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THE NEW AGENT-GENERAL.

The provincial government has not 
only dismissed an experienced man from 
the position of agent-general for the 
province, but one who understands every 
part of the province very well. In its 
stead it has named a gentleman, who 
whatever his other qualifications may be, 
has had little or no opportunity of be
coming informed from practical observa
tion as to what the province is like. 
What British Columbia needs in London 
is a representative who can speak un- 
derstandingly upon any question that 
may be asked him concerning the prov
ince, its business and resources. Such 
a man ought to be one who has spent at 
least several years here and thus been 
able to see for himself what the con
ditions are like. The ablest agent can 
accomplish very little, if his information 
is derivable wholly or chiefly from 
books.

We hope the present arrangement is 
only temporary and that, when the leg
islature has an opportunity of dealing 
with this subject, it will put the London 
office upon something like a proper foun
dation. This will cost something, of 
course, but we cannot hope to have the 
province properly represented in the 
world’s metropolis without spending 
something.

------------- o-------------
lie death of Harold Frederic, the 

newspaper correspondent, who was treat
ed solely according to Christian science, 
has revived discussion as to that meth
od of treating diseases. Christian 
science is very well in its place, but what 
authority can its professors cite for de
clining to make use of physical means 
to accomplish their desired ends? Christ
ian science may save a drowning man, 
but he would be a fool just the same for 
refusing to swim, if he knew how.

•»
The people of New Denver give notice 

that they mean to have a Queen’s Birth
day celebration next year. There is 
nothing like being in time.

■o

SICKLY WOMEN
Find Health, Strength and 

Vigor in Dodd’s Kidney 
Pills.

Dodd's Kidney Pills Are the Truest, Best 
Friend of Women of all Ages, From 
Girlhood to Old Age.

Upon the women of Canada rests a tre
mendous responsibility. In their keeping, 
to a great extent, lies the well-being of 
our future population. Upon them depend* 
the strength or weakness of the men and 
women of the coming generations.

Unhealthy mothers cannot bear healthy 
children.

Unhealthy mothers do bear sickly, puny 
children, and snch children grow up to be 
puny,
else they die during their childhood or
youth.

It behooves the women of Canada, then, 
to retain their health and strength. Un
fortunately they are a thousandfold more 
liable to disease

Kidney Disease finds thousands, yes. 
hundreds of thousands of victims among 
women.

And no other disease has as terribly bane
ful an effect upon the children of Its 
victims as has Kidney

Yet Kidney Disease Is very easily cured. 
It yields, surely, rapidly and permanently 
to the power ot this great Kidney Cure— 
Dodd’s Kidney Pills.

Dodd’s Kidney Pills have cured thousands 
of women of Kidney Disease and Female 
Complaints (the latter being, as a rule, 
merely different phases of Kidney Disease).

Dodd's Kidney Pills root the disease oui 
of the system, by causing the Kidneys to 
do their work thoroughly.

Dodd’s Kidney Pills bnlld up the sy 
by ensuring a full and sure supply of pure 
blood, to make bone and muscle, nerves 
and tissue, to create strength and vigor. 
Dodd’s Kidney Pills are women's truest 
friends.

unhealthy men and women, or

than men are.

Disease.

stem

EXACT COPTOT WRAPPER.

a term of years at a fixed rental, and let 
the sealing vessels be bought by the 
United States. If this is done, the ren
tal could be expended for the benefit of 
the localities, which will suffer by rea
son of the abolition of the industry dur
ing the term of the lease. What say the 
Province and Mr. Bostock, M.P., to 
such an arrangement of this nature?

SOME ALLEGED WORDS.

