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ous proposition promptly before him, 
asking him what steps he better take 
to expose or deal with the corrupt 
offer. Mr. Wilson advised against 
making it public at the time in view 
of possible pending proceedings, and 
accepts the full responsibility for 
Mr. Purser's silence. Mr. Boyer was 
not so counselled, and a month later, 
at the township nominations in Dov­
er, he publicly announced that he had 
received the offer from Mr. Stephens.

There was surely no political sig­
nificance in Reeve Purser’s prompt, 
and private report to his solicitor a 
year ago; there was surely no politi- 
cal significance in Councillor Boyer's 
statement to his constituents last De. 
cember. What possible object could 
these honorable men have in manu- 
facturing a story of that kind?

Did Mr. Stephens hear of the charg- 
es preferred against him. "Yes," he 
said in answer to a reporter's query, 
"I heard of it." Then why did he 
not deny it then, why did he not is- 
sue a writ against Mr. Boyer then? 
Why is this righteous indignation and 
the issuing of these big high court 
writs delayed till now?

Mr. Purser spoke in the interests 
of his township, only when the prop- 
er time came. When George Ste- 
phens appealed for the suffrages of 
the people from whom it is alleged 
he had tried by improper means to 
get a bonus of $75,000, then their 
Reeve believed it was his duty to 
them to speak out. He did not wait, 
as we fear many a political bomb- 
shell thrower would have done, until 
the last moment. At the very first 
meeting of the campaign in his town- 
ship he made his brief, manly and 
clear statement of what he knew and 
left it with the people themselves. 
George Stephens challenged him and 
his colleague, Mr. Boyer, to appear 
on the platform at his meeting at 
Pain Court and repeat his statement. 
He did so, and the result of that 
meeting is well known. The follow- 
ing night he travelled through his 
township to Big Point at Mr. Ste- 
phens' challenge and met the would- 
be member again. But Mr. Stephens 
refused to let him speak, although 
the people clamored for their Reeve. 
Was Mr. Stephens' action that night 
the action of a fearless and innocent 
man? Have Reeve Purser and Coun- 
cillor Boyer any interests other than 
those of their township and the peo- 
ple they represent €
As to Mr. Stephens' so-called de- 
fence: The, people will remember 
that he publicly promised over his 
signature a proof that would be "ab- 
solute and convincing." Was it? He 
produced an affidavit from Mayor 
McKeough, who says frankly he was 
never near the meeting in question 
and saw none of the parties interest- 
ed at that time; from the reeve and

TAKES ENTIRE "A MAN OF HONESTY AND HONOR," 
...W. E. GUNDY ON REEVE PURSERExpansion Sale RESPONSIBILITY

Mr. Matthew Wilson, K. C., 
Says That Reeve Purser 
Acted Solely Upon His 
Advice in Maintain- 

ing Silence.

Silk Opportunities Liberal Speaker's Tribute to the Integrity of Dover's 
Reeve-Stephens Organ Wilfully Misrepresented 

His Words—His Tribute to Mr. Purser Malici- 
ously Excluded From the Report - Nothing 

Now to Say of Alleged Roorback.

Our stock of Silks is complete throughout. We buy 
Silks through our Syndicate, direct from the French makers, 
and offer you values equal and even better than any wholesale 
house. We invite comparison with any silk you may have 
purchased outside our store, and you will find better values 
with us every time. For Saturday and Monday we offer you 
these specials :—

Black Peau de Soie, fine bright finish, pure French dye fully war-

Mr. Purser Reported George Steph- 
ens' Effort to Bribe Him to His 

Solicitor at Once—Wanted to 
Expose Him Forthwith.

In view of the published statement 
of Mr. Matthew Wilson, K. C., assum- 
ing entire responsibility for Reeve 
Purser's course in maintaining silence 
in reference to his statement that 
George Stephens sought to bribe him 
to submit a corporation bonus by- 
law for $75,000 to the people of Dover, 
Mr. Purser, in company with a Planet 
representative visited the offices of 
Wilson, Pike & Gundy, solicitors for 
Dover township, upon whose advice 
Mr. Purser acted, and interviewed 
Mr. W. E. Gundy in reference to the 
following alleged report of a speech 
by him, published in the Banner, 
the local Stephens' organ,.

