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Ottawa, Monday, March 31.
CIVIL SERVICE.

Mr. MACPHERSON row to call atten- 
tion to the increasing annnal expenditure 
in the departments of the public service, 
and enquire if the Government has under 
consideration a scheme af substantial re
trenchment. He referred to the contin
gencies, which averaged nearly $400,000 a 
year for the past five years. One of the 
most objectionable usee to which a portion 
of this money Was applied was to pay extra 
clerks. This expenditure had increased 
from $4,443 in 1871 to an average of $35,- 
000 a year for the past three or four years. 
The Civil Service Act forbids the enploy- 
ment er payment of extra clerks in the 
public departments for a period longer than 
one month, except by order-in-Counoil, ami 
if employed for a longer period than six 
months it must be as a permanent clerk. 
This rule had been systematically violated 
by the late Government. Contingencies 
were only intended to cover expenses that 
could not be foreeeen at the time the esti
mates were noted, and he believed if the Act 
were strictly complied with it would be one 
step towards retrenchment, as it was a 
great temptation for a Government to draw 
on tide fund to reward political friends and 
dependents. The next item of increased 
expenditure to which he wished to direct 
attention was in Customs, which expendi
ture, he regretted to see, was again in
creased. He contended that in the face of 
a falling revenue there ought to have been 
a reduction in this service. In 1876 the 
revenue from Customs was $15,351,011, 
while the cost of collection was $682,673, 
or a percentage of 4.45. In 1876 the revenue 
from Customs declined to $12,823,837, 
while the cost of collection had increased 
to $721,008, or a percentage of 5.62. In
1877 the revenue from Customs declined 
again $12,546,967, while the cost of collec
tion increased to $721,604, or a percentage 
of 5.75. Last year the revenue from the 
same source was $12,782,824, while the 
cost of collection was $761,157, or a per
centage of 5.68. At the port of Montreal, 
in 1873, the ooet of collecting the revenue 
was If per cent., while in 1878, although 
the revenue had declined, the cost of col
lecting it had increased to 3 per cent. It

aid seem as though the Custom House 
in Montreal had been given over to ward 
politicians who filled it up with officials as 
they pleased. It was exceedingly diffi
cult, after extravagance had prevailed for 
years, to inaugurate a policy of retrench
ment. In Toronto also there had been a 
large increase in the cost of collecting the 
Customs, and unless the pressure that had 
been brought to bear on this department 
in the past for appointments was resisted, 
the revenue of the country would be eaten 

’up by officials. In New Brunswick, pre
vious to Confederation, the cost of collect
ing the Customs had been small compared 
with what it had been for the last five 
years. Nova Scotia showed the same un
necessary increase. Quebec Province 
showed an advance, between 1873 and 
1878, in the percentage of the cost of col
lection from 3 to 4.57 per cent. The cost 
of collecting Customs revenue in Great 
Britain was only 3.38 per cent. He hoped 
the leader of the Government would do all 
in hie power to enforce retrenchments in 
all the departments during the coming 
year. He knew it was ar difficult and dis
agreeable task, but some means should be 
devised to ret rid of supernumeraries. 
He next referred to the poet office 
management. It was not a service that 
could be expected to be self-sustaining in a 
country so sparsely settled ; but the strict
est economy should be observed in that 
service. In 1874 the deficit in the Poet 
Office service was $847,297 ; in 1876 it was 
$365,529; in 1876 it was $520,287; in 1877 
it was $590,365 ; in 1878 it was $517,148. 
The total increased expenditure in 1878 
over 1874 was $406,361. The percentage 
of deficit to revenue was in 1874, 17 per 
cent. ; in 1875, 24 per cent. ; in 1876, 36 
per cent. ; in 1877, 40 per cent. ; in 1878, 
32 per cent. The cost of collecting a dol
lar through the poet office in 1874 was 
$1.16, and in 1878 $1.33. There was an 
increase in the groee revenue every year 
except in 1876, and for the five years the 
gross increase was $137,570. In looking 
at the Poet Office Act, under which the 
free delivery of letters was authorized, he 
found that the Postmaster-General of that 
time expected a large increase of revenue 
from toe free delivery of letters in the 
large cities. On investigating the matter, 
he was very much disappointed at 
the result. In Montreal the decrease 
in revenue from the post office 
in 1878 as compared with 1877 was over 
$10,000, while the expenditure had in
creased over $29,000 ; or while the per
centage of expenditure to revenue in 1874 
was 25 per cent., iirl878 it had increased 
to 48 per cent. He read a statement show
ing that the percentage of the ooet of col
lection had increased in the same period 
in Ottawa from 39 per cent, to 84 per cent; 
Quebec, 37 to 68 ; Toronto, from 26 to 36. 
Hamilton and other cities also showed an 
alarming increase of expenditure and de
crease of revenue. The total decrease of 
gross revenue from the poet offices of the 
eight large cities of the Dominion where 
free delivery was in force, was $15,044 in
1878 from 1874. The increase of expendi
ture for the same time was $93,160. 
The decrease of net revenue in 
\$78 compared with 1874 was 
$108,204. It was utterly impossible that 
the service had required all this ad
ditional expenditure, and he thought 
it called for a complete change of system. 
He did not see why the city offices could 
not be managed on a contract system which 
would prevent them from being crowded 
with officials through political pressure. It 
required a violent change, some revolution
ary policy to put a stop to the growing ex
travagance in the public service that had 
been inaugurated by the late Government

ment had been greatly reduced. He took 
credit to himself for having called 
attention to this subject a few 
years ago, to the enormous expenditures of 
toe London office under the managership 
of Mr. Jenkins. He had had an oppor
tunity of witnessing thepractical working 
of that department in England, and from 
what he had seen he was satisfied that 
there was no corresponding equivalent for 
so large an expenditure. The change that 
had been made bv the late Government 
from the west end of London, some three 
miles from the centre of business, to the 
centre of business was a good one. But 
at the same time the establishment was 
too large and expensi ve, and contained too 
many officers.

Mr. SCOTT charged Mr. Maopherson 
with bringing this matter before the House 
rather from political motives than to benefit 
the country. He considered, however, that 
it could only be discussed fairly before the 
Publie Accounts Committee, where they 
would have the details and expenditure be
fore them. It was impossible, otherwise, 
to follow the figures of the hon. gentleman, 
and to decide whether the chargee he had 
made ware correct or not. He then pro
ceeded to take up the question of toe In
crease of expenditure, which he charged 
had been inaugurated by the Macdonald 
Administration in 1873.

At six o’clock,
Mr. PELLETIER moved the adjourn

ment of the debate and the House ad
joined.

Tuesday, April 1.
TRADE WITH FRANCE.

