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OF THBE CLERGY RESERVE QUES-
TION IN UPPER CANADA.

No. VI.
The,dews of these tragsactions produced s
'b'nutbf ishment and iudignation lrom every

part- of the Province, and . it raceived fresh
gth (rom the publication of Dr. Strachen's
Jetter 16 Mr. Wilmot Horton. . Meetings were
held, résolutions passed. petitions circulated for
signature, and every other constilutiora] mode
of expressing popular indignation resounded
threugh the land. Oa the meeting of Parliament,
the various petitions ow the subject were referred
o a select committee consisting of Meesrs. Bid-
well, Mathews, Thompson of Frontenae, Hamil-
ton and Perry. The labors of that committee
we find thus abl¥ summed up to our hand, in the
weries of articles on the University, published
wome years ago in thie journal, (rom the pen of
Joha Macara, Esq. t~
% This Committee performiad theirduties with
the strictest impartiality. ' Before proceeding to
the examination of the Letter and Chart, the
Chairman tranemitted to Dr. Strachan a cody of
@ne of the petitiong referred to them, and inform-
od him that they wonld be happy toreceive {rom
him soy information apen the matter submitred
to their consideration. To thie communication
Dr. Swrachan retarned an answer, declining to

avail himeell of the Committee’s offer (o receive

esplanations, but adhering to the statements |
which he had mode in Eogland. *For my
opinions,” he wrote, ‘lam reeponsible to no
one. 1 had no desire to conceal them, and they
were therefore publicly and opealy expressed. —
No consideration could have prevailed upon me
to deay or mis-state them; but in applying them,
every catdid mind will feel that the genersl ex-
pressions used admit the existence of exception.
I desire it only to be borne in mind, that they
were given from wmemory,' & circumstance
which Dr. Strachaa took ingenuous care to con+
<eal from Mr. Horton. The Committee framed
a list of fourteen questiyne, and exnmined in all
fifty two witnesses. Amang the witnesses were
all the Members of the Howse of Aesembly,
whose testimony they could obtain; some Mem-
bers of the honorable the Legisiative Council of
lodg teeidence, high stending, aod large posses-
sions in the Province; various Clergymen of
different denominations in York and ite vicini-
ty; and a few other individuals of high respecta-
bility.

* The questions put by the Committee, rela-
ted, among other things, to the birth-place and
education of the ministers of the varions denomi-
pations; the tendency of the inetroction and in-
fluence of the Clergymen throughout the Pro-
vince: the asserted increase of the Fpiscopal
Charch, and the tendency of the population to-
ward it; the wishes of the inhabiiants of Upper
Canada in regard to the establishmeats of one or
more Churches or Denominations in the Pro-
vince, with peculiar rights, privileges or endow-
meats; the interference in politics by the Clergy-
men of the various Jenomioations: the proportion
of the members of the Episcopal Church to the
whole population of the Province: the opinions
of the witnesses as to which was the mo#t nu-
merous denominstion of Christinns in the Pro-
vince; the asseried ignorance of the teachers of
the various Christian Denominations; and the
sccuracy of Dr. Strachan’s Ecclesinatical Chart
of the Provinee. |

* The iaterrogatories elicited a masa of curious |
and sintereeting information as to the early Ec- |
clesiastical history of Upper Canada—and in !
every important particular -Dr. Steachan's etate- |
ments were pioved to be false by the most irre- |
fragable testimony.

