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Pipes in Parliament.

RUMOURS OF THE COMMONS’
SMOKING-ROOM.

The new Member of Parliament
pon makes himself at home in the
mtensive quarters of tlie Palace of
Vest er which. are devoted. ex-

flusively to the Commons. First of

¢ bers, Conservatives and upholders of

all the traditions.

Not only did they regard him with
a fixed, stony stare, but one of them
demanded to know, with mingled pain
and indignation in his voice, whether
he was aware that his conduct was
wholly “out of order.” *“I think it is
in order,” was the Radical’s reply;
“but in my case I don’t greatly care.”

ill, he secures his own partlcularj‘
the | very well be an appeal to the Speaker have been worried over in the House

the  en the point of order, and, as is the | must on no account be repicked in the

overcoat and hat in

, to which purpose

beautiful St. Stephen’s Cloisteuv-

art of the ancient Houges of. Paflia-

ment which survived the destruc-
ve fire of 1824—hag’ hem turned

TY"E‘ new

tse of one of the-long rows of lock-|

s, or presses, in the eerridors im-
mediately surrounding’ the Chaniber,
for storing boocks andl papers; ‘strolls
pn the Terrace™By the river, treats
imself to a pinch of snuff from the
filver box in charge
Recper of the House of Commons,

#hich is kept replenished by a vote,x

pt £5 a year from the Exchequer;
fd writes letters on theé
futionery of the House to relatives
md friencs, giving his first impress-
ns of life at St. Stephen’s.

: An Unwritien Law.

SBut it is the Smoking-Room that
B new member will in time pro-.
@im to be the most interesting
flace. He may smoke a pipe there.;
Mat, it may be thought, is a thing
at goes without saying. -But it is
very ‘long ago when. by
E%ritten custom, strictly observec}.
Bly a cigar dared be smoked in the ,
fecincts of the House of Commons.
0 story goes that 1t ‘whs & new,
lember—a  Radical’ in nohties—‘&lm
introauced t!i& ' demoeratic, m
eau) to the scandal ot,

WL S0 very,

memket -alao obtains thei

Iouﬁ-lookmg policeman
of the door-:

official |

That settled it. Therc could not

way in Parliament, once a precedent
is set, it is followed by those who
'like it, without any breach of deco-
rum.

So there are pipe members and
cigar merabers. One = night, in the
passage outsido the  Smoking*Room,
the extraordinary spectacle was pre-
sented of two members with their
' coats off, ard for an instant, an anxi-
standing be-
tween them. The membérs had been
in the lavatory together, washing their
hands, and by a mischance changed
coats.

No Fight.

One of them, puiting his hand in

| his coat pocket, found a briar pipe

which was not his.. Looking at his
coat and ther at his companion’s, he
guessed what Lad happened, and ap-
'ologetically explained the situation.
“rry if you do not find a cigar-cdse
ln that right-hand pocket,” he said.
“Qo there is,” rcplied the other. “Let
us change here.” 1t was at this point
! that the policeman made ‘his appear-
ance. Seeing the t?vo members facing
each other and taking off their coats,
| he naturally feered the worst, and,
placing a big hand on the shoulder of
' euch, exclaimed: “Gentlemen, gentle-
men! Not here, please!” :
l The old constable might have guess-

'ed that two members going to the

Snioking-Room couldn’t possibly have
any design of assault and battery on
one another. The Smoking-Room is

! the temple of conciliation, harmony,

and companionship between the var-
ied types of members of different
political opinions who foregather
there. The one supreme rule of con-
duct among Parliamentary smokers is
that a bone of contention which may

Smoking-Room.

He Stops Suicides.

AND SOMETIMES GETS ABUSED
FOR IS PAINS,

One of the most interesting figures
on the Thamesside is Mr. Reuben
Hopkins, the well.-known pberman at
‘Westminister.

He has just added to his already
lengthy list of rescues by bringing in
a wouli-be suicide who had jumped
into the gray river waters that swirl
about Westminister Bridge. For-
tunately, Mr. Hopkims happened to
be on the look-oui, as he nearly al-
ways is, with the result that the man’s
life was saved.