Mr. BUREAU moved for a return con
taining a copy of or an extract from every 
clause or article relating to Canada con
tained in any treaty of commerce, conven
tion, or international regulation now in 
•force between her Majesty’s Government 
and any foreign power ; and a copy of

every treaty of oemmeroe 
jesty’s Government may 
with any foreign power wi 
or extending the benefit of 
her Majesty’s “ "
referred to 
ion, end oo 
turiee to come 
tien of 
oeeded to 
and coni 
them with

which her Me-

out thé great advanl

f"L
"tie IhMuS* 

tariff of France,
rhich

most favoured 'HRtion” over other coun
tries. He referred specially to the duties 
upon square timber, heels and «heel, ship
ping and furniture, which, if exported 
from this country, were met by duties 
which were virtually prohibitory or by ac
tual prohibition, while they were subject to 
tight taxes when «ported from England. 
From a personal knowledge of the boot and 
shoe industry irf Montreal, he knew that 
it was suffering fHtafeuch cause, is this. 
Now, was it fast that we, a portion 
of the Bswt*,'ehsuld be deprived 
of the privileges «which England enjoyed ? 
Up to a comparatively recent date We had
French^poSwl^—- _ ___

shipbuilders 6046$; bet the late Gevsfd- 
ment, in SSkUtiKfmeof those * 
changea of tfiotiMff Inquired la a
like this, p 
They gave 
eminent, k 
teev shown, 
took place, and 
their colpeT 
oonventions 
enjoyed 
that the1 
endeavour to 
toe Imperial Cleveeemaatte dial with for
eign ooun tries in snob matters,

Mr. AI KINS «aid there wae » difficulty 
in the way of granting the motion. The 
documents from which the hon. gentlemen 
desired to get extracts were not in the 
Archives of the Government. They were 
not, therefore, in a position to aooept the 
motion. ;

After a brief dieonssion, the motion was 
withdrawn.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Tuesday, April 1.
THE TARIFF.

Mr. HOUDB resumed the adjourned de
bate on the tariffi He said that the elec
tions having been carried in favour of pro
tection, the Government was bound to oarry 
it into effect, and this they were doing by 
the tariff The Fort Frances look, which 
wae undertaken by the late Premier ae a 
monument to his greatness, would remain 
as a tower of Babel and a witness of the 
extravagance of the late Government. The 
captain of the ship of state had allowed 
himself to be attracted by the eougi of the 
sirens and had become shipwrecked, only 
sixty of the crew having reached the shore. 
Discussing the question of free trade and 
protection he maintained that the advocates 
of the latter contained ae many leading 
names ae toe former, among the number 
being Colbert, Napoleon IIL. Franklin, 
Jefferson, Clay and others. Free traders 
were now-a-days doctrinaires. Even Adam 
Smith laid down that in oertain oases pro
tection was legitimate and neoearary. The 
doctrine laid down by him applied to onr 
position towards the United States. Mr. 
Stuart Mill rise’advocated protection in 
thé circumstances of new countries. 
The leader of Ike Opposition had 
stated in the oouree of the debate that the 
United States were ruined by protection. 
But what had be eaid on a previous occa
sion ? At Sarnia hi (Mr. Mackenzie) eaid : 
—** It was qtite evident that 
the United r'~ntafae manufacturer» 
had to a great extwti'ttgeiiied their lost 
position. In 1874 tkty were able to ex
port great qiuutstiarùtti cotton good» to 
this country, egetii vdfcbh 
duty.” The

time ago it i 
gentleman (Mr.M 
“ They were able to export « 
to the highest oettop market 
supposed to rule toe world.
Let few mouths ti 
fine sugar to Gres* 
them and the Freuoh they had almost suc
ceeded in driving the British refiner out of 
the market. It wae almost impoeeible that 
Canada should escape a considerable amount 
of suffering 1 from’this cause. The com
plaint of Canadian manufacturers was that 
Canada had been made a sacrifice market 
for these goods. and, no doubt, 
that had been productive of great 
injury to our trade." And the hon. 
gentleman now stated that the United 
States were not sucoeesfuL He (Mr. 
Hondo), then alluded to the reduction 
which the United States Government had 
made in its debt, the inoreaae in its exports 
and importa, the withdrawal of a large 
part of its debt from the European market, 
and the taking up of toe loans by the peo
ple themselves. Hon. gentlemen opposite 
had also said that this tariff was going to 
encourage manufactures and to induce com
petition. Competition was just what toe 
people wanted, and it wae competition that 
would keep down the price and prevent 
the formation of rings, which some mem
bers of the Opposition had said would be 
sure to spring up. (Hear, hear).

Dr. ORTON pointed out that the efforts 
of the Opposition had been to set , dam 

clam and section against
But notwithstanding that

* * * ’leaten — a fact 
of the Reform 

party had had to admit in his paper. The 
people had expressed toieir new ou the 
subject, and, as the London Times had 
said, the aovermgn will of the people must 
be obeyed. (Hear; tear.)- He was Sur
prised to find the4>ppbeitioi 
the desire of theptople. He 
make himself beltov» that the patriotism 
of the Reform party had been lost in their 
lorn of the Treasury benches, but he did 
believe that with the lorn of pew* their 
good judgment had been impaired. The 
tariff was one whieh called tor the good 
opinion at the people and it bow on it the 

da master hand. He had received
and I

i able to export

against 
section, 
they had been fairly 
which the Great Mogul 

to admit in

had worked so beneficially that if its suc
cess oontinned they would aot only sup
port it, but vote for the Conservative 
party. A leading Reformer in his own 
constituency had written him that if its 
operation continued to produce the good 
effects now fiowing from it, he would vote 
for the Conservative party all his life. 
(He*, he*.) He wae proud that one of 
the distinctive feature» of the tariff was 
agricultural protection, which the Coneer- 
vatives had promised, and under it onr 
farmers would no longer be compelled to 
compete with the agriculturalists of the 
United States. The national policy would 
be oompleted by the adoption of a national 
currency, under which the country would 
no longer be compelled to go to the British 
money market to raise loans.

Mr. MILLS said he oould not congratu
late the Government on a fulfilment oftheir 
promises. They had promised only a re
adjustment of the tariff whereas they had 
made it largely protective. They had 
promised a reduction of the duties on tfa, 
coffee, sugar and «Ils, and promised that 
the revenue would'bd"made np by an in
creased consumption of whiskey. That 
promise had not been carried out. Neither 
had the promised free breakfast been given 
to toe poor man. Bit stove, his fuel, Ms 
table linen, his chairs, his bread had been 
taxed in the interests of the manufacturers. 
The only thing he oould return thank, to 
his Maker for wa* that his hen-coop and 
his pump were n$t taxed. He denied the 
right of Parliament to control the private 
affaire of individhsla, which it was endeav. 
curing to de by enacting a policy calculated 
to change the current of trade and to direct 
the proper management of private bnai-

Mr. BOSS (Duadas) thanked the Min- 
ister of Finance for She care bestowed in 
perfecting the fiscal policy, which would 
meet with the approval not only of the 
House but of the country. If the gloomy 
predictions of the hon. member for Both-

well were fulfilled, the present Adminis
tration would soon be driven from power. 
The policy proposed would have been 
adopted sooner except for a oertain amount 
of prosperity and facility for mmking 

which we possessed, in oonsequenee 
umstancea which occurred in the 
States. At all events this policy 

wae in the direction of helping ourselves, 
an* waa one step in the directum ef bring
ing about the advantages expected 
from the great echeme of Con
federation, one of the most important 
of which was an intetprorinaial 
trade, for the country waa one of vast re
sources and institutions, and with a pro
per effort such as that which was now 

wed, those resources oould be utilized 
the country made prosperous. At

unity had re- 
When in Par-

hie

proposed,i 
and the i | 
last the agricultural 
ceivea some consiaei

in 1872 he bid ptrintftd out thst 
while Ihe manufacturing interests were 
sufficiently protected, the farming classes 
were neglected. He read a motion sub
mitted by himeslf in PwUament at 
time, and expressed pleasure that 
desires had been fully realised.