Why will newspapers persist in print
ing “all right" as if it were one word, 
and worse than that in printing it “al
right?” “Onto" is another abomination. 
There is never a case where “onto” 
either as a single word or as two words 
is necessary. Either “on” or “to", used 
singly, will always convey the meaning 
intended. “Onto” has got into the dic
tionary. The Century cites five authori
ties. One in Rider Haggard in the fol
lowing séritettêê: *Tt is a very pleasant 
country seat, situate about two miles 
from the Frowning City, onto which it 
looks." As a matter of fact the phrase 
“onto which it looks" is bad English in 
the connection in which it is used, and 
hence authority for nothing. The second 
authority is the American Journal of 
Psychology, which speaks of past events 
being "joined onto” present ones. Surely 
“joined to present ones” would be quite 
as forcible and much more elegant. The 
third is where Charlotte Bronte makes 
one of her characters say that she is 
going “on to the leads”; but she nses the 
two words separately and one of them 
is clearly needless. This is a common 
colloquial error. The fourth is from the 
Biglow Papers, but theife are not au
thority, being purposely written in out
landish style. The fifth is from Robert 
Elsmere, where Mrs. Humphrey Ward 
says that one of her characters “sub
sided onto the music bench." To sub
side either onto, on to, or upon a bench 
is very questionable English, 
side” as here used by Mrs. Ward is 
slang. She means that he became tran
quil and sat down. If she had said “he 
subsided upon” the bench she would have 
conveyed the same meaning. Thus we 
find that of the five authorities cited two 
are bad English, one if professedly out
landish and of the other two, in one the 
use of the compound is clearly unneces
sary, and in the other the'prepositions 
are both used but are not compounded. 
Better authority than these will be need
ed before “onto” will be accepted as 
elegant English.

“Sub-

We printed an extract from the Win
nipeg Tribune in which it defined its 
position in regard to “keeping step” 
with Its party. Its tone was of the right 
kind. The party papers keep step too 
closely, with" their party for its good 
or their own. not to speak of that of the 
country. We frequently find the leader 
of the opposition in parliament express
ing his approval of something the gov
ernment does, and often hear the leader 
of a government give his hearty endorse
ment of something advanced by the lead
er of the opposition. The same right ex
tends to the press, and it is satisfactory 
to see the Tribune exhibit a determina
tion to exercise it.

When the Hebrew Joseph became su
prême in Egypt, he did not send for his 
brethren to take all the nice official 
snaps. Our Joseph pursues a different 
policy. Like a crow who has discovered 
a particularly savory morsel, he sends 
his hoarse cry to his comrades in the 
woods and they come forth and get fat 
on the good things which fortune, in 
the gnise of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
has placed within reach for a brief 
period. British Columbia welcomes Mani
toba immigrants, but has hitherto not 
been offering them bonuses at the rate 
of $200 a month.

milimiiiiMm? SEE Mike King 
Country
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ed many applications for the purchase of 
land because they thought it was not 
in the public interest that it should be 
sold. This was the case in regard to 
land on the Stikine last year. But sub
ject to the right of the-government to 
refuse his application when, by reason of 
special circumstances, it seems against 
the public interest that he should be al
lowed to do so, every British subject has 
a right to purchase land in British Co
lumbia. This right the Semlin govern
ment now proposes to take away, and 
make the law as though it provided that 
no sales shall be made except for such 
reasons and to such persons as meet 
the approval 
This
authority.
properly be given by a government 
which possessed the confidence of the 
house and the country, as a preliminary 
to proposed legislation, that is, such a 
government, if it contemplated asking the 
legislature to change the law, might give 
notice that, pending such a change, it 
proposed only to permit sales to be made 
under special circumstances, but as a 
permanent change in the administration 
of the law, or rather in the law itself, 
by a government brought into existence 
as that of Mr. Semlin was, it is an 
precedented stretch of power.