The text of the report, which ap- 
peared in the daily issue of Thursday 
last, is as follows-

"MR. GUNDY'S ADDRESS."
"Mr. Gundy said in part, Mr.Chair- 

man and gentlemen, it is a calamity 
that members of a township council 
should bring out a roorback just be- 
fore the election. If Messrs. Purser 
and Boyer thought at the time that 
they were being bribed, do you not 
think that they would expose it im- 
mediately and not wait all this 
time? I believe that when it comes, 
to a straight denial by Mr. Steph- 
ens and the promoters of the road, 
you gentlemen will not believe the 
story told by the opposition. Mr. 
Dunn told me that he went to the 
meeting to pay particular attention 
to everything that was done, and Mr. 
Stephens did not, at any time, call 
any person aside.
"‘When addressed from the plat- 

form at Pain Court, Mr. Purser was 
asked if he understood, at that time, 
that he was being bribed, and his 
answer instead of being a straight- 
forward one, was, ‘take it as you like.' 
Unfortunately The Planet, and other 
advisers are holding him in such a- 
position that he can not easily clear 
himself."

to Mr. Purser as a gentleman to 
be respected very highly. "My at- 
titude has always been," declared Mr. 
Gundy, "that there must have been 
some unfortunate misunderstanding 
between you and Mr. Stephens."

"Not at all," was Mr. Purser's im- 
mediate response.

"I will say," added Mr. Gundy, 
"that the latter paragraph alleging 
that I said you did not make a 
straightforward answer at Pain Court 
is not true. I did not say that. And 
the last statement concerning The 
Planet and other advisers is abso- 
lutely false."

When asked concerning the report 
of the Stephens organ that he had 
accused Mr. Purser of holding back 
his information to make a roorback 
of it, Mr. Gundy said he might have 
said something that could be con- 
strued that way, but at the time 
he did not know that Mr. Purser 
had consulted his partner immedi- 
ately after the offer was made.

"Well, Mr. Gundy, what is your 
opinion now after Mr. Wilson's state- 
ment?" asked the reporter.

Mr. Gundy replied that he had 
nothing to say. He did not know 
these facts when he spoke at the 
meeting.

"I said at the meeting in question 
that I knew Mr. Purser to be a man 
worthy of the highest respect and a 
man of honesty and honor," added 
Mr. Gundy.

"But it is not so reported in the

At The Planet's request Mr. Mat- 
thew Wilson, K. C., gives the follow- 
ing written statement regarding 
what took place between him and 
Mr. Cornelius Purser, Reeve of Dover:

"Had not my client requested it I 
would have made no statement in 
the matter. On two former occasions 
somewhat similar circumstances pre- 
sented themselves to me when I was 
less experienced in my profession, and 
I was then in doubt as to what I 
should do in the face of my duty to 
the public on the one hand and my 
duty on the other hand to keep in- 
violable what comes to me in the 
secrecy of professional consultation. 
I then consulted two of the most 
eminent counsel in Canada, one a 
Reformer and one a Conservative- 
although politics has no effect upon 
a lawyer's duty—and the advice, of 
both was not to mention the cir- 
cumstances unless my client's inter- 
est should be in danger through non- 
disclosure."

"In this case Dover was my client 
and I told the Reeve that if applica- 
tion should be made to the Court 
to compel the Council to submit the 
by-law, or if the by-law should be 
submitted to the ratepayers, then I 
thought it his duty to tell first what 
took place—in the one event to the 
Court and in the other event to the 
ratepayers : but in the meantime I 
thought that no duty was cast upon 
him to do a thing which would be 
so unpleasant. I need hardly add 
that I had no intimation whatever 
that the Reeve intended to tell of 
the affair during the election con- 
test and I was not consulted and 
I did not advise in any way as to 
his doing so.

