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WAR QUITE PROBABLE,

Feeling in London That Spain May
Welcome It as a Desperate
Expedient.

Request for the Withdrawal of Uni-
ted States Consul Lee from
Havana.

New York, March 7.—The Evening
Post of this evening has the following
copyrighted cablegram from its London
correspondent: ‘“Special inquiries in
official and financial circles to-day show
that of the many grave international
difficulties pending in China, Japan,
west Africa, the Nile and elsewhere, the
most serious view is taken at tie
moment of the American-Spanish tern-
gion. At the United States and Spanish
embassies the utmost reticence, of
course, i8 observed. They pretend - to
know nothing, and it is noteworthy
in view of reports that the
Armstrongs have eold cruisera to Spain,
that the Armstrongs have given express
directions that no questions are to be
answered respecting their dealings with
British or following governments. What
cannot be denied is that the Armstrongs
have had relations with Spain since
1886, have built several cruisers to
Spain’s orders and now have vessels on
the stocks.that could be sold if the
money were forthcoming.

¢ Is it French money that is helping
Spain? Two of the first financial houses
were agked this question this afternoon,

Their reply was grouped thus: Nothing
of the kind is definitely arranged; and
seeing that there are large French finan-
cial interests in Spain, French financiers
will be most anxious to keep Spain from
war. But it is equally certain that if
Spain should decide that war, however
desperate, is the only escape from the
growing financial muddle at home,
Paris, and not London would be the
quarter whence money would be sought
and bevond doubt obtained. As yet,
however, nothing has been definitely
settled.

‘“The fact probably is that Spain is
anxzious to buy cruisers and the Arm-
strongs are ready to sell if they can see
money. The French financiers are not
eager to advance the necessary money go
long as by holding back they can assist
the cause of peace.”

W ASHINGTON, March 7.—Senator Hale,
chairman of the committee on naval af-
fairs and also chairman of the sub-com-
mittee on appropriations, said that be-
fore the Cannon bill had been introduced
in the house he had suggested to Secre-
tary Long the advisability of making the
purchase of any supplies which might be
considered necessary in the event of war
with the understanding that the funds
for them would be provided by
congress. The sentator said that
large quantities of coal had already been

oPractically secured for shipment to Key
‘West and he had no doubt that the sec-
retary would extend this policy by con-
tracting for war supplies ,and ammuni-

~tion if necessary: 7 "ttt

1 hardly think, however,”” he said.
“that it will become necessary, for I
hope that there will be no war. Fur-
thermore, I douht the report that Spain
has purchased war ships. But as it may
be true, no precaution will be
left untaken by this country to
insure. a  proper protection of
our interests in any contingency.
1 have agreed with those who have ad-
vised against special appropriation bills
for the purchase of supplies, because I
think the secretary has sufficient
authority now to make any purchase
necessary.’’

Maprip, March 7.—The details of
Spain’s request that the United States
government recall General Fitzhugh Lee
from his post as consul-general of the
lD’nited States at Havana reads as fol-
ows:

* The United States minister General
Stewart L. Woodford had a conference
at the Spanish foreign minister’s office
on Thursday last with Senor Gullon, the
minister for foreign affairs and an offi-
-cial of ministry for foreign affairs, who
acted as interpeter. Senor Gullon ex-
pressed the desire of the Spanish govern-
ment that General Lee be recalled as
proof of the good will of the United

States.” General Woodford cabled
immediately to Washington on  the
subject and the reply of the
United States governmeut  was

comimunicated to Senor Gullonon Satur-
day. Some of the Spanish provincial
papers referred to the matter yesterday,
but the newspapers of Madrid have not
‘made any-reference to it.”

Ontario Elections.

ToroNTO, March 7.—(Special)—The
Mail says that Nipissing will probably
go Conservative on a re-count, as there
were several irregularities. A re-count
in West Elgin was started this morning.
A re-count in West York will be held on
Wednesday. Complete returns from
Rainy River district in West Algoma
Pozkes Mr.Conmee’s total majority about
<200, %

CONVICT KILLS HIS WIFE.

He Was Serving Time for Assaulting' Her
When the Forgiving Woman Came
to Visit the Brute.

New York, March 5.—Adrian Braun,
-a convict in Sing Sing prison murdered
his wife who was paying him a visit at
the prison this afternoon. Braun is a
«German, 35 years of age, and a cigar-
‘maker.

