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. FREE WHEAT AT LAST
Ç The lug nrws uf the day for the gram 
grower* is that the (JtLawa government has 
acceded to their |*rrxistent demands ami have 
negotiated with the Vmte«l States by which 
there is now reciprocal free trade in wheat, 
wheat fl«>ur. semolina and other wheat prod
ucts Fur the past finir years the United 
States has had a -landing '< »fllcr for free trade 
with Canada in tlarse jirodurts Now it has 
hem accepted This will he a gnset boon to 
the yrain growers of Western Calcula Ivrause 
it cives tliem an additional market of 110.. 
000U00 profile for their wlieat The effect 
cannot !*• other tlian to maintain a higher 
level of prices and linn* greater |<oc|ientv to 
Canadian grain growers The chief benefit 
will come tm the lower grades (or which itwie 
is an immense market in the eastern states 
Wheat f<< the eastern states will be muted 
via F«t William and acmes the Great Lakes 
as usual, thus not interfering in any way with 
railway tmftic Umloubtudly a r.msidrrahle 
quantity of the higher grade- will go direct 
to Minneapolis for milling The full Utiefil 
of free wlieat will not far apparent until after 
the war when pores go tew k to normal 
Minnea|ej!is pores haw ruled from five to 
ten cents over Winnipeg ft» many years, hut 
now they ure certain to lie i lulirul No 
«kwLt the Minneapolis prices will drop some
what and the Winnipeg |»kt» mine up some
what, I All under any iir.nm-.tami-> advantage 
will tome to the Canadian West It will give 

. to tlar wlieat growing industry 
ami will atlrart unnugrants to Uus <•-unify 

The adopt mai if free wheat by the IXaninmn 
government is a det vieil inlwit. to the organ- 
uixl farmers and tlirir work Various reasons 
will Iw advanced as to why free wlieat was 
granted, hut it may he taken as a (act that 
the real reason n that the great hulk of the 
gram growers in Western Canada have 4e- 
m»ruled free wheat and liave ilrtermined to 
get tt by (he uw of their votes They have 
largely wastd I wing Got <» Tory and have 
«1er ukd to stand t get her for their jutt oghls 
regardlesw of the two old political parties 
This same proms which has («arid the 
Oenmunt g’-wnamnn to grant free wheat 
will brin* oilier benefits also if the farmers 
of the We* maintain a united front and pull 
their Vote* togellief lor lambda 1rs who ran 
he drprrnksl upm to support the farmers' 
plall-jcm they will get tree implements also 
and a reduced «and on the iwrrssities of life 
It tl>4 West were given a wpiare deal in legssla- 
Uun it wiaild hr one of the moat 
countries on the face of the earth 
its great natural resources and pwehlitiu 
Free wheat will undoubtedly mult m giving 
the Western farmers an average increase id 
at hast five teats t*r bushel year m ami year 
•ait on the prie» ia their wheat This figures 
•ait at alaait |oS per carload «a wheal No 
other legitimate industry will hr injured and 
the farmers will get what is thru part due 
It will mean imlhuws of dollars eatra in the 
pockets uf Western farmers, all of which they 
are entitled to The fnu*i government a 
to he cieigratulaied <a having" awakened to 
the fatt that the Western farmers ■ 
business A 
both Uw Gnt and Tory parte-- will he apj*el 
mg ha the Western votes The government 
has already made a good step by granting 
free wheat, mar d it were to put agricultural 
BsthaefY on the free Ust it would have a 
reread of achievement unequalled by any 

oui government «ai tard! matters Thee 
»ui fa feat -three members in the Mourn ef 
OasiwM (nan the three 
after the nett election I 
farmers will make sure that most 
memfen are supporter* of the farmers' plat
form they aril get free implements also

SAMPUi MARKETS ASSURED
With the opening of the American market 

it is a practical certainty that a sample market 
will la «->i.if. i.uta. at Winnipeg
and possibly in Fort William also In fart. 
Sir George Poster has already announced 
that intention The Minneapolis and Duluth 
markets are both simple markets There are 
undoubtedly advantages in selling wheat, 
particularly the lower grades and other gram. 
*« sample The Minneajinii» laiyers will he 
keen mm|M-titors for Canadian wlieat A 
lonsiilemhie ipianlitv of our lower grades 
have been fang south all winter. an<l after 
laying ten vents «hit y have Itmught more 
than Fort William |wives Canadian dealers 
art not aevust-«ned to liuying gran, on sample 
and are not wheat esprrts The vliangr will 
cause considerable readjustment in operation 
ul tlic Winniie-g i -'i.i.
mure, a tant|4e market cannot he enodurted 
with any degree of efficiency unless it is amen- 
pinicl by the operation uf mising hrowee 
(«rain* I «night on simple bucunv v the |mi|ierty 
of the liuyer and he ran only afl-wd to pny 
a |«mumm upon it when he is allowed to mis 
it with other gra«ki fie milling purpnms 
There are alrrodv » large numlwr of mising 
Ikaim-s at Fort William which are man»ting 
m violatiun of the Canada Gram Act. but by 
permission uf the Canoiia Grain Commissiuo 
and with llie apprtival uf the Canailian Council 
of Agnculture Tlw establishment uf a sample 
market will no doubt mean that the* mising 
houses will he legalised an-1 strictly regulated

HISTORY 0E FREE WHEAT
Now that the last chaîner has heen written 

in the history uf the free wheat <’«eit rovers y, 
it is well to recall the mun points in the 
rtruggle The organised farmers ot \\ 
Cana«la iwee than ten vr-an ago realised the 
neceeuty of having the welrst puwubie markets 
(or the «ver increasing volume al wheat firing 
produced m Western Canada The Launer 
government then m power at Ottawa was 
urged to meure rertfeieal free Irek with the 
United States in gram awl unjilements and 
a numhrt of '*her artich-S The g>ivernmrnt 
however «hr lined to make any move, feeling 
leeure in jviwei and not wishing to an lag» mise 
Eastern interests

