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No. VI. ’
Tfcf Aewe of these trie sections produced a 

boat of astonishment sod indignation irom every 
pat! of tho Province, and it received fresh 
Strength from the publication of Dr. Strachan’» 
letter to Mr. W il mot Horton. Meeting* were, 
held, resolotioas passed, petitions circulated for 
signature, and every other constitutional mode 
of expressing popular indignation resounded 
through the land. On the meeting of Parliament, 
the varions petitions oa «be subject were referred 
to a select committee consisting of Messrs. Bid-

to inform themselves with accuracy. Besides 
obtaining answers from the witnesses to very 
minute questions, a committee was appointed to 
bold its meetings' it York, called the Central 
Committee of (fpper Canada, and was directed 
to correspond with the other parts of the Pro­
vince, to suggest the appointment of District 
Committees, and to request that they would 
carefully eoliebtaod transmit the Central Com­
mittee at York, accurate information respecting 
the number of persons belonging to thé religious 
denominations in their neighborhood. ' In conse­
quence of these instructions, communications 
were received from the various parts of the Pro­
vince, containing correct and full information 
upon this subject, obtained from personal know­
ledge or inquiry, and authenticated by the signs-

" Nays—Messrs. Attorney General, Burn- learning, will upon these accounts, be limited 
ham, Clark, McLean, Scollick, Thompson, of and partial. We, therefore, humbly beg that 
York, Vankoughnet and Walsh—8. j Your Majesty will be pleased to listen to the

well, Mathews, Thompson of Frontenae, Hamil- fQrM of rMpfCtabie inhabitants. A Chart was
ton and Perry. The labors of that committee 
lye find thus ablf summed up to our hand, in the 
wee of articles on the University, published 
«one years ago in this journal, from the pen of 
Jobs Macara, Esq.

«• This Committee performed theirdutiee with 
the strictest impartiality. Before proceeding to 
the examination of the Letter end Chart, the 
Chairman transmitted to Dr. Strachan a copy of 
one of the petition# referred to them, and inform­
ed him that they would be happy to receive from 
him aoy informations open the matter submitted 
to their ceaotderaiioo. To thin communication 
Dr. Strachea returned an answer, declining to 
avail himself of the Committee’s offer to receive j 
explanations, but adhering to the statements | 
which he had mode in England. ' For my 
opinions,’ he wrote, 'I am responsible to no 
one. 1 had no desire to conceal them, and they 
were therefore publicly and openly expressed.— 
No consideration could have prevailed upon me 
to deny or mis-state them; but in applying them, 
every candid mind will feel that the general ex- 
preaaioas used admit the existence of exception.
I desire it only to be borne in mind, that they 
were given from memory,* a circumstance 
which Dr. Straehaa took ingenuous care to con* 
■Seal from Mr Horton. The Committee framed 
« list of fourteen questions, and examined in all

----- fifty, two- witnesses. Among the witnesses were
all the Members of the House of Assembly, i 
whose testimony they could obtain; seme Mem­
bers of the honorable the Legislative Council of 
long residence, high standing, and large posses­
sions in the Province; various Clergymen of 
digèrent denominations in York and its vicini­
ty; and a few other individuals of high respecta 
bilily.

“ The questions put by the Committee, rela­
ted, among other things, to the birth-place and 
education of the ministers of the various denomi­
nations; the tendency of the instruction and in­
fluence of the Clergymen throughout the Pro­
vince: the asserted increase of the Episcopal 
Church, and the tendency of the population to­
ward it; the wishes of the inhabitants of Upper 
Canada in regard to the establish meute of one or 
more Churches or Denominations in the Pro­
vince, with peculiar rights, privileges or endow­
ments; the interference in politics bv the Clergy­
men oTthe various denominations; the proportion 
of the members of the Episcopal Church to the 
whole population of the Province; the opinions 
of the witnesses we to which was the mntt nu­
merous denomination of Christiana in the Pro­
vince; the asserted ignorance of the teachers of 
the various Christian Denominations; and the 
accuracy of Dr. Straclian’s Ecclesiastical Chart 
of the Province.