He was sentenced on August 31 of last
year to serve a two yvears’ sentence for
assault in the second degree, and was
received at Sing Sing on September 1.
He was convicted of having beaten his
wife, but notwithstanding this Mrs.
Braun forgave her husband and ex-
pressed great sorrow because of his im-
prisonment.

Mrs. Braun decided to vigit her hus-
band this afternoon and arrived at the
prison at 3:20, When the two met they
kissed each other and were very friend-

ly. Then they sat for half an hour con-
versing only a few feet away from the
desk of Detective Jackson, who was
present. 3

Finally detective Jackson finformed
Braun that his time was up, but Braun

pleaded for a little time longer, saying:
‘“Can’t we have a few mingte’s m{)re%’
Because of the trouble Mrs, Braun had
taken to pay her husband a visit, the
plea was granted.

Pxesentl_y Braun raised his arm and
the detective saw the glitter of a long
thin knife. Braun brought it down with
fearful force against the left side of his
wife’s neck. One cut severed the great
blood vessel and almost instantly the
woman was dead.

Detective Jackson sprang upon Braun,
but the convict had time to gash the
woman’s head several times more. Two
other convicts who were in the corridor
came to the detective’s assistance and
the murderer was subdued. oy

PUBLIC MORALS.

Municipal Bylaws No Good Since the Crimi-
‘nal Code Applies.

MoxtrEAL, March 7.—(Special)—In
the Recorder’s court, Recorder de Mon-
tigny dismissed the action against mem-
bers of the Black Crook Extravaganza
company, who were urrested at the Thea-
tre Royal in the middle of a performance
on the allegation that the play was im-
moral. He held that bylaw under which
they were arrested, is ultra vires, the
criminal code covering such cases.

i i S
MANITOBA AND NORTHWEST.

Major Evans Appointment Popular—Waives
Extradition—New Block,

WinNreeGg, March 7.—(Special)—The
gelection of Major Evans, of the Winni-
peg Dragoons, to lead the Canadian
military expedition to the Yukon, is
very popular here. Members of the
Royal Canadian Dragoons here are sup-
posed to be under orders to be ready for
immediate transfer.

Captain Nellis, of Toronto Dragoons,
has been appointed to fill the place of
Captain Gardiner as lieutenant of the
Royal Canadian Dragoons here. )

Thos Tebbet, held at Regina for ex-
tradition for frauds at Boston, waived
extradition in court today and will be
taken to the boundary via the Soo Line.

A block to cost $120,000 will be erected
on the site of Mclntyre block, destroyed
by fire.

NEWS OF VANCOUVER.

“General Fairchild” Mnte' Drowned—Fined
for Illicit Possession of Still.

VANCOUVER, March 7,—(Special)—
Word has arrived by the Aorangi that
Capt. Veal, first mate of the ship General
Fairchild, eailing from this port to
Sydney, was washed overboard and
drowned.

Demartigny, the Montreal man who
was taking the still to Klondike when it
was seized at Victoria, was fined $200 to-
day. He paid it.

Manager Jamieson announced ‘* stand-
ing room only ”’ at the theatre box pffice
on Saturday night, but the crowd con-
tinued to come in for twenty minutes
after. The show was that of the‘*1492”’
company. Vancouver is sustaining its
reputation as a good show town.

Two expresses arrived last evening,
having been delayed by a washout at
Thompson’s Landing.

A burglar named Beadoin, who was
caught to-day after a desperate chase, in
which four shots were fired before he
threw up his bands, was to-day given
six months for vagrancy to give the
l;:olice time to make a case out against

im,

Drowned.

ToroNTo, March 7.—(8 pecial)—Thos.
McDonald and daughter, aged 13, were
drowned on Saturday n- ar the island by
the capsizing of their canoe.

Big Seizure.

MonTrEAL, March 7.—(Special)—Cus-
toms officers at Quebec have seized
$4,000 worth "of hardware and fancy
goods, the property of several Syrian
peddlers who were recently in trouble
here. It is claimed that the goods were
entered greatly under proper valuation.

FARMERS’ INSTITUTE.

One Organized at Port Haney and First
Officers Elected.

