THE TELPHONE BILLS
ARE BEING DISCUSSED

Vote of $400,000 fu 7 the Public Service Passed
The Doukhobor Question Brought up by Mr.
Gillies--Cost of Rural Telephones- -Government
to Dictate the Book-keeping System. to Muni-.

cipalities,

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29 '

Three petitions  were presented to-|

should

giving temporary relief this province
unde¢rtake no further obliga-

lay, one for an act to ratily eertain “tions with regard to them.

bv-laws of the town of Battleford, '
notherifor an act to incorporate the
(‘anada Fire Insurance Co., and an-
to admit W. O. Tessier as a
and surgeon of the pro-

other
physician
vince

Jr. Bole's questions respecting the
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in the
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that any munici-
pality should operate its own sys-
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power fo raise money.
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relating to the rural
provides that a

ioe : _part
telephone  systéms
few peérsons living in the rural se¢
tions of the countyy @ may form a
being assisted by the gov-
ernment in the way of erganisation,
and construet and oOperate a tele
phone system for their own benefit.
Mr. Gillis, who -was leading the
d@id not-think these telc-
rhone bills were what the people
wanted. - The country wanted a sys
oi goverament Howevel
he would wait for more detailed in
formation belore offerinz fur thor eri
ticism. 4

comnpany,

opposition,

owanership.

During the afternoon the House
went into committee of supply and
voted $400,006 to provide for the
public serviee. The vote Wwas neces-
sary as all the money‘voted last ses
sion had heen used and money wa
required the usual estimates
would he hrought down.

beiore

In commitice on the seed grain bik
Mr. Turzeon had a clause anended
to provide that the seed supplied ti
any applicant was-not fo exceed $25¢
a sub-section was ‘added provid

r the publication of the len®
in the Saskatchewan Gazette
) .il(rﬂionﬁ had hrnn made a:

Ir;,r, rompanies

Muricipal Law Committee
: the regular
House, the

»

session of  the
committeé on. Municipa
consisting of the whole House
sitting. Mr. Neeley was ap
pointed chairman and Mr. Page, sec
retary, y ; i
The bill respecting the department
of municipal commissioner was take
up first. The government intended 4«
have a systematic hoak Keeping ar
rargement for all mumicipalities. In-
teo bhe-appointed to se:
books were properly kept.
It was possible also! that the gov
ernment arrangé to have the
actual books prepared and sold t
the district Mr. HHiott thought
it was poor 10 say. to the
munijcipalitics shalt buy fro:
us, and thou shalt pay,” ;«!i{:{;wgh h
agreed that the government shouk
regulate the system and appoint in
spectors,” He suggested that the zos
ernment to distribute such books ire
to the municipalities. would be mon
ey well spent, and betler soent tha
most of the morey expewdod by thi
government.
Dr> ERiott and Dr.
ject to the

Law,
held a

spectors were
might

policy
‘thou

Fltis hoth ob
power given in clause 1}
to the commissioner to dismiss .a
official -in a municipality. They di
not think it proper {n give the com
missioner such arhitrary power.

clanse was agreed U

However the
and the committee rose.
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se sat for three hours to-
being  spgnt

THURSDAY,
The Hou
dav, most of the tine

in committee
couple of minor government bille

fir 4

the Poukhobo:
{he House, Mr. Gillis
oi Whitewood moaved " the adjourn-
ment.. He referred; 1o their pfgrim-
ages and incarceration ol some ‘of
them in jail in Fort William, the re-
furn of 71 of them teo: Yorkten. He
underctood that  the fepartment o
the attorney general had taken some
aciion i to these people.
This nrizht he necessary in the ur-
stances, but he protested
‘ihe” protince beifig saddled
with the responsihility of these peo-
i“« This, he contended, rested on
the Dominion government: The Douk-
hobors were nm hecoming citizens of

n belore

the province and outside ol perhaps Telephone company in Regina cost & Agk for wv, and m no QM

B

and far- }

to hear.

Saskatche-4 katchewan Telephone Ln

Mr. Turgeon in reply stated that
the government was —at the present -
time considering their responsﬂnhty
with regard to these people, howey-
¢r, they could not eome to any ul-

Hlmato decision ‘until they had receiv-

!%d more information which he was

answered. | pmcunnv as fast as possible.
3

The motion was then withdrawn.

In committee the telephong bills
were discussed,

In the discussion it came out that
the .government had information from
{ the Bell Telephone Co., fiud the Sas-
to the efi-
ect that they.were willing to szl out
to the governmeat.