The notice does not tell the public what 
the government will regard as “special 
circumstances.” 
ered sufficient special circumstances in 
the case of A. B. be considered sufficient 
in the case of C.D.? What part will 
political favor play in determining what 
circumstances are sufficient and what are 
not to warrant a sale of Crown lands? 
It is true that the law vests a discretion 
in the government, but this 
legal discretion, not a mere whim, no
tion, or desire to help a friend. The law 
contemplates that there shall be uniform
ity in the rules governing the sale of 
Crown lands; the government substitutes 
for this uniformity, its own notion, 
which may vary from day to day. This 
change is wholly at variance with Brit
ish law and the British sense of the 
equality of all men before the law. It is 
one more proof that the News-Advertiser 
was right when it said that the British 
constitution did not apply to this prov
ince. The government has seized upon 
the Crown lands, and has declared its 
intention to parcel them out among those 
people whom it may see fit to favor, for 
that is all the notice above quoted means.

The law governing the sale of 
Crown lands should be fixed and
definite. It should be so plain
that any man on reading it can
tell what it means. It should be
so framed that the rights of no man to 
acquire Crown lands should be subject 
to the favor of the government. Such 
was the intention of the legislature in 
passing the law now on the statute book. 
Snch was the intention of the late gov
ernment in carrying out the law. But 
under the new regime, the regime of the 
usurpers, this purpose of the legislature 
has been defeated, and before a man 
can obtain a piece of Crown land, he 
must first make himself solid with the 
government. This new stretch of au
thority, this new assumption of auto
cratic powers will only pave the way 
for the early overthrow of Mr. Semlin 
and his associates, who have shown, by 
the manner in which they have displaced 
competent and valued officials and by the 
arbitrary manner in which they deal 
with the public service, their conscious
ness that their lease of power is short 
and that they are determined to make 
hay while the sun shines.

THE NORTHERN MAILS.

Mr. M. King, in the interview which 
we print torday, says that sixty-five 
bags of mail for Yukon points are 
lying at Dyea, and have been there 
for some time, awaiting transportation 
to the Interior.

We do not know who is immediately 
responsible for this state of things, but, 
of coarse, the public will look to the 
post office department to explain how

and he closed his famous proclamation, 
given in the fourth chdpter of Daniel, 
with an affirmation of his faith in the 
King of Heaven. There is reason for 
thinking that he was predisposed to ac
cept the doctrine of a supreme deity, if 
indeed he did not hold it before he had 
received in his own person evidence that 
such, a power existed. The chief god 
of the Babylonian people was called Sin, 
whose emblem was the moon, and who 
was regarded as superior even to the 
sun god. As the worship of the sun 
was purely materialistic, this recogni
tion of a power superior to the orb of 
light indicates that the teachers of 
Babylon saw the spiritual side of man’s 
relation to the universe. The latest dis
coveries identify the god Sin with the 
god Aa,’ and suggest that he is also 
probably identical with Jehovah. As 
was pointed ont last Sunday in these 
columns, Abraham came out of the 
Kingdom of Babylon carrying with him 
the worship of Jehovah, whom Christen
dom worships to this day. It is qnite 
probable that in Babylon thirty cen
turies before Christ, the people wor 
shipped the same God as we do to-day, 
that is, they recogivzed the existence ot 
a supreme spiritual head to the Universe. 
Possibly the masses of the people hardly 
appreciated the nature of their worship. 
Possibly they devised emblems to repre
sent him. Doubtless they divided their 
worship with saints and demi-gods. And 
as human nature changes very little 
with the centuries, there is every likeli
hood that the ecclesiastics of that day 
built up a very elaborate system of 
creed and ceremonial. But the fact 
seems to be almost demonstrated that 
the foundation of the religion ot Baby
lon was a belief in one supreme Deity. 
If we feci inclined to wonder at the 
manner in which it became perverted, 
we have only to attempt to think ont 
how we would regard the nature of the 
Deity and our relations to Him, if it 
were not for the life and teachings of 
Christ.