 The assertion in Dr. Strachan’s letter that |

|
|
|

the * people are coming forward in all direetions
offering to aseist in buildieg Chuches, and soii-
citing, with the greatest anxiety, the establish- |
ment of a settled Minieter,” and that ¢ the ten- |
dency of the population is toward the Church of |
England, and nothing but the want of moderate
support prevents her from spreadiog over the
whole Province,’ were completely overthrown by
the evidence. It was proved, that elthough the
Episcopel Chureh had always enjoyed peculiar
advantages in Canada; although it had been the
religion of those high in office, and had been sup-
ported by their influence, and countenanced more
than any other Church, by the favour of the Ex-
ecutive Gevernment; that although its clergy-
men had possessed the exclusive right of marry-
ing persons of all denominations: aud that al-
though the clergymen of the Episcopal Church
bad also been liberally supported, and their
Churches partly or wholly erected and maintain-
od from the funds of a Society in England: still
the/number of members of that Church had not
iflereased in the snme proportion as that of seve-
ral other denominstions, and the opinion of the
Witnesses was decidedly expressed that the ten-
dency of the population was not toward that
Church. O the other hand, the hightest testi-
many was offeted 1o the disinterested and inde-
fatigable exertions of the Methodist, Presbyte-
rein, and other clergymen who had been calum-
nluted by Dr. Bwrachan’s uufvuuded insinuations.
Their influence and fnstraction, far from having
[a8 was represented in the letter] a tendency
hastile ta the religious and' political institutions
of the Provioce, had been conducive in the
bighest degree, to the reformation of their bea-

to inform themselves with sccuracy. Besides
obtaining answers from the witnesses 10 very
minute questions, a committee was appointed to
hold its meetings' at York, called the Cenl.nl
Committee of Upper Cagads, and was directed
to correspond with she other parts of the Pro-
vince, o suggest the appointment of District
Committers, and to request that ;they would
carefully eol;g-nd transmit the Ceutral Com-
mittee at York, accurate information respecting
the number of persons belonging to the religious
denominatiens in their neighborhood. ' In conse-
quence of these instruction#, communications
were received from the various parts of the Pro-
vinee, containing correct and full information
upon this subject, obtained from personal know-
ledge or inquity, and authenticated by the signa-
tures of respectable inhabitanta. A Chart was
framed from the materials thus obtained, and
presented, in the opinion of witnesses who epoke
to it, m very complete and fair view of the num.
ber of ministers and of the different religious de-
nominations in the Province. The information
conveyed by this Chart so completely and sa
factorily contradicts and falsifies Dr. Strachan’s
statements, and bears so materially on the ques-
tion, whether a Charter granted on false repre-
sentations and calgmnious insinuations, fhould
not be set sside and cancelled, that we thiok it
right 10 sabjoin abstracts of the Charts framed by
Dr. Strachan, and by the committee of the
House of Assembly respectively:—

ABSTRACT . OF DR, SIRACHAN'S FCCLESIASTICAL

CHART YOR THE YEAR 1827,

Episcopalians—39 clergymen, and one under
consideration—59 places of worship where regu-
lar or occasional se;vice—d45 churches, tea of

them building.

Kirk of Scotland—2 clergymen, two others
vacant—4 places of worship.

Independents—6 clergymen—6 places of wor-
ship.

Methodists—From 20 to 30 clergymen.
ECCLESIASTICAL CHART—HOUSE OF

ASSEMBLY

| temac, and Vankouphnet—12.

York, Vankoughnet and Waleh—8. =

“The question was carried in the affirmative
by a majority of fourteen, and the report was re- ‘
ceived and adopted, and the address read o se-
cand lime, adopted and erdered 1o be ongmuedj
and read a third time on Thursday néxt.”

On Thorsday, 20th March, the subject was
resumed as follows: —

“*Agreeably to the order of the day, the address
to His M-jeuy ou the subject of a religious es-
ablishment and University, was read the third
time.

“ Mr. Morris, eeconded by Mr. McDonell,
of Glengarry, moves that the address do nut
pase: but that it be now recommited—which
was lost.

** Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. McDoaell, of
Glengarry, moves that the words ¢ and internal
improvement’-ia the fifth page of the address, in
the fifth line from the top, by expunged.

““ On which the House divided, and the yeas
and nays being taken, were as follows: —

““ Yeas—Mepsrs. Beasley, Bidwell, Cameron,
Lefferty, McCall, MeDouell, of Glengarry, Mc-
Lean, Mlorris, Perry, Rolph, Thomson, of Fron-

‘‘ Nays—Messrs. Buby, Beardsley, Barnham,
Coleman, Fothergill, - Hamilton, Hornor, -J:
Jones, McBride, McDonald, of Prescott and
Russell, Matthews, Peterson, Randal, Scollick, !
Thompson, of Yoik, White, Wilkineoa, and |
Wilson—18.

