working-
men, that it might be the part of wisdom
for labor unions:to:do away with that of-
ficia] altogether. He lives and thrives on
the strike bettveen ilabor amd capital. A
strike involves no léss:to hinz as it does to
the bona fide workingmen, and in many
cases he is a hindrance rather than a favor-
able agency in promoting a: settlement. The
men most congerned, financially er other-
wise, in a labor dispute are the men who
are apt to be most reasonable in drawing
up terms of settlement.—~Montreal Herald.

Over 9,000.000 black:skinned people are
now living in the United States. They
{have * about doubled in numbers since
‘Abraham Lincoln signed the emancipation
proclamation. Counting in the dark-skin-
ned inhabitants of our insular pessessions,
18,500,000 colored people: are Mvimg wunder
our flag. Our negro population owns more
property than is generally suppesed. Near-
Iy 4 per cent of ‘the total assessable prop-
erty of Virginia belongs to: them In
Georgia alone the— are assessed om $15.000.-
000 worth of property.. Of the 1,400,000
i'beads of colored fdmtlies in the entire
country in 1900, 264,000, .or nearly sae-fifth
of them all, own the homses and farms on
which they lve. where fortly years ago
they did not own even'theiir owmn persems.—
New York World.’

o—

QUALITY ORi PRICE.

Merchants’ Record...

g Of all the many problems that arise
in the course of every merchant’s busi-
ness, there is mone more persistent or
more difficult of solution: than. the gues-
tion of “quality” against “cheapness.”
To sell, at a reasonable. profit, strictly
dependable goods to the peaple who are
willing to pay for quality, or to cater to
the class- which :clamoerss for Gargains
and sets prices before.all else—that is the
question; and most merchants: eompro-
mise.

D. Christie, of the Pa
pany, has been added
and poultry committee
announces that no pur|
ognized without the T
ing signed by the secrd

Customs Returns.—
of May there was colld
the Victoria customs
made up of the follo
$70,803.88; (Chinese
and other revenues, $H
totalied $279,435, of
were dutiable and §
produce of Canada ¢
to $26,451 during thi
produce, not of Canad
ing a total of $38,7§

Van Anda Ships.—
lano, of the Union S,
Ladysmith yesterday
eopper ore consigned
Company, and left ag
for Van Anda for :
again places the V
of shipping mines, 2
holders who have b
with this property ¥
latest news from Te
wnderstood that this
one on a contract fo

Echo of Condor ¥
miralty hydrographe
. just issued, it is stay
‘veying vessel found 8
ibelouging to the slo
West Coast of Van
on the shores betwd
Clayoquot Sound a
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by the courts. Therefore, I think that
that advances the matter not very much
further; it still leaves it as it was be-
fore. If it be a fact, what is the reason

that the province of British Columbia |
had not s opportunity of having this,

question determined by a proper court?”’
This knocked out Mr. Fitzpatrick com-
pletely, and Sir Wilfrid entered the
ring again: ‘I thought I had made my-
self clear,” he said, “but I will try once
more to- give the reason to my hon.
friend. We considered, first of all, that
it was very doubtful whether or mnot it
was within the power of the British
Columbia legislature to enact such legis-
lation. But, apart from that consider-
ation, we had no doubt whatever that
it was not in the interest of Canada.
either from an Imperial or Canadian
standpoint. We did not give the oppor-
tunity to the province to have the mat-
ter brought before the courts, because
our conviction was too strong in that
respect,” and so on. Mr. Borden then
said: - “I think we have practically got
back to the first ground again.” Sir
Wilfrid Laurier replied: *That is the
oniy ground.” Now, if human language
means anything, that means that the
late lamented Sir Alexander Campbell’s
opinion had as much to do with disal-
lowance as any opinion held by the late
lamented Queen Anne. The govern-
ment might throw doubt upon the prov-
ince’s jurisdiction by quoting his opinion,
but it- will not allow that opinion to be
tested by the courts, because it is de-
termined to override the legislation of
the province for other reasons in any
case., First, the Times trotted out the
JImperial government as an excuse, then
it resurrected this opinion of Sir Alex-
ander Campbell. ‘We have taken a.spe-
cial and peculiar delight in exposing the
illogical nature and insincerity of this
special pleading. Furthermore, we have
a few interesting facts and documents
we have not yet produced and gquoted
from. There will be no red herrings
drawn dcross this issue during the
-forthcoming campaign.

o—

A DEAL INDBEED.