Presumably, therefore, Nebuchadnez
zar was not without instruction in the 
fundamental religion of his nation. 
Doubtless he conformed to all the super
ficial requirements of the rules laid 
down by the priests and soothsayers, 
just as men to-day conform to cere
monies which they regard as non-essen
tial, or as others do from an inherited 
belief in their efficacy. But with it all 
he had a sense that there was something 
higher and grander than the perverted 
faith and elaborate ceremonial of the 
day, a belief in the “ holy gods ” of 
whom snch men as Daniel taught. 
Nebuchadnezzar's conversion, as record 
ed in the chapter of Daniel above refer
red to, seems to have been simply a re
turn to the original faith of his fathers.

The great interest and value which 
such studies as this have is that they 
show that the belief in one supreme God 
is no modern fable, that its origin must 
be sought in a past age so remote thaï 
that longest lead-line of history has not 
yet sounded its depth; and in that they 
illustrate how, upon the simple belief in 
a supreme deity, human ingenuity can 
bnlld structures so vast and elaborate; 
that they hide the foundation altogether, 
and how much the world owes to Christ. 
The doctrine of universal brotherhood 
the right to individual freedom, the obli
gation to universal charity, the institu
tion of home with all its mighty influ
ence for the betterment of mankind, the 
belief in a God of love, which enables 
men and women to endure the trials ci 
the present and face the, uncertainties oi 
the future without dread—these things 
we owe to the life and teachings oi 
Christ. The belief in a supreme God 
is scores of centuries older. A study oi 
the religion of Nebuchadnezzar makes 
us the better able to appreciate the value 
of Christianity to the human race.

TECHNICAL EDUCATION.Uhe ColonistI Mr. Ian St. Clair sends the Colonist a 
letter dealing with technical education, 
and we print it this morning. His ef
fort is a praiseworthy one. Undoubtedly 
the knowledge of a trade is of very great 
advantage to a young man. Cue of the 
great social evils of the last quarter of 
a century arises from the fact that a 
very large per centage of young men go 
out into the world without any special 
avocation. It does not follow that, be
cause a youth learns to be a carpenter 

stone cutter, he.must always work
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THE PROSPECTS OF KOOTENAY.
■ The progress which Kootenay has 

made during the past season has exceed
ed the expectations of everyone, 
splendid section of the province is going 
forward at a pace that will lead to sur
prising results in a very short time. As 

illustration of the progress being 
made, it may be noted that the ship
ments of ore from Rossland for the week 
ending October 29 were 4,415 tons, 
against 1,425 in the corresponding week 

Eleven mines were shipping

This
'

:

it came about.
This is not a local matter. The mines 

in the Yukon represent ' people from 
province of Canada and from

l i an or a
at those trades, but the fact that he is 
able to do so will often stand him in 
very good stead. Thousands of young 

in Canada, if asked what they can

every
nearly every part of the world. They 
have friends, who have had important 

to send them. Most Of them

of the government, 
is a bold usurpation of 

Such a notice might

V
messages
have families, from whom they are 
anxious to hear.

Every paper in Canada should call 
upon the postmaster-general to explain 
how this outrageous condition ef things 
came about, and how he proposes to 
right the great wrong he has allowed 
to be done to the miners of the Yukon.

men
do, will reply: “Anything;” but if press
ed to tell what they can do best will 
have to admit that they have not taken 
the trouble to learn anything thoroughly.

Among men there are not many who 
can compare with the skilled mechanic. 
The man, who can take raw material 
and with the use of tools fashion some
thing that people want, possesses a capi
tal that nothing can deprive him of. He 
is not likely long to lack employment. 
A college education is an excellent thing; 
but for the purposes of nine out of ten 
of the youth of the country, the knowl
edge of a trade is better. If the two can 
be combined, the combination is of course 
preferable to either alone. The rush to 
the professions is to he deprecated. A 
successful lawyer or physician is in an 
enviable position, hat an unsuccessful 
man in cither of those professions is

last year.
ore out of Rossland on October 29, and 
their total shipments since the beginning 
of the year had reached 91,523 tons. If 
the present rate of output is continued 
until the end of the year, the total for 
1898 will be 131,258 tons, against 72,843 
tons in 1897. It would be difficult to 
satisfy the man who would not be con 
tent with such expansion as this. We 
have not at hand similar details from 
the other sections of Kootenay, but 
know that they would make an excellent