The commissioner of - telgphoncs  is
fiven pewer to enquire inte’rates of:
private telephone egmpanics, and
gives the government power to alter

ythe rates to a fair basis if theéy are~

tfound to be discriminatory,

}
'

| telephone companies.

tta float debentures. by

The gov-
the private
One elause <in
the appointinent
take over .the

nment was  assisting
he bill authorises
of a commission to
management of telephone systems.
In the Municipal Telephone Bill,,
provision is made for municipalities
1 .referred by-
law. The term of dehentures in rural
districts is not to cxceed 15 years,
‘while in towns auwd ecities the tern
may he longer.
thought the. lile of dehen-
tures for rural districts was ton
short, but as it was pointed out that
“be poles would:not last longer than
15 years, it would be inadvisable for
he issuc of debentures to run Fonzer
han the life of the plant and . the:
lause carried.
FRIDAY,

Today in the  House, the premier
foved first readings of -a bill 'ty
mend the Steam Boilers Act, and a
ill to amend the Legislative Assem
11}' Act.

Mr.- Gillis moved for

Some

MAY I,

a rceturn. res-

cting seed grain, and it 'was order--

{ though Mr. Metherweil intimated
-at it would involve a good deal of
me and labor and it was possible
‘at some of the information asked
& in_the return might not ihe pro-
ured. :

The two bills aflecting . Moosc
>re read a second time on motion
{ Mr. Wellington; ~and referzed to
1w committee on private bills.

The bill to incorporate the Iniper-
d Fire Insurance Co. was read a
econd tifffe. :

The' House in committee again took
p the rural telephone bill.  There
vas considerable discussion on * the
ause  which afiected ' the maximum
vidend a company should be guth-
ized to declare. Some favored five
v cent, while others wanted 8 per

't to encourage capital. It ‘was
ally placed -at 8 per cent.

n reply to a question, Mr. Calder
ited that poles 20 feet high would
st about 75 ‘cents each and poles
i feet high ' ahout $1.50 delivered.
t 30 peles to a mile the cost por
ile for poles woukl be from $25 tu
15, while the total cost of rurgpl
le p)mnm would he SRﬂ to $100 per
mile. ;
There was some - diseussion on the
uestion of exempting companies from
faxation.

The bill was left in commitice- for
urther!consideration. z

Tn the special ¢ommittee to  dis-
uss the controverted maunicipal elec-
ions aet which met, ~Mr. Langiey
Aade his atfack on the jndge subject
commment on  which appears else-
where.

MONDAY,; MAY 4.

A bill to amend the act respecting
ublic printing andi a > bill' to -incor-
aratey the Hudson Bay Insurance
‘0., were given first readings.
Mr. Elliott secured an order for a
eturn  showing  correspondence - re-
arding a road south of sec. 15-17-9
nd Mr. Wylie ' one respecting boiler
nspection. ’ :

A bill to incorporate the Weyburn
iuh and onc respecting the town of
Veyburn were read a second time.

A second reading was given a hill
sspecting the ” consolidation of the
:askatchewan Statutes.

The House in committee took up
he Municipal Telephone System bill,
¢ Bills of Sale hill, and the bill to
mend the Assignments Act.

On the Muuicipal Telephone Bill it
as decided to Lgive municipalities
ower to borrow 2 per cent. of their
ssessment on real property.

Mr.” Calder said that he ‘had gone °

tfo the matter and ‘found that 2 per
ent would be sufficient. The assess-

the neighborhood of $11,000,000, and
ae had heard it stated fthat the val-
ge of the telephone plant was in the
wighborhoodof $220,000, which . was
2.per cent. of the assessment.

Moose Jaw was about. $R 660,000,
which would ' allow, at 2 per cent.
£160,000 for telephone development.
"be Regina plant we¥d be capable
f serving a population of 40,000 or
0,060, so far as the underground
verk was concerned.” Then again The
plant that was placed by the Bell

> fnr cach -of these,

Jaw*

. chattle - mortgages.

9! %

evoryﬁnn;, wh M
Wolscles or Indian “‘ﬁ for w:
were to put in a plant it would
‘an overhead system.  Therelore”
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'.ctpditlét tq Wtrwrtor ihe"ﬁu

lnder the m: mvmcipg’l wl.‘ 7
were allowing fural mwm

pitposes. The sum of 35 cents n

setm’ excessive, buf as a mak-tif
faet, if rural mun;

take advantage of

require abont: that

gone into it caref Y

ger, and it wauld vequire about §
for every quarter sicﬁon. In“ reply
to Dr.. Ellis be smd that- it wouhb
uot depend to any great extent Jm
the size of “the municipatity.
there was a’larger system there was

a greater expenditure in the central ] =

office, hut it wou:d not amount to a
great dealiss

thought 2 pereani wonldbe’“m

\Mzcm :

br. Ellis tcmad\ed that it was
ahout twiee'sibe ~Ror
“lor _,1"1 other “pur)

3 f”afg; tho )
down to 2070r cven 15 cents per

“Tre maxiniom alowed would be~ 2571

cocitts. Mr .Dagzger ‘had communicated

with all the local nm.provemcnt dis- |

tricts and had teceived replics from
| large number -of them showwg
the exact location of- the houses; asd
hsd warked out a telephonc system
. On' an average
there would be 200 miles of lines in
each of our -présent Jocal  -smproves
wment distriets;

four townships,
township, or about 25 cents for each

acre.. That would be' for a “fully de-f

veloped sy st{-m but it was not like-

)—v\ that the

ture first,

-horrew additional amounts would toj
a_eertain extent afiect. their other se-|
curities.

