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Slissionarp Intelligenie.

(PromWesleyan Notices Newspaper, Nov. 1850.)

Nissions in Ceylon.
POINT-DE-GALLE.
Estrect of ¢ Lelter the Rev. William H. A

icksol dmmwxm.xaso.'

It i dow some monihs since I wrote to
yoe; but the uniform character of our pro-
[ ngs preveats that variety which invites
w0 frequent detail. I have continued to visit
all opr out-Bations once in the mooth, as |
belore proposed, which, though it vccupies
e two weeks in each mouth away from

TIE WESLEYAN.

1 [ widst of thip degryded people. | was
py also fy fiid'our wphool there consider-
ably improved, aud the work altogether in

a more promising state. But the condition
of the people is deplorable indeed.  In these
jungle villages Buddism has become a
practical nullity before the liercer and fuuler
form of devil-worship. So dewented wre
they, that the more intolerably abuominable
the demon is supposed to be, the more as-
siduvwe are they iu performing ceremonies
to bis:houour.

Egen poor frail men, digeputuble Singa-
lese, who lived and died within the memory
of sume of the .present generation, receive
au apatheosis, and are horoured and sup-

Mot and more MCHMM plicated in festivals aud ogies; while the

bous them, and prevents that decay
which bRten occurs from want of  efficient
rsight. 1n Juud last | opened a pew
éhepel at Amblangodde, which we have
wtit for the agdpmmodation of the m
23"'- ) assistanen ol out ffigndd there, aice
by s trifling grant from some private avail-
able Tunds: The district is intéasely Hea-
théw, ahd { trust the chapel will ‘prove a
a plage of salvatiga to many. e
8b¢4 id ihe Amblatgodde Circuit afford
ﬂm’ joh is mainly

Creator is altagether forgotten,unmentioned,
unadoeed. - - -

How ead:it is to think, that in such a dis-
triot, where spiritual wrkedness is en-
throned, and multitudes peeish 10 wsin, the
limits of vur'grast permit us Lo station ounly
one poor solitary Cateclug, aided by oeca-
sional visits of a Mussiouwy from a distance
of fosty, mailes, a great part of which s thro’

Tho uher 198608

I am much dopteuﬂl.at the extent of the
sautherq section of the South Ceylon Dis-

a4 | 5 Y1 . :
d'hmhm{:m::'?éﬁ‘ at workiéy! Asigt, and, ie peculiar dificulties, compared

e Siation, 8s its only supply is a youig,
aaxperienced Catechist, who is wholly’
Nout inlluence in the neighbourbood, and’
thé ‘stais of the funds prevents a more offi-

0

ignt sppoiniment. Mr. Rodri coalft
mt‘oa dnldlngni&d;g,ind the
‘(here is pow in & mbee satisfaciory
ofduion. Tho people generally manifest
ot d¥ful indiffefance to truid, and s equally
o E’Omd of degradatioq, 1 the abomi-
tew of desmon-worship. Sodietimes,
r, apathy gives place to opposition ;

o fow 'ubﬁu‘h- u{le‘t,"t company of
m hids collected under a sacred baniao-

WM&;‘& in front of cur chapel, at

RGN
W6 boak of public worship, with the avowed
ﬁq‘qf putting it down by a clamorous
the

of Banu, the sacred writings of the
ts. Remoasitances were vajn, and
tlerence of the police-officers was
leading ¢o s beini brougtt before
the'Magistrates; but, as | happened 10 go
down &t the time, I succeeded in inducing
them to sooept a promise that the annvyance
should not be repeated, without prosecuting
the adversaries, which could only lead to
irritation of feeling on oue side, and unholy
influences ou the other. Litigiousness is a
characteristic of the natives, and by it they
ofien abuse both the law and liberty they
are under ; aud our people are frequeatly
too weak in grace 1o suffer wrouz, as well
as too weak in faith to labour amidst tnals,

Our aged native brother Salinon is in
charge of the Maiura Station ; and [ trust
our work amony the Burghers at least s
advaticiog. ‘There is a much greater out-
ward decotum, aud desire for the means of
grace, thau formerly existed, and a change,
I wust *“ the great change,” is observed in’
the lives of a few.

I visit the families in their own homes
when I am on that side, and make it a rule
while thus employed to let the coasersagpon
be oaly on serious and eternal things. The
schools are still by no means wirst | colild
wish, though they have been graduilly im-
proving through the year. What is most
necessary in this Circuit is a healthy Singa-
lese work ; and [regret that the appearances
of that are not more pronusing.  ‘T'he Caie-
chist at Dondra has sutfered much opposition
ia his work chiefly through the wfluence and
intrigues of the Patsgania Schoolmaster,
who was dismissed, as mentioned in my last,
for the performance of some Buddiist and
devil ceremonies.