Hopkins has lived and worked so
long by the river that he can be said
to be almost part of it. At the early
age of six he was diving into the
muddy creeks fcr coins thrown by
amused visitors; then, when he was
compelled to work in earnest, while

still only a toy, he plied the old ferry |-

at Kew.

One foggy Christmas Fve he was
standing on the pier when a sudden
splash not far away warned him that
yet another weary soul had sought
oblivion in the river depths. Getting
into his boat, Lie pulled briskly in the
direction whence ‘the
come, and there he found a frail
young woman on the verge of sink-
ing for the last time.

Rescucd Man Was Annoyed.
Hauling her out of the water, he

| quickly got her\ashore, thowgh onmly

in time. It tramspired that a day

| or two before she had had her fortune

told by a gipsy, and the latter ha

| prophesied so glocmy a future that
the poor deluded thing could nat.

face the prospect.
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Sales Continue to Increase.

The Demand Greater than the Supply.
Don’t Delay Placing YourOrders

“who begged and implored me to let
him go under and, when I made an
effort to 'drag him into my boat, he
struggled and kicked so violently that
I had to shout for help, And when
we eventually did get him ashore, he
rounded on mo for not minding my
own business-"

Lady Who Woere Water-Wings.

Few people, I suppcse, would look
for humour in one whoge life is so
closely aliied to much that is sordid
and grim; yet this truly Dickensian
character—one ' is reminded of the
“Gaffer” in ‘“OCur Mutual Friend"—
has many a bright tale tc tell.

|For example, he says: “lI remem-
ber bringing ir. an elderly lady once
who had waded into the water from
the steps. - For some 1eason or other
1 had-a_ littls> cifficulty iz unmooring
my boat that day, end 1 was afraid
she would go down before I could
reach her. But no! She. seemed to
bob about just like a cork, and I
couldn’'t make it out.

“That’'s very funny!” I says to
myself; and I can tell you I was
mightily surprised when I discovered
she was wearing water-wings! It
turned out that she hadn’t intended to
commit suicide at all, but only want-
&a to frighten some relatives who,
according to her, had treated her
badly. That was her way of bring-
ing ’'em to their senges, I suppose!”

Mr. Hopkins, it is interesting to
note, holds the Royal Humane Soc-
fety’s medal for kis good work.

The Best Cough Syrup
is Home-made.

Here’s an easy way to save §2, and

yot havo the best cough remedy
you ‘ever tried.

You've probably “heard of this well-
known p making cough syrup at
ome. ut hue you ever used it?
you do, {on will understand why
thounnds of iltes, the world over,
feel that they could ardly keep housc
ithout it, It’s aun e and g &
‘Le way it takes ho d of a coug wil
earn it a permsnent place in
ome. *
Into a 18—0& bottlc. pour ounces
Pinex. aen add
o fill up
ified

quickl

DO IT NOW!

L
Marriage Omens.
WE DON'T WANT TO ALARM YOU—
BUT HANG YOUR PICTURES
SECURELY!

As one would naturally expect, the
omens and superstitions relating to
such an important ceremony as mar-
riage are many and curious. These are
some of them.

Pictures falling from the wall al-
ways arouse suspicion, but the signi-
ficance of the incident is seldom to be
dreaded so much as before a marri-
age, when the occurrence may be re-
garded as a prediction that the marri-
ed couple will very shortly be abruptly
separated.

As an instance of the truth of this!
superstition, I will quote one remark-
able case. Lady B., who was well
known in Dublin Society some years
ago, despite the promise she made to
her first husband, an intensely jcalous
man, who loved her passionately, not
to marry again, met a very handsome
young Frenchman at a military tall on
the Continent, and became desperately
enamoured of him.

After Two Warnings,

Apparently there was nothing
against the match. The young man !
came of an extremely aristocratic old '’
family, and was of irreproachable,
character. The night before the ma
riage, however, as the bride was din—
ing alone in her cld home, the picture
=f her first husband, that hung over
the mantlepiece, suddenly fell with a|
loud crash into the - fireplace, but
without breaking the glass.