"About a year ago Mr. Purser as 
Reeve asked me if the promoters of 
the electric railway company could 
compel the Council to submit the by- 
law, and told me that the promoters 
offered to pay all expenses of doing 
so, but that he thought that the 
amount asked from the ratepayers 
was so outrageously large that he 
could not favor the by-law. I told 
him that I thought that the Council 
could not be forced to do so, but 
that at the same time if a proper 
petition was obtained it might be 
very doubtful if the Court would 
not order the Council to submit the 
by-law; and in view of that doubt 
I suggested that it might be submit- 
ted and the ratepayers could vote 
it down—if they saw fit—unless there 
was some reason to the contrary 
such as a fear that the by-law 
might be carried by corrupt means.

"The Reeve replied that that was 
just it, and that one of the promoters, 
Mr. Geo. Stephens, had told him (the 
Reeve) after he showed h 3 opposition 
to it that if he woul submit the 
by-law it would be worth $250 to 
him, and he (the Reeve) suggested 
that if the promoters would offer 
that to him, how could he be trusted 
to using only fair means if the by-law 
same before the people, because he 
thought that the amount asked (even 
as the sum named might be reduced) 
was so large that they would have a 
big bonus in addition to many thous- 
ands to spend in' carrying the by- 
law. I felt the force of what Mr. 
Purser said and in consequence, I 
changed my attitude and advised him 
to refuse to submit the by-law and 
that under such circumstances no 
court would compel the council to 
pass it; and I also after some con- 
versation told him that I thought 
that there was no necessity to create 
a sensation by making public what 
he had told to me.

"I TAKE THE ENTIRE RESPONS. 
IBILITY FOR THE REEVES SI- 
LENCE AT THAT TIME, just as I 
would have taken the entire respons- 
ibility for his speaking out if the 
promoters had attempted to fix the 
bonus upon the people of Dover.

"I must add that in this hasty 
statement I am not mentioning all 
that was said or pretending to give 
word for word the conversation, but 
from what I have said it will be seen 
that Mr. Purser is in no wise to 
blame for not previously making this 
most unpleasant affair public."

ranted for wear and appearance, correct for waists, dresses and shirtwaist 
suits, regular value $1.25 a yard. Expansion Sale Price, special for Satur-

98cday and Monday is

New Shot Taffetas in the most exquisite color combinations, the 
very correct silk for waists and shirt waist suits, in shot shades of browns, 
greens and blues, regular value $1.00 a yard. Expansion Sale Price, special 
for Saturday and Monday is -N: - - - 85c

New Black Taffeta Silk, heavy gross grain effect, fine lustrous finish, 
recommended for appearance and durability, for waists and dresses, regu- 

•lar value $1.00 a yard. Expansion Sale Price for Saturday and Monday is 74c
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Fancy Waist Silks in very pretty checks and stripes in such staple 
colorings as navy, sky, pink, old rose, helio, grey, etc., regular value $1,00 
and $1.65 a yard. Expansion Sale Price is - . - 73c

Z Another Dress Goods 

Offering
9 pieces of new fall dress goods, in 

the new Hopsack weaves and Knop 
effects, in excellent shades of navy, 
brown, green, grey, etc., 42 in. wide, 
especially suitable for girls' school 
dresses and skirts, regular value 50c. 
and 60c. a yard; Expansion Sale 
prices for Saturday and Monday is 

36c.

Expansion Sale 
Wrapperette Offering

25 pieces of fine Canadian Wrap- 
perettes, in good, staple, dark colors, 
and in designs suitable for waists and 
wrappers; Expansion Sale price spe- 
cial at

to 
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on- 
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m- 
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9c.

Special Offering
of Men's Socks

Men's fine, guaranteed pure wool 
and fast black cashmere socks, medi- 
um weight, close woven, serviceable, 
regular value 35c. a pair; Expansion 
the new Hopsack weaves and knap 
IClal25c.

$1.00 Lace Collars for

85c. Lace Collars for

Banner," Mr. Purser commented. 
"No, but it should have been.78c. Iing 

the 
stio 
Cle-

certainly said it," replied Mr. Gundy. 
"Then the report was neither a65c.

fair nor truthful resume of what you65c. Lace Collars for said I" he was asked. 
"Now, Mr. Purser,48c. we have been

very friendly and I'm sure you don't 
want to put me in an unpleasant po- 
sition," was Mr. Gundy's reply. "Of 
course it is, you must remember, a 
newspaper report by a political or- 
gan," he added smiling significantly.