. Mr. Gillis thought. 25 cents an am'e

a perfectly "safe maximum.

It was agreed to fix the amount at.
2 per cent. and 25 cents an_acre.

Claude 19, was made to read: ' Ev-|

cry municipal telephone system con-
structod under. the provisions of this
act  shall, during construction, be
subject to the inspection of an en-

gincer officer appointed by the com-}

mission."

The bill- to - amend the Sales Or-

dinance was considered in committes

of the whole.

Mr. ‘Turgeon  proposed an a:nend— -
ment to section 33 pronding that =

the licutenant governor in. - counci

may change the scale of !ees to bel

charged for  the registutinn
was made necessary

the change

in order that|

the present conditions.

The bill was reported to the House
with amendments, - and . the amend-
ments were read a first and second
time.

The Assignments Act amendments |

were next taken up in committece, the
bill was reported to the House. ]
The bill to amend the Surrogate
Courts Act was also considered in
committee. The bill was reporfed
with ~amendment, ~and these wore
read o first and second time.

The Rural Telephofie Bill Was placs|

ed in commifttec on Municipal Law,

and under section 8 it was provided | =

that subscribers to the stock of .

5
company must pay up $20 per pole »:
per mile to be constructed, hefore tvhe. -

company can commence construction.,

This amount must be paid in cash, 'S
and’it will amount to about onc-iith | S
of the total-cost per mile of the fal-*f E

cphome line.
The provision rega:dmg the supply~

ing ol new services was amended and | &=

the law made that applications for
new services must - be granted, ' pro-
vided that the supplying of such sezr-

vices dees not require from the com- §
pany- the empend\zure of more tba.nl

$50.
The committec . rcported progress
and asked leave to sit agalh i
The house adjourned at 4 oclock.;
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Across the world the ' tides of old | ==

romance

Have ' borne .again whlte cloudu :
fieets of the May; 4 B
All round their pole  the guueless =

~ chikiren dance—
Close not the windows
beart today !

of yout

Close not the' chambers of remember- | =

ed dreams;

bloomed of ,o0ld;

But open . up.- to crooning Iorest;-‘ =

went of the city of Regina was Jn -

streams
‘:\ood harp of gold

The sunset’s 'nss wm mrimson euqq
Iose;

. The locust buds have claimed mh~

Toving bee,—

Close not your heatt today, for no

one knows

What May will bring.of hope and_} :

melody.
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and 200 miles_of linef
at 3100 a mile wouldebe $200,000 for|
$5000° for  a singlet

rural municipalitms &
‘would \nstall a. system of* that na-}:
In reply to Mz, Bele ic ;
soid that there was no doubt that}
giving the local suthorities power to |

This provision|

in the registration sys-|
tem might be made fo conform vntih ?
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-?;as the

= ‘The town of Creelman
- “cola -line has NOwW a news
“irst issue,’ whw]'x appeazg
nesday, has® the:;ollow &
“the-town : % & :
- .in presending ipur ﬁrst -

= '.people of Lxeelian and

disgricts we do so believi
- time: has  arrived when
have a news medium; and
natiirally felt it ' our du
Up our prosperous fittle -
It was on the : 28th d
1908: that “the first signg
“appepred “when- Messrs W
$others pitched the
~Creelman Bow sta
a few weeks oOpened u
Stofe under the firm na
thpts Bros. This  was
“months previous to the s
the townsite, although
- toss: were grading both
-and; wast of’ here. e
"= When-'we look back an
“ those pioneer days well d
le¢t.' the then sparsely
toiet with its odd low so
which ‘at a distance appe
_* huge block mounds. Her
- might' be seen a:lumber
“~as it took from three day
sageording -to roads, ‘teo
~ frém. Wolseley,  Arcola
_case_ might Dbe,
~ puilding was a very expeng
- These were the Homes o

:‘_-iSQl'tlcrs: the Davises, Kenn

_‘steads, Dunnings,

MeKees, Allens,
- Humters, Dickies,
-fields. Mustards, | Hart
Henrys, Senkbeils, :Steway]
Le Plastriers, McLareos
- Galbraiths, Smyths, Sco
- (Gea.), Lackys, :Knight
"~ Patersons, Frenchet and ¢
To, the settlers who ha

= few, . years  waiting,
~1908. was- a. welcome one.
- stpge was in course of o
: a .mass meeting was ecal
~.sigep the establishment
offife. There were se
bmlght forth as suits
tlw town in embryo—
and, ' Garret. 1t ‘was dec
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" General, a dona3
. Toronto Free Hos
B sumptives. |
¢ ‘Twds a ki
B! His Excellencyin
E: ledgment. “‘J will
Addressing
i} Earl Grey said.:
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