The article which appeared in the Col-
onist yesterday morning ‘was written
before it was known here that the policy
of construceting 2,000 miles of railway
for the 'Grand Trunk had been endorsed
by the government of Canada. We

_knew it to be a pet scheme of Mr.
Blair, and we ' knew it to be supported
by those in the Liberal party who im-
agine it to be good policy to hoodwink
and humburg sincere believers. in a
principle like that of the  government
-ownership of railways. But we never
dreamed that the government - would
adopt as its own so utterly disingénuous
a poliecy. The Grand Trunk Pacific has
asked from the government of ‘Canada
larger assistance towards its trapscon-
tinental railway than the people are in-
clined to give, and more than ‘the gov-

their fruit.

sooner or later provincial pelitics would
be divided wpon party lines. Although
the sentiment of these conventions has
always been in favor of this division,
there 'was always a difficulty in giving

tangible benefits. It may be argued,
that it would not produce any tangible|
benefits in ‘Canada just now, and an
immense amount of reasonable assertion
can be adduced in favor of that position.
That being so, no cant phrase of politics
is going to dislodge any sensible man
from the contention that the government
ownership of railways in Canada is still
a highly debatable question, whose dis-
advantages are tolerably apparent in ex-
perience, and’ whose advantages have
not yet been demeonstrated by argument.
‘But our doubts as to the economic ad-
vantages of the government ownership
of railways in ©Canada, as a general
proposition, are abselute certainties,
when the particular appiication proposed
by the government is considered. In
that case it must be a failure, and a
burden upon the revenue without com-
pensating advantage. The advantage
will all be derived by the shareholders
or, we should say, the promoters of the
Grand Trunk Pacificc. We observe in
an Eastern despatch that the president
of the Grand Trunk had returned to
‘England in a complacent frame of mind.
We are not surprised at his compla-
cency. Every obstacle to the ambition
of his company is to be shouldered by
the government, while every opportunity
of profitable railway enterprise is to be
left open to the company. This is be-
ing done directly at the cost and charges:
of .the Canadian taxpayer. It is the in-
justice to the British Columbia tax-
payer which is particularly galling to
us. He, as a Canadian taxpayer, is
burdened with the cost of building a
railroad betwéen <Quebec and Manito-
ba. But we notice that only the same
measure of assistance is meted out to
him in having the Western section of
the road constructed between the moun-
tains and the.Pacific Coast as to the far-
mer of the Northwest, if allowance be
made for mountain construction as com-
pared with prairie construction. He
will, through his taxes, pay for the road
from Quebec to Manitoba, but high local
rates squeezed out of him and his en-
terprize will pay for the road between
the Pacific Coast and Edmonton. This is
a form of government ownership little to

it is on a par with the attitude of the
present 'Ottawa government on many
otaer matters.

— ) ——

UNION IS STRENGTH.

There are most encouraging adviees
regarding Conservative unity througn-
out the province. It is quite evident
that the various Conservative conven-
tions held in the province during the
last five years have not been without
At every one of these ton-
ventions it has been recognized that|

the taste of any British Columbian, But sional’ labor legislator is not better than

the province would be bad. We need

tory all along the line.