*• The interrogatories elicited a ma a* of curious 
and "interesting information ae to the early Ec­
clesiastical history of Upprr Canada—and in 
every important particular Dr. Rtrarhin's state­
ments were ptoved to be false by the most irre­
fragable testimony.

“ The assertion in 6r. Strac'oan’s letter that 
the * people are coming forward in all directions 
offering to assist in building Chuches, and soli­
citing, with the greatest anxiety, the establish­
ment of a settled Minister.’ and that • the ten­
dency of the population is toward the Church of 
England, and nothing but the want of moderate 
support prevents her from spreading over the 
whole Province,’ were completely overthrown by 
the evidence. It was proved, that although the 
Episcopal Church had always enjoyed peculiar 
advantages in Canada: although it had been the 
religion of those high in office, and had been sup­
ported by their influence, and countenanced more 
than any other Church, by the favour of the Ex­
ecutive Government; that although its clergy­
men had possessed the exclusive right of mann­
ing persons of all denominations: and that al­
though the clergymen of the Episcopal Church 
bad also been -, liberally supported, and their 
Churches partly or wholly erected end maintain­
ed from the funds of a Society in England; still 
tha Oumber of members of that Church had not 
itareaaed in the same proportion ae that of seve­
re! other denominations, and the opinion of the 
witnesses vat decidedly expressed that the ten­
dency , of the population ttas not toward that 
Church. On the other hand, the Lightest testi- 

**** offend to the disinterested and inde- 
fslipbls exerttuee of the Methodist, Preabyte- 
re,B* 0|b«r clergymen who had bees calum­
niated by Dr. Strachan’a uùfuauJeU insinuations. 
Their influence and instruction, far from having 
[as was represented in the letter] a tendency 
hgytile to the religious and: political institutions 
of the Province, had been conducive in the 
highest degree, to the reformation of their bes­
tow fro® licentiousness, and the diffusion of eor- 
reot morale, the foundation of all sound lovait y 
•ad social order. There was no reason to be­
lieve that, at religious bodies, they had failed to 
leeblesio, by precept and example, as a Christian 
WJ. V1 mtaohment to the Sovereign, and a 
cheerful and cenagisnuous ebedieaoe to the laws 
if Ibo oeuairy.

*• Compared with the whole population, the 
I of ibo Church of England were found 

It constitute oa extremely email proportion. On 
oommilteo' ee* every exertion

framed from the materials thus obtained, and 
presented, in the opinion of witnesses who spoke 
to it, a very complete and fair view of the num­
ber of ministers and of the different religious de­
nominations in the Province. The information 
conveyed by this Chart so completely and satis­
factorily contradicts and falsifies Dr. Strachan’e 
statements, and bears so materially on the ques­
tion, whether a Charter granted on false repre­
sentations and calumnious insinuations, should 
not be set aside aud cancelled, that we thank it 
right to subjoin abstracts of the Charts framed by 
Dr. Strachan, and by the committee of the 
House of Assembly respectively:-*- 
ABSTRACT or DR. SIKaCHAI’s VCCLESIASTICAL 

CHART FOR THE TEAR 1827.
Episcopalian»—39 clergymen, and one under 

consideration—59 places of worship where regu 
Ur or occasional service—45 churches, ten of 
them building.

Kirk qf Scotland—2 clergymen, two others 
vacant—4 places of worship.

Independents—6 clergymen—6 places of wor­
ship.

Methodists—From 20 to 30 clergymen. 
ECCLESIASTICAL CHART—HOUSE OF 

ASSEMBLY.

The question was carried in the affvmative ‘ wishes of Your Majesty’s people in this respect, 
by a tpajutity of fourteen, and the report was re- and to cause the present charter to be cancelled, 
eeived and adopted, and the address read a se- and one granted free from the objection to which, 
cond time, adopted and ordered to be engrossed j emboldened by a conviction of Your Majesty’s 
and read a third time on Thursday next. ”

On Thursday, 2fiih March, the subject was 
resumed as follows: —

‘•Agreeably to the ordtf of the day, the address 
to His Majesty ou the subject of • religioye ee-
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ablishment and University, was read the third

Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. McDonell, 
of Glengarry, moves that the address do not 
pass: but that it be now recommited—which 
wae lost.
“Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. McDonell, of 

Glengarry, moves that the words ‘ and internal 
improvement’ia the fifth page of the address, in 
the fifth line from the top, by expunged.

