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LETTERS WHICH PASSED BETWEEN PREMIER SIFTON - AND - SIR
WILFRID LAURIER, AND LATER BETWEEN PREMIER SIFTON

AND PREMIER BORBRDEN ARE

LAID ON TABLE OF HOUSE.

——— e

As promised. in the speech from the
throne, the governmeiit Hes laid. be—
fore the legislative ‘assembly the cor-
respondence cdrriedon ‘with Ottawa
in respect to the control by Albértaof
its natural feSotrces.” At the sitting
of the House vesterday afternoon, Pre-
mier Siften tabled the: .letters .which
have passed between' himself and Sir
Wilfrid Lauriet an@ Premier Borden.

The first letter wds that written to
Sir Wilfrid Laurier by Premier Sifton
on March 20th,1911. This Tetter con-
veyed to the premier the resolution
passed on December 5th; 1910, by thé
Alberta legislature, commending the
government of' the:province for enter-
ing into negotiaticns with the govern-
ment of Canada relative to a measure
of control of the public domdin and
advising further negotiations in the
matter. ; K

Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s reply to this
letter was writtén on August Tth, fol<
lowing discussions with ‘Premier Sif-
ten stating thatl he -had not sent it
earlier, because he had had no oppor-
tunity of consulting Mr. Oliver before
the -latter left for the west.. He had
kept the matter for consideration with
him on his return, had done so and
Mr. Oliver had agreed with him in the
lines set down ‘i the answer ¢f Aug.
7th, Sir Wilfrid summarizes the situa-
tion as it appears to him and states
that the claims.of the prevince ere
worthy\Nof serious consideration.

On Nov. 8th Premier Sifton addres-
sed 'a letter to Premier Borden, en-
closing the resoluticm of the legisla-
ture and a copy of the letter to Sir
Wilfrid, also calling his attention to
the statements he was reported to
have made with regard to provinecial
contrcl’ of natural resources, previous
to the federdl election, and requesting
that he arrange an interview in regard
to the question.  Premier Borden re-
plied in a letter bearing date Nov. 15th
that the representations of the pro-
vince of Alberta would be given at-
tention. g .

.The letters of the different dates are
as follows:—
Firss Letter to Laurier,
Edmonton, Ala.,
March 20, 1911,
Dear Sir Wilfrid:—

On the fifth day of December last a
resolution was passed. in the Legisla~
tive Assembly of Alberta commending
the government cf the province for
entering ' into —negotiations with the
government of Canada relative to a
m~asure of control:of the public do-
main of the province and advising the
goverrment cf-this-provinge to .con-
tinae further negotiations in the ma:-
ter. The resolution, is as follows;
“This House approyes of the action of
the government in already opening
negotiaticns with the Ottawa govern-
men: for the seeuring of the best pos-
siblz arrangement with respeét to the
control of all such patural resourc:s
as are of a purely local concern, and
that they be wurged to -continue such
negotiatioms.” * ; |

The consideration of 'the yquest of
the right of the new provinces of
Western Canadasto econérol the public
dom:in involved an historical reviaw
of the development of the constitution
and political institutions of the Nortn-
west Territories since the purchase
thercof from the Hudson’s Bay. com-
pany. Frcm such a study we may
trace the gradual growth of the ter-
ritories from a state of semi-feudalism
to almost the full status of one of the
old provinces of the Canadian conf~d-
eration.

By the British Ncrth America act

b“fhé utmost discretion of enactment.’’
By thig act a long step Was made in
iadvarée Of the powers which the Do-

Es\iance 'of the B N: A& aet of 186Y,
which provided only for the éstaklisn-
iment of four provinces and their un-
ion 'ir tovome undér the name of ihe
Dominion of Canada and. fcr the ev-
Ftedsien of t,:h'e Dominion by admissim
int » it of other parts of British North
Amecrica.

e new powers granted cr confirm-

.ed by the act of 1871 may be statz2d
K ag— : :
p 1—The administration of the N.W.
T. &< such without giving them tke
full rights ore the status of a prn-
vince.

2—From time to time to establish
‘any province and at the time of su:h
estaklishment to make provision f~r
the constitution and administration ef
Fsuch provinee without thié restrictidas
set forth in section 146, B. N. A.;
1867, thereby allowihg: ‘the *utmost
discretion efenactment” for the pur-
pose; of enabling the  parliament ct
Canada to ereate a constitution fer yny
provinée it might deem expedient to
create !