"What I did say at the meeting," 
he said further,"was that The Planet 
newspaper and the Conservative man- 
agers were surely giving an inter- 
pretation to the words of Mr. Pur- 
ser which he himself didn't under- 
stand them to bear."

"Not at all," commented Mr. Pur- 
ser. "I gave the words of Mr. Step- 
hens to the people of Dover just as 
The gave them to me, and there was 
no misunderstanding. I think you 
know me long enough to know that 
I am a man of my ‘word and was 
only acting in the interests of the 
people of Dover."

pecial Opportunities

in Carpets Mr. Gundy, a popular and éloquent 
speaker, is an ardent Liberal and is 
among the best and most effective 
of the local political speakers.

Mr. Purser placed the foregoing 
report from the Stephens organ be- 
fore Mr. Gundy and asked if it were 
an accurate statement of what he 
said.

Mr. Gundy said he would prefer 
not to say, but he was willing to

A very sharp advance has taken place in the price of 
Tapestry Carpets. Not only were we well protected in our 
purchases before this advance was put on, but we are now 
offering you our stock at a discount on the old prices, making 
for you a very substantial saving on every yard of Tapestry 
Carpet you buy from us this season. English Tapestry Car- 
pets, warranted to give satisfaction, in an immense range of 
new designs and colorings, with and without borders, some 
with stairs to match, suitable for parlors, dining rooms and 
bedrooms, on sale at these prices:—

tell Mr. Purser exactly what he had Turning to The Planet représenta-... S., v councillor of Chatham township, who tive Mr. Gundy said, "You can say ...- - - — - left before the meeting was through;said, as he was sure he had cast no 
dishonorable reflections on Mr. Pur- for me that I have known Mr. Purser 
ser. He said he had never impugned in a business way for two years and 
the integrity or truthfulness of Mr. during my acquaintance with him I

from two members of the Dover 
Council, who say he didn't approach 
them, but also that he didn't need to, 
because they were in favor of his by- 
law anyway, and from his fellow- 
directors and promoters, who say 
they didn't hear any corrupt propo- 
sition made.

Is this defence a definite, straight- 
forward one or has it been framed to 
becloud the issue? It is for the peo- 
ple to say.

The matter is one that vitally af- 
fects the honor of the whole constitu- 
ency—and cannot be allowed to rest. 
Mr. Stephens himself recognizes this. 
When he spoke in Tilbury on the 12th 
inst. he promised a complete refuta- 
tion that would be absolute and con- 
vincing or he would not ask the peo- 
ple to vote for him. He said he 
wouldn't vote for a briber himself 
and he wouldn't ask the people of 
Kent to do so. Has Mr. Stephens re- 
deemed that promise I

There are things more important 
than the discussion of mere politics, 
there are things more important to 
our people than that they be repre- 
sented by a Liberal or by a Conserva- 
tive. It is infinitely more important 
that a high standard of public morali- 
ty,strict integrity and honorable deal- 
ing in all public affairs should be dill 
igently and earnestly and emphati- 
cally maintained by the good people 
of Kent County.>

Purser. He had only alluded to the have learned to respect him very 
matter on two occasions and on both highly. I believe him to be a man 
of these occasions he had referred of honesty and honor."

We Measure Your Rooms,) 
Make and Lay These Carpetsr 
Free of Extra Charge )

65e. Tapestry Carpets for . . 58c
75c. " 65c
85c. * " 75C MATTER OF PUBLIC DUTY
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Sale Very| :Lapauslon OdIC. Special: 

: On Saturday and Monday we: 
Ioffer you 20 Dozen of Boys' Pure: 
1 Wool Worsted Hose, elastic rib, all: 
:sizes from 6% to 91, reg. value,: 
: 30c, your choice any size, 24c Pair :

++++ *44444+* No more serious conditions have 
ever confronted the people of Kent 
County than those which now sur- 
round the candidature of George Ste- 
phens. They are asked to support 
a man as their parliamentary repre- 
sentative who stands publicly and 
definitely charged by two esteemed 
and representative farmers of .Dover 
township with an • effort to bribe 
them to submit a by-law to their 
people calling for a bonus of $75,000 
from the people of that township to 
a railroad corporation, of which he 
was the first-named charter-holder 
and the first-named provisional direc- 
tor.