M
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! THE SALE OF CROWN LANDS.
Ill

What the News-Advertiser calls “a 
radical change in the manner of

!
.
'I very

dealing with the Crown lands” has been 
recently made. Before speaking of the 
new regulation, it may not be improper 
to make some observations regarding the 
action of the government in making any

showing. „
The completion of the Crow’s Nest 

Pass railway to Kootenay lake will in
augurate a great period of activity in 

Kootenay, besides contributing 
greatly to the prosperity of the 

The season is said to 
successful one for 

finds being]

un-

i
H
! Blasti Will what are consid-very 

western section. change at all.
The public are familiar with the story 

of how the Semlin government came into 
power, and do not require to be remind
ed that it Is not in temporary control 
of the assets of this province by (the will 
of the people. Mr. Semlin is Premier, 
and his colleagues are in their offices, by 
the special grace and mere motion of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and as 
shift pending the meeting of the legisla
ture. That Mr. Semlin was a dernier 
resort of the Lientenant-Govenjor, even 
he will not pretend to deny. He does not 
know that he will mave a majority of 
the members to support him. He cannot 
have assured the Lieutenant-Governor 
that he will have such a majority. He 
in all probability will be dismissed by 
the legislature in summary fashion as 
soon as the house gets together. And 
yet he makes “a radical change” in a 
matter which concerns every resident of 
the province and every person who con
templates immigrating to it.

have been a vpry 
prospectors, the number of 
large and many of them being exceeding- 

Mueh development work

►
i about as unhappily placed as any one 

can be. His profession prevents him 
from doing things which he might read
ily do if he were an artizan, and this 
not because he would lose caste by doing 
them, but because it is absolutely es
sential, if a professional man expects to 
advance in his career, that he should 
not permit himself to become associated 
in the mind of the people with anything 
else than his profession, except it may be 
politics.' The moment the public begin 
to think of a lawyer in connection with 
some other line of industry than the law, 
his chances of advancement begin to slip 
away. Ask any lawyer, who has en 
gaged in journalism, and he will testify 
to the truth of this. It is the same with 
physicians, 
these professions must work in very cir
cumscribed limits. Unlike the young 
artizan, they cannot engage in something 
outside of the line of their business, 
while waiting for something in its line 
to develop.

We urge the hoys of Victoria To seize 
upon any opportunity that may offer to 
acquire a technical education. It will 
certainly not hamper them in after life, 
and may prove immensely to their ad
vantage, especially in a growing country 
like Canada.

ly promising, 
has been done on mines that have not 
yet entered the list of shippers, but will 
probably do so next year, 
that the progress of Kootenay during 
1898 is snch as surpasses all expecta
tions, and gives promise of very remark
able strides in 1899.

I means a

E’i J a make-
!

THE ADVANCEMENTI OF VICTORIA.

Any one, who is at all conversant with 
the history of this city, will agree with 
the statement that Victoria needs more 

and co-opration among its

;

i

self-reliance 
citizens. This is r^ot a poor city by any 

There is a very great deal of
■ ■

m means.
wealth here. It is as intelligent a com

be found anywhere. It
The younger members of

munity as can 
fus a fine situation from a commercial 
point of view. It is the headquarters of 
a large business. Why does it not ad- 

rapidly? It is making pro- 
bnt it might do better. At least

‘J, !
-

The chance is made by a notice signed 
by Mr. Semlin as Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works, and is as follows:

’ Notice is hereby given that no lands 
or timber will be hereafter sold or dis
posed of by the government of British 
Columbia except under special circum
stances. Intending purchasers are ad
vised to apply to the department of lands 
and works, showing special circum
stances, before going to any expense.