Aciing under :the power and au-
therity conférred: by-thé ract oE IsTY
the parilament of Canada has passsd
se" eral acts providing #6r the admin-
istration“dng good go*vernmen’t"of “ne
North-West Territories, ‘vizi, thé ‘act cf
1871, the act of 1872) and the dct «f
1875, the last of which mdy be dests-'
nated the constitutionaf aet of the ler-
ritories. This act was amended '¢n
several occasions. ¥ .awas consoiidat-
ed in 1880, and again in 1886. In 154§
und 1891 ofHer ‘acts were passéd en-
iarging t he powérs of the Territaridgl
iegrsiature and transforming the Po-
liiical institutions of the Territories
moré closely aralogous to those of the
cther provinces of thé Dominion, By'
th:: avtonomy acts of 1905 the ciu-
stitut’cnal powers of the new pro-

identical to those of the old provin 'es
cf the Dominion of Canada,

In this long sucgession of legisla-
tive acts thefe may bé triced thHé &\ o-
iuti:n of the constitytion of thé Tur-
r> cries towards the maturity of com-
plete provincial adtemomy. Thé only
roint in which the analegy or identity
does net apply is in the matter of the
Pub.ic domain. In the three provin:es
fciioed out of Rupert’s Land  he
Ncrih-Western Territory, the parlia-
meni ¢f Canada has seen fit for r2a-
scns of high public policy, gpart rom
acy pecuniary interest in the cofl ¢con-
tint ent upon the purchase from the
Hudsen’s Bay company and the e¥-
vel ditures made in extingnishable 9n-
dian - titles, maintenance 'of In%,ans;]
and surveys, to rétain possession and
control of - the. admindstration of ‘he
public domain. ?

With respect to the .province of
Manitoba, the principle -of.previncial

conceded to the extent that large arsas
of swamp lands have been surrendered
to the prcwinee, while with respect-10
Alberta and Saskatchewan control cf
+he whole of the public domain has
been retained, viz., all lands and trusis
ir respect thereof, mines; minerals and
royalties incident thereto, timYer,
streams and water rights, etc.
Reviewing the past in the light of
the events of the last forty years, the
polizy cf the parliament of Canada 1e-
lating to the public domain may be
conceded to have been justified %y
events, and may be held to have been
the only possible one at the time Man-

of 1267 it was-among -other thin3s |itoba and the North-West Territories

énacted that it skould be lawful fnr
Her Majesty’s government on an ad-
dress from the Houses -of the Pacla-
men: of Canada to admit Rupert's
Lard and the North-Western Tervi-
tory or either-of -them into the De-
mir icn of Canada on such térms and
concitions in each case’as should te
in the address expressed and as the
Queen should think fit to approve sub-
jecc to the prcwisions of the sai@ act-
01 the 16th day of December, 867,
an address from the Houses of Parlia-
ment of Canada was passed and in dug
course presented to Her Majesty, prav-
ing for the union of Rupert’s Land
and the North-Western Territory witn
the Dominion ¢i#: Canada, and setting
forth that the welfare of this spars3ly
ané widely scattered portion of British
Terr tory would be materially enhanz-
ed by the formation therein of politizal
institutions bearing analogy as far as
the circumstances would admit to
those which exist in the several pro-
wvinces of the Dominion of Canada.
Ia order to further the petition of
the Parliament of Canada, Her Ma-
jesty, under the authority of the Rup-
ert’; Land act of‘ ¥868, accepted the
surrender from the Hudson’s Bay com-
pany of all the .lands, térritories,
rights, privileges, liberties, franchises,
powers and authorities . whatsoever
granted in the original charter of the
con‘pany. In pursuance and exercise
of ihe powers vested 'in the Quéen-bhy
tha aforesaid acts, Her Majesty Ty
the advice/of her privy couficil, order-
ed that from and after the 15th <fay
of July, 1870, Rupert’s Land and the
North-Western Territory should be ad-
mitted into and ‘become part of the
Dominion of Canada wupon the terms
and conditions set forth in the ad-
dress referred to and that the Parlia-
ment cf Canada should from that dr¥y

forward have power and authority to |

legislate for the future welfare and
good government of the said territory.

By the B. N. A:"of 1871 the parlia-
ment of Canada Wwas given additional

power-to make pravision from time to |
time’ for the comstitution and admin- |

istration; for peace, order and gond

government of any territory not. ‘v- |

cluced in any preovince; and auther.z-
ed in the language of Lord Halsbury,

S

were gdmitted to confederatiom. It
réserved for ahe .parligment of Car-
ada 2 residual control whereby it was
enahled to execute the compact made,
not only with the people of the Nor.h-
West" Terirtories, but of the whole
Dominien of Canada.

In all the debates and negotiations
leading to cenfederation "it was un-
doubtedly the intention of the statss-
mea of 'thé day that communications
with the North-West Territories and
the improvements nécessary for ‘he
development of trade of the Great
North-West with the seaboard were
regarded as matters of the highest ;m-
portance to ccnfederation, The inten-
tion so expressed committed the par-
liarent of Canada to & grand policy - f
naticnal transcontinental railfway con-
struction which the government «f
tha. time thought best to promote by
liberal land grants to the railway cor-
porations.