““ The question was decided in the negative
by a majority of six, and lost accordingly.

““Oa the question for passing the address, the |
House divided snd the yeas and nays being |
taken were as follows: —

‘* Yeas—Meéosre. Baby, Beardsley, Beasley,
Bidwell, Coleman, Fothergill, Hamilton, Hor-
not, Lefferty, McBride,” McCall, McDonsld, of |
Prescolt and Russell, Matthews, Perry, Peter-
son, Randal, Rolph, Thompson, of Frentemac,
White, Wilkinson, and Wilson—21. '

* Nays— Mesers.  Burmbham,- Cameroa, . J.
Jones, MeDouaell, of Glengarry, MeLean, Mor-
ris, Scollick, Thompson, of York, snd Vao-
koughnet—9. .
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Note.—The Romau Catholics are not given
in the chart; but it is well known that they were
equal in number to any other denomination in
the Province. There was nlso a considerable
number of Lutherans and Quakers, of whom no
notice seems to have been taken by the commit-
tee.

No return seems to have been obtained from
the Episcopalians of the number of regular hea-
rera. It would be impossible to hazard a conjrc-
ture as to their amount. la a ** Report of the

Foreign Parts, for the year 1821,” it is stated
that ** the greatest number of Church of England
communicants at any one time during that year
was 367.”

The committee reported on the 17th March,
1828, and on the 18th the House went into com-
mittee of the whole upon it, when an address to
the King. founded on the report, was adopted. —
The Journals show the following proceedings
thereupon:—

“‘Mr.” Hamilton reported the report of the
aelect committee, and an address to His Majesty

sors from li s, and the diffasion of cor-
reet morals, the.foundation of all sound loyalty
and secial order. There was no reason to be-
fieve thut, a religious bodies, they had failed to
inctloate, by precept and example, as a Christian

doty, an b w the 8 ign, and a
beerful and cientious abedi 10 the laws
of the eouniry.

" Compared with the whole pepulation, the
membets of the Chureh of Englund were found

founded th » both as adopted by the commit-
tee.”?

On the question for receiving the teport, the
House divided,and the yeas and nays being taken,
were as follows:

** Yeas—Messrs. Beardsley, Beasley, Bidwell,
Cameron, Coleman, Fothergill, Hamilton,
Hormer, Leflerty, McBride, McDonald, ¢f' Pras-
cot and Russell, McDonell, of Glengarry,
Métthews, Morris, Pérry, Peterson, Rdodal,
ll:,l{h. White, Wilkineos, Wilson aad McCall

16 constituta an extrémely small ion. Oa
this subjest the eommities’ IP:yunﬁu
SN
S

| siastical chart, dated 16th May, 1827, and ad-

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in |

** The question was carried in the affirmative
by a mejority of twelve, and the address was
passed and signed by the Speaker, and is as
follows: —

‘* To the King's Most Exzcellent Majesty.
“ Most Gracious SovERELGN:

*“ We Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal sub-
jects the Commons of Upper Canads, in Provia-
cial Parliamen: assembled, humbly beg leave to
represent 1o Your Majesty, that we have seen,
with equal surprise and regret, a letter and eccle-

dressed by the honorable and venerable Doctor
Strachan, Archdeacon of York, a member of |
Your Majes'y’s Legislative Councils of this|
Province, to the Right Hon. R. J. Wilmet Hor-’
ton, at that time Under Secretary of State for
the Colonies, for the information of Lord Gode- |
rich, then at the head of the Colonial D—;mn-:
ment; as they are inaccurate in some important i
respects, and are calculated to lead Your Majes- |

ty’s Goverament into serious errors. ‘
‘"We beg leave to inform Your Majesty, that |
of Your Mnjesty’s subjects in this Province, only
a emall proportion are members of the Church of
England: that there is not any peculiar téndency |
to that Church among the people, and that noth-
ing could cause more alarm and grief in their
minds, than the apprehension that there wasa |