The use of the expression “disposed 
of ” in this notice makes it cover pre
emptions by actual settlers. The News- 
Advertiser says “there will be no inter
ference with the opportunities for pre
emption,” but this language shows that 
the government claims the right to sus
pend the operation of the law permitting 
pre-emptions, 
such a suspension, and the observation 
of the chief organ is a recognition of 
such a meaning. We protest that this 
is a high handed assumption of power by 
any government, and when taken by a 
ministry which has never received either 
popular or legislative endorsement, is an 
act of usurpation. We deny the right 
of the government to suspend the oper
ation of the pre-emption clauses of the 
Crown Lands act. If it claims such a 
power it is setting itself above the legis
lature, which has declared that any per
son may pre-empt vacant Crown lands. 
If it does not intend to claim that power, 
we can only say that Mr. Semiin’s notice 
is most unhappily worded.

vance more
gross,
there seems to be perfect unanimity of 

the people on thatsentiment among
-score.

Once a year Sir William Van Home 
visit. Before he comes therepays ns a

is a good deal of talk about what he will 
When he comes hebe asked to do. 

meets the Board of Trade, hears all our 
grievances, promises to take them into 
his consideration, and says good-bye. 
Sir William is an exceptionally diplo
matic person. He gives .no one an un- 

He 'has many subor-

THE RELIGION OF
NEBUCHADNEZZAR.

Babylon was a great city twenty-three 
hundred years before Christ, 
built upon the site of a still more 
cient city, and this upon the site of an
other. If we remember aright, there is 
reason to attribute an antiquity of at 
least 10,000 years to the most ancient 
tablets discovered in this remarkable 
series of mins. The Babylon, of which 
sacred and profane history speak, is the 
newest of the cities, which, after an un
equalled history for at least 3,000 years, 
fell into -decay in the second century be 
fore the present era. This city was at. 
the height of its grandeur in, the time 
of Nebuchadnezzar, who reigned from 
605 to 562 B. O., and made himself the 
emperor of Western Asia and Egypt. 
His grtatest ambition was the beautifi
cation of his capital, which he made un
approachable in its splendor. He en
closed it by a wall 55 miles long, with a 
height of 340 feet and a thickness of 85 
feet. Two hundred and fifty towers 
were reared upon the wall, which was 
pierced by no less Hum 100 gates. Con
cerning the magnificence of the palaces 
of Babylon and its so-càlled hanging 
gardens, its wonderful temples, adorned 
with statues of gold, and its great system 
of canals, we must refer readers to any 
of the mimerons works on the subject. 
Herodotus mentions that at the time of 
his visit, which was in the century fol-

m
It waswelcome answer, 

dinate officers, who bear the blame for 
everything that does not go just as the 
people of Victoria thinks it ought to.

Sir William is also a very busy man. 
He has immense interests in his charge. 
He receives a very many delegations of 
various kinds in a year. If in a moment 
of frankness he should confess that he did 
not toss to and fro upon his bed at night 
worrying out how he can help Victoria, 
the Colonist does not know that it would 
blame him for it. Just now the souls of 
somè of onr good people are yearning 
for a glimpse of the strong countenance 
of James J. Hill, of the Great North
ern. If there is a man in the worid who

w an-

The notice amounts to

B—

The law as declared by the legislature 
of British Columbia is that any man may 
purchase unreserved Crown lands, unless 
In each special case the government may 
discover some good reason in the public 
interest why he should not be allowed to 
do BA

Under the law as laid down by the 
Semlin cabinet of usurpers no man may 
purchase unreserved Crown lands in 
British Columbia until he first shows 
the Usurpers that there is some good 
reason satisfactory to them why he 
should be allowed to do so.

can say less in the ’ same number of 
words than Sir William it is “Jim” Hill. Caesar begins his commentaries with 

the observation that “ AH Gaul is 
divided into three parts.” The resem 
blance in this particular between thaï 
ancient country and the Grit party in 
British Columbia is evident to the most 
casual observer. That party is likewise 
divided into three parts, which are led 
respectively by Editor McLagan, Sena
tor Templeman and Attorney-General 
Martin. . An irreverent correspondent 
says that this division suggests the 
Worid, the Flesh and the Devil. Natur
ally Mr. McLagan suggests the World, 
and Senator Templeman is a gentleman 
of good-sized physique. But where 
does the third partner come in?