CHILLIWACK, March 5.—A Farmers’
Institute was organized in the munici-
pal hall, Port Haney, on the 26th ult.
On arrival of the deputy minister of
agriculture Reeve Blackstock was called
to the chair. Mr, Marker gave a lecture

upon stock feeding. Mr. J. R. Anderson
also addressed the meeting. Both gen-
tlemen were the recipients of a hearty
vote of thanks for their valuable assist-
ance. The officers for the year are: W.
J. Harris; vice-president, John Laity;
secretary-treasurer, J. M. Webster; di-
rectors, Hector Ferguson, Mosges Ball,
Donald McLean, Henry Dawson and E.
A. Atkins; auditors, Paul Murray and
J. W. White. The next meeting will be
held at Hammond on 3lst March at 2
p.m. and directors’ meeting at 10 a.m.
same date. Essays, lectures, etc., will
be delivered by local talent, and ladies
are specially invited to attend.

TaE appeal of defendant in Gordon v.
City of Victoria opened yesterday before
the Full court, but was adjourned until
to-day owing to the death of the Chief
Justice. This appeal is from the judg-
ment of the Chief Justice
against Mrs. Gordon, who brought
suit against the eity for damages in con-
sequence of the death of her busband in
the Point Ellice bridge accident. Tbe
chief ground is that the judgment was
not in accord with the findings of the
jury. Messrs. Charles Wilson,- Q.C.,
and Lindley Creace for appellant, plain-
tiff; Mesers. W. J. Taylor, R. Cassidy
and C. Dubois Mason for the city.

WmriaM MAckENzig, a famous
Scottish baritone, and Miss Jessie Qlo-
ver, an equally popular Caledonian
entertainer, have arrived here from a
successful Australian tour, and are ar-
ranging for a local appearance under the
auspices of the Scottish societies.

W. N. McKendrick, of 8t. Louie, has
a watch charm made from the bell that
sounded the first alarm in the great Chi-
cago fire of 1871.

FREE TO LADIES.

one lady in each town or vill
a vf?u"m" givé case o?L UXURA, the only
TM*“ article in the world that will develop the
bust or any part of the female form, remove

MANY MINERS CALL

The Custom House Has Anoth¢r Busy
and Very Remunerative
Day.

In the Path of a Waterspout—The
Big Ningchow Excites
Admiration.

There was much excitement along the
waterfront yesterday and on Sunday oc-
casioned by the incoming and outgoing
of vessels of the northern fleet. Con-
siderable commotion in the upper harbor
was created by the work on the Com-
monwealth and Ningchow, on each of
which thousands of dollars are being ex-
pended to put them in condition for ser-
vice. Atthe lower wharves to the south
of the E. & N. bridge was the following
fleet: The Muriel awaiting orders, with
flag at half mast out of respect to her
former owner, Mr. John Rood; the

Tees, Princess Lonise and Danube, just
down from the North, having arrived

in the order named; the Charm-
er and Willapa, the Ilatter just
in from the West Coast.. Far-

ther along the water front at the
Custom House was to be found the most
interesting scene of all. Hundreds of
prospective miners swarmed the build-
ing all day long for Canadian miners’
licenses, and after the Queen arrived
from the Sound during the fore part of
the afternoon the crowd stretched from
the corridor of the customs building
half way up Broughton street to Govern-
ment. The rush for licenses was
brought about by those of the north
bound fleet—the Centennial, Queen and
Heuneme—being in port together on
their way to Skagway and Dyea from
the Sound. ' These ships were all at the
outer wharf and of the three
but one was subject to inspection
in compliance to the new Canadian
steamboat regulations. This was the
Centennial, she being a new boat to this
port and having cargo and passengers to
take on here. The Queen accepted noti-
fication. In explanation of this, Steam-
boat Inspector Thompson yesterday
stated that with vessels like the Queen,
well known in port, the regulations will
not be enforced as strictly as with tramp
ships or strangers—that is the former
wili be given notice. The Heueneme
eacaped 1nasmuch as she had nothing or
no one to take on. here. She had 250
tons of hay, coal and lumber cargo; 76
horses and 40 passengers. This i8 the
fourth trip North for the Heneneme. On
her last trip she collided with a
Japanese liner doing $11,000 worth of
damage. The Queen had a tremendous
crowd of miners on board, it being esti-
mated that in all she carried 670 pas-
sengere. In the number were many
women who were garbed as were the
men in typical miners’ dress, and who,
in most cases, were accompaning their
husbands North prepared to face the
rigors of winter and all other hardships
in the search for gold. The Centennial
will not sail until Wednesday, being de-
layed through the inspection that is
being made on her. 8he will carry over
450 passengers North, 200 being booked
from this city and Seattle, the others
being from Portiand.
CAPTAIN LANGLEY’'S HEROISM. /