Mr. HE880N took the floor, remarking

3S
utredueed, and *# general prosperity to

1----- *— which might be Blmg
result. He alluded te

wes ef the ' 4MM)X
cey of the Opposition, and showed
by quotations from the Trade and Naviga- 
re turns that a* the rate at whieh oar no- 

the Uaitsd States had increased 
England dams seed

far aa its

during the past few 
few years ease to irai

____ we would in a
import from England at 

alL He statement that the policy of the 
Government was intended to injure trade 
with Great Britain wae nonsense. He advo
cated the iesue of a national paper currency 
aa One of the first remedies to be applied in 
connection with the national policy. Such 
issue should be at least to the extent of the 
money voted for the expenditure on the 

iblie works of the Dominion and should 
o contractors and made a legal 
▲ specie currency was a dead 
and vieil"

P*be paid I 
tend*, 
currency 

The Hi
l yielded no annual interest, 

ouse adjourned at 12.35 a.m.

THE SENATE.
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Wednesday April 2.
DOMINION DAY.

Dr. CARRALL moved the second read
ing of the Dominion Day Statutory Holi
day bifl. He contended that he was the 
first person to move eight years ago that 
the first ef July should be a national holi
day. On that occasion the Nova Sootia 
representatives objected to the measure 
and it was withdrawn at the request of 
the leader of the Government. As every 
country had its national holiday he be
lieved that Canada should have hers. At 
present Dominion Day was only a holiday 
for the youth of the eountry by the suffer
ance or caprice of employers, and he wished 
to have this day set apart in each ye*, 
oonaeorsted as it were to the flag of the 
Dominion.

Mr. CAMPBELL said the hon. 
had every right to introduce a 

this nature. The Government had 
oooasion, some years ago, oh- 

to a measure of this kind beoauae of 
the feeling of irritation that existed st that 
time in Nova Sootia. He trusted, how
ever, that that feeling had passed away, 
and if it was the pleasure of toe House, he 
had no objection to Dominion Day bring 
now made a statutory holiday.

The six months’ hoist was lost on a vote 
of 25 ye* and 36 nays.

The bill was then reed the second time.
PUBLIC EXPENDITURE.

Mr. PELLETIER resumed the debate on 
Mr. Meophenon’i motion respecting the 
pubtis jgp «éditais of the Dominion. He 

gnu nestsry I» occupy the 
In meeting the chargee 

of Mr. Mnepherseo since that had been so 
ably met by Mr. Scott

Mr. READ eaid he had been led to look 
into this question and had failed to find 
this increasing ei 

there was a <
On the oon- 

of ordinary ex
heads. whilevarions

i interest account had run np greatly it 
was for money wMch the Government had 
borrowed and not chargeable to ordinary 
expenditure. It was something which 
could not be avoided so long * we con
tinued to construct public works. But the 
decrease in ordinary expenditure waa 
steady ainoe 1874, except in 1876. In 1874 
it was $13.060,000 ; in 1878 $11,843,000. 
In Administration of Justice there was aa 
increase in eousequenoe of the Supreme 
Court, but in Police, Immigration and 
Quarantine, Ocean and River Service, Mis
cellaneous and other items there was a 
very considerable redaction. When dis
sected the Public Accounts showed tost 
the'principal cause of the increased ex- 
pediture was in Administration of Justice, 
Interest and Indian Grants. In the Post- 
office Service there was a large increase, 
but he thought there oould be no desire on 
the part of hon. gentlemen to starve the 
oouâtry service.

Mr. ALLAN considered that this ques
tion should not be dismissed in a partisan 
spirit, * it was a matter of very deep oon- 
cem. The disproportionate increase of ex
penditure in the publie service, * com
pared with revenue, was greatly due to 
the political pressure that was brought to 
be* on Miniates of the Crown. He 
thought Mr. Maopherson’» enquiry was 
a judicious one, and one that was 
not , at all calnulated to emhw- 
rese the hand» of the Government.

Dr. BBOU8E charged Mr. Maopherson 
with having Leon actuated by partisan 
motive in toil matter. He oontidered 
Canadians ought to be prend of their postal 
system. Although the expenditure for 
this service w* large, and had 
greatly increased, the people ware 
deriving great advantages from it, 
and they had value for their money.

At 6 p.m. Mr Maopherson moved the 
" nmentof the debate.

Senate then adjourned.

house of oommoNS-

Wednesday, April 2. 
CANADA TEMPERANCE ACT.

Mr. McCUAIG introduced a bill to re
move doubts * to the true intent 
meaning of oertain provisions of the Can
ada Temperance Act of 1878.

The bill was read a first time.
TRENT RIVER WORKS.

Mr. KEELER moved the appointment 
of a select committee to take into consider
ation toe return to an address of this 
House of the 24th February last, relating 
to the river Trent mid Newcastle distort 
navigation and canal works. He eaid the 
return wMoh had been brought down 
showed thst eomething very uncommon 
had occurred in this matter. On October 
8te last, two days before the late Govern
ment went out of power, the Trent river 
works wee transferred by order-in-Counoil 
to tiie Ontario Government without noth», 
and in what appeared to be a secret man
ner. The whole pro needing seemed to him 
to be in direct violation of the law of the 
land, * toe works were plaoed end* the 
Dominion Government by the British North 
America Aot, and they were not of that 
oharaoter to be handed over to the Provin
cial Government. He understood that the 
transfer was made with a view te influ
encing the next general election in On
tario. It was in view ef this thst he 
moved that an enquiry should be made, so 
that if the works were improperly trans
ferred toe order-in-Conneil ef the 8th of 
October might be revoked.

Mr. CAMERON (Victoria) said the mat
ter was one of great publie importance, 
from a constitutional and parliamentary 
point of view. The first ooet of the* 
works was $670,000, and adding to that 
sum the repairs, the total expenditure on 
them would exceed a million of dollars. 
In the last days of its existence, the late

