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my hope that the local Legislature may concur with the Ministers of the
Crown as to the propriety of re-enacting this Bill, with the addition of the
charge necessary for the maintenance of those rights.  The burthen will
cease with the lives of the present incumbents, and is now in the course
of a progressive diminution.

The last of the rescerved Bills of the late Session, has reference to the
long controverted subject of the Clergy Reserves.  'L'o this Bill the Royal
assent could not have lawfully been given, until it had been laid for thaty
dayx before either House of Parliament. It was notuntil the 15th August
that I received from the Lieutenant Governor the document necessary to
cnable me to fulfil the requisition of the Constitutional Act of 1791, It
was thercfore impossible that the Bill should be finally cnacted by the
Qucen in Council, untl after the commencement of the Parliamentary
Session of 1840.  But had this difficulty not avisen, there were other mo-
tives which would have effectually prevented the acceptance of this mea-
surc by Her Majesty. Parliament delegated to the local Legislature the

* right of appropriating the Clergy Reserves, and the effect of the Bill isto

re-transfer this duty from the local Legislature to Parliament with a par-
ticular restriction. I am advised by the Law Officers of the Crown that
thisis an unconstitutional proceeding. It is certainly unusval and in-
convenient. Her Majesty cannot assume tha: Parliament will accept this
delegated office, and if it should not be so accepted, the confirmation of
the Bill would be productive of serious prejudice, and of no substantial ad-
vantage. [Itwould postpone indefinitely the settlement of a question,
which it much concerns the welfare of the Provinces to bring to a close.
Besides, I cannot admit that there exists, in this Country, greater facilitics
than in Upper Canada for the adjusment of this controversey. On the
contrary, the Provincial Legislature will bring to the decision of it, an ex-
tent of accurate information as to the wants and general opinions of society
in that Country, in which Parliament is unavoidably deficient. For all
thesc reasons, Her Majesty will decline to give Her assent to this Bill.

I have thus adverted to the principal topics which will engage your
attention, as Governor General of British JNorth America, in reference
to the two Cunadrs ; omitting many minor questions which will form the
subject of future correspondence, and passing by, for the present, all
that relates to the affairs of New Drunswick, Nova Stotia and Prince Ed-
ward Island—T1 veserve these for consideration hereafter.

Finally, [am commended to direct, that in all the Provinces of British:
North America, you will inculcate upon the minds of the Queen’ssubjects,
Her Majesty’s fixed determination to maintain the connexion now subsist-
sisting between them and the United Kingdom ; and to exercise the high
authority with which she has been invested by the favour of Divine Pro-
vidence, {or the promotion of their happiness. and the security of Her

Dominions.
I have, &c.

(Signed) J. RUSSELL.

SYDENHAM,

In pursuance of the declaration contained in his Speech from the
Throne, the Governor General solicits the attention of the Housc of As-
sembly 1o the Public Improvements which it may be desirable to carry into
cffect within the Province, and to the means by which those works may
he safely and successfully undertaken.

It has appeared to the Governor General of great importance that
Parliament as well as the Executive should have distinctly brought before
them, in one genceral plan, the whole of the different works which are de-