As set forth in the order in counzil
of May 20th, 1884, addressed in ren’y
te. “he application of the province of
Maniioba for control of the public
lan 1+ situated therein, the parliament
of Canada in 1880 solemnly set asile
onz hundred million acres of thease
land: towards meeting the cost of
rallweys, It could net be expeetsd
| tha. ‘the lands could be made avail-
ahle t6 meet a cash expenditure until
many years after the comnstruction:of
“the railways, and theréfore the carh
subs‘dy has been regarded as an al-
varce to be repaid by the sale of the
lanos. R ¢ 5

Pyrliament, te quote the order in
council, May 20th, 1884, again, “pleds-
ed f*s faith to the world that a larse
portor ' of these lands should be seot
apar- for free: homesteads to all comn-
inz settlers, and another portion te
held in trust for the education of their
| chiidren.” No transfer could the:re-
| for: be made without exacting from
| the 1rovinces the most ample se uri-
tiés that this proclaimeéd policy should
b maintained. Hence, in so far a8
tan free lands were concerned, thare
| werala have béen no monetary adva.it-
{-age to the province, whilst a transfer
twould have seriously embarrassed 'Fe
[ eostiv immigration operations which
. tne Dominicn government was under-

!
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v | been that the governtnen

i has ‘held unfettered lands. for “Irie
grant, and . that _it-. had - iis
) ing, ’rhe'c‘e_iwﬁlz_. transporting ‘and placs
i ing the “immrigrant upon the land B
selected, I&'%}ﬂgngg i me”bee:a'ég??
rendered. in* thé early @iys ‘the ¢ost
involved in jsurveys amd +mmigfafion
would have' been reduired to have
' been  undertaken,. by < ihe’ ‘Scatteved
commaunities; undeveloped and sparce:
Iy populated, to the dlsadvamtage of
| the Whole ot Campdart ~ "o ¥
. The Poteriey of ilese ghservation
in fdvor of “a conGimuance 'of tHIS
policy.has passed awly. It is"téit af
the present ‘time} even by those fwho
| promineptly - suppiorted the retention
" of the public domain by the Feleril
Govérnment in thre past, that the tims
| has arrived in the history of Westérn
Canada wien the réasons cited before
' no Tonger apply. =/ e

If we consider: the {position of the
provinee of Alberta we find that it is
growing in wealth and. populatidn by
leaps-and boundg.' ‘At 'the time the
Alberta” Act was passed <the 'popula-
¢ tion 6f the whoie’ provinee was "less
than 145,000, while_at -the present
| thme ft is.not less than 375,000, and
' in the course of ahother year or two
will undoubtedly’ reach 500,000, A
greater proportion ¢f the immigration
to Canada is-beinlg placed at the pre-
sent time in Alperta end Saskatche-
wan than in any®other .part of Can-
add, and it may. be safely” assumed
that. this -obnqgt}’g:p will  prevaff for
many years to come.  The result’ 18
that thz”:g‘crvernrment‘ of the provinee

ments of ‘a  rapidly: ‘swowing, dom-
munity; feavy ‘expenditures for public
improvements such.as roads, bridges,
. telephones, . schools . and ~ railways
necessary for successful ‘colonjzatidm
with a rigid. of, slowly -expanding ‘Te-
venue, 'which doés not afford any
fresh sourges of supply ‘except .those
of idirect taxation. = ;

The ‘Gpening up of each new: settle-
ment imposes 4 burdemn and fingnclal
strain upon the reVéntues of the pro-
vincé mruch out of Proportién ‘t6 any
revenue derivable 6n account of such
settlérs.
capita expenditures for: government
by the different provinces - illustrates
the burden’ that is involved in ineet-
- ing the demdnds for public improve-
thents in & new territory. In- 1910,

$10:15; in Optario, 1909, it wag $3,50;
The
' large rate of .public expenditure ' in

" tHe eastérn “provifices' {s'4n. a' large
measure attributable to the extraor-
dinary inerease in the population, due
to the energy: of the immigration
branch of the; Department of/the In-
terior. While such energy. \lg- com-
mendable from the point of view of
the interests of the Dominion, yet it
results place ‘a4 great strain wpon the
findnces of the province; and it is with
all' respéct ‘submitted that the ex-
ploitdtion of the publie domain with-
in the province, in the Interests of
the Dominion, places a burden oner-
ous to bear and ‘oneé that should be
relieved or pjaiced where thé benefits
mu,«% seriouzﬁﬂnancia‘l distress is to
be prevented.. SRV HE

The Northwest Territories having
giveh' 100;0 00 million acres to-
wards a. nd al railway systetn and
contributi not onty- towards~" that
portion that traverses the Territories,

control of the public lands has besn | buit also-towards the  portions con-

structed “in British = Columbia, "Mani-
toba and Ontarlo, and- having: provid:
ed free lands for. :thousands .of  set-
tlers has; in the opiniog of the people
of the new provinces, certainly dis-
charged to the full the extent wof
theif ‘obligations as members of Con-
federation to the general welfare. o
the Dominion of Canada. Further,
it may be consistently submitted that
since .the Parliament of Canada has
exempted a large proportion of’ the
railway: lands and railway property
from taaxtion for the benefit of Can-
ada, and consequently closed a fruit-
ful source of revenue to the. new pro-
vinces, the samie authority = should
deem it more incumbent to grant a
measure of control 0f the lands not
aliendted and éxefipted in-this man-
neér to compensate for Uhe disability.
; The Claim.