“ On which the House divided, and the yeas 
and nays being taken, were as follows:—

“ Yeas—Messrs. Beasley, Bidwell, Cameron, 
Lcfferty, McCall, McDonell,qf Glengarry, Mc­
Lean, Morris, Perry, Rolph, Thomson, qf Fron­
tenac, and Vankouyhnet—12.

“ Nays—Messrs. Baby, Beardsley, Burnham, 
Coleman, Fothergill, Hamilton, Ilornor, J; 
Jones, McBride, McDonald, of rrescott and 
Russell, Matthews, Peterson, Randal, Scollick, 
Thompson, of Yoik, White, Wilkinson, and 
Wilson—18.

“ The question was decided in the negative 
by a majority of six, snd lost accordingly.

“ On the question for passing the address, the 
House divided and the yeas and naya being 
taken were aa follows;—

" Yeas—Messrs. Baby, Beardsley, Beasley, 
Bidwell, Coleman. Fothergill, Hamilton, Hor­
nor, Leffertv, McBride,- McCall, McDonald, of 
Prescott and Russell, Matthews, Perry, Peter­
son, Randal, Rolph, Thompson, of Frontenac, 
White, Wilkinson, and Wilson—21.

“ Nay»—Mener». Burnham, Cameron, J. 
Jones, McDonell, of Glengarry, McLean, Mor­
ris, Scollick, Thompson, of York, and Vao- 
koughnet—9. •

“ The question was carried in the affirmative 
by a majority of twelve, and the address was 
passed and signed by the Speaker, and is as

“ To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty.
“ Most Gracious Sovereign;

" Wc Your Majesty’s dutiful and loyal sub­
jects the Commons of Upper Canada, in Provin­
cial Parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to 
represent to Your Majesty, that we have seen, 
with equal surprise and regret, a letter and eccle­
siastical chart, dated 16th May, 1827, and ad- 
dreseed by the honorable and venerable Doctor 
Strachan, Archdeacon of York, a member of 
Your Majcs’y’s Legislative Councils of this 
Province, to the Right Hon. R. J. Wilmot Hor­
ton, at that time Under Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, for the information of Lord Gode­
rich, then at the head of the Colonial D-psrt- 
raent; aa they are inaccurate in some important 
respects, and are calculated to lead Your Majes­
ty’s Government into serious errors.

"*We beg leave to inform Your Majesty, that 
of Your Majesty’s subjects in this Province, only 
a small proportion are members of the Church of 
England: that there is not any peculiar tendency 
to that Church among the people, and that noth­
ing could cause more alarm and grief in their 
minds, than the apprehension that there was a 

£51 design, on the part of Your Majesty’s Govern­
ed ment, to establish, as a part of the state, one or 

more Church or denomination of Christians in 
this Province, with rights and endowments, 
not granted to Your Majesty’s subjects in gene­
ral, of other denominations, who are equally con­
scientious and deserving, end equally loyal and 
attached to Your Majesty’s Royal Person and 
Government. In following honestly the dictates 
of their conscience, as regards the great and im­
portant subject of religion, the latter have never 
{>een conscious that they have violated,aoy law 
or any obligation of a good subject, or done any­
thing to forfeit Your Majesty’s favour and pro- 1

P

c P

paternal and gracious feelings to your loyal sub­
jects In this Province, as well as by a senne of 
duty to the people, and a knowledge of their 
aoxietv upon the subject, we have presumed to

We would also beg leave to state that it is 
the general desire of Your Majesty's subjects in 
this Province, that the moneys arising from the 
sale of any of the lands net apart in this Provin :e 
for the support and maintenance of a Protestant 
clergy, should be entirely appropriated to purpo­
ses of education end internal improvements—we 
would most humbly represent, that, to apply 
them to the benefits of one or two Christian de­
nominations, to the exclusion of others, would 
he unjust as well ss impolitic, and that it might 
perhaps he found impracticable to divide them 
among all. We have no reason to fear that the 
cause of religion would suffer materially from 
not giving a public support to its ministers, and 
from leaving them to be an ppdrted by the liberali­
ty of their people.