inece. [For two reasons. In the first

place, many of his friends and sup-,
porters in the past have been Liberals, !
and a small group of Conservatives
!_mve been very bitter opponents of his
in municipal politics,. They have evi-|
dently not ceased their opposition at the
eall of party, while he, at the call of
his party, has divested himself of some

our mind, such men disgrace the name of |
Gonse_rvative, because they are trying;
to.lmli_ze the party to wreak a private!
animosity. Upon what question of pro-|
:xmg)xal politics do they oppose Mr. Hous- |
on?
stoke platform?
I}o they protest against the Redistribu-
tion Act? He was the main instrument
in passing such of its provisions as ap-
ply to Kootenay. Do they disapprove of
the constitution of the Conservative
Union of the province? He is its presi-
dent. ‘We of the Coast cannot be ex-
pected to know the ins and outs of the
local situation at Nelson. But we do
know enough to know that loyalty to
the Counservative party, the situation of
the province and of the government, call
imperatively for a very different atti-
tude. towards Mr. John ‘Houston, the
president of the Conservative Union,
t}}an that adopted by a certain clique in
Nelson. - In the second place, Mr. Hous-

Do they subscribe to the Revel-|
He helped to frame it.|

Temain at work. On the other hand, if
4 man wishes to liite a young man O
good address, which means, as a rule,
a young man wearing good clothes
and possessing some conventional eour-
tesy, and well educated, at, say, $60 a
month, or about one-half of a mechan-
ic’'s wage, he lias more applications for
the job than he knows what to do with.

of his strength in dealing with them. To!There is something entirely wrong about

such a condition of affairs as that. We
spend enormous sums annually to edu-
cate the rising generation. With what
result? Year after year, our schoois
turn out thousands of human beings,
whose education has temded to fit them
for lines of effort already overcrowded,
and to unfit them for Nnes of effort in
which there is a continual and ever-in-
creasing demand for skill. ‘“There is no
more forlorn,” says a newspaper in deal-
ing with this question; “no more dazed
and lost creature on: earth, than the
young man who has gone through the
schools, and now comes out into’ the
world to hunt a job:.” That is sadly but
undoubtedly true. A young man Wl)p
has continued his general education tiil
he is seventeen or- eighteen or nineteen
years of ayge, has a vague idea that he
is fitting himself for something, but if
you were to ask him swhat, he would not
be able to tell you. The fact of the
matter is, that unless he invests more

ton finds a demand made upon his party
loyalty, by the fact that his allegiance,
m3d co-operation is required for men to |
whom he has been opposed upon issues|
not now drawn. If John Houston chose |
to bolt the party, we venture to say he!
\\:ould emerge individually triumphant in:
N_elson, while some other people in
Kootenay would not. He does not so!
choose. Why? MBecause he is a onnll
IConservative. In his paper last week he
quoted & very ignorant statement as to
the attitude of the provincial Censerva-
tive party on various guestions. affect-
ing labor. He" confuted that statement
by the records of Charles Wilson, R. I~
Green, Capt. Tatlow and Richard Mec-
Bride, and said not a word about his
own. Every one of these were gentlemen
belonging to a section of the party to
which Mr. Houston, prior to the intro-
duction of party lines, was opposed. Not
one of them has done as much for the
worjkmg men of British Columbia as
Mr. Houston himself. How easy it
would have been for him to have 'let the
weight of the accusation he quoted rest
on them, and tafhave absolved himself!
But wno! He gives them credit where
F‘red1§ is due, and winds up by saying:
Legislation that really benefited labor
has not been secured by the ‘profession-
al’ friend of laboring men; but, in-
stead, it has invariably been secured by
men who are broad-minded enough to
legislate for all classes. The ‘profes-

the ‘profegsional’ corporation legislator,
and sometimes is even worse.” = That is
what we call party loyalty. His refer-
ence to men with whom, if he were fac-
tlons,_he would be at daggers drawn, is
that in a very important respect, they
are “broad-minded enough to legislate
for_all classes.,” If the party in Nelson
desires Mr. Houston to be its standard-
bearer and duly nominates him, we hope
that those Conservatives mow endeavor-
ing to prevent his nomination, will loyal-
ly assist in electing the party candidate,
and we are pretty sure they will. A
split confined to Nelson would not do any
injury there, but its effect throughont.

united effort. everywhere (o insure vic-
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other.
that l_neghanical skill_ is dlsappearing.
True it is that the division of industry| tje barren zone, we can think of no cir-

tries.

