
14 EVERY MAN FOR HIMSELF

when the evil a man doeth findeth him out.

Whispers had stolen abroad in the land and the

rumors had drawn men together in scattered

groups. Rivulets of resentment had run together

in widening pools of public opinion till the mys-

terious forces which slowly arouse the "Great

Common People" had broken loose suddenly in

one of those periodic reform waves which sweep

everything before them. And into the arena with

shining sword drawn had stepped a brilliant

lawyer named Waring to pick up the gauge of

battle against Rives and his corrupt associates,

with Rives himself as his individual opponent.

The fight in Rives' constituency had gone to

bitter lengths. The government forces had

poured money into the campaign and under the

practiced hand of Harrington Rives the "Ma-
chine" had gone to indiscreet lengths to defeat

Waring. Bribery and corruption, which for a

long time had characterized the administration's

political organization, had become more open and

Rives' opponent quietly had gathered the irrefut-

able evidence which ended in the arrest of Rives

and several of his henchmen on the eve of the

election. The exposure had been so complete and
far-reaching—actual misappropriation of public

funds in Rives' case—^that the reform forces had
made a clean sweep amid great public rejoicing.

It would require a short memory indeed to

forget all this, thought Kendrick. Remembrance
of the Rives case, which he had taken the trouble