Many works for-the internal improvement of 
the Province, of great importance’to its prosperi­
ty and to the ease and comfort oi Year Majesty’s 
subjects are necessarily neglected for the want 
of money in the Provincial Treasury: for although 
the taxes arc only of a trifling amount, yet, from 
the scarcity of* money and the want of even 
tolerable price for the productions of their farms, 
they are paid with great difficulty by many of 
Your Majesty’s people; it is impossible, there 
fore, to raise by taxation the means accessary to 
undertake and carry oh those works. It is also 
most desirable that a larger sum than is at pre­
sent at our disposal should be employed to extend 
through the country the advantages of education.

“ We therefore humbly pray, that the monies 
arising from the tale of the lands eet apart in this 
Province for the eonport and mamtanance of a 
Protestant Clergy may be placed at the disposal 
uf the Legrslatore of this -Province, for the pur­
poses we have mentioned.

JOHN WILLSON, Speaker, 
Commons’ House of Assembly,

March 29th, 1828. *
The reception which this address met at 

home, we will show in oor next chapter.
(To be continued.)

Urovinrial Parliament,

o o o ^Number of 
©§? 2 2 ^<§r,8uler heerere-

Note.—The Roman Catholics are not given 
in the chart; but it is well known that they were 
equal in number to any oilier denomination in 
the Province. There was also a considerable 
number of Lutherans and Quakers, of whom no 
notice seems to have been taken by the commit­
tee.

No return seems to have been obtained from 
the Episcopalians of the number of regular hea­
rers. It would be impossible to hazard a conjec­
ture aa to their amount, la a “Report of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Paris, for the year 1821,” it is slated 
that “ the greatest number of Church of England 
communicants at any one time during that year 
was 367.”

The committee reported on the 17th March, 
1828, and on the 18th the House went into com­
mittee of the whole upon it, when an addresa to 
the King, founded on the repdrt, was adopted.— 
The Journals show the following proceedings 
thereupon:—

“ Mr." Hamilton reported the report of the 
•elect committee, and an address to Ilia Majesty 
founded thereon, both as adopted by the commit­
tee.”

On the question for receiving the report, the 
House divided,and the yeas and naya being taken, 
were aa follows:

" Yeas—Messrs. Beardsley, Beasley, Bidwell, 
Cameron, Coleman, Fothergill, Hamilton, 
Hornier, Lcfferty, McBride, McDonald, qf Pres 
colt and Russell, McDonell, of Glengarry, 
Mitthawa, Morris, Fbny, Petetooe, Randal, 
■Wi. Whh*. Wilkin»», Wilm ud McC.ll

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Friday, May 17.
DEBATE OX PETITION FOR INDEPENDENCE continued

Col. GUGY said he could have no hesita­
tion in admit ting that the general rule 
wae in favour of the honorable mem­
ber for Essex. At the Fame time, there 
could be no kind of doubt that the Iloueo 
had a right to interfere in certain cases 
where the welfare of the community ap- 
a pea red to he in danger. And in his opi­
nion, if there was one question more than 
another ctictilated to agitate society— 
(hear, hear,]—and if Ho might so term il, 
resolve it into its primitive elements, it 
was the one involved in the petition pre 
•en’od by the hon. member for E<scx—r i , i .1 i , .1 ». i , crtraicr rii.-ris u*<i irikq oi Ruccese.[cheer, from both rule, of the ||o,„,]_,n,l h,d h,M mee.m,., h!r.d>
he could not eufnciemly express his regret circulated addresses—in fact, taken every
that such a petitition should have been 
found in that hon. gentleman’s hands. For 
that reason ho was prepared to support the 
motion of. the hon. Attorney General, and 
the rather, because the hon. member for 
Essex had stated .that he expected to re­
ceive more petitions of the same character. 
In that case it appeared to him to be still 
more necessary to take steps at once to 
convince the country, that they would not 
oerrnit it to be unnecessarily agitated. He 
looked upon it as a most insane project 1er 
propose at this moment the independence 
of the Province. Where was the Army ? 
Whore the Navy ? Whore the Ordnance 
to protect its independence, or the men to

tretion, or lo e,elude Ihernt!»,. from . partiel- 1 draw,"P » colMhlullon.. ». would Willi
1 fit a n<t I ho ahnnho # n I. in V, .1 ....... 1 1 I   I.