Government thought proper te hand them 
over to the Ontario Government 
when there was no parliamentary authority 
for so doing, and when there was no 
immediate urgency for such action. He 
questioned whetiwr a practically defunct 
Government had a right to give away Do- 
minion property in this manner. The 
works included 116 miles of lake naviga
tion and 92 mil* of river navigation, and 

there iso rnuoh were they used that 
fully forty-one steamers—many of them of 
Urge sise—navip ^— **“ —‘—
There were also 
the works. Lind to the extent of 20,000 
or 30,000 acres, and of great value, had 
also been handed over to the Province, 
looking at the* facts one naturally i 

made. Iti
id that the work» were handed over to the 

Ontario Government to be used in influenc
ing toe Ontario elections, and ho (Mr. 
Oamsreo) had information showing that 
Reform candidates in that vicinity now 
were boasting that the Provincial Gov
ernment had secured the land» 
and that soon the dams and other 
works would he torn down $ large 
quaatitiw of land wonld be reclamed 
and sold to perse* owning ad joining lands. 
He did not believe the late Government had 
power to hand valuable works and lends 
over to a provincial Government, and the 
only motive far it seesaed to be to give the 

vintial Government political influencepro vine 
to the <

Mr. BUBSHaM said the first intima
tion that w* giv* of the transfer ef the 
work» was when the Ontario Government 
proposed » thsir supplementary estimates 
a vote of $1,000, not tor toe mainteanoe, 
but for the removal of the work». Ha tea- 
tified to the value of the works and pro- 
tested against their transfer, simply foe the 
purpose of priul;~g the Ontario Govern
ment to say that it would be in a position 
to sell lands, and by bring able to say that, 
to endeavour to influence many of the
electors. (X)CKBUBN (Northumberland) 
raid that « id* had prevailed that the 
Trent valley and works might ultimately 
be need* a short route from the great 
West to the mean. A company waa incor
porated in 1874 having that object, it bring 
alleged that a saving of distance would be 
effected of 200 mil* from Uhioago to Mont
res!. In oonsequenee of the financial 
stringency of the times the scheme was net 
proceeded with. If this work oould not be 
proceeded with * Government work, it 
would have been carried out by a private, 
company, which w* strongly supported in 
the United States. By oriUr-in-Council 
the whole scheme was swept away, al
though no grant of public money oould be 
made without vote of Parliament. He waa 
at a low to know on what pretence the 
works oould be transferred to the Ontario 
Government by the Into Administration in 
ite last hours of existence. Serious litiga
tion might ensue in regard to the transfer 
of obligations and rignts under order-in- 
CounciL If the works at Hastingi were 
not maintained, the whole of the property 
of a company having a capital of one mil
lion dollars wonld be utterly destroyed, 
and there were undoubted obligations on 
the part of the Dominion Government to 
maintain the work». The transfer was 
made without hon. members belonging to 
the district being made acquainted with it 
until some time after the meeting of Par
liament.

Mr. MACKENZIE eaid the making of a 
canal on the route to the Georgian Bay had 
been pronounced impracticable long ago. 
The work» were a source of expen* to the 
Dominion, and yielded no advantage what
ever, and it was the interest of the Govern
ment to get rid of works which were not 
now, and never would be, of any possible 
profit.

Mr. BROWN (Hastings) contended that 
the Ontario Government should assume the 
responsibility of maintaining the works, 
which had art been done. He urged that 

should be maintained in the in- 
jhe. mills and other industries in 
valley and in the public interest

(Cardwell) said in letters 
he vu informed that the 

transfer or* made, not in the interests of 
the oountry, but in the interests of the 
Reform party. The Government oould, 
had it wanted to transfer the works, have 
done so at an earlier date than a day be
fore their resignation. In the neighbour
hood of the works there vu great to* 
last the work» should not be maintained, 
agi that ww one reason why the transfer 
was so oMeotionable.

Mr. BO WELL said that it vu strange 
that the late Government should have 
waited a day before ite resignation to 
transfer the work» to the Ontario Govern- 
ment The late Government should have 
stipulated with the Ontario Government 
for the maintenance of the works. For 
years «peculators had been endeavouring 
to, get possession of the land on the* 
works belonging to the Government, 
and then pomne the policy the Ontario 
Government evidently intended to follow— 
and that was to *11 the lands and put the 
money in their pockets. There vu scarcely 
aa acre in 20,000 or 30,000 acres of fanning 
land along the whole line which wouL not 
*11 for $40 per acre. It w* strange that 
the doctrine respecting local works being 
plaoed under provinoUlgovemmente should 
now be advocated when the late Premier 
had effected local improvements to the ad
vantage of his own political friend». The 
whole transaction connected with the Trent 
works appeared to he a second edition of 
the transfer of property belonging to the 
Intercolonial railway at Metapedia tj a 
friend of the late Government for a few 
hundred dollar», although it was worth
^sTjOHN MACDONALD said there 

were two pointa in the caw whieh called 
I* consideration. . One vu whether the 
action of the Government waa a legal one, 
and the other vu whether if it waa legal 
it was judicious. From listening to the 
arguments of the hon. member from Vic
toria (Mr. Oamerqn), it ooonrred to him 
that we late Government had no right to 
transfer the property, and if so, the order- 
in-Oonaril would be voided, even if it had 
been advertised, which it w* not. An
other point was this. The provisions of the 
Public Works Art relating to the transfer 
of property to a provincial Govern
ment read * follows : — “ One condi
tion of every snob lea* or transfer 
of any bridge, road, or publie work, shall 
be that such wort shall be kept in thorough 
repair.” That provision w* not madein 
the transfer * it should have been to make 
it legal. He thought it would be found 
beyond a doubt that the convey
ance vu illegal, and if * the Minister of 
Public Works would be guilty of derelic
tion of duty if he did not take immediate 
possession of the property, interfere with 
the* who were destroying it, and proceed 
against them * trespassers. But 
suppose it vu within the province of the 
Dominion Government to make the trans
fer, vu it just and right to do * f They 
were just about to resign ; they were no 
long* responsible to the country ; their ex
istence vu counted, not by days, bnt by 
hours ; and yet they oould coolly hand 
over works which had ooet so much money 
to the looal Government in order to prevent 
responsible men from having the power to 
deal with the property. The transfer was 
wrong, unjust, unconstitutional, and one 
of the moot inexcusable acts of which a 
government oould he guilty. He hoped 
the Committee would inquire into the 
disastrous consequence to the people 
•/footed by the transfer. The Committee, 
he hoped, would addre* itself to it with 
all speed, far a more unjustifiable, impro
per, and he vu about to say wicked, art 
was nev* oommitted by a Government.

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that negotia
tions had been going on for a longtime be
tween the Ontario and Dominion Govern
ments, How far they were verbal he was 
not aware. There w* nothing unconsti
tutional in completing negotiations already 
f* advanced. If Government had desired 
to retain office, they might have remained 
in office three months long* and met Par-

Sir JOHN MACDONALD said the late 
Ministry might have remained in office un
til Parliament had pawed a vote ef want of 
confidence. A little bird had said that

®*rww

very i 
took

such was the intention of the Government 
(He*, hear.) A little bird alao said that 
owing to the foot that the hon. gentleman 
had Drought the credit of toe oountry * 
low, and oould not go to England * a dis
credited Finance Minister and float a new 
loan, the Government were obliged to ra
ver* their original decision. (He*, he*.)

Mr. MACKENZIE denied toe assertion». 
Their decision was to clow all business and 
then resign. Ho defied the hon. gentleman 
to produce any proof to the contrary, or to 
bring forward the bird. The Premier had 
given a legal opinion without studying the 
question or knowing the terms of the 
lea»*, There would be claims on leas* 
against the Dominion Government.

Sir JOHN MACDONALD said, what he 
stated wu that any claim that they might 
have would come against the Dominion 
Government, and not against the Ontario 
Government. (He*, he*.)