design, on the part of Your Majesty’s Govern- |
| ment, to establish, as a part of the etate, one or
i more Church or denomination of Chrietians in
| this Province, with rights and
| not graoted to Your Majesty’s subjects in gene- |
ral, of other deaominations, who are equally con- |
ecientious and deserving, and equally loval and

attached to Your Majesty’s Royal Person and |
Government. Infollowing honestly the dictates |
of their conscience, as regards the great and im-

portant eubject of religion, the latter have never |
peen caonscious that they have violated aoy luvj
or any obligation of a good subject, or done any- |

| thing to forfeit Your Majesty’s favour and pro-
| tection, or to exclude themselves from a partici-
| pation in the rights and privileges enjoyed by |
Your Majeety’s other subj:cts, j
““ We humbly beg leave to assure Your Majes- |
ty that the insinuations in the letter againet the
Methodist Preachers in this Province, do much
injustice to a body of pious and deserving meo, ’
who justly enjoy the confidence, and are lhe‘,
spiritual instructors of a large portion of Your
Majesty’s subjects in this Province. e are |
{ convinced that the tendency ‘of their inflaence |

| and instruction is not hostile to our institutions, |

|
| but on the contrary is eminently favourable to
| religion and morality; that their labours ete
| calculated to make their people better men

and better subjects; and have slready produced, ‘
|

[

['in othis Province, the happiest effects.

““While we fully and gratefully appreciate
Your Majesty’s gracious inteations in grantiog a
| royal charter for the establishment of a Univer-
| sity in.this Procinge; \24zs timesy
fally to represent, that, &s the great body of
Your Majesty’s subjects in this Province are not
members of the Churgh of England, they have
seen with grief that the charter contains provi-
sions whic b are calculated to render the institu-
tion subservient to the particular interests ot tha;,
church, and 1o exclude from ite offices and
honors, all who do not belong to it In conse-
quence of these provisions fts benefits will be
confined 1o a favoured few, while others of Your
Majesty's subjects, far more numerous and
equally loyal and deserving of Your Majesty™
paternal care and (aveur, will be shut out from a
participation ia them. Having a tendency to
build up one particular ‘chareh to the prejudice
of others, it will seturally be gn object of jealou-
oy and dlsgust. “Tte inflaence as a pemivary of

“ Nays—Meesrs. - Attorney G’nenl, Burn- learning, will upon these accounts, be Iimizedl he had been opposed to them, and he stll reserv-

. il A hat | €d to himself that right, whepever he should
ham, Clark, McLean, Scollick, Thompeon, of and pariial. We, therefore, humbly beg ““:lhmk properiia’ exeraise it;—bur s shoulil—be

Your Mujesty will be pleased to listen to the
wishes of Your Majesty’s people in this respect, |
and to cause the present cliarter to be cancelled, ‘
and one granted free from the objection to which, |
emboldened by a eonviction of Your Majesty’s i
paternal and gracions feelings to your loyal sub-
jecis in this Provioce, as well as by a sease of
culy to the people, and a knowledge of their
apxiety upon the subject, we have presumed to
advert.

We would aleo beg leave to state that it is
the general desire of Your Majeety®s subjects in
this Province, that the moneys arising from the
sale of any of the lands et apart in this Provin :e
for the support and maintenance of a Protestant
clergy, should be entirely appropriated to purpo-
ses of education and internal improvements—we
would most humbly represent, that, to apply
them to the benefits of one or two Christian de-
nominations, to the exclusion of others, would
he unjust as well as impolitic, and that.it might
perlinps he found impraciicable to divide them
among all. We have no reason to fear that the
cause of religion would suffer- materially from
not giving a public euppert (o its minieters, and
from leaviag them to be su pported by the liberali-
ty of their people.