pation in the rights and privileges enjoyed by 
Your Majesty’s oilier subjects.

" We humbly beg leave to assure Your Majr8- 
ty that the insinuations in the letter against the 
Methodist Preachers in this Province, do much 
injustice to a body of pious and deserving men, 
who justly enjoy the confidence, and are the 
spiritual instructors of a large portion of Your 
Majesty’s subjects in this Province. We are 
convinced that the tendency of their influence 
and instruction is not hostile to oor institutions, 
but on the contrary is eminently favourable to 
religion and morality; that their labours tee 
calculated to make their people better men 
and better subjects; and have already produced, 
io.this Province, the happiest effects.

“ While we fully and gratefully appreciate 
Your Majesty’s gracious intentions io granting a 
royal charier for the establishment of a Univer­
sity in this Province, "T ™ :• v!^ V: ^:r•.
folly to represent, that, is the great body of 
Your Majesty’s subjects in this Province are not 
members of the Church of England, they have 
•esn with grief that the charier contains provi­
sions whi< b are calculated to render the institu­
tion subservient to the particular interests ot tha^ 
church, end to exclude from its offices and 
honors, all who do not belong to it In conae- 
qaence of these provisions its benefits will be 
confined lo a favoured few, while others of Your 
MqjCsty.’a subjects, for more numerous and 
equally loyal and deserving of Your Majesty’s 
paternal care and favour, will be shot out from a 
participation in them. Having a tendency to 
build op one particular church to the prejudice 
of others, it will naturally be go object of jealoo- 
V wd disgust. Its influence as a seminary of

stand the shocks to which it would be sub­
jected? Its independence would not last for 
24 hours, llu did not say that the coun­
try would be conquered by ah nrmed force; 
but it would bo overrun by bands of loafers 
and vagabonds from the neighboring repub 
lie. He did not wish it to bo understood 
that ho imputed to any man—-and more 
especially to the hon. mouther for Essex— 
a desire to bring about such a state of 
things. He only spoke of the inevitable 
result, and ho deemed i< necessary for him 
at once, on this occasion, to assure t ie 
ministry that whatever steps they took in 
order to carry out their object, should meet 
with his hearty support: and could assure 
them that he did not care what clas‘ of 
men stood up in defence of their allegiance, 
ho would stand by that cl-ise, and support 
them through thick and through thin. He 
had always said fo in private, and he was 
happy of having that opportunity to make 
his, opinions public. We are at this mo­
ntent tltc freest people in the world. [Hear, 
Iteah, from Col. Prince.] A good gover-r. 
ment with but slight taxation, and it ap­
peared to him that we ought to take pride 
in the consideration th at we am English­
men, and can boast, as subjects of that great 
empiie, that we have a thousand «hips on the 
sea, and a hundred thousand soldiers under 
arms to protect us in the full enjoyment of 
our right» and privileges. He confessed that hr 
looked upon thia attempt on our liberty with the 
utmost indignation, and apprehended that the 
course taken by the government could not be ob­
jected to with any piopriety. What would be 
thought of a man, who should rise in the Impe­
rial Parliament and propose that the Uitited 
Kingdom should be Annexed to Russia. Why, 
he would be looked upon at once aa a candidate 
for the strait waistcoat and the dark cell. And 
he held that that was a case precisely analogous 
to the present. Now, he did not rise to defend 
the Ministry; throughout his whole political life,

