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CAP. X.

An ACT for the Summary Trial of A&ions.
Nummary Trial

by Supreme E it enaéed, by the Lieutenant- Governer, Counic- and Ambly, That the Suopreme Court
Cunrer and the Inferior Courts of Conion Pleas within this Ptoeince, be, and arc hereby, em-

powered, in all Caules of Xfaion brought before them, the fum total whoreot lhall not ex-
ceed twenty pounds, to proceed in a fummary way, by witneffes, to examine the merits of

roiS.. fuch caufes, and make .up Judgment accordingly1 . Provided akays, That. when on the ex-
amination of the witneffes, the matter of faal fhali appear doubtful, or cither of the part-ies
fhall defire it, the Court fhall order a Jury to tîy the fame.

summary Trial Il. 4ndbe it furtbir enaalýd, 1 hat it(hall be lawful for any perfo or perfons who have debts

4he Pas imof owing to him.,her, or them, by an-y other perfon or perfons, where the. wh le dealina or-caufe
of aaion fhall not.exceed three p un to, fue for the famie in the mariner followinig, that Is
to fîy: if the fum demanded fhall nlot exteedt hrce pounde, to caufe fuch debtor to be fum-
':aoned to appear before any one Juflice of ·the Pece of the County orDiftria where the
debtor thall refide, and the faid Junice, after fucni fuminons iffued and duly ferved, is hereby
cmpowered to proceed and make up final judgment between the parties, and Ahall allow the
defendant to produce his account againaf the plaintiff, or anyreceipts or other difcharges
for -payment,;made either in îhe whole or in part , and the faid ju.lice balil.examine and.en-
qui(e into the merits of both accounts, and of fuch difcharges, and, by fuch other proof
as to him fhall feem requifite, or upon the confefion of the debtor, to afcertain the debt due,
and, at his difcretion, to decree the payment thereof at fkch dw-fferent tim-,es and periods, as
hc fhall think fit and proper, agreeable to the circumilances of the debtor, and with as little
prejudice as polible trthe creditor, and to award.cofts as he fhallInd, whether for the plain-
tiff or defendant, -without appeal, unltfs the.debt or caufe of aaion 1hai1 amount to twenty
fhillings or-upwards, any law, ulige or cu(lom,.to the contrary notwithlanGding.

9Eiecution may Ill. dnd beitfurther enaard, That ifany debtor,,after being duly fummoned to appear,fIhal[,
le issued by without.jua caufe, .o be allowed of by the faid JufPice, refufe, or neglcl,,to perform fuch de.
Justices. cree or Judgment as fhall be made concerning fuch debts as aforefaid,.it fhallland may be law-

ful for fuch Junice to iffue execution againrft the grods and chatdes, or body, of fuch debtor
for the fum awarded, with cofls, which executiona <hall be returnable in fourteen days from
the day on which itshall be iffued,.any law, ufage or cuflom, to the contrary, -notwith-
ftanding.

W. And be iîfurther enatled, That if any plaintiff or defendant, when the debt or caufe of ac-

App rom ton shal amount to tweny.fhillings or upwards, shall think himfelf injured by the Judgment
the decisi of the faid Juftice, he mayappeal to the next 6uprene Court, )r.Inferior:Court cf Common

Sul reme or Pleas to be held. for 4he County or Diflri& in which the faid juflice refides ; and on fuch
An erior Court. appeal being made, the faidjuilice shall fufpend the iffLing of execution, or further proceed.

ing, in fuch caufe-, on the party appealing giving good and fufficient fecurity to profecute fuch
appeal at the next Supreme Court, or Inferior Court of Common Pleas, and to perform what-
cvcr theJudgment of fuch Court shall be. - and -the Juflice shalf, on the firft day of the fit-
tirg of the faici Supreme -Court, or Inferior Court of Common Pleas, return to the faid
Ccurt to which thc appeal shall be made, the r.ames of the parties to the caufe in which an
appeal hath been entered, with all the.papers touchirg and concerning the fame; and the

fid