Maoy worka- for-the internal improvement of
the Provinee, of great impprtanceto its prosperi-
ty and to the ease and comfort oi Your Majesty’s
robjects are necessarily neglected for the want
of money in the Provincial Treasury: for although
the taxes are only of s trifling amount, yet, from
the scarcity of money and the want of even a
tolerable price for the productions of their farms,
they are paid with great difficulty by many of
Your Majesty’s people; it is impoesible, there-
fore, to raise by taxation the meane necessary to
undertake and carry ob those works. It is also
most desirable that a larger sum than is at pre-
sent at our disposal should be employed to extend
through the 'country the advantages of education.

*‘ We therefore humbly pray, that the nonies
arising from the sale of the lands set apart in this
Provinee for the eupport and maintanance of a
Protestant Clergy may be placed at the disposal
of —tire—Legislature of this—Proviaee; for the pur-
poses we have menfioned.

JOHN WILLSON, Speaker,
C ' House of A bly,
March 29th, 1828.

The reception which
home, we will show in our next chapter.

( To be continued.)

thie address met at

R

Drovincial Parliament,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Fripay, May 17,

happy to kuow what bearing the remarks ol the
hon. .member for St. Maurice had on thie ques-
tion. The Government may have damaged
themselves in the opiwnion of that hon. gentle-
man, or of those who think with him, but'that
was not the guestion at issve.  And it must he
admitted that the government had preserved or-
der threughout the éniire Provinee, and that the
merchant, the mechanic and the farmer couwld
pursue their differeut callings in peace and recu-
rity, @nd-that fact in his opinion ought at least
to gain them some credit with the hoa. member.
He would conclude with observing that an inti-
mation on the part of the government, of an in-
tention 10 prosecute, was not always followed
out, but he shou!d not be surprised, and (looking
directly at Col. Prince) he maust eay he wou!d
pot be grieved to find that an example was made
of some one.

Mr. CAMERON (Kent) was not prepared
for the course that had been adopted on the pre-
sent occasion. [le etood in rather a peculiar
position, and very possibly would be assailed
with taunts and jeers for the course he was about
to take; but he had dever vet shrunk from wiat
he considered his duty, much less would he do
80 on the present occasion. * The hon. Attorney
General’s motion, he confessed, took him by
surprise. He had no doubt, however, that it
was well considéred "by the hon. gentieman,
whom he believed to be better acquainted with
Parlismentary practice than any one else on the
floor of the Houee: but from all tie had read, he
was firmly convineed that the eubject had a per-
fect vight to petitton on any eoby*ct ‘which he
pleased. He believed that therc was one prece-
dent for an oppoeite couree, derived from the
practice of the neighbouring States, where the
senale once refused to receive a petition paying
for an amelioration of the condition of twn mil-
lions of human beings, anod he well remembered
how ev'ry good heart honoted John @ Adame
when he took the question up and insisted on the
right of petition. The hon. gentleman then re-
ferred to the practice in the Imperinl Parliament,
which did not refuse to receive petitions in which
the existence of the Holy Trinity was denied, or
in which the Creator was termed the **mon-
strous God.” And, on a still later occasirn,
when the petition of the Chartists for the *¢ five
points’ was to be presented, Lord John Russell
did not object to its reception although it involv- |
ed a question which was eminently revolution-
ary and dangerous, but merely desired that no
particular day should be named for it, in order
to avoid a tumult. Now, althoagh thie petition
was no doubt revolutionary, the people had just
as good a right to say that they wished to throw
off their allegiance as-the hon: ’

who-had
spoken last, had to make use of a similar ex- |
pression last session.

Col. GUGY explained away the meaning of
the words, which he was charged with using.