! he bad been opposed to them, and he still reserv­
ed to himself that right, whenever he should 
think proper to exercise it, but he should he 
happy to know what hearing the remarks of the 
hon. .member for St. Maurice had on this ques­
tion. The Government may have damaged 
themselves in the opinion of that hon. gentle­
man, or of those who think with him. bui thàt 
was not the question at issue. And it mtM he 
admitted that :he government had preserved or 
der throughout the entire Province, and that the 
merchant, the mechanic and the farmer could 
pursue their different callings in pence and fccu- 
rity, tevl that fact in his opinion ought at least 
to gain them pome credit with the hoo. member. 
He would conclude with observing that an inti­
mation on the part of the government, of an in­
tention to prosecute, was not always followed 
out, hut he ehould not he surprised, and (looking 
directly at Col. Prince) he must say he would 
pot be grieved to find that an example was made 
of some one.

Mr. CAMF.RON (Kent) was not prepared 
for the course that had been adopted on the pre­
sent occasion. lie stood in rather a peculiar 
position, and very possibly would be assailed 
with taunts and jeers for the coarse he was about 
to take: hut he had (fever yet shrunk from wVat 
he considered his duty, much less would he do 
so on the present occasion. The hon. Attorney 
General’s motion, he confessed, took him by 
surprise. He had no doubt, however, that it 
was well considered "by the hon. gentleman, 
whom fie believed to he better acquainted with 
Parliamentary practice than any one else on the 
floor of the House; but from all he fiad read, he 
was firmly convinced that the subject had a per­
fect right to petition on any eobj-ct which he 
pleased, lie believed that thefc wae one prece­
dent for an opposite course, derived from the 
practice of the neighbouring States, where the 
senate once refused to receive a petition paying 
for aa amelioration of the condition of two mil­
lions of human beings, sod he well remembered 
how ev *ry good heart honoied John Q Adams 
when he took the question up and insisted on the 
right of petition. The hon. gentleman then re­
ferred to the practice in the Imperial Parliament, 
which did not refuse to receive petitions in which 
the existence of the Holy Trinity wae denied, or 
in which the Creator was termed tfie ‘ ‘ mon­
strous God.” And, on a still later occasion, 
when the petition of the Charriais for the “ five 
points” was to be presented, Lord John Russell 
did not object to its reception although it involv­
ed à question which was eminently revolution­
ary and dangerous, but merely desired that no 
particular day should be named for it, in order 
to avoid a tumult. Now, although this petition 
was no doubt revolutionary, the people had just 
as good a right to say that they wished to throw 
off riierr aHegiscree aa-the ht>o. me m ber-wh »-had 
spoken last, had to make use of a similar ex­
pression last session.

Col. GUGY explained away the meaning of 
the words, which he was charged with using.

Mr. CAMERON continued. He was ac­
quainted with only five of the petitioners, includ­
ing Col. Prince, and they were all persons of 
respectability, but he was under the impression 
that in the Western Country there were not over 
25 or 30 gentlemen of respectability in favour of 
independence or annexation. He had attended 
several public meetings ini the county of Real, 
end argued against annexation on the same 
grounds as the hon. gentleman who preceded 
him. But by some means or other the reporters 
had never given him credit for hie tesriinony in 
their favor. He had then, speaking as a com- 
mefeial man, said, and he believed still, that we 
would fiave nothing to gain by a union with tfie 
United States, and that we are substantially the 
freest people on the face of the earth. But in 
spite of all that, lie did not think that the right 
method to deal with this case was to trample at 

I once on the rights of hon. members, and on the J rights of the people, for he felt it had been done 
already once too often this Session. He had 
been served himself in a similar manner last Ses­
sion, by having a Bill thrown out on the first 
read.ng. and hon. members might rest assured, 
that he did not take such treatment very well.— 
The proper course to have taken with that peti­
tion would have been, not to have said a word 
about it. It was not written in pitch a style hr 
to have much effect upon the House, for still 
greater efforts had failed of success. Men of

every means 1
to agitate the masses, and yet had failed, for the 
simple reason, that the masses were sound to 
the core, and their loyally could not be shaken.
He hoped the hon. Attorney General would 
withdrawals motion, therefore, and allow the 
petition to be quietly laid on the table.

lion. II. S1IER WOOD was in fiivotir of 
t-ke-ful! right of petition', but ho knew that I 
cases had occured, when the House of ‘

DRAFT OF AN ADDRESS,
In answer to the Speech of His Excellency 

the Governor General, proposed on Fri­
day, tbo 17th May, I860.