An ingenious cipher has been discov 
ered in connection with a recent bank 
robbery. Telegraphic messages were 
sent in plain words, but the first word 
was sent over the wire of one company 
and the next over the wire of another, 
the third over the first wire, the fourth 
over the second, one, and so one. The 
party receiving them simply had to read 
first one word from one message and 
the next from the other to find out what 
was meant. Each message by itself 
was meaningless, and of course would 
defy any expert in deciphering.

Like the C. P. R. president, he is an ex- 
ceUent listener. He will let you tell him 
all you want to say, but he never tells 
you what yon waât to know. The Seat
tle people used to interview him on every 
posssible occasion, and these were many.
He would hear them with becoming pa
tience, give some sort of Delphic reply, 
and then gently hint that it would be a 
good plan if the Seattle people would try 
and do something to help themselves.

If the people of this city, instead of 
looking for some good fairy in the guise 
of a railway president to come across lowing the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, and

after the wall had been destroyed, Baby
lon was a city with broad streets and 
houses of three and four stories.

This brief sketch shows that Nebu-

Applying the notice to sales other than 
those by way of pre-emption, it remains 
nnjnstifiahle. The News-Advertiser teUs 
us that the right to exercise discretion 
as to granting applications for the pur
chase of land was practically a dead 
letter under the late government This 
is not the ease. Onr contemporary says 
that in practice every application, ex
cept for reserved lands, was allowed. 
What says the law on this point? It will 
be found in sub-section 3 of section 29 
of the' Crown Lands act, which- reads 
thus:

The Chief Commissioner of Lands and 
Works after examination of the report 
of the survey, the field notes thereof, 
with the statutory declaration of the 
surveyor, and all other documents and1 
information in relation to the application, 
it satisfied with the information and that 
it is not contrary to the public interest 
that the sale should be made (but not 
otherwise) shall name the price, based 
upon the classification provided tor in the 
preceding sub-section, at which the land 
applied for may be sold to the applicant, 
and thereupon, but no sooner, the sale 
may be allowed to proceed.

This section gives the government all 
the authority which it possesses in the 
premises, and it is a right to decline to 
permit persons to purchase Crown lands 
under special circumstances. TtiE 
RIGHT TO REFUSE UNDER SPEC
IAL CIRCUMSTANCES IS NOT 
THE SAME AS THE RIGHT TO 
WITHHOLD ASSENT EXCEPT UN
DER SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. 
There to a real and important distinc
tion. The legislature has declared that 
any man may purchase Crown lands, af
ter complying with certain regulations, 
unless in the opinion of the government 
it is against public policy that he should 
be permitted to do dd. This to the law. 
Every British subject ^as his rights un
der. tâat law. He has a right to have 
the land, he wants and is ready to pay 
for, except its sale to him is not con
trary to the public interest. The late 
government acted on the law and refus-
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This is certainly a radical change. 
Some people would call it revolntion-; ary.

the mountains and shower down prosper
ity upon them, would get together and 
aee what they can do themselves to help 
themselves, they would be surprised how 
much they would find they might accom
plish. It to not necessary to make a 
great beginning. Co-operation ih efforts 
to promote business prosperity acts jnst 
like a stone thrown into the water. The 
circles continue to widen steadily. We 
have no suggestion cut and dried as to 
what the people should unite upon. The 
solution of the problem is not so easy 
that one can sit down at a desk and 
think it out in a quarter ef an hoer. 
Interchange of ideas to needed, 
very curious how few people only think 
part way to any conclusion. That to all 
that most of ns do. That is why, when 
a number of intelligent people get to
gether and thrash ont a subject, a wise 
conclusion is- usually reached, 
man thinks a part of the way to the best 
result. Twenty-five earnest determined 
men of business experience, if they would 
meet occasionally and consult together, 
could discover ways and means of giv
ing .Victoria such an impetus as it has 
not had in twenty-five years.