Mr. MACKENZIE raid that that vu a 
nice way of getting out of it. But he 
it that the Dominion Government 

would not be responsible. The Ontario 
Government only decided to accept the 
worts oo the 4th Ootober, and in trans
ferring the works he believed he did what 
wae quite right.

Iti. KIRKPATRICK supported the po
sition of the First Minister, and said that 
the tranefw had been made to per** who 
had exprewly stated that they would not 
take tine property subject to the liabili
ties.

The motion was oarried.
LIGHTHOUSE AT FRESQU’ ISLE 

BAY.
Mr. KEELER moved far letters relating 

to the building and eelaoting of the site of 
the lighthouw erected last summer is 
Preeqs’ Isle Bey, Northumberland, On
tario. He eaid that in this caw public 
money wu spent tor party purposes, * the 
lighthouw, which ooet $3,000, vu quite

Sir ALBERT SMITH» (Westmoreland) 
eaid that the oerrespomdenoe showed that 
numerous applications were made for the 
lighthou*.

The motion vu agreed to.
THE ELECTION ACT.

Mr. ROBERTSON (Hamilton) resumed 
the debate on the motion of Mr. Cawy for 
the second reading of the bill to amend the 
Art respecting the election of members of 
the Hou* of Commons end the motion of 
Mr. Artell in amendment “ That the bill 
be read the second time this day six 
months.” He objected to thfc clan* pro
viding for the disqualification of a success
ful oaadidate who may at any time before 
Ma nomination have treated a person who 
was an elector. The bill was like a trap 
wt by knavee to catch fools.

Mr. CASEY—Order, ord*.
Mr. MACKENZIE eaid if the hon. gen- 

tleman attached one term to the introducer 
of the bill he muet aooept the other him
self. (Laughter. )

Mr. ROBERTSON raid he did not mean 
to apply the term " knave” to that gentle
man. Neither did he think the cap wonld 
fit. He used it in the p*liamentary sen*. 
The difficulty in the bill vu that it would 
bring within the operations of the Art 
people who had no intention of violating 
the law. For hie part he thought oanvaw- 
ing could he stopped altogether, except w 
far * addressing public meetings was oon- 
oemed.

Dr, STRANGE thought the Election 
Art wae at present too stringent No can
didate could go before the electors, and if 
he vu aoeustomed to treat his Mends, im
mediately stop his habit, howev* good his 
intentions and denies. It was almost im
possible for a candidate to oondurt an elec
tion without there being a possibility of 
some one being called against him. He op- 
posed the present bUL

Mr. WHITE (Beat Hastings) said that at 
the Septerabw election in his constituency, 
the Reformera told the electors that toe 
ballot» wonld be numbered and it would be 
known how
proposed Mil
election!* He favoured open voting; end 
hoped the ballot system might be abolish
ed. He opposed toe preesnt bill « well aa 
that of the non. memo* for North Simooe 
(Mr. McCarthy).

Dr. ORTON suggwted that instead ef 
rendering the law more intricate, * this 
bill would, it would be well if the Hou* 
legislated in the direction of simplifying 
the law. He w* in favour of recounting 
—when a recount vu demanded—the 
ballots rejected by the scrutineers. This 
would prevent tampering with the ballot- 
box* after the elections, which some un
scrupulous partisans were ready to do.

Mr. PLUMB reminded the Hou* that a 
form* Conservative Government had plaoed 
the trial of election cm* under the judges. 
An amended election law was introduced 
by the late Government, and under it 
great frauds were committed $ but 
no amendment was then moved by the hon. 
member for West Elgin (Mr. Cawy. ) When 
the election law had been tampered with 
by hon. gentlemen opposite, loop hoi* of 
escape were found to favour corrupt prae- 
tices at elections. A clan* was added 
under which no prosecution oould be oom- 
menoed against a candidate daring the 
session, and a candidate who had fought 
hi» way into the Hou* oould hold hie seat 
during the fast session of any P*liament. 
The member for West Elgin wae not 
satisfied with the legislation his leaders 
had given to the eountry and he came down 
with a bill every clan* of which could be 
disposed of by anyone who knew anything 
about the English law. The’ special 
object of the bill was to punish an elect* 
called Day, who* acta were declared by a 
judge not to be corrupt. The effenoe of 
treating was described in the Aot. Having 
shown the absurdity of inwrting a clan* 
providing that any candidate or agent who 
practised general treating should be fined 
$200, he raid the bill of the hon. member 
for North Simooe (Mr. McCarthy) was 
worthy of consideration, but such was not 
the oaw with the pre*nt bill.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) said the present 
bill was intended to ole* up some of the 
avenu* to corrupt practices, • the 
principal feature of which was treat
ing. He knew of no agency so de
moralising to toe electorate as treating.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell) asked where 
w* the hon, membw lor West Middle*! 
whew a motion in faveur of prohibition 
was made in the last Parliament. He 
then came forward and submitted a 
motion to declare that the time vu 
inopportune for action. The hon. gentle
mans temperance prinoiplw were merely 
political claptraps. People in Canada 
held that the law w* stringent enough 
now, as it had already been decided that 
if a person, though not appointed agent, 
had been seen in a committee-room treat
ing, the candidate vu responsible for that 
treating. But in this bill a more stringent 
provision was made, for, according to it, if 
a gentleman who had been defeated at the 
fast eleotien was spoken of to-day * 
a possible candidate for the next general 
election five years hence, one single aot 
of treating by him during the next 
five years would result, not merely in the 
voiding of his election, but in the disquali
fication of the unfortunate candidate. And 
although this strict rule w* applied to the 
candidate, in this bill provision vu insert
ed allowing a deputy returning officer to 
commit any numb* of mistakes, and per
haps fraud, such * that which wu oom
mitted in' toe Jaoqu* Cartier election case, 
without punishment « invalidation of the 
election. He was opposed to the making 
of toe ballot more lax. He had been op 
posed to the ballot, but now that he had 
seen how well it had worked, how it had 
removed the system of looal party terrorism 
which the Reform party had exercised over 
its supporters, and how it had resulted in 
people riving a free expression of opinion 
on ' public matters—one good result of 
which had been the return to power of the 
Conservative party-he wished to s* that 
Aot sustained, and he wished to prevent 
any attempt to weaken it from being sno- 
oeaefuL For the* reasons he supported 
the six months’ hoist.

Mr. CASEY oomplained that the Min
istry had not expressed an opinion upon 
his little bilL (Laughter.) He denied 
that the member f* West Middlesex had

not, while the Reformers were in power, 
dene anything in the in teres* of temper- 
acre, and pointed in proof of his denial to the 
Soott Temperance Aot, Which temperance 
people, he raid, looked upon * toe Art 
suited to their wants. He intimated that 
it would be better tor toe personal inter
ests of the hon. member tor East Hastings 
(Mr. ArteU) if be withdrew his motion for 
the six months' hoi it.

Mr. OASEY asked hon. gentlemen op- 
posite to allow the bill to go to the oom- 
mittee to which the bill of the hon. mem
ber for North Simooe ‘had been referred. 
The lead* of the Government had inti
mated hie willmgnq* to allow that.

Dr. TUPPER said that the hon. member 
for West Elgin having rejected the pro
posal of the lead* of the Government to 

er it to the same committee as the bill 
the hen. memo* for North Simooe, as'a

had ensued, and the six months’ 
heist had been moved. He hoped the 
Hou* would adopt the amendment.