In the summer of 1910 Ssr Wilfrid Launer 
with wume uf his cabinet ministers loured the 
West and al every point where he %|»«ke in 
Manitoba Saskatchewan and Alberta, he eras

prosperous 
Lee au* of

DumuiK» election » m sight and

•a dm 
If the

provwcei 
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hen so

met by a delegation of gram growers who told 
hun m unmiitakaMe terms that they wanted 

' rs-duetton and wider market' 
gram At the first meHmg in Rumhei Sir 
Wüfnd Launer was very jovial and treat*! the 
met*— rathe* fight W Ai he ■■
through the West however, the grain 
talked to hen to plainly and gave 
many unvarnished farts that he began to 
think mure emously Before he gut through 
Saskatchewan he «V» land that protection was 
"a greet wrong" and by Uw time hr reached 
Alfo-ru he had derided upon a Unit am 

The first anwiuncemewt of the tend 
however aroused antagoniwn 

among the grain growers * they knew fr

nothing They tuld Sir Wilfrid l^urwr they 
•lid not want any land comrmswm they 
wantr-l land rt-ltatvei Sir Wilfrid Launer 
went feu* to Ottawa a wwet man 

In December. 1910. the great Swge of Ot
tawa" w-«fed Five hundred farmers from 

' 'anada reprewntmg Uw gram growers' 
■ »ne of the.i hr* Frame Province* went 

to Ottawa bv qwnal tram They were there 
juied by thr* hundred farmers limn On
tario On December 14. 1910. they 

to Uw

rcciprocil free trade with the United State* in 
agricultural jiruducts and a txmsidereble volume 
of other products and agncultural machinery
as well as lower land u|»m the------iiitin of
life Other demands at that time were public 
ownership and operation of the Hudson Bay 
Railway, |*iblic ownership of terminal elevators, 
a chilled meat industry and lower freight rat* 
The iwesenUtion took place in the Common* 
Chamber and occupied over four hours. Sir 
Wilfru! Launer as |«rvmier received the 
delegation Sir kolirrt Burden wae also pre
sent As a result uf the pressure from the 
West, Sir Wilfrid Launer and his government 
dew led. that action must he taken and entered 
into negotiations with Uw United Stelae, 
rr -oiling in the famous rewurucity agreement 
which was anuiuitcvd in the House of Commua* 
on January A. 1911

Bull political partiel had long heen com
muted to reciprocity with the Uruled Slat* 
When the agreement wai first announced 
m-Ht of the Corner vat i vc momtiers and the 
Conservative press favored it Suddenly how
ever. they rc iliac I that an election was in 
aght and if they gave no opposition to the 
reciprocity agreement they w-iuld have no 
grounds on which to fight an election They 
t turret ore oppowd the agreement in Uw itouw 
ul Commons chiefly un patriotic grounds 
They claimed that the raw or my agreemmt 
which would make fr* trade in gram, would 
deftest our traffic to the South, make ( ’-anada 
an adjunct th United States and dis 
nu-mlirr the Km|*rr

In thr summer >4 1911 the llmwe of Com
mons adjourned fur two monthe to allow 
hu Wilfrid Laurier to attend the Imperial 
Conference in Lumlon Dunne Uw race* 
Sir Kolirrt Hasten (then Mr Burden) and 
«sane id his colleagues toured Uw West end 
everywhere were met by the gram grower* 
with the same «Semand * was preswited to 
Sir Wilfrid Launer Mr 
his gun* ami opposed reciprocity «ver y wham 
lie. however, declared fur oubli ownership 
of lermmal elevators and Hudson Bay Railway 
ami a lew other things winch Uw Launer gov 
eronwni had refuwo

The retord uf Uw Launer government w* 
bad and the ra ij-mty of the p»»ple al Canada 
were tue»l uf it The Conwrvetive party 
received cilraurdmary financial support Iro* 
Uw tag mterests wb« were oppowd to If* 
trade « anything The mania ne tiun w* too 
strong ami reciprocity ami Uw Leaner govern
ment were «lofastod in September. 191L The 
•ggMiml I arm -rs < •mtinuwl Uwir «*«—»*nd I* 
lower land and emler mirketi and preeeelad 
their taw to the new Bwdm government, bet

In 191 i W.aalruw Wileai became preaalent 
of Uw Uruled Sut* ami a part of Uw Demo
cratic pint!** was land reduction Ha 
ino-k good hw promues ui Uw Ansenoea 
Tend Act of <>1ob«r 1. 1911 Thw act 
pier* I bees Cock on the fr* bet aad ihses 
opctwel the Ameruan market to 1 '—— 
cattle, which geve the hemlock industry al 
(Canada a w-aiderful boual and <kd no -4—--** 
eiUwr to Uw transportation oawpaaw* or UW 
Emiare Another clause w the uai act 
mad* • su» ling uder to Cerwd* 1er fra* trade 
m wheat and wheat prudncU The * known 
as tiw tarons» "fr* wheal" propuwtiert II 
at aey time Canada put wheat and wheat 
produite on the free Iwt aoi miiwniy they 
w»asbl go on Uw fr* Iwt w Uw Umud Sut* 
ami Canada would have fr* entry hr her 
wheel to Uw American market The urgnewed 
farmers etewhly pressed Uw pivemmanl to 
accept Uw fr* wheel uder bet * woo par 
w lient J y refected by Uw Surd* gwemmeel. 
It w* « rmtended that fr* wh*t would he

it would nen Uw railway i mpsmw and dw-