Mr. CAMERON continued. He was ac-
quainted with oaly five of the petitioners, includ- |
ing Col. Prince, and they were all persons of |
respectability, but he was under the impression
that in the Western Country there were not over |
25 or 30 gentlemen of respectability in favour of |
independence or annexation. He had sttended
several public meetings 10 the county of Keat,
end argued agaiost mnnexation on the same
grounds as the hon. geatleman who preceded
him. But by some meaas or ether the reporters |
had never given him credit for his tes'imony in i
their favor. He had then, speaking as a com- |

|
|

DEBATE ON PETITION FOR INDEPENDENCE continued

Col. GUGY said he could have no hesita-

tion in admitting that the general rule | frecst people on the face of the earth.

wae in favour of the honorable mem-
ber for Essex. Al the came time, there |
could be no kind of doubt that the Iouse |
had a right to interfere in certain caees |
where the welfare of the commaunity ap-

apeared to be in danger,

metcial man, said, and he believed still, that we i
would have nothing to gain by a union with the !
United States, and that we are substantially the |
Bat m!
epite of all that, he did not think that the right |
method to deal with this case was to trample at

once on the rights of hon. membhers, and on the |
righta of the people, for he felt it had been done |
alteady once too often this Seasion. e had

been served himself in a similar manoer last Ses- |

DRAFT OF AN ADDRESS,

[n answer to the Speech of Iis Excellency
the Governor General, proposed on Pri-
day, tho 17th May, 1850.

The following nre the Miuisterial rasolu-
tions on the Speeeh, as moved by Mr. Far-
ZURSOD =

Resplved;—That an homble Address Le
presen'ed to His Excellency the Governor
General, thanking his Excellency for his
gracioua Speeeh from the Throne at the
opening of tho preeent Session of Paslia-
ment :

Toassure His Excellency that this House
cordially unites with him in deenly regret-
ting the dea'h of the Queen Dowager, a
Princess whose many virtues endeared Her
to nll classcs of Her Majest y’s subjects :

That the occurrences of the past year,
and the necessity which had arisen for, pro-
viding sunitable aecommodation for Parlia-
ment while in Session, having imposed on
tiis Excellency.the duty of considering, du-
ring the Recess, the important subject con-
tained in the Address of this House of last
Seesion, relating to the place of holding the
future meetings of the Legislature, III!BX-
cellency in giving effect to the prayer of
that Address by summoning Parliament to
meet at this place, has given additional
proof of his desire to meet tho wishes of
the Peoplc, as expressed through their Rep-
resentatives :

That this House trusts with His Excel-
lency, that the important changes recently
made in the Imperial Navigation Laws, and
the improvements effected in the Provincial
Canale, will tend to promote materially the
commercial interests of the Province, and
to attract to the route of the St. Lawrence,
a considerable portion of the emigration of

"Earope to this Continent :

That it affords this House much gratifi-
cation to learn from His Excellency that
recent advices from England indicate a mar-
ked improvement in the value of Canadian
Securities in the British market, and they
assure his Excellency that nothing shall be
wanting on their part which may have a
tendency to encourage such reviving confi-
dence :

That this House is fully sensibla of the
great importance of these Colonies of pla-
cing the trade between the British North
Awmerican Provinces on the nlosi unresiric-
ted footing, and they rejoice to learn that
His Excellency has, during the Recese, been
in communication with the Jieutenant Go-
vernors of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
and Prince Edward Island, und with the Go-
vernor of New Foundland, upon this sub-
ject, and to assure His Excellency that they
are fully prepared to place such powers in
the hands of the Executive Government as
may enable it to meet the advances of the
Siater Colonies in a liberal spirit :

That this Houre is pleased to learn thata
measure for the establishmant of Free trade
between Canada and the United States, in
certain articlee, the natural products of
each, corresponding to that passed by the
Legislature of this Province at its last Ses-
sion on the same subject, 1s now under the
consideration of the Congress of that coun-

v:

That this House is glad to learn that by
an Act passed during the last Session of
the Imperial Parliament, the entire control
of the internal Poste in British North Ame-

And in his opi- | sion, by having a Bill thrown out on the first | rica is vested in the Provincial Authorities,

nion, if there was one question more than | reading, and hon. members might rest assured, | and they are prepared to take such furtM¥r

another cilculated to agitate society— |

[ {hear, hear,]—and if ho might eo term i1, | The proper course to have taken with

resolve it into its primitive elements, it
was the one involved in the petition pre
«en'ed by the hon. member for Essex— |