capital in special trgining and enters one
of the learned professions, or has some
special aptitude or talent making him
to some extent independent of his edu-
of all human occupatiens the most dreary
and least inspiring. 'Our civilization has
never
idea of what constitutes education. Ed-
neation has been put forward, and al-
most universally accepted, as the pan-
acea for all humaniwoes. So it is. But
it never seems to have occnrred to any-
one that edwcation could mean anything
else than the elerkly accomplishments
with which learning was identified in the
Middle Ages. When we find that the
clerkly accomplishments the State Is
bestowing upon the Tising generation,. are

the remedy is—morg clerkly accomplish-
ments. If yeu find that teaching & boy
TLatin does not fit him for a wholesome,
happy, homest and industrious Iife. the
obvious remedy is to teach him Greek
as well. Yeou have doubled the dose of
the panacea, have you not? We all
know . the story of the Irishman who
was advised to buy one of Se-andiSo’s
stoves and save half hie fuel, and replied:
“Be jabers, I'll buy two of them and
save the whole of it!” That is pre-
cisely the manner in which our educa-
tional system which, with all due defer-
ence, is exactly the same iu its essential
features in Great Britain, Canada and
the United ‘States. meets its obvious
failure in training the young to meet the
actually existent conditions of: life. We
are on a wrong tack altogether. There
comes a time in a yomng man’s life
when, if he is to be a success, the gen-
eral in his training must give way to
the specific. By a success we mean a
man who does things, good useful things,
whether he makes much money or gains
much honor or not. The whole tendency
of our education is to postponme the de-
termination of the general into the

specific trgining. and it has its crown-

ing fruit when it produces a human be-
ing incapable of finding his proper work
in the world and of doing it. That is
one side of the shield. Now look at the
Persons competent to judge, say

and the labor of machines are replacing

skilled by unskilled labor in many indus-| would come direetly upon the taxpayers

The Hon. R. F.Eeen'and the Hon.

'y

The proposition, for what rea-
son it. is hard to make out, is received
with favor by many of the advocates of
the government ownership of railways, a

judices of these excellent people are a
good deal strenger than their intellects.
If the projeet be examined a little more
closely wihat does it amount to? The
territory to be covered is-the most bar-
ren portion in the whole of Canada.
There is- reasen for hoping that the por-
tion of this zone lying to the mnorth of
the St. Lawrence watershed may develop
resounces am@ possibilities not, so far;
characteristie of the southern part of it.
But that ix merely an expectation based
upon data which are admittedly incom-
plete. As a business proposition, such
a railway need not be regarded as cer-
tain to: develop local traffic enough to
meet its- cost of maintenance, and it cer-
tainly is not so regarded by railway

cirenmstanee which proves that—the pre-

successfully, to meet the demands of all
classes of customers... It is a reasonable
assumption' that the.average merchant
would rather handle ggods of unguestion-
able quality. He would. naturally pre-
fer to deal with people who want quality
and are willing to pay, for-it. (This elass
of trade is much more. profitable and ix
more satisfactory in every way.

other hand, there. is. no getting away
from the fact that cheapness has a very
strong drawing power..

While it is true .that peeople who want
cheap goods simply because they aI
cheap, are not themost desirahle custom-
ers, it is also true that they represent a
class that is numerically too: strong to
ignore. They demand cheapness, andif

as to permit the eldest daughter of the
Czar to ascend the throne. '

DistrictzAttormey: Foli of St. Louis.
who purified the politics of that city
single-handed, is spoken of as a possible
Democratic candidate for president.

R I T S L

A Socialist-Labor candidate will be
nominated in the Greenwood riding. The
Socialists and the Miners’ Umion have
m;mb'med‘ to place: & candidate in the
field.

In 1871, Herr Bebel was the only
Social-Democrat in the German reich-
stag. That party lias 83 members in

the. newly-elected reichstag and polled
3,000,000 votes: thiroughout ‘Germany.