Therefore, with these observations
in mind, acting in accordance with
the resolution -of the Legislative As-
sembiy of Alberta, and believing that
the reqtiest following will promotée
the good government and advance-
ment-of the proyince of Albertd with-
out conflicting with' the wider inter-
ests of the Dominion of Canads,. the
government 6f the province respect-
fully asks your governmeit to grant
the measure of control of the matural
resources of the province as generally
stated- in ‘the following request, and
express the desire that your gevern-
ment will take the matter into con-
sideration and give effect ' to -our
clajm:— 3 R e

1.—That the administration for the
beneficial use of the province of &l
lands.belonging to the Crown situated
in 'the province of Albeérta be trans-
ferréd to the province, éxcept the fol-
lowing: : .

(a) Lands reserved by statute or
order in ctouncil. A
(b) Lands reserved for Indians.
(¢) Lands eéarned by any ‘person
or conpordtion. s
(d) Lands d@gréed upon. as honie-
stedd o¥ preemption lands, etel
In. essétice this méans the grazifig
lands, swamp-dahds, and. the
~land§ " that “requiré to. be irpi-
“gated: 3 2 .
2.—That all mines, mifigrals, tim-
ber dnd royaities belonging: to the
Crown situated. in the providce of Al-
berta,- and all stms due ih respect
thereof on a date. to be  fixed by
agreement, be transferred to the pro-
vince of Adberta. “ A
3.—That the interest of dle Crown
in the waters within the province un-
der the Irrigation ‘Act' be vested in
and a@ministered by the province of
Alberta.” ’ g

Ia pressing ‘these claims it may be
observed - that the province has all
the official machinery "énd organiza-
tion necessary ..for. the “task of - ad-
ministration, and it does nbdt appear
. that there would be any ‘disturtance
of equilibrium resulting. from the
operation’ of increased  powers and
added duties that would folilow -the
Lahange. )

*+ tion ‘amd méintenance of
L roads in. fhe - ‘mining- districts, al-f

i8 called: wpon to tmeet’the  reguige-}

A feomparison Of ‘the peér}

the per capita mate of Albherta - wasi

this province compared with fBose ind

e o — —
=

g ¥

The distamce of »the central ad-

‘portation amd - somisunication, -and
theé. consequen jiwél iculty, of transact-
[ ing hndifess with: dedpatch: constitit-
ed inmatters of purely locdl concern
an  imconvenignce imcempatible - with
the best interests of the new settlers
who look rather to: thé government ot
the ‘prévince fo whith'they emigrate
than ‘the Eedéral capital.’ " -

,.Phe provinee. is comopelled to rogu-
late the ‘eosl industry at the cost of
- several tiousands. of dotlars per an-
i aum ahd to undertike the construc-
expensive

though the proceeds trom the sale of
leases, lands ‘and royaities are. col-
 teoted by the Dominipn government.
| During the fiscal year ,1909-10 the
Dominton govérnment received on ac-
count of the s@le-of cpal lands in the
provinece of Alberta $370,955.15, and
in royaities on coal produeed in the
. westefn ~provincés $155,371.86. Of
this Jatter..swm’'  at: léeast $125,000
; originated in the province of Alberta.
It is not overlooked that the Do-
| wminidh wgoverniment - spends < 4 - con-
i siderable amount in administrating
this Branch of the publie servige, but
b the ‘governmefit of ‘this province is of
: the. opinion that since the inspection
and regulaton of the coal industry is
an imperative duty the interests ofi
the province as well as the Domin-
ion: would be .advanced by the ad-
ministration thereef being transferred
to the provincial government. s
The totar révénue on account of
Dgminion.Jands amounts per year to
approximately the sum of $2,866,000,
whereas the total cost of administra-
tion respecting the Same amounts to
approximately $660,000. If the re-
‘verue from those branches of’ the
Dominion’ Lands Sefvice included in
the above statement™ of claim, viz.,
gehzing Jands;eoal Jands, hay  per-
: maits, mining fges, stone quarriesy ir-
rigatiqn fees, rentg of water power,
rentals of ldnds, "general * sales’ and
- timber, dues;’ "Was ‘transferred’ to the
provinces the Dominion . would . have
| sufficient revenue remaining to cover
the cost of imthigration and the re-
ceipts of the provinces would be aug-
‘mented sufficiently to obviate the
fingncial ditress that is feared will
resylt unless some further division of
dssets is obtained. -
" It is possible to adduce additional
reasons in séipport’ of the claim @ of
‘ the government ‘of Alberta, but it may
bé suffictent to ~observe . that the
go've::mnent has never thought that
the Alberta Act of 1945, or its amend-
mients of 1907, were the final acts of
the Parliament of Canada in.legislat-
lng fog. the: welfare 0f the. people of