Difficulties are doubly formidable to a
Singalese ; but I trust a disciphiue of trial
will make our Catechist * add to paticuce
experience, and to experience hope.”

Last mouth I opened the new chapel
which we have been for some time building
at Goddapitiya, and preached to those lovers
of carnal demoa-waorship on the spiritual
worship of God, who is a Spinit. 1 say
carnal demon-warship: for the devils o0
whom they otfer are beings who are behieved
to delight ia flesh aud blood, and to whon
they attribute all bodily discase and physicel
deformity. Our new chapel 1a small, but

with the paucity of Jabotrers. Canmaot the
Committes make us a special anmval grant
af at least £100 for the nore efficicat oceu-
pasien of these jungle starons, teeming with
aded devil-worshippera?  Though we
should all wotk outselves to death, we alone
aot efficiently vicupy the growud;
aud the Chairinan wrom 1o me last week
that there was no probability of our haviug
further belp at present,as the ordinary grant
is fully absorbed iu exsting appoiaiments.
‘Respecting Galle Ciecuit, properly so
called, { have but litte 10 add, tbough that
liule as, I bope, encouraging. Ouwr work
has been maintained, aod within the last
tew . months two or ree new classes have
been formed, and there are some manifesta-
tions of divine power aud grace. 1 was in-
vited, a short ime since, to visit a Portu-
guese woman, who had vot been 1o a place
of worship lor upwards of twenty years. |
did so, couversed with her, and nvited her
to our Portugeese service on Sunday even-
ing. Sae pronised o attend, and did so
reluctantly ; out I was happy last week to
receive a letter from her husband, sating
that she had .¢lt the service profiiable, and
was desirous of becomning a regular attend-
ant; and that he himsell had wmarked a
great change in her couduct.

There s aninteresting case of a Singilese
convert, sow an applicant for baptisin.  He
13 & well-«ducated young man, of a weathy
Sin salese family of the Velala or igiest
caste, andhes (ather is a rigid Buddinsg but
| 9973 that unce his son has become a Clris-
{ ran uponinquiry and conviction, and not
1 name ad for secalar purposes, he wvill
not oppase him.  V'he younug wan was for-
werly a stenvous defender of Buddhim;
bat, from couversation with an exceilent
Christhian schoclmaster, and the studous
consideraton of Christian tracts and pam-
pile's, and the sacred Scrptures, he as
become ewirely convinced of the truth ol
Cursiamy ; and, after much consideraton
and prayer, 13 desirous of public baptixn,
which | hose shordy to adnunister. Al Lai!
Ewaunuel ! of the increase of His goven-
ment there shall be no end; and tlese
scarce firstfruits are pledges of a harvest
comng, wlen long-withstanding Budduwm
shall finally aud forever fall.

My healu, I am thaukful to state, whch.
was a few nouths back very seriously wn-
paired, 15 mw considerably vnfyoved, and |
trust that the amendment will be permanent.

Biographn.

Biogruphicd Bkictch of Mrs. Saruh MeLeod
* Ihe newory of the just is blessedws

Ruv. aAND DEAR Sir,—The pen of inspiratim,
in recording he sentiment placed at the head of
this communiation, *zu\clyms my soliciting a plae
in the columus of 1%e ll/e.#:')/uu. to place befoe
your readers i concise sketch of the life aul
religious charcter of a sister in the Lord Joesw,
who has been ecently removed to the communim
of the Churcl above.  Although persuaded o
my incompetmey to turnish a finished portrat

ucat, plessantly situated o an emiuence in

‘{

of one distingushed by a more than ordinary

amoant of moral excellence, yet T trust “that a
carcful practical study of the outlines presented
may be * blessed” to those who emulate religious
worth. :

Mgs. Saran McLrop, the late comsort of the
Rev. Alexander W. MclLeod, was the daughter
of Harmon and Cynthia Trueman. She was born
at Point De Bute, in the Province of New Brun-
swick, on the 27th of August, 1812, and enjoved
the inestimable advantaze of pious parentage,
and consequently of carly religious :instruction
and example.  In childhood she gave pleasing
indications that she was destined to occupy a
high moral and-social postion; being distinguish-
«l-by unusual mental vigour, sweetness of dis-
preition, domestic affection, placidity of temper,
and amiability of demeanour. Tossessing and
manifesting this rare and happy combination of
qualitres, she shared largely i the affections of
her family, and of the vircle of friends who hadl

|'the privl.(:we of her society. ller cducational
-opportunities were not aflequate to the rapid and

full development of her intellectual powers; but
‘the Krivation of advantames enjoyed by youth
of the presont day, was compensated by her
ardent thirst for knowledge, and by diligent
and persevering application to those sources of
it which were accessible. By this means she was
cnabled to outstrip many of her companions of
less studious habits, to become a proficient in
aeneral English Literature, and to acquire a
correct rudimental knowlodge of various branches
of art and science, for whicﬁ in subordination to
the more important practical engagements of life,
she alwayqggherished a peculiar fondness and
taste.