The amendment giving the bill the six 
months' hoist vu then carried.

The Hou* adjourned at 1230 e.m.

THE SENATE-

w they voted. Yet under the 
üljmoh select done by^a dgpsty.

Thursday, Aprils.
CAMPBELL DIVORCE CASE.

In tiie Campbell divorce ease, Jam* 
Keith Gordon w* called to the b* of the 
Hou* and examined under oath * to the 
servi* ef notice upon respondent. The 
witne* having withdrawn,

Mr. BBE80R moved that Mra. Camp
bell’s petition be read.

The motion was agreed to, and the peti
tion was referred to the Committee on 
Standing Orders and Private BUls.

PROHIBITION IN MANITOBA
Mr. GIRARD introduced a bill to amend 

the Canada Temperance Act of 1878, * 
f* * the same may become applicable to 
Maaitoba.

CIVIL SERVICE EXPENDITURE.
Mr. KAULBACH resumed the adjourn

ed debate on the subject introduced by 
Mr. Maopherson in the following words :— 
Tqcall attention to toe increasing annnal 
expenditure in tiie departments of the pub
lic service, and enquire if the Government 
has und* consideration e scheme of sub
stantial retrenchment. He thought Mr. 
Maopherson deserved thanks for having 
brought this important subject before the 
Hou*. He saw no reason why the ooet of 
ooDeoting a diminished revenue from Cus
tom» should have increased * largely. He 
thought that the increased cost of poet 
offices m citi* had not been satis
factorily explained. Since the prewnt 
Government had come into pew* they 
had shown a ' desire to decree* 
the expenditure.

Mr. DEVER said that Mr. Maopherson 
had done good *rvice in bringing financial 
questions before the notice of the public. 
He did not agree with him, howev*. that 
thé safari* of Ministers should be reduced. 
In fact, they were not Urge enough now. 
There were, howev*, gther ways in which 
a raving could be effected. In super
annuations alone, the increa* of expen
diture und* the late Government was 
steady and rapid, having run up some 
$300,000 in four years. He condemned 
them for having prematurely put the 
Weight» and Measures Art mto opera
tion, and entailed an unnecessary ex
pen*, amounting to $377,000, during their 
term of office upon the eountry. He 
ment to the Art, and reduced expenditure.

Mr. KAULBACH—They have reduced 
it $37,000 this year.

Mr. DEVER was aware of that, but 
hoped they would even do bettor.

Mr. FLINT defended the poet office ex
penditure, and contended that the salarie* 
of oountry postmasters should he increased. 
He pointed to the fart that einoe 1874 the 
expenditure on repairing and furnishing 
Rideau Hall had been $215,160; and he 

that before cutting down the to
ot members and toe salaries of

to high plan*
Mr. McLKLAN moved the adjourn

ment of the debate until to-morrow.
LIEUT.-GOVERNOR LETHLLIER.
Mr. CAMPBELL, before the adjourn

ment of the House, announced that the 
Government had advised his Excellency to 
dismira Lieut. -Governor Letelli*, but that 
tiie ca* had been referred to England in 
ord* to settle for the future the relations 
between the Dominion and the Provincial 
Governments * f* as the office of Lieu
tenant-Governor is concerned.

The Hon* adjourned at 5.35 p.m.

HOUSE OF OOMMONS.

Thursday, April 3.
THE TRENT WORKS.

Dr. TUPPER laid on the table furth* 
papers connected with the Trent navigation 
works.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR LETELLI ER.
Sir JOHN MACDONALD ro* and said : 

—Mr. Speaker, before the orders of the 
day are called, I have to state that I wait
ed on his Excellency the Governor-General 
and informed him that after the resolution 
of the Senate of the last session of Parlia
ment and the resolution of the Hou* of 
Commons daring the present session it was 
the opinion of hie Excellency’s advisers 
that the usefulness of M. Leteilier, Lient. - 
Governor of Quel*», was gone, and advised 
that in the public interest it was expedient 
he should be removed from his office. His 
Excellency thereupon was pleased to state 
that * the federal system introduced by 
the British North America Art, 1867, was 
until then unknown in Great Britain * hro 
colonies, there were no precedents to guide 
him to a decision in the present os*, and 
aa it would aettie the future relations be
tween the Dominion and provincial Gov
ernments * far * the office of Lieut.-Gov- 
emor wae oenoemed, he deemed it expedi
ent to submit the advice offered him and 
the whole oa*and attendant circumstano* 
to h* Majesty’s Government for their con
sideration and instructions,

THE TARIFF.
Mr. SNOWBALL resumed the debate on 

the tariff resolutions, prophesying thst the 
tariff was going to ruin New Brunswick in
asmuch ra that it would increa* the price 
of floor, and destroy the carrying trade 
between that Province, England and the 
United States. He denied that England 
und* free trade was suffering to the extent 
reported, and claimed that goods sent 
there for sale were only sent as an adver
tisement, and that they, not being sold, 
were afterwards returned to the United 
States. If protection was wanted here at 
all, he wanted to have it in smell doses, 
and on articles for the production of which 
we had all the materials end labour in the 
oountry. He advocated protection to the 
fishing interest, so that our fish should not 
be destroyed with impunity. He hoped 
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries would 
SCC to tKia,

Mr. GIROUARD (Jacques Cartier), said 
the question of protection or free trade 
had been before the oountry for some 
time part Upon it the people 
had given their verdict, and he 
waa one of those who accepted that verdict 
aa right, and who oould not agree that the 
people were wrong and the minority were 
right. Time, howev*, weald tell. He 
hnd faith to protection, and notwithstand
ing the statement ef the previous speakers 
that it had ruined the United S ta tee, he 
believed that the fact that that oountry 
had redeemed its national currency waa a 
proof that prosperity existed in it. Pro
tection had also made France the moat 
prosperous of all nations. The prewnt 
policy of Germany was protection, and 
even in Great Britain it was rapidly gain
ing ground. Protection oould rave Canada 
from starvation. It wae said that the pro
posed tariff was anti-British. Bat it was a 
Canadian one. Customs’ regulations were 
not a matter of sentiment in England. An 
examination of the English tariff would 
show discriminations against the Colonies, 
and particularly against Canada. Under 
the tariff of 1862 toere was a duty of 10s. 
levied on be* imported from the Isle of 
Man and £1 from Canada. Under that of

1874 all spirits imported from Canada into 
th? W» ” except rum, were charged 
a duty of 8». fid., whereas the duty on British 
and Irish spirits was 6s. 6d. At the prewnt 
ti™6 «pinte imported into Great Britain 
from British Colonies were charged with a 
duty of 10s. 2d., whereas the exciw duty 
oo. the same article produced in
Great Britain was 10s., * a
difference of 2d. per gallon against 
Canada. An examination of toe treaties 
with foreign countries, Uepeeially with 
France, showed that discriminations had 
been made against British colonies. He 
had a list of one hundred articles the 
duties upon which were altogether in 
favour at Great Britain and against the 
British colonies, and more particularly 
Can*!». The duty qn tea imported from 
England into France was 3f. under the 
teeaty, which had been renewed a few 
d»y« ago, where* the duty charged on the 
TÎ?V£rti^ **Ported from Canada was 
Ilf. 20c. The duty on wooden ships en- 
tiering Fran* from Canada was 40f. per 
ton, while English-built ships were charg- 

duty on iron ships 
brought from Censda was 50f., ss 
2f. on ^ English-built vessels of that class. 
If we did not take care of our interests not 
eren Great Britain would guard them. 
Above all he wae Canadian and in favour 
of Canada fCheers. \

Mr. WADE alluded to the questionable 
taetira whieh brought the late Govern- 
ment into power, and contrasted them 
with the great principle upon the adoption 
of which by toe oountry the prewnt Gov
ernment succeeded to office. While in 
office the Reformers had declined to 
give protects*, time injuring the people, 
and the people had given their verdict on 
the question. The 
engaged in adding i 
tiening the wisdom <
(He*, he*.)