—_—on— ;
During the session at Ottawa now
drawing to a close, Mr. R. L. Borden

been able to rectify its accepted’

not bringing about the desired resuits, |

s aB“gq?:;tl Q.f]'- tfh?z yery. :g;digg:‘; _olf Canada, equally upon téxoseﬂto whom
. ‘arises an equal, 1n 1act, .a gre y & ilway would be ‘of little no
Charles Wileon have left for Ottawa to of skill in very many bravches of hu- e s ot

builders: whe are business men. It is<a
necessary, but costly link in a traus-
continental ‘system, whose maintenance
and interest charges must be met out of
the traffic developed in the territory on
either side. If the government built.
this. segment of a transcontinental.
line, how could the government get
enough- out of the traffic devekyp.ed
West and East of it, to maib-
tain the track and pay interest. OR.
its cost. Such a piece of road would
mean a recurrent and heavy charge upon
the taxes of Canada. The proposal is
not in lime with the principle of the:
government ownership of railways at all.
It is. an attempt to utilize the sentiment
in favor of that principle to relieve a.
private company of the burden of con-
strueting a piece of road unprofitable in
itself, which is nevertheless neeessary. to:
‘the development of a profitable transcon-
tinental system: It is a proposal: which
is utterly disingenuous and impracticable.
it would not enable the government to
secure good rates over the rest of the
system. If rates were lowered, the cut
- womld come from what the gowernmeni
' reeeived over its seetion. Such a proposal
means not a government bonus to the
railway, but a government gift of a
seetion of railway to a corporation.
Surely no rational advocate of the goy-
ernment ownership of railways would
propose to apply it first, im am instamee
where the government would stand all
the cost and the private company reap
all the benefit. However, we are not so
much concerned with the nelation of this
proposal to the principle of the govern-
ment ownership of railways: as with its
relation to the pocket of the Canadian
taxpayer. The government ownership
of railways is very attraetive im theory,
but it is not by any means so attractive
in practice. Those-who would load the
government with functioms requiring
business economy seem to. forget that the
kind of man whom his fellows delight
to honor in polities is sometimes honest,

but never businesslike. The habit of
mind of the statesmau is as much above,

as the habit of mind of the politician is

beneath that of the sueeessful railway

manager. ‘The confusion thus introduc-

ed is further complicated by the dual

relation of the railway employee to his

employer, that of voter and wage-earnery
If a system of government ownership

could be devised which would eliminate

the political contre} of the thing owned,

there are many things to which the

principle of government ownership might

be beneficially applied. But no such sys-

tem has yet been discovered and so far

the practical inconveniences of the prin-

ciple far outweigh its théovetical advan-

tages. If we consider its application in

this particular case of a railway across

has immensely enlanced his reputation.
The Liberal-Conservative party was
never under more wise and capable lead-
ership.

Mr. R. J. Younge, secretary of the
(Canadian Manufactueers’ Association
declares that according to replies re-
| ceived from employers there is an im-
mediate need for 11,104 mechanics in
iron, steel,. furniture, /Totton, woollen,
and other Canadian industries,

The stock. of the Atianuc Tralsport
company which was incorporated in the
Morgan Shipping Trust sold before the
merger for $285 per share. The
valent securities received by
holders in the Shipping Trust are now
worth $80

Felligt SN

Our refusal to have a representative
at Belgrade is rather a Pecksniffian pro-
eeeding. Because our interests there
are looked after by the representative
of one of the powers which has not so
refused. o that the British rebuke de-
pends fon its pessibility on some other
power notr going the same length.

e B U R
In the year 1900, San Francisco’s ex-
ports to the Orient were valued at $40,-
000,000, while these from Puget Sound
ports amounted to only $10,000,000. The
next year San Francisco’s exports de-
clined to $35,000,000, while those of the
Northern cities inereased to $20,000,000.
In 1902 San Francisco was passed, the
Northern cities having $37,000,000 to
San Francisce’s $36,000,000. For this
year, San Francisco exports are esti-
mated at $38,000,000, and those of Pu-
get 1Sound ports at $50,000,000.
—

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

APPEAL TO THE LADIES.