In the range of reading opemed up 1o her she
took great interest in perwsing the memoirs of
persons eminent for piety,and thus, in connexion
with parental and ministerial instruction, formed
correct views of Divine truth, in®its application
to Christian experience and practice. Whon
about fiRcen years of age, the ncighbourheod
where she resided was visited by special influ-
ences of the llolyo'?;irit. in conncxion with the
ministry of the word by the Rev'd. Win. Temple,
Wesleyan Missionary. Many were brought under
deep conviction for sim, and were led te the
fountain of living waters. Among those whe ex-
pericnced the blessing of justification by &ith in
the atoning bload, the subjoct of this sketch was
happily numbered. A previous Efe characterized
by as wuch of blamelessness as attaches o any of
the muregenerate gave a peculiar cast to the
exercises of her mind while penitently seeking
zalvation. ITer conviction otPthe depravity of
the human heart was deep and intcllizent —a
consciousness of having lived in a state of alien-
ation from (iod prostrated her spirit in profound
humiliation ; she thankfully hailed the messaze
of recon:iliation through tM sacrificial death of
the Redeemer, and opened her heart to the
renewing operations of the Holy Spirit. Believing
in Him through whom God justificth the ungodly,
she obtained a clear assurance of her adoption.
Aided by the regencrating grace which ever
accompanies the exercise of pandoning merey,
she conseerated horse!f unreservedly and irrevo-
cably to Him  * to whom her all was due;” and
having thus given herself unto the Lord, she gave
herselt also unto his church, thereby manifesting
her acgniescence in the wisdom of Divine ar-
ranzements.  Thenceforward, the undeviating
consiztency of her deportment, until a career of
rin:h‘ emplovment was exchaned for an eminent-

y peacetal transmission to the rest reserved for
the saints, afforded indubitable evidepce of the
reality of that spiritnal transtormation of which
she professed herself a subject. "

In Angust, 18314, she was united by marriaze
to him who now subinis<ively deplores his irre-
parable loss.  Inthe new relations in which then,
and subsequently, she was placed, there were
opened up new ficlds for the excreise of her
natural and gracious endowments. As a wife,
she was affectionate and sympathetic,and * looked
well to the atfairs of her household”—As a mother,
tender, indulgeat, influcatial, and exemplary.—
Feeling the vast responsibility devolving upon her,
she was in(l\‘f:lﬁf:?\blle in her efforts for the mental
improvemcat of her children, of whose early
ciducation she took the chief charge, and for
whose instruction in the truths and duties of
christuanity she laboured with commendable dili-
gence, iwcompanied by fervent prayer for the
Divine blessing.  In her peculiar relation to the
(hristian Ciurch she faithfully discharged her
oblizations, co-operating, within her appropriate
sphere, with her beloved partner in the duties of
the pastorate, by her valiable counsels and affee-
tionate sympathics lightening the pressure of
ninisterial anxiety, and by her personal exer-
tions, as a Sdbbm{ School teacher, and a Class-
leader, assisting in the establishment and exten-
sion of the cause of Gad in the Circnits on which
she resided.  For both these departments of
christian service, and especially the latter, she
was remarkably adapted. During the last three
years she was entrusted with the charge of a class
composed chiefly of young females, for whose
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a}»l«' au?(-i.?he, and a judicious advp -
circle of intimacy was bouug ol
sepirates the church from g, world,  Sp

great pleasuro in intercourse with lC}f e
triends, to whom her conversation wag ¢ -
terestingg and edifving.  For tle poor 01" :’(‘r e
ﬂ'm'-k' she always manifested” special co -lmu
visiting .ﬂll'lll for the impartation of in:(en'b.
m.HI spiritual consolation, and for the -miuistrran.‘m.'tm
of beuevolonce as regarded their tomporal

sitics. DBy these her removal s pamnfully fa
and deeply lnmented. A faet illustrative of 4i,;
has come to my klmwlodge. Anindigent, afily -‘ y
and aged coloured woman, who Wl,mn}'
many progfs of Mrs. McLeol's benervolent es“-
pathy, on hearing of her death, exclaimed \m.
deep and manifest crpotion o