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) raid that the 
denunciations of the Opposition members 
respecting the imposition of the prewnt 
tariff were a strong condemnation of hon. 
gentlemen on toe front Opposition benches. 
The ex-Finanoe Minister, who had a 
bettor knowledge of the state of the fin
ancée than other members not in the secrets 
of the Government, admitted that if we 
had been accustomed to an income-tax, 
he would have proposed such an impost 
last serai on. We were in a bettor position 
now than then, and it appeared that, in 
addition to other deficits there would 
be a deficiency during toe present ye* of 
$2000,000. It was under too* circum
stances the duty of an administration to 
impose such duties ra would produoe an 
equilibrium between expenditure and 
revenue. Hon. gentlemen opposite seem
ed to have suddenly developed a love 
for those engaged in that trade—but very 
late in toe day. They did not ooneidm the 
lumber trade m 1874 when the then Finance 
Minister proposed to make a general ad
vance of 24 per cent, on the 15 per cent, 
list. They did not consider the interest of 
the lumber trade when they proposed to 
take toe article of tea off toe free 
list and pnt a duty of 6 cents per lb. 
on the article used by the lumberers. 
But during this session they had endea
voured to create an imprewion against the 
prewnt Administration because, as toe Op
position alleged, the lumber industry had 
not been protected. He (Mr. White) was 
quite willing to admit that that trade was 
of the greatest importance to the country, 
and he would be sorry to decry the trade 
in whieh he had betel brought up and 
which he had followed all his life. But 
the House oould not get over this fart that 
the exporta of toe products of the forest 
from toi» oountry were annually decreasing, 
for while in 1873 we exported lumber to 
the value of $28,000,000 we exported last 
ye* only $20,000,000 worth. View- 
mg the tariff, as a whole, he believed it 
would meet the wish* ) of the people 
and be generally accepted.

Mr. MUTTART raid he waa amused at 
the lie* sad made by toe Opprartfan for 
the opinion of the people to be token at 
the polls on the tariff. The whole policy 
had, hnweora; bee* fully dteouwechtiSre 
the electi*■, and if an appeal were now 
made the present party in power weald be 
sustained oy even a larger majority. When 
the fiscal system which nad been inaugur
ated had been fully earned out, trade 
would be encouraged and the people made 
self-reliant and prosperous.

Mr. McDONALD (Victoria, N. 8.) re
ferred to the hard times which had pre
vailed in tiie oountry, and 00atended that 
both partira should unite for the purpose of 
mendmg matters. He condemned the late 
Government for its want of policy, and ex
pressed himself aa in favour of giving the 
policy of the preeent Government a fair 
trial. If the Opposition had a better policy 
they could announce it and he would con
sider it favourably, but pending the in
troduction of a policy by them in the in
terest of the country he wonld support that 
which had just been introduced.

Mr. TASSE said':—Mr. Speaker. At the 
outaet I must congratulate the Government, 
I must congratulate the Finance Minister 
upon having submitted a tariff which will 
commend itself to toe approval of a great 
majority of toe members of this House, 
of a great majority of the people 
of this country. This tariff is a com
plete vindication* of the principles 
professed by the Conservative party. It is 
nota half measure,. ‘‘ neither fish nor flesh.” 
It ia a thorough protective, a thorough 
Canadian, a thorough national tariff. 
Whilst on the Opposition bench*, our 
party oommitted themselves to s measure 
which—according to toe motion of the then 
honourable lead* of toe Left, sin* hap
pily transferred to your right, Mr. Speaker, 
—would protect the agricultural, the 
mineral, and toe manufacturing interests 
of this country. And notwithstanding the 
volcanic eruptions of the honourable mem
bra for South Brant, notwithstanding all 
his thunder—and a toundra that had no 
lightning—the mort inveterate opponent of 
the Government cannot dispute the fact 
that our pled»*, our promisee have been 
fully redeemed. Our reform friteids are 
fond of extelling the prosperity ef Eng
land, but we are fully aware that if 
the Moth* Country possesses an im- 
men* capital, that if her fonda are inverted 
in almost every land, that if she rules the 
mm—en object of pride to every eon of 
Britannia—few ooontriee have to-day so

gentlemen exalt the prosperity of the Moth* 
Country, they torjget systematically to men
tion what protection has dune for some of the 
moat important and richest peoples under 
the sun. They do not state, for instance, 
that France und* a healthy system of 
protection enjoys probably the largest sum 
of prosperity, and that nowhere is wealth 
so generally distributed. Not many years 
sgo, sir, she seemed to be prostrate, aft* 
one of the most disastrous wars that ever 
afflicted a nation. But a great man was 
then at the helm of State—M. Thiers. 
He set himself nobly at work, fully deter
mined to stir up the despondent spirits ef 
the nation, to repair the ravages of the 
war, and to restore France, if possible, to 
h* form* proud position. Did he adopt 
free bade principles, Mr. Speak*, to save 
France, to restore her affairs ? Not at all 
Although the heneurable leader of the Left 
contends that no ** wm in his sens* can 
favour protection "—a very graceful com
pliment to the intelligence of this House— 
to the intelligence of the great majority of 
the electors. M. Thiers resorted to one 
of the most protective systems that ever 
were inaugurated—a system which, 
although called an 11 unmixed evil,” has 
given to France an immense revenue, has 
enabled her to pay her enormous war ran
dom, has revived her agriculture, her 
commerce, to such an extent that she 
has fully recovered h* former prosperity. 
The system has produced such marvellous 
results in France that Germany has been 
compelled reluctantly to adopt the policy 
of h* old rivaL Prince Bismarck may not 
have been “ in his senses ”—according to 
the honourable leader of toe Left—but we 
all know that aft* having given free trade 
a fair trial, he has been forced to admit 
that it had cot benefitted hie country, and 
that protection alone could ameliorate the 
condition of bade and manufactures. The 
gentlemen opposite have given US the rasur

J

posing 1

Government

■*ist ere long free trade will be estab-

Sin the United States, bnt no great* 
n could be indulged in. Since 1865 
ere have been longing «tor the renewal o!