Sir,—Why not appeal to the ladies of the
ciky to take an Interest in the Tourist Ase
seciation rooms by supplying fresh flowers
every morning? N
In Vancouver you will find the Tourist
rooms bright and sweet with fresh flowess
which are supplied every morning by the
thoughtful residents of that city who have
gardens.

‘Why not give our ladies a chance and
the rooms on Fort street will not have the
dull appearance they have now.

QITIZEN.

LADYSMITH DISTRESS.

Sir,—Re my .appeal in last Sunday’s
issue for aid for distressed families here,
permit me to say that I regret that my at-
iention had not been directed until today
to the statement of your correspondent
here that the report of “starvation” was
“without foundation.”  ‘This* report ap-
pearing on one page and my appeal ap-
pearing on another, places me in a rather
yuestionable light. “Starvation?’ T did
not say ‘starvation, Mr. Editor. T said ‘“‘dis-
tress.” - Now let your ondent . ask-

eumstance to justify it. The ‘'whole cost

benefit, as upon those assisted -by. it.

equik )
the share- |‘®ecasional buyers.

come.
people of the genuine merit of his goods,
not of their cheabness. I : t
gain and to -hold the friendship of bis

the merchant gets their trade he must
do so by handling:cheap:goods. Cheap-
ness .ne.CESsarily implies inferiority, aw
mfgr)orlty can only result. in. the dis-
satisfaction of the customer. When the
goods prove unsatisfactory tiwe price is
forgotten, and the store gets-a black eye
that is not at all deserved..

It is true that cheap goods are seme-
times fairly satisfactory. Some people
are reasonable enough not to expect to
get more than.they pay for. They are
the exception, however. NMost buyers of
the cheapest kind of goods expect quite
as much from them as. they do of the
best, and herein lies the menace to the
merchant who handles. the inferior
goods. Casual. buyers are often in-
fluenced by cheapness, aud. low prices
will attract a great part.of the tramsient
trade; ‘but a truly suceessful business
cannot be built up on. the eustom- of
1 The: merchant must
look ahead of the immediate present. He
must build. for the futnze. The very
best foundation for any husiness is
public confidence, and quality will do
much more:toward gaining confidence
and esteem than will mere cheapness.
The merchant who talks quality has
some decided advantzges over his com-
petitor who ean only say that his goods
are cheaper. There is a finality about
the term,. ‘‘the best)] that cannot be
gainsaid., If a merchant sells the best
goods, no, competitor can say more. He
is in an.unassailable position, and cannot
be out:talked on that point. On the
other hand, cheapness is altogether rela-
tive.. The merchant whe makes price
the first eonsideration is: talking for every
competitor who sells cheap goods. He
has.but one talkimg: point, and when the
shopper comes back. after pricing his
competitor’s goods,, the only way he has
of stremgthening his argument is to fur-
ther lower his price. Unfortunately the
merchant cannot always order his busi-
ness in exact aceordanee with his wishes.
His business pelicy is to a considerable

jextent dependent upon the resources of
the people from whom he i

draws his
trade. He cannot sell high-grade goods
to® customers who demand the cheapest,
but he should not over-estimate the de-
mand for eheap goods. That .y
people consider priee first should n¢
blind him to the fact that there are many
others who, are: leoking for qu:lity.
While it may be neeessary to make som
concessions. to gain the trade of the
‘cheap” people, he must never lose +:ght
of his main purpese, which is to estab:
lish a reputation for the quality and
reliability of his goods. In this doy of
advertising: and keen competition the
merchant who is preaching ‘“quality

sometimes finds it harder to stick to his
text when his eompetitors are all shout-
ing-*“price” with the full power of their
lungs. (The spirit of competitiom prompts
him to joim in the -chorus amd siout
“priee” too, but he must remember that
he has a different object. He is build-
ing, not for to-day, but for to-moiToWw
and next year and for the yeaus to
He is trying te eonvince the

He is trying to
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Dr. Patterson again. Or if he chooses I
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