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CAP. X. |
An ACT for the Summary Trial of Adions.:

E it enafled, by the Lieutenant Goverrnor, Council and Afembly, That the Supreme Court

and the Inferior Courts of Comaon Pleas within this Province, be, and are hereby, em-
powered, in all Caufes of pction brought before them, the fum total whereot fhall not ex-
ceed twenty pounds, to proceed in a fummary way, by witneffes, to ezxamine the merits of
fuch caufes, and make up Judgment accordingly. Provided akoays, ‘That. when on the ex-

‘amination of the witnefles, the matier of fa@ fhall appear doubtful, er either of the parties

thall defire it, the Court fhall order a Jury to tiy the {ame.
1. 4ndbe it turther enadled, Thatitfhall be lawful for any perfon or perfons who have debts

.owing to him, her, or them, by any other perfon or perfons, where the wh: e dealing or-caufe
-of adtion fhall not exceed three p-un-s, tofue for the fame in the manner followmg, that 1s

to fay: if the fum demanded fhail not exceedt hree povnda, to caufe fuch debtor to be fum~

‘moned to appear before any one Juftice of the Peuce of the County or Diflri@@ where the
.detstor thall refide, and the faid Juflice, after fuch fummons iffued and duly ferved, is hereby
-empuawered to proceed aund make up final Judgment between the pal'hea, and fhall allow the

defendant to produce his account againft the plaintiff, o1 any.reccipts or other. difcharges
for -payment, :made either in the whole or in part; and the faid Juftice fhall.examine and.cn-

.quife into the merits of both accounts, and of fuch difcharges, and, by fuch other proof

as to him fhall feem requifite, or upon the confeflion of the debtor, to alcertain the debt due,
and, at his difcretion, to decree the payment thereof at fech diffsrent times and periods, as
be fhall think fit and proper, agreeable to the circumitances of the debtor, and with as little
prejudice as poflible torthe creditor, and to award.cofis as he fhall find, whether forthe plain-
tiff or defendant, without appeal, unlefs the.debt or caufe of adlion fhall amount to twenty
thillings or upwards, any law, ufage or cuftom, to the contrary notwithftanding.

L. And be it further enadled, That if.any debtor,after being duly {fummaned to appear, thall,
without jufl caufe, vo be allowed of by the faid Juflice, refufe, or neglest, to perform fuch de-
cree or Judgment as fhall be made concerning fuch debts as aforefaid, it fhaliand may be law-
ful for fuch Juftice to iffue execution againft the grods and chattles, or body, of fuch debtor
for the fum awarded, with cofls, which execution fhall be returnable in fourteen days from
the day on which it shall be iflued,-any law, ufage or cuftom, to the contrary, notwith-
ftanding.

¥. And be it further emﬂed That if any plaintiff or defendant, when the debt or caufe of ac-

_tion shall amount to twenty fhillings or upwards, shall think himfelf injured by the Judgmcnt

of the faid Juftice, he may appeal to the next Suprewme Court, ar. Inferior Gourt of Common

‘Pleas to be held: for the County or Diftri& in which the faid Jultice refides ; and on fuch
,appcal being made, the faid Jultice shall fulpend the ifluing of execution, or further proceed-
‘ing, in fuch caufe, on the party appealing giving good and fuflicient {ecurity to profecute fuch

appeal at the next Supreme Court, or Inferior Court of Common Pleas, and to perform what-

‘ever the Judgment of fuch Court shall be: and the Juftice shal!, on thefirft day of the fit-

ting of the faid Supreme -Courr, or Inferior Court of Common Pleas, return to the faid
Court to which the appeal shall be made, the rames of the partties to the caufe in which an

.appeal hath bccn cmcrcd with all the papers tovching and concerning the fame; and the
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