------- relations with onr neighbours,
;ve we obtained! We have 
to Washington for that pur- 

Mr. Brown being the last, and 
has been the result of their 
> Whilst we opened our mar-j 

to most of their commodities^ 
» Chine* wall around them, imJ 
iee on our products aa high as SO 

rssat It is not the first time 
that proteetion has been applied here 

* the evils now * universally 
of. At a time of a great 
depression a Conservative 

__ ________established in J859 a pro
tective tariff of 20 per cent, and even 25 
mt cent, in oertain branches of industry. 
The Conservative rulers of that time—of 
whom one of them is our pre*nt Prime 
Minister—did not proclaim that thev could 
do nothing to alleviate the commercial 
suffering, that the causes of the distress 
were beyond their control, and that nature ' 
must supply the remedy. They held, on 
the contrary, that they could do ranch to 
improve the condition of the country, that 
it was their dnty to help the people ov* 
whom they were ruling by such legislative 
mesne as were at their disposal, and they 
made the first and successful step in the 
way of a Canadian National Policy. Mr. 
Speaker, every true citizen of this country 
mast have suffered for the last fear years 
beyond measure in witnessing the policy of 
inaction of the late Cabinet. From a party 
point of view Conservative! might have re
joiced at their admitted incapacity to af
ford relief, but from a patriotic standpoint 
—and I believe there ia yet such a thin 
patriotism ; I believe there is yet such a 

as » national spirit, onr dnty towards 
oar country being paramount in my esti
mation to our duty towards our party— 
every Canadian must regret that effectual 
measures hare not been adopted sooner, if 
■ot to create prosperity, at least 
to relieve the unexampled commercial 
•offering pervading the whole land. 
With this tariff Mr. Speaker, will be in
fused a new life and a new vitality into 
oar agriculture, into onr commerce and 
into our industry. The* three great in
terests of the State are inseparable, and 
what affects one beneficially cannot fail to 
benefit the other». The hon. late Finance 
Minister and his colleagues have assumed 
to speak on behalf of toe country in rais
ing them voice—and in the case of the 
hon. membra for South Brant it has been a 
thundering voice—«gainst the tariff—
against that " thing,s as it has been called 
by that gentleman. The hon. gentlemen 
oppoeite may sneer at that “thing," bnt 
that little “thing"—that “bitter thing" 
devised by toe enemy—has been almost 
" * * ” of toi "the draft-knell of their party, and will 
keep them in the cold shades of o' 
loafer than they dream of. With this 
tariff we shall cease to be mere exporters 
of raw material to be purchased by for
eigners and brought back to Canada in 
some manufactured shape. Our country, 
air, imports foreign fabrics every year to 
toe extent of $60,000,006, and if the* 
articles—or a great part of them—could 
be fabricated here, thousands and 
thousands df operatives would get em
ployment, whilst, as it is, a proportionate 
number of artisans subsist by us in foreign 
1 *“ We would rave alao an immense

l which we export every ye* to en- 
fareigners, and which drains the best 

luesnro* ot the nation. With this tariff 
Mr. Spaak*, we «hall see our most vain- 
able min* of coal and iron fully worked 
oat, tone enlarging the field of labour and 
giving a new impulse to our development. 
There, are items which I might have pre
ferred a little high*. There are others 
which1! might have liked low*. But as it 
is positively impossible to fabricate a tariff 
capable of meeting every one’s taste, every 
one’s fancies, or every one’s interrat, I 
it to be a dnty, a paramount duty of the 
occasion, to waive any personal opinion 
I may entertain on separate points, and to 
accept the reeult of the exertions, the pa
triotic exrations, ef the Government * a 
whole, on the broad principle of protection 
to onr native industries, in ord* to secure 
what toe eountry needs, what the country 
demands, and what, I am sure, the country 
will obtain by the adoption of the preeent 
mrasnre—by the adoption of onr Na

Mr, LONGLEY said the people of Can
ada properly looked to the Natioaal Policy 
for relief from the difficulties under which 
the eountry wae suffering. Under it equal 
righto between Canada and the United 
State» would be restored and placed on a 
fair bams. He felt quite confident that ' 
Canada was able to compete successfully 
with all comers. He criticised the action 
of the late Government, and attributed to 
them in a large degree the depressed state 
of teede. He prophesied that before five 
years had passed the advantages of the 
new tariff would be generally acknow
ledged. The prosperity of other days 
would have ere that returned, and onr 
manufacturing and all other interests 
would be in a flourishing condition

THE LETELLIER MATTER.
Mr. OUIMET ro* and said :—Mr. 

Speak*, before I move the adjournment of 
toe debate I ask the indulgence of the 
Hou* in offering a few obsravations. 
Every bee. member remembers the rather 
startling statement that has been made to 
this Hoe* this afternoon by the right hon. 
the Preaai* in regard to what had passed 
between him and his Excellency the Gov- 
eroor-General * regards the dismissal of 
the Lieut. -Governor of Quebec. According 
to the statement made by toe right hon. the 
Premier, this Hon* was informed that, 
according to the raeolution that was 
passed by this Hou* on toe 4th March 
last censuring the Lient -Govern* of 
Quebec, the Government here thought 

te recommend to his Exoel- 
toe advice that the usefulness 

of Mr, Letelli er, Lieutenant-Governor of 
Quebec, waa gone, and therefore they re
commended his dismissal, to his Excellency; 
that his Excellency had been pleased to in
form toe right hon. toe Premier that the 
question was a new one, that the federal 
system wm not much known in England, 
that toere was no precedent in the matter, 
and that he would refer the matter to the 
Government of h* Majesty the Queen. In 
making the few remarks I intend to make 
now, I wish to place myaelf in the right 
Position before the Hou*. I rise here, not 
« account of my being, and having been 
in toe past—as I hope to be in the future— 
a follower of the prraent Government. I 
do not ri* to blame the Government far 
what they have done. But I ri* * a 
representative of the people who* righto 
have been trampled upon by a high* au
thority, by the Governor-General, who, I 
believe, has acted unconstitutionally. 
(He*, he*.) The Leteilier ques
tion, ra a Quebec question, has 
now Mitered a new phase. This is 
no more a party battle. This is no more 
a question on which we might differ in 
opinion. The question of Leteilier Iras 
disappeared from the face of this Do
minion. Now ' the question that rises is 
«lia. The distinguished nobleman who ia 
now toe Governor-General believes, or has 
*°tod so as to lead us to think that he 
“•“•vea, he has toe authority to refer the 
Mvioe ef his Ministers in a question, pure 
*■” «impie, of administration, wherein the 
*j*P«ial interests are not oonoeracd 
■mlwrt and which, according to onr 
*nowledge, or at least in my humble 
gwmm, ought to be wttled by this 
Government * his Excellency und*
*dvioe of his Ministers. And Mr.
»het » toe u* o( all toi, dise

with which we have ___  _
f08»d f* ft, te* four * five days if his 

the Governor-General has the 
“■“* to step in and interfere and 
J bis Ministers that in a

of looal administration he will 
_*x*tly refuse their advice, 

-T*1”* it to be reviewed by the Downing 
1 end the offioers ef the Im- 

17 Well, Mr. Speak*,
* been debated far 

to ”ye ie to be emit ov* to England 
-1. m vie Weil by toe Downing street 

—Hue can well ray that a 
1 of time will be spared by el

1