THE SEALING QUESTION.

Commenting upon an objection raised 
by the Hamilton Herald to the sale of 
the sealing fleet, that it will throw a 
number of persons out of employment, 
the Province says that there will be 
plenty of work for the men to do. We 
do not understand why the Province 
should take the trouble to say this. In 
the first place it is not true. There will 
be no work for very many of those 
who will be thrown out of employment if 
the schooners are sold. We refer now to 
the Indians, who form a considerable 
portion of the crews of the vessels. In 
the next place, if it were true, one would 
suppose that a British Columbia paper 
would be the last to endeavor to create 
the impression that the sale of the seal
ing craft and the extinction of the Indus
try would not be a lasting injury to the 
province. The Province and the 
tleman, whose mouthpiece on publie 
questions it to, would be better employ
ed in endeavoring to discover what can 
be done for the benefit of that portion 
of British Columbia which will be chiefly 
the loser in the event of the abandon
ment of pelagic sealing.

We feel that the position taken by the 
Colonist on this subject some time ago 
is the correct one. If for imperial rea
sons it is desirable that Canadians should 
give up the right to take seals upon the 
high seas, and if the United States gov
ernment wishes to secure the exclusive 
right for the enjoyment of its lessees,, 
let the right be leased from Canada for

chadnezzar’s capital was the seat of a 
civilization evolved through many more 
years than that which we enjoy to-day. 
It was the home of art and science. It 
had Its schools of philosophers. Its 
domestic affairs were managed with con
summate skill. What was the religion 
of its people? The question to not very 
easily answered. The learned men, who 
have deciphered the tablets found among 
the reins, give ns the names of many 
deities. For example, the greatest tem
ple in the city is said to have been dedi
cated- to Merodach, but Merodach can 
hardly be said to have been regarded as 
a divinity. The name is that of a fam
ily Of kings, who reigned about two 
hundred years before Nebuchadnezzar, 
and it to hardly possible that so great a 
monarch as the latter would have wor
shipped his predecessors whom he sur
passed in magnificence. It seems more 
probable that the relation which Mero
dach bore to the theology of Babylon 
was something like that of the saints to 
Christian theology, and that temples 
were erected in his honor as shrines are 
ereetéd in honor of the latter or great 
cathedrals are named after them. Ac
cording to the narrative given in the 
Book of Daniel, 'Nebuchadnezzar had 
very different 
Mgion to thqee dhtft *«* com
monly attributed to ancient nattons. We 
find him telllhg Daniel: *1 know that 
the spirit of the holy gods to in thee,”

m
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It is
A paragraph has already been printed 

about Major Marchand having offered 
the Khalifa three French flags, saying 
that if they were hoisted at Omdurman 
the British would not attack him. The 
Khalifa’a reply was not wired to Vic
toria, but it is given in other despatches 
as being to the effect that three Christian 
dogs had been sent against him; that he 
had killed one, namely Gordon, was 
about to kill the other, that to Kitchener, 
and would proceed to kill the other, 
namly, Marchand. It is a pretty story, 
whether it is true or not.

The effort of the Times to excuse the 
appointment of a Manitoba lawyer to 
the position of deputy attorney-general 
has the merit of saying all that can pos
sibly he said in favor of such a perform
ance, and that is that Mr. Martin pro
poses to revolutionize the department. 
He has certainly made a very revolu
tionary start. ..............

M
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gen-

Why does the News-Advertiser say 
that the opposition press desired to see 
the session of the legislature postponed 
until latest possible day? The com
plaint of the opposition press has been 
that the house was not called together 
long ago. What descendant of Ananias 
and Sapphira has control of orn
es teemed contemporary’s editorial col
umn?
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