Lady B, tried to look upon the in-
cident merely as an accident—perhaps
due to vibration, although the house
at the time was ahsolutely still, and
the picture was very securely fastem-
ed. The very next morning, however,
as she was descending the stairs, prior
f> getting into the carriage that was
waiting to take Ler to church, another
picture fell—also of her late husband,
but in a much smaller frame, And
again no glass was broken.

The marriage went off without a
hitch, and for six months all pro-
ceeded so tranquilly thet the bride
began to congratulate herself that the

falling of the pictures was mere coin-|

cidence. ‘Then, quite suddenly, one

morfing, as her hushand was coming |

downstairs, her little ~Pekinese—a
present to her from her first husband

: | —got between big legs, and he fell,|
‘Wumhh;dm ‘severely m‘.h

buckled shoes from someone who has
been married over twenty-five years,
and has never had a serious quarrel
with his or her spouse, then it may be
regarded as a sure sign she will have
a child who will be bright, bonny, and
affectionate.

Should however, someone give’ her,
on the same eve, a pair of green shoes,
then it may be taken as a certain pre-
diction that she and her future hus-
band wiil disagree over many things,
and that much jealousy will be caused
by platonic friendship with a third
person,

It is stated that among the presents
a certain French society woman re-
ceived on the eve of her marriage to
a duke were a pair of very beautiful
green satin shoes, with ‘mother-of-
pearl buckles.

Several people commented on it at
the time, and thought of it again later,
when all Burcpe rang wifh the news

that the hapless lady had been fouly ;

done to death, and all on account of
a third person, a woman for whom her
huysband had conceived a mdd infat-
uation.

Never heat a glass on your wedding-
day. Should you do so, it is a sign
your marriage will not be all honey.
There will be jars, and, occasionally,
i serious dilferences. Also, avoid look-
| ing at yourself in a mirror after mid-
night the evening before the ceremony.

The Sear That Vanished.

There is a story of a well-known
actress who was very sceptical’ with
regard to omens. Being warned about
this . particular superstition, she de-
liberately sat in front of her glass
after midnight, and stared at herself.

As she did so, she noticed, for the
first time, that she had a curious scar
under her right eye. Much perplexed
as to how it had got there, she went
to bed, and in the morning looked at
herself agzin. The scar was gone!

Doubly mystified now, she mention-~

ed the matter to ¢ friend of hers, who
was well versed in all kinds of omens
and superstitions.

“What was the scar like?” the friend
asked,

The. actress told Ler.

“l am afraid, then,” was the signi-
flcant reply, “that you will see it again
within the next twelve nonths.”

Her prediction came true, for near-
ly a year later the Lusband of the
actress tore the skin of his hand on
a rusty nail, the wounu taking the
exact shape of the scar his wife had
géen in the looking-glass. Blood-
poisoning set in, and witkin a few
days of the accident he died.

in a Nutshell.

Like the sum, the modern -gas fire

warms solid objects—such as the

: furniture of a room or its occupanis
| —without

appreciably raising the
intervening alr.
the products of

temperature of the
At the same time

; combustion in their passage up the

chimney flue keep the atmosphere in
healthy motion.

That is gas fire séience and gas fire
hygiene in a nutshall.

Further information frém

ST. JOHEN'S GAS LIGHT CO.
Oke Ryilding,

Teaching Profiteers
Manners.

c«.} S

If you are a demobbed officer with
a good education, keep an eye open
on the advertisements in the news-

{papers for private secretaryships and
i companions, for ycu may fall into one

of the new jobs which are being ad-
vertised by Mr. and Mrs. Profiteer.
There is a larger class than ever,

:thanks to tbe war, who are uneducated,

and have made more money than they
know what to do with. These e_people
are only 100 eager to get a ohunco of
mixing with educated pecple, but they
realise that they lack manners in
every way.

Dozens of educated young men who
have had their ordinary careers prac-
tically ruined by the war are finding
profitéers only too glad of their help

‘| to get into society. Under the guise of

private secretaries they are always at

| their employer's elbow telling them

every little point of etiquette which

"'uma’.hcunhowtoaddrmam
to the correct wines to order at dime
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