[cheers from bath cides of the Honse]—and |
he could not sufficiently express his regret
that euch a petitition should have bven.‘

found in that hon. gentleman’s hands. For |

motion of, the hon. Attorney General, and |

b dkaie
endowments, | the rather, because the hon. member for | Wi'hdraw

Eseex had stated that he expected to re-
ceive more petitiens of the same character.
In that case it appeared to him - to be still
more necessary to take steps at once to
convince the country, that thay would not
vermit it to be-unnecessarily agitated. He |
looked upon it as a most insane project to|
nropose at this moment the independence |
of the Province. \Where was the Army 7|

Where the Navy ?  Where the Ordnance !

to protect itg independence, or the men to |
stand the shocks to which it would be sub f
iccted? Its independence would not last for |
24 hours. Hu did not say that the coun- |
try wou'd be conquered by an armed force; |
but it would bo overrun by bands of loafera !
and vagabonds from the neighboring repub ]
lic. .He did not wish it to be understood |
that he imputed to any man—=and [
espoclally to the hon. member for )-)war‘x—,
A desire to bring about such a state of|
things. He only spoke of the incvitable |
result, and he deemed it necessary for him |
at once, on tlus occasion, Lo assure (:"‘

with his hearty support: and could assure |
them that he did not care what clas: of |
men stood up in defence of their allegiance,
he would stand by that class, and support
them through thick and through thin. He |
had always eaid so in private, and he was |
happy of having that opportunity to make |
his, opinions public. We are at this mo-
ment the freeat peopla in the world. [Iear,
heat, from Col. Prince.] A good govern

ment with but slight taxation, and it ap-
peared to him that we ought to take pride
in the consideration that' we are English-
men, and can boast, as subjects of that great
empite, that we have a thousand shipson the
sen, and a hundred thoueand eo!diers under
arms to protect us in the full enjovment of
our rights and privileges. He confessed that he
looked upon this attempt on our liberty with the
utmost indignation, and appreheadea that the
course taken by the government could not be ob-
jected to with any propriety. What would be
thought of & man, who should rise in the Impe-
vial - Parliament and ,propose that the United
Kingdom should be gnnexed to Russia. Why,
he would be looked upon at once as & candidate
for the straitwaistcont and the dark cell. And
he held that that was a case precisely analogons
to the present. . Now, he did not rise to defend

¢ Lo &Ny Ministry (
[ ministry that whatever steps they took in | daty to support the Ministry, in the stand

| order to carry out their object, should meot |

that he did not take such treatment very well.— |
that peti- |
tion would have been, not to have eaid & word

about it. It wasnot written in gnch a style as

to have much eflect upon the House, for still

greater efforta had failed of success.  Men of |
grett inflnence had held meetings, hired presses, |
circulated addresses—in fact, taken every means |
to agitate the masses, and yet had {ailed, for the |
simple reason, that the maeses were sound to |

| that reason he was prepared to support the | the core, and their loyalty could not be shaken.

lle hoped the hon. Attorney General would
i his motion, therefore, and allow the |
petition 10 be quietly laid on the table. |

Hon. H. SHERWOOD was in favour ﬂfj
the.full right of petition; but he knew that!
cases had occured, when the House of |
Commous, and even the Senate of the Uni-!
ted Srates; had thought it nccessary, in
arder to preserve peace and good order to|
arrest a pelition on the very threshold.— |
And, in Lis opinion, this was a similar case. |
Hon. Members should remember that they |
were not given their seats in that llmlcre!

| fi ns u £ ara
{'draw up euch a conetitutionas as would with- | [°F the purpose of procuring a separation [

from Great Britain, but tomnaintain the ex- |
isting connexion, and to carry into effoct |
such reforms as may be necessary to the |
well being of the province. Bateould it be |
said, ot didany hon. ‘member imagine that |
they would be doing their duty to their |
constituents, if they allowed that petition |
to be laud on the tahle, which wou'd be tan

tamount to a declaration that the question |

of independenca or Annexation, was one!
| within their power to argue. He did not |
feel disposed so admit anything of the kind, |
and he would coneider it'to be his bounden !