The following are the Ministerial resolu­
tions on the Speech, as moved by Mr. Far*
gtiFson :—

Resolved,—That an humble Address be 
oreaen’ed to Hie Excellency the Governor 
General, thunkiYtg his Excellency for hia 
'gracious Speech from the Throne at the 
opening of tho present Session of Porlix- 
incnt :

To assure His Excellency that this House 
cordially unites with him in deeply regret­
ting the dea’h of the Queen Dowager, « 
Princess whose many virtues endeared Her 
to all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects :

That the occurrences of the past year, 
and the necessity which had arisen for pro­
viding suitable accommodation for Parlia­
ment while in Session, having imposed on 
Hie Excellency.the duty of considering, du­
ring the Recess, the importent subject con­
tained in the Address of this House of last 
Session, relating to the place of holding the 
future meetings of the Legislature, Hie Ex­
cellency in giving effect to the prayer of 
that Address kjrsummoning Parliament to 
meet at this place, has given additional 
proof of his desire to meet tho wishes of 
the Peoplr, as expressed through their Rep­
resentatives ;

That this House trusts with Hie Excel­
lency, that the important changes recently 
made in the Imperial Navigation Laws, and 
the improvements effected in the Provincial 
Canale, will tend to promote materially the 
commercial interests of the Province, and 
to attract to the route of the St. Lawrence,
» considerable portion of the emigration of 

'"’Europe to this Continent :
That it affords this House much gratifi­

cation to learn from Hie Excellency that 
recent advices from England indicate a mar­
ked improvement in the value of Canadian 
Securities in the British market, and tiiey 
assure his Excellency that nothing shall be 
wanting on their part which may have a 
tendency to encourage such reviving confi­
dence ;

That this House is fully sensible of the 
great importance of these Colonies of pla­
cing the trade between the British North 
American Provinces^ on iim ufuei unrestric­
ted footing, and they rejoice to learn that 
His Excellency has, during the Recess, been 
in communication with the Lieutenant Go­
vernors of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
and Prince Edward Island, and with the Go­
vernor of New Foundland, upon this sub­
ject, and to assure His Excellency that they 
are fully prepared to place such powers in 
the hands of the Executive Government ae 
may enable it to meet the advances of the 
Sister Colonies in a liberal spirit :

That this House is pleased to learn that • 
measure for the establishment of Free trade 
between Canada and the United States, In 
certain articles, the natural products of 
each, corresponding to that passed by the 
Legislature of this Province at it* last Ses­
sion on the same subjpct, is now under the 
consideration of the Congress of that coun­
try :

That this House is glad to learn that by | 
an Act passed during the last Session of 
the Imperial Parliament, the entire control 
of the internal Posts in British North Ame­
rica is vested in the Provincial Authorities, 
and they are prepared to take such furtlUr 
action on this subject as may be necessarv 
to secure for the Inhabitants of this Prov­
ince, the benefit of a cheap and uniform 
Postage rate ;

That the expediency of effecting an in­
crease in the Parliamentary Representation 
of the Province shall nut fail again to en­
gage their attention :

That this House will give its best atten­
tion to any measure that may be submitted 
for its consideration founded on the Report 
of tho Commissioners appointed to inquire 
into the conduct, discipline and manage­
ment of the Provincial Penitentiary and 
tliov feel that the.... . .... ........ ..... .. ....... „ »cre»sioB wealth »d