X r$

the -formen, Northwest-Territories, and
in ¢redting instifutions’ anelogous or
identical with those of the older pro-
vinees. ' It is assumed as the final
triumph of the Fedéral principle "in
Corifedération thaf “the seevral pro-
vineceés of Canada will be placed on a
bas}s of equality in all respects, and
it is respectfully. submitted that by
the grant of the regquest heérein. stated
the. principle would be complete in its
application, For thaugh the BIN.A.
Act 6f 1871 gave.extended powers to-
the P4rliament of Camnada In provid-
ing political- institutions for ghe terri-
tories sited t9~their various-stages of
devefgpment, it éganot e presumed
that ‘it eontra¥eéned ‘or superseded in
‘any rjanner the Uidsken of legislative
powers, . Tevénue and assets between
the provinces ultimately to be formed
ouf, of the . Northwestegn Territory and
Rupert’s Lapd angd the other proyinces
“of the Canadian Federation as stipu-
lated. imithe  originaT™ Awst “of | 1867,
~Phe corififeting-claims of' the - new
provinces and  the Dominion ~are
‘wholly “dependéent on the statutory
provisions of ‘thé BN.A. Act of 1867,
and on’ construing such it should be
borne “in mind that wherever public
land with its incidents is described
as the “property of” ‘or “belonging
to” .the Dominion or the -provinees,
theke ‘expressions mierely import the
right: to its beneficial use or to its
proceeds, the land itself being vested
in thé.Crown. .. These statutory pro-
visions are @pecifically stated in sec-
tions <91, 108, 109, 117 of the B.N.A.
Act of :1867. . These enactments, es-
pecially “section 109, would be suffi-
¢ ciehit toigive to the mew provinces, as
they.-do-:to, :the older.provinces, the
_entire _beneficial _interests bf the

daries, . Subject to -the restrictions
deséirbed im Sections 108 and 117.
Yours very truly,

: ; ARTHUR L. SIFTON.
The 'Right Honorable

Sir 'Wilfrid Lautier, K.C.M.G.,

1 Prito@ Minister of Candada.

> Sir Wilfrid’s Reply

Ottawa, 6th October, 1911.

My Dear Sifton,—I enclose the ans-
wer_which, I"Had prepared to your lét-
ter of Z20th 'March, and which I dis-
oussed with yoti at our last interview
on thé 6th' August, I did ‘not ‘send it
earlier because I did not know at that
time that Oliver had just left for the
West, and I Hhad no opportunity of
finally consulting him before his de-
parture. I, therefors, kept the matter
for consideration ‘with him on his re-
turp, which I~ have -now done, end he
agrees 'with me in the lines set down
in- my answer to you. Believe me
ever, my dear Sifton, yours very sin-
cerély, 3 ;
WILFRED LAURIER.

The Hon. A. L. Sifton,

Prime Mihistér's Office,
9 L Eamonton, Alberta.
Ottawd, Tth Aupgust, 1911.

My  Dear .:Siftons~Following the
different’ dfScussions: ~which “wé have
had “opon ‘the important subject set
forth in yo‘\'l'r, letter-to.ime.of ;the 20th
of ‘March last, I svould call your at:en.
tion | tow ithe, & ¢ing ..observations
which%,' “fal 6. summarizé the
sitliation now existing in the Province
of .Albertd, @ Vf.‘ﬁaskq._@ewan as
well, with’ Te '[(b;.‘ﬂte.f;rd tenure

n to-a resolution
ature of Alberta
Jﬂ;. rms;— {T'his House
S¥Her-aotion ‘of theGovern-
“op&Hing negopiations
with Oitéwa Government for se-
curing ‘the “pest ;possible arrangement
with ‘¥esbeét’to the control of all such
natuyral .césonrces as are of a purely
local eoncéerm, and that they be urged
to continu® .. guch megotiations” .~ A
itioh 7in different langudze, but
& pame a;ur;(ﬂse, wds algo passed

by the Legislature of Saskatchewan.
By “thé tterms yof the British North
Americk ‘Act, 1867, the four original

" minidt ﬂ@wmmgfiﬁdﬂingﬁ :

Yeven ‘flf"ﬂiﬂ‘% of | Fapid, tians-

Crown in @1f lands within their boun-|

TI IS === _ ===
‘was applied both to British® Columb:
‘and to-Prince Edward: Islapd, - When
théy were subsequently admitted into
the Union. The principle therein ad-
opted was that the public domain in
Lany province should be within and un-
fder provincial authority. Yet, when
fmnl\toba was received into the Cen-
federation, at the same period though
Fnot in /the same years as British Col-
nombis, and Prince Edward Island, a
tdifferent policy prevailed, and in the
bease of that Province it was enacted
that all the public lands should be the
Lof . the public. treasury was granted to
Fthat Province than had been given to
kthe other Provindes,- and this larger
‘grant,_was several times increased af-

. terwards. \

It fs beyond question that the rea-
son ‘which, cansed this departure in the
land tenure of Manitoba, thus early in
the history of the Dominfon was that
the lands in that Province were large-
ly - prairie lands, immediately fit for
settlement and tillage, and likely to
be. sought by ‘immigrdnts. Even at
‘that early day it waa recognized that
the . subject of immigration should be
retaified 'In the hanas of the Dominion
and, gherefore,. it* was ' quite  proper
that these lands should also be kept
within the same jurisdiction.