Four days and nine hours is the ex-
ceptionally quick time which the tug
Lorne, Oaptain Wallace Langley, made
on her return trip between Skagway and
Departure Bay, with the big dismasted
bark Richard III in tow. The tug ar-
rived home yesterday, leaving the
Richard III at Departure Bay for ccal.
Captain Langley states that on the
up trip the tug made fairly goody
time until within forty-five miles
of Skagway where the big storm of a few
weeks ago struck the steamer and her
tow with terrific force.  Henry bay was
made for shelter, the place being noted
according to the Alaska Pilot for

the absence of shoreward winds.
The publication, however, was
wrong for once, and daring the

heaviest of the storm the Lorne dragged

both anchors when having all
cable out. The steamer for six
days was wind-bound an experience

which, in the words of Capt. Langley,
was a veritable ‘* Waterloo,”” and an ex-
perience, aleo, which the tug in all her
service as a tugboat has never previously
gone through. Proceeding to Skagway,
the Lorne was the first steamer to arrive
there in seven days. While in port a
regretable accident, ending tatally, oc-
curred to one of the crew of the Richard
III, Joseph McDonald. The deceased
was overhauling the cat-fall when the
chain stopper gave way allowing the
anchor to drop into the water, and also
striking him on the head and knocking
him overboard. Captain Langley was
in the water in a moment and had a
rope around the luckless man’s body in
short order, but death had already come
as a result of the blow. The deceased
had been in Nova Scotia an old college
chum of Captain Langley’s, and the ac-
cident was, therefore, particularly dis-
tressing to the captain. An inquest was
held in the case yesterday, when a
verdict of accidental death was re-
turned.

THE city is still crowded with those
anxious to get to the Eldorado of the
North. ‘¢ Victoria,”” says Dr. W. J.
Aisbitt (who is head of a party of six
from Los Angeles) ** is the best place by
all means to outfit in. We save at least
45 per cent. here. At Seattle you are
approached on the street and generally
forced into the outfitting stores. Here
we are received in a courteous and busi-
nesslike manner, which I assure you I
appreciate.”’ At the Queen’s three of
Dr, Aisbitt’s party are quartered. There
is also a party of five from Fall River—
J. Migraw, F. Migraw, M. Curran, A.
Winterbolt and J. Eckersby. At the
Occidental are: E. M. Dickey, Santa
Barbara, and Charles D. Stewart, of San
Diego. At the Dominion are found:
H. Jank, D. Golden, P. Ekrib, J. Mec-
Eachran and F. Harper,gawaiting the
sailing of the Danube. . C. Lambert
and party will also eail on the same boat ;
they outfitted in Montreal. In conver-
sation, Mr. Lambert sayvs: ‘‘ Things are
much the same here.” They were led
to believe they could do much better in
Montreal than at Victoria.

The khedive of Egypt has a private
zoological collection. He calls most of
the animals after personsand potentates

kles, etc. Write to-day for it. G. M, WIG-

wrin 3
GIN,1 12 NW 2x% § nd Stroe}, Hew York,

whom he dislikes.

THE COPPER MARKET.

Prices the Highest for Many Months Owing
to Electrical and Military Demand.

The copper market should have a spe-
cial interest for Victorians, in view of
the extent of the deposits on this islard
awaiting development. It is good news
locally therefore that at last week copper
reached in New York the highest p-ice
for many months. A despatch stating
this proceeds: * Copper brokers say that
the advance is due to a general heavy
demand in both domestic and foreign,
Foreign stocks are now only 29,000 tons,
which is less than ever known betore in
the history of the copper trade. Much
of the metal now being exported is used
for the manufacture of ammunition for
European armies and there is a constant
demand in this baanch of the trade.”

“Itis more than a year since Lake
copper was quoted as high as it is to-
day. The market in January, 1897,
opened with a firm tendency, and Lake
was quoted at 1134c. The demand was
steady, especially from abroad, and
prices advanced during the month until
12 cents was reached which was the
highest price of the year. It was maic-
tained during the greater part of Feb-
ruary, but eased off a few points in
March. The average price for 1897 was
11.29¢.