Cum.no:,», an,! even <!,o Senate of tl.c Uni- 0 'Jle rr‘,,'"^re' »"d
ted States, ha,l thought it necessarv, in I TÇ t0 Penwhmeoi.lender
order to preserve peace and good order to 11 h.'Kh ^ "n'!orl,nl lh,t lhe •Vlpoi of di«- 
acrest a petition on the very threshold— *”.'"•''«““o?: «■[!
And, in his opinion, this was a similar case,
Hon. Members should remember that they 
were not given their seats in that House 
fur the purpose of procuring a separation 
from Great Britain, but io maintain th.e ex­
isting connexion, and to carry into effect 
such reforms as may be necessary to the 
well being of the province. But could it be 
said, (A did any hon. member imagine that 
they would be doing their duly to tiic;r 
constituents, if they allowed that petition 
to be laid on the table, which would be tan­
tamount to a declaration tint the question 
of imlependenco or Annexation, was one 
within their power to argue. lie did not 
feel disposed so admit anything of the kind, 
and he would consider it to be his buunden 
duty to support the Ministry, in the stand 
they had t<tlv'n. A» the same tune he wish 
cd it to be distinctly understood that he ad­
mitted fully the right of pet j1 ion, an 1_ that j 
the petitioners should not be liable to nny j 
degree of punishment. A!! that, he claimed I 
was tha right, a right which hv would never 1 
consent .to yield up, to check the progress 
<>f a petition, whenever he thought lit to 
do io.

Tho House then divided on .Mr. Baldwin's 
.inotion-T -------—--------------—

Yeas—Messrs Armstrong, Badgely, 
Baldwin, Bell, Boulton of Norfolk, Boulton 
of Toronto, Boutillier, B :rritr, Cameron oi 
Cornwall, Cartier, Cauchon, Cayley, Cha­
bot, Christie, Davignon, Drummond, I)u - 
chesnay, Dumas, Fergusson, Flint, Four­
nier, Fourquio, Gugy, G iillet, II ill, 1.1 tucks, 
Hopkins, Jobtn, Johnson, Lacoote, La Fon­
taine, Laurin, Lomieux, Me Nab, Malloch, 
McFarland, McLoan, Merritt, Met hot, 
Mongenais, Morrison, Nelson, Polvtte, 
Price, Richards, Robinsou, Suott of Two 
Mountains, Seymour, Sherwood of Brock- 
vtlle, Sherwood of Toronto, Smith of Dur­
ham, Smith of Frontenac, Smith of Wont- 
worth, Stevenson, Tache, Thompson—57.

Nays—Messrs. Cameron of Iv-nt, Do- 
YYtuV'À;-Holmes, McConnell, Papineau, 
Prince, Sanborn—-7.

Gaols, should be made as far as possible ef­
fectual for the prevention of crime and the 
reformation of offenders •

That they will be happy to receive the 
communications from Her Majsety’e Com­
missioners for the promotion of the Exhibi­
tion of the Works of In lustry of all Ni- 
tions, to be held in London in 1851, trane- 
milted to his Excellency through Her 
Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colo­
nies, and they feel the fullest confidence 
that the hope expressed by his Excellency 
that Canadian Industry and Produce will be 
fittingly represented on that occasion will 
not he disappointed :

That this House is happy to find that tho 
Practice ami proceedings in the Court of 
Chancery in Upper Canada have been pla­
ced upon an improved footing, calculated to 
facilitate the business of the Court and les­
sen expense to suitors: *

To assure his Excellency that they will 
qoi full to t^kc into their most deliberate 
consideration, as of analogous snd perhaps 
even equal importance, the jurisdiction and 
practice of tho Inferior Courts in that pert 
of tho Province, with a view to the exten­
sion of their sphere of usefulness, and the 
lessening as much as possible the expense 
of litigation :

That the regulation of Municipalities end 
the construction of Gaols and Court Houses 
in Lower Canada, and the laws for the se­
lection and return of Jurors, and those for 
the Assessment of property for local pur­
poses in Upper Canada, shall also engage 
their be-t attention ;

That this House will not fajl to give their 
most careful consideration to the Accounts 
for the past and the Estimates for the pres­
ent year, whenever they shall be transmit­
ted t o them by His Excellency :

That thia House receives with peculiar 
satisfaction tho recommendation of Hie Ex­
cellency to direct their attention to an en­
quiry into the Revenue and Expenditure of 
the Province, and trust that the considera­
tion of this important subject thus introdu­
ced under the highest sanction, will not fail