When the Provinces of Alberta and
Saskatchewan were admtited to the
Unibn, in 1905, the same principle was
also retained afid the Proévinces were
granted ‘a larger yearly allowance out
of the freasury than was: given to the
other six provinces of Ontario, Quebec,
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island and British Columbia.

if I understand your letter aright,
you. .lacknowledge the historical ac-
curacy "of the pelicy thén laid down in
that matter and also the redsons which
inspired it, for I do not understand you
to ¢laim that the Province of Alberta
should. be. given the ownership or the
administration of all the public domain
in that Province, but simply of the
tands which are not solely dagricultural
You recognize - that ~the “Dominion
should continue to6 own and to ad-
minister the prairie lands which are
tmmediately available for settlement,
end which are sought by the immi-
grants; but you ask that the Province
should be entrusted with the owner-
ship and administration of all other
lands, and all the resources to be de-
rived therefrom, viz.: Grazing lands,
swamp lands, lands unfit for settlement
except by irrigation, all the mines,
timber, minerais and royalties belong-
ing to the Crown, and-ail the waters
now included in the Irrigation Act.

I have to observe that your proposi-
tion, if accepted, would constitute a
material alteration of the basis on
which the financial terms granted to
the Province were calculated, and that
consequently those financial terms
would have to be revised. y

This material consequence being
kept in mind, the request of the Legis-
1ature ‘of Alberta might constitute a
fair sgubject of diseussion, without,
however, at this early juncture, com-
mitting ourselves to the acceptance of
the principle involved. Believe me
ever, my dear Sifton, yours very sin-
oAt WILFRID LAURIER.

The Hon. Arthur I. Sifton,

Premier of Alberta,
> Edmonton, Alta.
Sifton to Berden.
Edmonton, November 8, 1911

Dear Mr. Borden,—Enclosed please
find copy of letter sent Sir Wilfrid
Laurier on the 20th of March last, pur-
suant to resolution of the Legislat:we
Assembly of Alberta, copy of which
resolution is set forth in the letter.

It will beunnecessary to gnlarge at
present upon the agreement contained
thérein in regar@ to-granting the. Proa,
vince of Alberta ‘of the. nmatural re-
sources ‘within. its boundaries, but I
thought better to draw ' the . matter
specifically  ,to your attention before
your session opened 4s the question
might be under discussion, ‘and to as-
sure yous as I think I ey on' behalf
of the Legisliture, ‘that there is. mo
difference of‘opinion in this portion of
the country in regard to the desirabil-
ity of following ' out the suggestion
contained i my letter.
I am pleased to see that your own
views as reporfed are very much &long
the same lines, and I would ‘be pleased
to arrange for an interview 4t Ottawa
on the subject at any-time it mz;grulb‘;e
nt for you. Yours Very
SERTOR };&“RTHUR L. SIFTON:
Hon. R, L. Borden, Ottawa.
Premier Borden’s Reply.

Dear Mr. Sifton,—I beg to acknow-
ledge your letier of the 8th inst., en-
closing ¢opy of  a. resolution of the
Leégislative Assembly of Alberta. ~ The
considerations which are thus set forth
will receive ~our attention. Yours

11y,
R R. L. BORDEN.
Hon. Arthur L. Sifton,
Premier of Alberta,
Edmonton, Alta.

Severe Tensicn Between Persien Min-
isterds and Americin Treasurer-
Gemeral Had Existed for Some
Time—~Lasted for Some Time and
Threc Resigned. 3

London, Dec. 4.~—The position of
W. Morgan Shuster in Persia came
up in the house of common§ to-day.

francis Dyke Asland, under-secre-
tary of foreign: affairs, said ip reply

at Teheran had some’ time ago re-
ported that severe ‘tension existed be-
tween thé Persian ministers and Mr.
Shuster. A Thig lasted for sOmé Weeks |
and caused the resignation of three
c¢abinet ministers.

no information regarding the  feeling’
among the Persian people, but Mr.
Shuster’s work had thé support of
the National Council.
Winilipeg Italians to Assist.

Winnipeg, Dec. 4.——Romha, the Win-
nipeg Itdlian Society, has'taken steps
to form 4 Red Cross so¢iety fund 'tc
be sent to fhe Italian Red Cross so-
ciety of Ttaly in the Italian-Turkish
war. It is surmised that this is the
first ‘effort of the kind in America for
a sbciety of the numerical strength of
* Roma, Winnipeg.

to a question that the British minister{

Recently, however, he had received |

.

.mite.in -a place

e
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Will Not Go to the
Gallows.