* O then my mothey
15 gone !” ' SR
But T must lay restraint u

—

1
led by the line wbl:l:

those ‘imitable principles of action; by whie
beloved sisterl wirs penal)l(wl to ri}se‘}tlgh OII:
honourable elevation of christian chamctem
Among these may be enumerated, =
Strong attachment to, and appreciation of Divigg
mslitutions.—She greatly valued,and regularly ap
tended the public ministrations of God's word’and
ordinances. ITer seat in the sanctyary was seldom
vacant, except at the call of impeml}\'e necessity
By jndicious domestic arranazements she was cns
bled to encaurage the ministers of God, by her
eral attendlance on week-night religious services,
Ifer demeanour in the house of Gord was alm
devout.  She reverenced the Lord’s presence
his sanctuary. Her attention to the truth enum
ciated was fixed, and her habit of contemplation,
and of sclfapplication and appropriation of i,
conscientious and intellizent.  Nor was she lem
distinzuished by her manifest delight in the »
semblies of the saints for rmtual fellowship aid

praver, and for her active engagement in thog

edifving services.

Veneration for the Ioly Scriptures—With the
doctrines and duties of the christian faith she wag
intimately conversant. The volume of inspirath
was rightly regarded as an inestimable treasure.
By a well arranged plan it was consec
read, with devout study and prayer, furnishi
materials for meditation, and for directim
the perplexities, and conselation in the triala,
incident to a pilgrimage on carth.

Reqular attention to private devotional exercisen
—1In reference to closet duties she walked
svstematic rule.  The eneagements of domestis
life, or the interchanee of the courtesies of 3
were not allowed to interfere with the time a
propriated to secret interconree with God. l;;
claims on the homage of her heart, and a con-
viction of her own spiritual necessities, were folg
to he”paramount to all other considerations; and
in her practical obedience to the injunetions of
the Redecer, relating to private devotion, con
sisted the elements of that relizious strength and
consistency which T have faintly delineated.

Thus onr beloved sister “ walked with God®
until he waz pleased to remove her to a purer
sphere of duty and enjoyment.  To a life oceo
pied in the cultivation of those divine graces,
which, acting upon a mind of superior order,and
upon a natural disposition more than onlinarily
amiable, formed a character so uncommon, 8
happy termination was to be confidently antich
pated. For  Gord foreaketh not his saints; they
are preserved for ever.”  This anticipation was
delightfully renlized.  About three vears ago,
appearances of incipient disorder, in the form of
pulmonary consumption, excited the appreben-
sions of hier friends.  All the appliances of whieh
conjuzal affection and medical science are cape-
bHle were resorted to in vain.  The insidious dis
case, which omlinarily secks its victims among
the most gentle and fovely of the family of man,
made its approaches to the citadel of life stealthily.
but with unrelenting purpose.
»ersons under its influence, Mrs. MeLeod was the
{nst to recognize its existence, and long declined
to place herself under those restraints from e»
posure in the discharge of public dutics, to which
the counsels of ler friends. woull fain have
prompted her.  Her zeal for God, and her et
mate of the value of time, as expended in bis
service, urged her to efforts beyond her strengthy
until failing nature constrained her to seek in-
vigoration in comparative retirement and repos.

After resigning the charge of her class, she re-
sorted to her place of hirth, cherishing the hope
that by the blessing of God life iight be
tracted by a change of air and associations.
There was in thiz hope no want of confidence 18
the wisdom of Divine procedure. nor oi submi»-
sion to the will of her heavenly Father. Fewm
like circumstances have manifested more patience
and resignation than did this afllicted samt
There were ties to earth which none but God
has authority to sunder. The desire would .r_m(
be eriminal, when subordinate to the decsion
of Him who * worketh all thinge after fhe couv-
sel of His will,” to be permitted to guide for a
much longer time the minds and steps of her
five surviving children.  And her maternal

spiritual interests she was most conscientiously | fections and anxieties elufg to this idea, until »

devoted, and for whose. ailvancement in holiness
<he labouredl, until withig®a few months of her
decease, when growing debility compelled her to
practically resign her beloved charge to another.
As a friend, she was affable, unobtrusive, pru-
dently coufiding, faithful, a cheerful and agree-

fow weeks before her death she was informed by
her medical attendant, in answer to her own
calm and candid enquiry. that her stay on carth
was s0on to terminate.  From that period che
wught and obtzined the grace to snhmit with
unmurmuring checrfulness to the will of God.
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