they had taken. At the same tme he wish
ed 1t to be disyinctly nnderstood that he ad

| mitted fully the right of potition, anl that |
the petitiongra shonld not be liabie to any |
degree of punishment,  All that te claimed !
was tha right, a right which he would never
consent to yiell up, to cheek the progress |

of a petition, whenever he thought fit to
do eo. (

The House tiien divided on Mr. Baldwin's
Anotion,

Yeas—DMessrs' Armstrong, Badgely,
Baldwio, Be!l, Boultan of Norfulk, B>
of Toronto, Boutillier, B :rritt, Cameron of
Cornwall, Cartier, Cauchon, Cayley, Cha- |
bot, Christie, Davignon, Druminond, Du-

uiton '

nier, Fourqua, Gagy, G ullet, 11, LHincks,
Hopkins, Jobin, Johnson, Lacoste, Lalon-
taine, Laurin, Lemieux, McNab, Malloch,
McKFarland, McLoan, Marnit, Methot,
Mongenais, Mo:rison, Nelson, Polette,
Price, Richards, Rolinson, Scott of I'wo
Mountaine, Seymour, Sherwood of Brock-
ville, Sherwood of Torento, Smith of Dur-
ham, Smith of Frontenac, Swmith of Went-
worth, Stevenson, Tache, Thomnson—>57.

Nays—Messrs. Cameron of lient, De
‘Wint, 5‘, Holmes, MecCounnell, Papineau,

the Migistry; throughout his whole political life,
e

Prince, Sanborn—7.

action on this subject &s may be necessary
to eecure forthe Inhabitants of this Prov-
ince, the benefit of a cheap and uniform
Postage rate :

That the expedicncy of effecting an jn-
crease in the Parliamentary Representation
of the Province shall not fail again to en-
gage their attention :

That this House will give its best atten-
tior. to any measure that may be submitted
for its consideration founded on the Report
of the Commissioners appointed to inquire
into the conducf, discipline and manage-
ment of the Provincial Penitentiary and
thoy feel that the increasing wealth and
population of the Province, and the grow-
ing aversion to Capital Punmhmvnl,‘%endcr
it highly important that the eyetem of dis-
cipline establislied in that Institution, and
Gaols, chould be made as far as possible ef-
fectual for the prevention of crime and the
reformation of offenders :

That they will be happy to receive the
communications from . Her Majasty’s Com-
missioners for the promotion of the Exhibi-
tion of the Works of Inlustry of all Na-
tions, to be held in London in 1851, trans-
mitted to his Excellency through Her
Mnjesty's Secretary of State for the Colo-
niee, and they feel the fullest confidence
that the hope expressed by his Excellency
that Canadian Industry and Produce will be
fitiingly represented on that occasion will
not he disappointed :

That this ITouse ie happy to find that the
practice and procecdings in the Court of
Chancery in Upper Canada have been pla-

i eed upon an improved footing, calculated to
[ facilitate the business of the Court and les-
| een expense to suitors :

To assure his Exceliency that they will
not fail to tuke into their most deliberate

| consideration, as of analugous and perhaps

even equal Iiportance, the juriediction and
practice of the laferior Courts in that part
of the Province, with a view to the exten-
sion of their ephere of usefu!nees, and the
leescning as wiuch ae possible the expense
of hligation :

That the regulation of Municipalities snd
the construction of Gaols and Court Houses
in Lower Canada, and the laws for the se-

| lection and return of Jurors, and those for
[the Asscessment of property for local pur-

chesnay, Dumas, Fergnsson, Plint, Four=| poges 1n Upper Canada, shall alau engage

| their best attention :
| That this House will not fajl to give their
| moet carelul coneideration to the Accounts
| for the past and the Estimates for the pres-
'wm vear, whenever they shall be transmit-
{ted to them by His Excellency :
[ That this Ilouse rcceives with peculiar
| satisfaction the recommendation of His Ex-
| cellency to direct their attention to am en-
]qnlrv into the Revenue and Expenditure of
the Province, and trust that the considera-
tion of this important subject thus introdu.
jcad under the highest sanction, will not fail
\