“YOU DESERYV

Los Angeles, Dec. B§.—James B, |
MeNamara, contessed. murderer,. was |
sentenged -to, life imprisonment. today
< by Judge Walter Bordwell, . His bm-’
ther, John J. MeNamara, secretary af|
the - International’

who confessed -to. the dynamiting' of |
the Lilewelyn Iron Works, ‘was  &en-|
tenced to 15 years Is the penitentiary. |

Twenty-one pérsons lost their lives|
in the Times’ disaster. No one was|
killed” in ‘the' Llewelyn Iron Works |
affair. Imprisonment will be in thel
San Quetin  penitentiary. ;

Judge Bordwell mounted the|
bench at 12.30 and a moment later|
Attorney Darrow, chief ecounsel for|
the  defence; followed by Lecomte,’
Davis and - Scott, entered. Behind |
them trailed the MclNamaras. |

““‘Are ‘you ready to proceed,” asked |
Judge Bordwell.

‘‘The state Is,” said Attorney Fred-
ericks, and he then read James B,
McNamara’'s confession. ‘

“Is ‘that statement correct?’”’ |

“It'is,” said McNamara,

‘“Then the court finds,” said .  thej
judge, “‘that the degree of the guilt qt’|
the derfendant is murder in the first|
degree.” |

‘“James B. McNamara,
stand,” he said.

‘“What is your full name?”

“James Boyd McNamara,”
prisoner.

The court then began the  formal|
gtatement of reciting the indigtment |
for murder of (‘harles J. Haggarty, |
upon which McNamara had ‘pleadedj
guilty, and asked McNamara if ‘he|
had any statement to make.

*1 have not,”’ he said.

“Have you anything to say?” he
asked Attorney Fredericks.

‘“There has been no dickering or
bargain in this matter,” he said.i
“Counsel for the defence on their side|
are well aware of the usual custom
of granting cleméncy to prisoners|
pleading guilty. This defendant, 'by
so pleading, has settled -for -all time
a matter which' otherwise would al-
ways have been in doubt. He saves
the State great expenditures and
served the State in other ways.

“The defendant will arise, said|
Judge Bordwell and commented on
MecNamara's declaration that he did|
not intend to destroy lives.

““Phé circumstances are against
that statement,” he said. “A man
who will plaice an obstacle of dyna- |
where:- you, 'as &
‘printer, know (g&s''was -burning in
many places; and know many were
toiling, must have had no regard for
life, must have been a murderer at
heart, and 'are - deserving no cle-
mency.”

For reasons other than such a plea
of non-intent, Judge Bordwell declar-
ed he would impose a penalty of im-
prisonment for life.

John McNamara came next. The
Llewylen Iron Works indictment was
read to him by the judge. The pri-
soner said he had nothing to say.
District Attorney Fredericks, however,|

you may |

said the

NO CLEMENCY”

e Associatfon . of | |
Bridge ~ang Structural Iron Werkers, | B

| after the

| were other points emphatically

|' District Attorney

| for he’ knew

Jas. McNamara Sentenced to Life
and his Brother to Fifteen Years
| Self - Confessed IVI_tlx"(ferer|

i

{

Says. Judge ‘Bordwell, But
For Other Readsons !
It is Giver.

DETECTIVE BURNS, who worked up
the case against the )1(Nu.m;n‘a~l
and who now says Samue] (krni..
pers, president of the American
Kederziion of Labor, knew the Mc-
Namaras ‘were gunilty.

sai@ that, as in the other case, the
plea of guity permitted cv,\:‘.s:«im“;niuv\
but he pleaded that the (I(}fuul:nv:'“
Jol';n McNamara, be given a v
years of freedom at the enq of
lifa.” '
The judge thereupon sentenced hi
to 15 years. ‘
Gompers Knew of Their Guilt.
Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. 4.—*“It is per-
fectly true that the executive council
of ‘the Iron Workers’ Union voted a
monthly fund of $1,000 to be paig to

tc
John J. McNamara. There is plenty

| of evidence to substantiate the charge

that this money was knowingly voted
for the purpose of paying it to James

| B. McNamara and Ortie McManigal,

and that it was used by them for dy-
namiting operations.”

That was the statement of Detec-
tie Burns, who arrived here from
Akron tonight. That he was going
men ‘higher up” and a
criticism of President Gompers, of
the American Federation of Labor,
em-
phasized by Burns .

‘“We're going after the men back
of the McNamaras,” said Burns, “and
the investigations will be pushed
energeticaMy and will bring to justice
the men who are really responsible
for the dynamiting outrages over the
country.”

“I have
apolis,

come from Indian-
conferred with U.S.

Charles W. Miller.
Enough evidence will be brought be-
fore the Grand Jury at its meeting
there December:14th to cause a num-
ber: of indictments.”

‘““When Samuel Gompers tells the
people'that he was deceived in the
McNamara case he is uttering a lot of
drivel ‘and Buncombe. It is Gom-
pers “whasis  fooling organized: labor,
that the MeNamaras
were guilty, and yet dfter we had ar-
rested them he came to Indianapolis
and sat in conference with them.”