“Tne output of copper last year was
475,338,340 pounds, an increase of nearly
8,000,000 pounds over that of 'the
previous year. Montana mines
farnished 47 per cent. of the out-
put, Michigan 31 per cent. Ari-
zona 16.5 per cent.,and all other sources
5.5 per cent. Copper production in the
United States increased 35 per cent. in
the four years ending with the close of
1897.

““The great increase in electrical work
throughout the world during late years
has had a tendency to keep the price of
copper firm, and there is no indication
that the demand from that source will
glacken. Electric railwayg and theelec-
tric transmission of power are making
rapid advances which implies greater
consumption of copper. An item of less
importance but tending in the same di-
rection is the substitution of copper for
iron wires on telegraph lines.”

THE SKAGWAY PLAGUE.

Captain Meyer Says It is Very Real—News
From the Gold Fields.

“The people at Skagway are dying
like flies,”’ said Captain Meyer, of the
C.P.N. steamship Danube, when that
vessel arrived from the North yesterday.

“That is abont all the news there is
to tell this time,’’ he continued, *“ and I
don’t-suppose it is very new now, either.
Nothing developed on the Danube’s trip
that would interest newspaper readers.
In fact the voyage was absolutely un-
eventful except that we had a death on
board coming back, losing Coles, one of
the men in the steward’s department.’”’

There appears to be some curious fatal-
ity in connection with this branchof the
C.P.N. eervice of late. Coles is the third
employee in the stewards’ department
that has died within a week., His fatal
illness was believed by his messmates to
be in the nature of pneumonia. They
are now convinced, however, that it was
cerebro spinal meningitis, for all the
symptoms of the Skagway plague were
present in the case—the chill, the excru-
ciating headache, the affections of the
brain, the spotting and discoloration of
the gkin, and the very sudden death—
for poor Coles did not live more than
sixty hours after first complaining of the
illness that carried him off.

His mother, who had cyme down to
the wharf at the sound of the Danube’s
whistle to welcome home her boy, was
completely prostrated by the news of his
death, her grief being pitiable in the ex-
treme. Coles was a Victoria boy and
well known among the maritime com-
maunity.

Of the Danube passengers little is to
be written, for they are few in number:
Fred. Nichols from Dawson City, John
Laumei-ter of Skagway, Captain Cates,
Al. Bartlett and Mrs. Bowman. Nichols
claims to be the last man out from Daw-
son, and aleo asserts that practically all
who intend coming out before epring un-
locks the river highway, are now on the
Coast.

Hig principal news is of a strike on
Rosebud creek, fifty-three miles up the
river from Dawson and not far from
Sixty-Mile, where several prospectors,
delayed on their way into the Klondike
district, found promising colors. They
promptly proclaimed the new creek the
greatest thing on earth, with the result
that a stampede set in from both above
and below—500 men at a low estimate
burryving forward at the risk of [rost-
bites and hunger to stake and record
claims on the as yet absolutely un-
prospected river. As Rosebud creek
is almost 25 miles long it could not be
exhausted 88 quickly as other streams
made famous in former stampedes.
When Nichols came on to the Coast,
however, it was all occupied, and the
government had reaped a harvest in
record fees.

The creek looks promising according
to old miners, but it will take intelli-
hent prospecting to disclose its actual
value. As yet no bedrock prospecting
has been done.

A LARGE stable on the Haggarty estate,
near the corner of Yates and Vancouver
streets, came very near to being destroyed
by fire last night. At 9:30 o’clock a
pedestrian passing the place noticed fire
issuing from a little room on the ground
floor, and turning in box 34 brought the
fire department to the sceme in short
order. The blaze was extinguished be-
fore any particular damage was done,
and ‘an examination of the premises
showed that the excelsior in an old
mattress had been used to light the fire,
a trail of the tell-tale stuff leadiag to
where the blaze originated. It is pre-
sumed that some children playing about
the barn are responsible for the fire.
The building has not been occupied for
some time.
e e

The fjellyﬁah has no teeth but uses
himself as if he were a piece of paper
when hungry, getting his food and then
wrapping himself about it.

London’s big fire has led the county
council to authorize an increase in ex-
penditures of nearly a million dollars
right away and to add $125,000 a year to
the estimates.

Waterproof mackinaws
with or without hood. B.

o

Wllhams & Co.

HON. THEODORE DAVIE, C. J.

.

CHIEF JUSTICE DAVIE.