What is the duty of our people in 
the matter, irrespective of a thought 
of politics î Have we not a right- 
an absolute right—to insist on this 
serious charge being straight-for- 
wardly and squarely met and dealt 
with ere we are asked to give this 
man our endorsement at the polls?

Fortunately, this charge is entirely 
without the realm of politics. No 
stigma or responsibility attaches to 
our friends of the Liberal party, ex- 
cept in so far as thoughtless partisan 
enthusiasm might lead them to 
espouse the cause of the one whose 
conduct has been impugned. Is there 
any reason that they should be placed 
in this position? Have they not the 
right—and is it not a duty, too,—te 
demand from the man who seeks to 
be their representative that he shall 
be proven a clean man and a worthy 
man? If he declines or fails to do 
this, they have yet time and oppor- 
tunity to secure another candidate 
for whom they can vote with person-

al satisfaction, pride and honor.
Surely there is nothing so fatal to 

the high ideals of public life and 
statecraft as the thoughtless policy 
that has been suggested by a few 
over-zealous politicians. Have the 
people any right to overlook this seri- 
ous matter and hasten to a discus- 
sion of the general political issues? 
Could there be any justification for 
a course that placed honor and in- 
tegrity as a secondary consideration 
to mere questions of policy and pow- 
er f There is not a thinking, honest 
man in Kent County—be he Liberal 
or Conservative—that believes so.

With petty and contemptible per- 
sonalities we have no dealings. Such 
things should have no place in digni- 
fied and manly campaigning, but the 
public acts of a public man—especi- 
ally if they affect the honor and good 
name of the community—should be 
thoroughly, honestly and carefully 
analysed ere he is permitted to apply 
for a renewal of public confidence.

What are the factsf Reeve Cor- 
nelius Purser and Councillor William 
Boyer, of Dover township, both hold- 
ing long and honorable public records, 
have made a public charge, that af- 
ter a meeting of the railroad cor- 
poration representatives in November 
last George Stephens approached 
them individually with the assurance 
that it would be worth $250 to each 
of them to submit the by-law grant- 
ing the corporation $75,000 from the 
people of Dover, Mr. Matthew Wil- 
son, K. C., solicitor for the township 
of Dover, states that “Reev Purser 
visited him in his professonal cap acity 
the very next day and laid the seri- 
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Dressmaking

Our new and second dress making 
department under the management 
of Miss Morrison is proving extreme- 
ly successful. We make shirt waists, 
fancy waists, suits and fancy dresses 
at very moderate charges and guar- 
ante satisfaction.

Skirts made for $2.00 up.
Suits made for $6.00 up.
Waists made for $2.00 up.
Dresses made for $6.00 up.
We invite a trial order. No ma- 

terials made up unless purchased in 
the store.

Ladies' Coats

The styles are most correct because 
we bought them in Germany after 
New York had decided what was to 
be "it." The values are more than 
right because we bought them 
through the syndicate at syndicate 
prices direct from the Ber- 
lin manufacturers, and have mark- 
them at quick selling expansion sale 
prices. We have now a fine new 
show room for ladies' coats on our 
second floor. Lots of room for you 
to see the coats and plenty of light 
to give them close examination.

I
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WORTH READING
The "ads" of Geo. W. Sulman and 

G. W. Turrill, which always appear 
on page one of The Planet, are to 
be found to-day on page eight. These 
“ads” are always well worth reading 
and just at this season of the year 
they should not be overlooked.

HE KNEW
HE WAS SOBTOH

“Saw a Scotchman the other day, 
looking at Victoria Ave., and admir- 
ing it,” remarked John Northwood, 
Head Street. "He was a. stranger 
to me but I'm sure he was from the 
land of the heather. I waved my 
hand and said “Fine street since it 
was paved, |I|

"‘Aye, mon, but it most have cost 
a heap,” was all he vouchsafed to 
reply. Wasn't that a truly Scotch 
answer ?” LLTI

We invite your inspection.

S Men's Cusmon Soled Shoes, Box 
Calf, Goodyear Welts, one of the best 
American makes. Price $3.50, at 
Cowan's..-
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