Mr. Burns rezd with interest the
day’'s developments in Los Angeles,
but said he had no comment to make

lately
where T

| on the atdded dptails of the Bain eon-

fession, or the Tumor that the arrest
of one of the counsel for the Mec-
Namaras was impending. He a'“o
had nothing to say as to the report: 1
developments, indicating’ wholesale
attempts at jury bribing.

by his own hand late yesterday

It is as follows:
desire to make the statements of fac
“This is*truth. On the night of
placed in Ink Alley, a portion

next morning:”
“It was. my

unfortunate men lost ‘their lives, If
them back, I would gladly give it. 1

(Signed, James B. McNamara.)

probably
by the writer or his brother, John J.

Text of James B. McNamara’s Confession
of Los Angeles Times Dynamiting Outrage

Los Angeles, Dec. 4—James B. M cNamara's 0
and bearing many-: evidences of a man

little skilled In letters, was made public today.
«I, James B. Mc Namara, defendant in the case of

the people, having Heretofore pleaded guilty

of the Times Building, a suit case con-
taining 16 sticks of 80 per cent. dynamite, set t

intention to. injure the building and scare the owners.
I did not intend to take the life of any one.

in the first degree, I have placed my

brief confession penned

to the crime of murder,
ts.” 1
September 30th, at 5:45 pm. I

o explode at one o'clock

I sincerely regret that these
the giving of my life would bring
n fact in pleading guilty to murder
life in the hands of the State.”

The confession covers one side of an ordinary piece of paper and was
written with a fountain pen supplied by one of the attor
the only written statement of the case that will ever

neys It is
be made

McNamara, who pleaded guilty to

dynamiting the Llewelyn Iron Works.

GALGARY PEOPLE BUY |
RST ST. PROPERTY

Carruthers Property Lying One Lot
. ‘North of Jasper Is Sold At a Rate

df _§1,700 Per Koot Frontage—Big

Buildibg To Be Erected.

’ 5 gt g o

A big sale of real estate on First

street has just been announced. The
o ”

property known as the Carruthers
Block, situated just north of McDou-
gall and Secord’s, with 60 foot front- |
age and 150 feet depth, has just been
sold for' $85,000 cr $1,700 per foot. ‘

This Is pronounced one of the fingst |
piecés of business property in Edmon-
ton, being the first lot off Jasper and
adjoining the lane. It now shows a |
revenue cf about 7 per cent. A seven|
storey building wil be erected next

Accused of Killing His Brother

Calgary, Dec. 1—Willlam Middiefon, |
of Winnipeg, who was arresSted late !
last night charged with the Furdeér of
his brother, John, in Calgary a week
ago last Monday night, was arraigned |
before the, city muagistrate this mern-
ing and remanded for a week, Middle- |
ton said very Iittle -when he stood in
the dock wmnd Was unrepresénted vy |

provindes which formed the Confeder-
ation} .Ontarie, Quebegc, Nova Scotia

ownership an@ gaministration of their

public lands, ‘and e similar provision j of bis brother,

counsel. His arrest has caused a Sen-
gatioft here, but many people are not

and New 'Brunswick, retained the full | qurnrised, as the accused moted in a

queer way before identifying the body ,

@ e ¥

year.

The sale was made to a Calgary |
syndicate by Costello and Ryan. The |
vendors agents were the Northenr In-|
vestment Agency.

Convicts Plotted Escape.
Ledvenworth, Kansas, Dec. 1—T"e |
finding of 12 Icnded revolvers and fovr |
sticks of dynamite in the federal pe.i- |
tentiary yard at Fort Leavenworth t0-
day prevented a. wholesale outbreik !

of government prisoners,
5 | LR

| Grenyville, G. H.

| during the present year are

ithe corresponding month

WHITNEY GOVERNMENT
ISAWAY T0 GOOD START

IiCs... of Nomination Day is That the
Administration is Assured of Thir-
teen Seats, Conservatives in These
Ridings Having Been tiven Ac-
clamations,

Toront “ec, 4. —The

:s of Conserviatives by

were -reported . this

South lLanark, Hon. Col, Matheson;

North Renitew' B: A. Dunlop; Ad-

dington, W. D. Black; Hastings West,

J. W. Johnston; Hastings East, Alex.

Grant; Hastings North, J. R.

Ferg n; Carleton,

R. H. M¢ElIroy; Victoria East, Dr. R.

M. Mason.,

With the acclamations noted above

following
electi. acclam-

ations afternoon:

Cooke;

| and these in London, the Sto, Lincoln

and Kingston, the Whitney govern-

{ ment énters in- the election with thir-

feen seats assured.

Re."lna'- Custom’s Increase

Regina, Pec. 1—The customs returns
which have 'shown a steady growth
still on
the increase,‘ as the figures for the
month of November of this year will
show as the returns for the past
month amounted to $44,967.57, and for
last year
amounte dto $33,767.60. This is an in-
crease of over $11,000.

—
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Commercial
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