The Well Known Jurist and Ex-
Premier Dies Suddenly of
Heart Failure.

A Self-Made Man of Great Energy
and Determination, to Whom
the Provinece Uwes Muech.

After twelve months’ familiarity with

the fact that death might claim
him at any moment, during
which time he continued his

judicial and other labors with un-
wearied energy, Hon. Theodore Davie,
chief justice and ex-premier of British
Columbia, died yesterday morning, of
valvular disease of the heart.

He was at the time in his room at St.
Joseph’s hospital, where he had made
his home since learning that his case
was hopeless, and was employing the
half-hour after breakfast in playing with
his little daughter. He quite realized
its meaning when the stroke came,
ringing the bell for his personal attend-
ant, and kissing his little girl good bye.
He was dead, however, almost as soon
as the attendant entered from an ad-
joining room, and before the priest,
summoned in haste, could reach the
hospital.

Courts and legislature immediately
adjourned, each with expressions of ap-
preciaiion of the dead man’s masterful
characteristics, while flags are at half
mast ‘throughout the entire province,
and the funeral on Friday will be a pub-
lic one, a8 in the case of Sir Matthew
Baillie Begbie, whom Mr. Davie suc-
ceeded as Chief Justice.

Theodore Davie will be remembered as
the most energetic practical statesman
British Colnmbia has yet produced—a
politician of great mental capacity,excep-
tional activity and inflexible deter-
mination. He was at the time of his
death but 46 years of age; while it is a
peculiar coincidence that his demise
should have occurred in March—this
being also the month of his birth, of his
coming to America, of the winning of his
first notable legal battle, and of his ele-
vation to the position that he held at the
time of his demise.

The late Hon. Mr. Davie will be re-
rmembered in his professional career
chiefly by his remarkable battle to save
his client Sproule from the gallows, this
notable criminal case first demonstrat«
ing to the public the dogged determina-
tion of the coming premier and chief
justice, who in that defence exhausted

ractically every resource of Canadian
aw in averting the fatal day which
came at last to Sproule. The new par-
liament buildings endure as a monu-
ment to the deceased gentleman’s states-
manship, while it was gratifying also to
him that he lived to see the completion
and operation of another work of his
later years in which he had felt keenest
interest—the revision and consolidation
of the statutes of British Columbia, put
in force by the Lieutenant-Governor’s
assent on Friday last.
At the time of his death he cherished
one ambition it is said, and not more
than two months ago had in this cénnec-
tion said to an old friend that he would
die happy if he could but seethe issues
between the city of Victoria and the
victims of the Point Ellice bridge disas-
ter fairlyand equally adjusted without
reference to the processes of the courts.
——

A SELF-MADE MAN.

Brief Sketch of the Active and Eventfal
Career of the Late Chief
Justice.

Though long expected, death came
suddenly to the Chief Justice, for but an
hour before he was amusing himself with
his children, feeling better than for a
long time past. He had been suffering
for some time with valvular disease of
the heart, and knowing the feeble hold
he had upon life he had been living at
the St. Joseph’s hospital, where he could
receive all the attention possible. Feeble
in health though he was, his mental
vigor was unimpared and he practically
died in harness. In fact on Saturday he
spoke cheerily of taking his place on the
bench at the Supreme court sitting on
Mouday. Yesterday morning he rose
early and had breakfast about eight
o’clock with one of his little daughters.
Later he saw Rev. Father Nicolaye
and chatted pleasantly with him.
At a quarter past eleven he requested
his little girl to ring the bel: summoning
an attendant, who upon entering was
asked by the Chief Justice to help him
across to the lounge. Assistance was
summoned and a message sent fora
priest, but in five minutes the Chief
Justice was dead.

Thus came the close of a busy life, for
the inan was one to whom work seemed
a pleasure. He was never idle, and in

fact it cannot be doubted that 1t was hie
bhard work that had much to dowith the
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shortenicg of life’s span. And so passes
from the scene of activity one who had
borne an active part in the political life
o{ this province, and one whose name
will always have a prominent place in
the pages of British Columbia history.

Theodore Davie was a young man to
hold the eminent positions that he
did, for to very, very few men is it given
to be premier of a Canadian province
and a chief justice at the age of forty-
gix. The eminence which the man
attained is a striking illustration of his
indomitable energy, He was a man

bound to rise in whatever walk of life he
might have chosen, for after all hard
work and unremitted attention to busi-
ness is the surest road to success, when
with it a man is gifted with ability to
lead and a mind of his own—which
qualifications Theodore Davie possessed
in marked degree.

He was born in March 1852, at Brix-
ton, Surrey, so that he was exactly 46
years of age. As a youngster he was
filled with a great longing for the sea,
and ran away from home in the approv-
ed way that lads of adventure seem to
prefer. However one voyage satisfied him
he used to say laughing, and so he found
that he was not *‘cut out for a sailor.”
His father and dbrothers having come to
British Columbia, Theodore followed
them when he was fifteen years of age.
His father was the late Dr. J. C. Davie,
and there seemed to have been a pen-
chant in the family towards politics, for
the father became a member of the legis-
lature; then his brother, Hon. A. E. B.
Davie, was later premier of the province,
and Theodore succeeded his brother as
attorney-general, and became premier
before retiring to take the elevated posi-
tion of Chief Justice of British Columbia
in March, 1895. Theodore Davie studied
law in the office of Mr. Robert Bishop,
one of the earliest members of the
bar in Victoria. From here he went to
Cassiar to practice in 1874, a year after
becoming a barrister. He spent some
time amid the scenes incident to the
gold excitement in that portion of the
province, and returned four years later
to Victoria, where he took up practice,
Here he soon obtained a reputation as &
skilful lawyer and a hard fighter, espegi-
ally in criminal cases.

Having attained success in his chosen
profession, Mr, Davie next turned his
attention to politics, and in 1882 was
elected as a member for Victoria in sup-
port of the Smythe government, after-
wards suprorting his brother, Hon. A,
E. B. Davie, who became Premier upon
the death of Mr. Smythe, Again, in
1886, he was elected, and three years
later he was selected as Attorney-Gen-
eral in the cabinet of the late Hon. John
Robson, sitting a8 member for Cow-
ichan. Mr. Davie soon showed himself a
leader, a man who could hit hard and
overcome opposition by determination
and strength of purpose. When he once
made up his mind on any position he
stuck to it, and usually carried his point.

When Hon. Mr. Robson died in 1892
Mr. Davie suecceeded him as premier,
and perhaps the best instance of making
up his mind to act in the face of oppo-
sition when he considered himself in
the right, was his energetic action in
connection with the smallpox epidemic
in Victoria. In all this active political
life he still kept one of the largest prac-
tices at the bar, and in epite of his many
duties, so hard working was he
that he never allowed either the busi-
ness of the country to suffer by his
law practice or his clients to suffer by
stress of public affairs. He was a busy,
masterful man, working early and late
and withal a man devoted to his family
and his friends. No matter how busy
he never repelled his little ones from his
presence, but had the happy knack of
writing away apparently absorbed in a
difficult case or some 1mportant public
business while his little ones hung
around him or climbed over him in the
most unconcerned fashion of happy
childhood.

Perhaps the most important of his
later cases was that of Stroebel charged
with murder, against whom Mr. Davie
ag attorney general represented the
Crown. The evidence was circumstantial
and there was great variety of opinion
as to Stroebel’s guilt or innocence. Mr.
Davie, convinced of the man’s guilt, ob-
tained a second trial, Shoebel was con-
victed, and made a full confession before
going to the gallows. ;

The arduous and never-ceasing labor
of keeping up with public business and
attending to his practice as well finally
began to have its effect, and Zr. Davie’s
health suffered. On the death of Chief
Justice Begbie, Mr. Davie was appoint-
ed to the position in March, 1896, took
his seat as Chief Justice of British Co-
lumbia, so it will be seen that March
was an eventful month in his career.
Born in March, made Chief Justice in
the same month, and now his death oc-
cuars in the month of March.

' From this time on the health of the
Chief Justice failed rapidly. Warned
by his physicians that unless he rested
he would not live long, he consented to
take short trips away in search of health
that could not be regained. The death
of his wife to whom he was devoted, was
also a severe blow a year or more ago
and since then he has seemed to fade
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rapidly. 8till he never allowed his ill
health to interfere with duty, and to the
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ast he kept up with his judicial work.

And so passes away & Vigorous oppon=
lent, a public spirited citizen, a good
friend to those who kmew him best.
Though not free from financial troub-
les, he ever was ready to aid
the needy and many a man
has cause to remember with gratitude
the ready assistance given in time of
need, not ostentatiously, but with an
off-handed heartiness which seemed to
say that the giver was glad to do the
gervice and did not want anything said
about it.

In 1884 Mr. Davie married Alice
Mary, daughter of Captain Gregory
Yorke, and a sister of Mr. F.
M. Yorke, of this city. Mrs.
Davie, as already stated, died somewhat
over a year ago. There aresix children,
three girls, the eldest now at school in
Belgium, the others living in Victoria,
The Chief Justice leaves three brothers,
Dr.J. C. Davie, of this city, and Mr.
Horace Davie and another brother at
Duncan. A sister, Miss Davie, now in
California, algo survives him.

The arrangements for the funeral are
not yet known but no doubt it will be a
public one as was the case when Chief
Justice Begbie died. The flags on all
the public buildings, the shipping, and
many private ones were at half-mast
yesterday out of respect to the dead.

—_——
IN TOKEN OF KESPECT.

Legislature, Courts and City Council Ad
journ With Expressions of Regret.

When Mr. Speaker had taken his chair
in the local legislature yesterday, and
prayers had been read by Rev. Dr. Wil-
son,

Premier Turner roge and eaid: *“ Mr,
Speaker, and gentlemen of the legisla-
latare, I suppose that you all know that
our late premier of the province and
chief justice died thismorning. I think,
pir, that it is due to his memory that
this house should at once adjourn
for one day as a mark of respect to the
memory of the man who sat with us for
several years as a colleague—I speak
now for the members oi the government
—and for many years a8 a representa-
tive in this house. I think, sir, that he
wasg known to almost everyome in the
province as a man of great determina-
tion and purpose; a man who never
stopped any work that he had taken in
hand until it was carried through to
completion. He was a thorough worker
in every sense of the term—always
ready for any labor, that he might carry
through anything he had undertaken.
He had in a marked degree that spirit of
¢ fight,”” I might almost call it, that is
characteristic of the race from which he
came, and that carried him through all
his undertakings in the public in-
terest. I feel that the entire pro-
vince will join with this house in
such a tribute of respect as we now pro-
pose to pay by adjourning this house
until to-morrow in respect to the
memory of our late premier and chief
justice. I am sure that the leader of
the opposition entirely agrees with me
in respect to this, and I trust that all
members of the house will join in a
unanimous resolution to adjourn.’’

Mr. Semlin, in supporting the adjourn-
ment moved by the Premier, said: * In
behalf of the members on this side of the
house, I may say that we are very de-
sirous of paying any tribute of respect to
the memory. of the late chief justice.
While we ,on this side of the house
never agreed’ in politics with the late
Chief Justice while he was a8 member
che house, we have ever been willing to
acknowledge the great industry, the de=
termination of character,and the mental
ability of the man. We therefore readily
agree to the proposal to adjourn thq
nouse until to-morrow.’

The house then ad;curned,

The Fall court yesterday had just
asgembled when the news came of the
Chief Justice’s death. Sir Henry Oreasé
announced this to the court, which out
Sf respect immediately adjourned till to-

ay.

The city council also adjourned their
business meeting last evening untll
next .Monday, out of respect to the
memory of the dead Chief Justice. This
was at the suggestion of Mayor Redfern
who before any business was taken
up, referred to the death of OChief
Justice Davie, who had been, the Mayor
recalled, for some years a representative
of the City of Victoria in the legislatare,
and to whom the city was mainly in-
debted for the magnificent buildings
at James Bay. Chief Justice Davie
bad by his own efforts at-
tained to the honorable position of
Premier of the province and later to
that of Chief Justice and it would, he
thonght, be a fitting mark of respect to
his memory for the council to adjourn.
Ald. Hall at once rose and moved
the adjournment. It was only fit-
ting, he held, that the repre-
entatives of the city should show
their respect to the memory of OChief
Justice Davie, for as the Mayor had said
it was largely due to him that the new
parliament buildings had been erected.
Ald. Williams in seconding this reso-
lation was sure he voiced the feelings
of the citizens of Victoria in
saying that the city owed much to
the late Chief Justice, who had always
done what he could to advance the in-
terests of Victoria.

The council then adjourned until next
Monday evening. :

The B.C. Law Society were to have
held their annual meeting yesterday
forenoon, but when the news came of
the Chief Justice’s death the meeting
adjourned and met again in the evening
only to puss a resolution of condolence.
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